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Kingdom of God 

The Kingdom of God is justice and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.  Come Lord, and 

open in us the gates of your Kingdom.  Amen 

 

UBI Caritas 

Where there is charity and love, God is present.  The love revealed in Jesus gathers us 

into one flock.  Let us rejoice and take delight in him.  Let us attend to and love the 

living God, and with a sincere heart, let us love one another.    Amen 

Statistical Report 

Received into Membership by profession of faith                          5 

Received into Membership by transfer                                    10 

Removed from Membership by death                                     4 

Baptisms                                                   2 

Marriages                                                   2 

 

OUR CONGREGATIONAL ROLL 

Households                                               250 

Members                                               334 

Adherents                                                 40 

 

Total Members and Adherents                                  374 

2 

Gordon Parks  ⚫ James McDougall  ⚫ Marie Banks  ⚫ Harold Down 
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From Our Minister 

Dear Friends,  

 I write this e-mail on our first big 2019 snow. It would have been a perfect day to stay 

home somewhere warm and dry, and yet the church is bustling with activity and with people 

carrying out some of the many tasks it takes to allow Wesley-Knox to embrace its ministry.  

Within the pages of the 2018 Annual Report, you will get an idea of the ways that this 

community of faith actively seeks to serve God and the community of which we are a part. 

 The year 2018 brought many changes to Wesley-Knox with perhaps the most 

impactful one being the roll-out of our new governance structure.  I have been amazed and 

impressed with the dedication, commitment and the enthusiasm that your Leadership Council 

has shown as it has worked through the logistics of this new governance model.  Although 

there have been some challenges and struggles along the way, you can be very proud of the 

way that this team has joined together to make difficult and important decisions.  The 

Leadership Council could not have done all of this without the support and wisdom of the 

Transition Team that has offered guidance, direction and encouragement.  There is still a lot 

to learn and details to solidify, however I trust that  we will benefit from this stream-lined 

model of governance. 

 Throughout the year, you may have had the opportunity to get involved in any number 

of  programs offered by the church.  Some of the highlights that come to mind include the 

Summer Art Camps and the students we were able to hire; family camp at Pearce Williams 

with time for people to enjoy being together, Women’s Night Out where new relationships 

were built, the Shine program that continues to meet a demand in the community, U.C.W. 

events that nurture friends and invite people in our doors, music from our Choirs that stirs the 

soul, the Scavenger Hunt that included fun and reaching out, study groups that deepen faith, 

a newly developed Inclusivity Team that will inspire us to ensure ours is a community that is 

welcoming of ALL people, children and youth programs that not only teach but that also 

remind our young people how valued they are, community meals that are prepared and 

served with open hearts, pastoral care that brings God’s presence into the lives of our people, 

and Senior’s ministry that brings people together for learning and fellowship. 

 This is just a sampling of the ways that people get involved at Wesley-Knox and the 

many who help to make it happen.  As a church community, we are blessed with faith-filled 

people who share their gifts. 

 The year 2018 also encouraged a closer look at  how to grow our church revenue and 

be faithful stewards of our investments.  While these conversations are never easy, they 

remind us how committed people are to seeing Wesley-Knox “Move in the Spirit” long into the 

future.  There will be many opportunities in 2019 for you to consider how you might play an 

active role in this.   

 In reflecting back on 2018 and reading through this Annual Report, I pray that you see 

how very blessed we are to be part of such an active and inviting faith community.  Your staff 

is committed and talented and works diligently to offer the best of itself.  The people who take 

active roles in leadership and tasks that are vital to this ministry are many.  The community is 

caring and compassionate and reaches out with intention.  The Spirit IS moving at Wesley-

Knox.  Thank you for all YOU do to be part of this community. 

 

Peace,  

Rev. Tracy Crick-Butler 
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Annual Meeting Minutes—February 11, 2018 

1. Constitution of Meeting and Invocation 

Rev. Tracy Crick-Butler duly constituted the meeting (100+ people) at 12:20 p.m. by calling all 

members and adherents of Wesley-Knox to the Annual Meeting  

“In the name of Jesus Christ, the one true head of the church, and by the authority vested in me 

as the minister of Wesley-Knox United Church, I now declare this Annual General Meeting of 

Wesley-Knox United Church constituted for the transaction of such business that shall properly 

come before it.”  

 

She then opened the meeting with prayer. Cathy Grasby served as chairperson of this meeting 

with the understanding that all people with full membership in our congregation have the right to 

vote on any motions presented today. The UCW were thanked for organizing the luncheon.  

Cathy Grasby mentioned that the income tax receipts are available for pickup during this meeting. 

 

2. In Memoriam   

Cathy Grasby read the names of members of the congregation who entered into the presence of 

their Lord during 2017.  This was followed by a moment of silence.   

 

3. Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on February 12th, 2017 

MOTION to approve the minutes of the Annual Meeting of February 12th, 2017 as printed in the 

2017 Annual Report. 

    (Linda Laskey / Paul Stewart: Carried) 

 

4. 2017 Pictorial Review   

Special thanks to John McFall (and friends) for the excellent slideshow presentation.   

 

5. Acceptance of the Staff, Committee and Group Reports 

MOTION to accept the Staff, Committee and Group reports as printed in the 2017 Annual Report. 

      (Helen Campbell / Virginia Ford :  Carried) 

 

6. Financial Report 2017 

Treasurer Bob Hahn presented the 2017 Financial Report. 

 MOTION to adopt the Wesley-Knox Financial Report for 2017.            

                                                (Bob Hahn  /  Sheila LeClair  : Carried) 

 

7. 2018 Budget Proposal 

Treasurer Bob Hahn presented the budget.   

MOTION to adopt the 2018 Budget Proposal. 

                          (Bob Hahn /  Marilynne McNeil : Carried with 1 opposed) 

 

Discussion:   

A number of questions received the following answers/recommendations: 

•Source of funds to cover a loss would likely come from the Trustees Funds. It would be a short 

term solution, as such a reliance on savings will deplete the Fund, leaving the church in a 

worse position. 

•The Finance committee struggles every year with the option to propose a balanced budget.  One 

of the highest expenses is Ministry and Personnel. 

•A recent decision was made to change our investment approach to generate more revenue. 

Increased revenue has come from additional rentals. No anticipated increase from Estates 

and Memorials, but it is worthy of a comment. 
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Minutes—February 11, 2018 Continued 

•30% of commitments related to the Growth Campaign was not received. Funds for project are still 

available. Finance is using Growth Campaign funds to offset borrowing costs. 

•There was a recommendation to increase givings. A Budget update will be provided in the Fall 

congregational meeting. 

•Proceeds from the sale of the Manse (in 1972) are kept in reserve. Need clarification from 

Presbytery as to what percentage (if all or some) needs to be kept.  

 

8. Mission & Service Budget Allocation   

MOTION to set a target of $30,000 as the church objective this year for the Mission & Service Fund 

of the United Church of Canada.  

                                                                (Sheila LeClair / Paul Stewart  :  Carried) 

 

9. Liability Motion from the Trustees   

1. Whereas the United Church of Canada, through the London Conference & the Middlesex 

Presbytery, recommends that local congregations annually approve a resolution pertaining to the 

protection and release of the Board of Trustees in respect of the insurance amounts; and, 

 

2. Whereas the insurance on the buildings, contents, stained glass, organ, and other property 

located at 91 Askin St, London ON (Property) will be $9,342,554.00 (plus annual COLA adjustment) 

for the insurance period of March 1, 2018 to March 1, 2019; and, 

 

3. Whereas the Wesley-Knox United Church congregation approved a resolution in respect of this 

matter for the 2017 - 2018 insurance year. 

 

Therefore be it resolved that: 

 

The congregation of the Wesley-Knox United Church hereby: 

a) Determines and directs that the insurance for the Property for Insurance Policy Year being 

March 1, 2018 to March 1, 2019 shall be replacement cost insurance coverage as outlined in 

Paragraph 2, based upon the latest appraisal done in 2002 and as outlined in Policy # MMF/1112-

864, with the broker Hub International Limited; and, 

b) Acknowledges that the limits in such Insurance Policy may be less than the full replacement cost 

of the Property insured under the Policy; and, 

c) Releases the Trustees of the Wesley–Knox congregation from any obligation to maintain 

insurance coverage with higher limits than that provided in the Policy, and agrees to indemnify and 

save harmless the Trustees of the said congregation for all claims with respect to such obligation. 

MOTION to accept the above liability motion. 

                                        (Doug McCabe / Paul Mullen:  Carried) 

 

10. New Business 

a. Clarification of Revised Investment Policy - Liz Phoenix 

Give RBC Wealth Management full scope of managing investments, rather than Trustees being 

consulted on every decision. 

 

b. New Governance Structure 
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As passed at the congregational meeting in November 2017, Wesley-Knox United Church is to 

adopt a Streamlined Board governance structure. 

MOTION to suspend the existing constitution and that the congregation of Wesley- Knox United 

Church accept the "Working Constitution 2018" as the current constitution as approved by the 

Official Board Dec 20, 2017 

 (Marilynne McNeil / Heather Greenfield: Carried) 

c. Nominations  

MOTION to accept the nominations of the Leadership Council as printed in the revised 

Nominations Report to the Annual Report. 

(Carl Hearn / Brian Dalton: Carried) 

MOTION to accept the nominations of chairs of standing committees, and members of committees 

and teams as printed in the revised Nominations Report to the Annual Report.  

      (      Liz Phoenix / Bob Read : Carried) 

MOTION to dissolve the Nominations Committee. 

(Cathie Banks / Ian Hardie : Carried) 

d.  Covenanting Ceremony  

The nine members of the new Leadership Council and the charis of the six Standing Committees 

(plus representative from Trustees and UCW) were affirmed. 

 

11. Appreciations: Trevor Johnson expressed sincere appreciation to the dedicated and skilled 

church staff who serve the congregation: Rev. Tracy Crick-Butler, Dr. Ross, Karen Schussler, Kim 

Stark, Lisa Morris, volunteer Jason Taylor.  Congregational members were asked to thank our 

church staff individually and say a prayer for them. 

 

Cathy Grasby thanked everyone for their attendance and participation here today. 

 

Rev. Tracy encouraged members to submit the form included in their income tax receipt envelope.  

Rev Tracy thanked Cathy Grasby, Bob Hahn, Sheila Carson for their contribution to the AGM; the 

members of the Transition Team: Carl Hearn, Marilynne McNeil, Liz Phoenix; the Nomination 

Committee: Ian Hardie and Cathy Banks; Deb Lettie and Heather Westbrook for producing the 

Annual Report. 

Lastly, Rev Tracy thanked the congregation for: supporting the governance re-structuring initiative 

and for their contributions to the church community.   

 

12. Adjournment occurred at 2:00 p.m. 

MOTION to adjourn the Wesley-Knox Annual Meeting. 

      (Sheila LeClair / Bill Grasby : Carried) 

Minutes—February 11, 2018 Continued 
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Director of Music 
 

 The music of Wesley-Knox in 2018 continued to be a vital part of our congregational life. 

All of our choirs sang not only in church but also at venues and events throughout our city. The 

Primary Choir sang Christmas songs at the Grand Wood Park Retirement Residence and at the 

Lighting-of-the Tree Ceremony in Wortley Village. The Junior Boys’ Choir sang ‘O Canada’ at a 

London Knights’ hockey game and the Junior Girls’ Choir sang at the half-time show of a London 

Lightnings’ basketball game. 

 In January, Mysterium sang for the Peggy Sattler New Year’s Community Recognition 

Awards, and drummer, Rob Larose, ran an eight-week Hand Drumming Program for all ages.  

April saw the performance of Missa Gaia-Earth Mass, a benefit concert presented by the Karen 

Schuessler Singers, including the Senior Choir and Mysterium, which raised almost $6,000 for our 

church. The Senior Choir held its annual Turkey Dinner, orchestrated by Linda Olson, which sold 

out two weeks before the event! The Junior Choir planned to sing at St. Paul’s United Church in 

Tillsonburg, but a freak ice storm forced a cancellation. In May, Mysterium performed at the Cov-

ent Garden Market. In June, Mysterium performed an outdoor concert at Wood St. Park by invita-

tion and also enjoyed a workshop by teen choir expert, Bob Anderson of Toronto.  As well, they 

busked along Wortley Road ending up at the ice cream parlour.  

 The ever-popular 21st Christmas concert with Denise Pelley, the Wesley-Knox choirs and 

band sold out two days before the concert! Thanks goes to Sheila Carson, ticket and publicity 

manager; Harry MacLean, poster and program design; Mike Ryan, poster mailing and sign with 

John Bontje; Max Bridgen, gown repair; and Linda Olson, gown cleaning. Thanks, also, to Sheila 

LeClair, Marilynne McNeil and Richard Yake for sectional rehearsals; Dave Lumley and Ian Ser-

shall, lights; and Lynda Laskey, House Manager, and our fine ushers. We couldn’t do it without 

you! Many members at Wesley-Knox have come because they first came to a Christmas concert. 

Also, that day Mysterium sang carols along Wortley Road. Later that month, the Senior Choir par-

ticipated in a major Christmas concert, “Emmanuel”, at St. Paul’s Anglican Cathedral.  

 Deep gratitude goes to the many people who contribute to the musical witness at Wesley-

Knox: All our wonderful soloists; Mallory Brennan, Primary Choir director and Facebook manager; 

Mary Bee Haworth, assistant for the choir program; Maggie Logan, treasurer and assistant; Brian 

Ratcliffe, Owen Spicer, Kennedy Kimber-Johnson, Susan Fischer and Richard Yake who accom-

pany the Senior and Junior Choirs, Mysterium and Primary Choir, respectively. Other wonderful 

volunteer musicians are Shawn Spicer and Kelly Webb, trumpet; Karen Pincombe, timpani; Kim 

Eyre, flute; Kevin White, singer-songwriter; Amanda-Lynn Stubley and Martin Horak, guitar, et al; 

Owen Spicer, Richard Yake, and Neil Eadie, organ supply; Faewyn Stark, gym supervisor; Chris-

tian Haworth and May Cooper, Primary Choir support; Cathie and Darryl Banks, Door Security 

Team; and Brian Dalton, photography.  

 My sincere apologies is extended to anyone I have missed and my heart-felt thanks goes 

to you all. You make “Moving in the Spirit...” not only a joy, but a reality. 

  

Karen Schuessler 



 

Children’s Workshops 

Teachers and Leaders 

In 2018 we said goodbye to Brain MacKinnon, who had taught the grade 6-8 class for many years 

as well as facilitating the Youth Group.  We also said goodbye to Cindy Milne-Wren who decided 

to retire from teaching the Grade 6-8 class after 15 years!  We thank them both for their dedication 

to our children and wish them well in their new endeavors.  We also welcomed Aimee Fehlner to 

our teaching team! 

We are all blessed by your call to this ministry and by the love and dedication with which you 

serve. 

 

Sunday School 

From January to June in the JK-5 class, we explored the New Testament stories, teachings and 

parables of Jesus from the four Gospels.  These were told using original 3D characters and props 

and were followed by a time of wondering and creative response.   

In September, we reorganized the Sunday School ages groups into 3 classes (JK-4, 5-6, 7-8).  

The Grade 7&8 class began planning for a pet ministry, as well as an exciting film-making journey 

into the New Testament.  

During the month of December, the children in grades JK-6 prepared and performed a Christmas 

Pageant using Muppet-style puppets.  The Grade 7&8 class designed and painted the sets and 

backdrop.  Mallory Brennan and Richard Yake jumped on board with music and extra help! 

Confirmation was celebrated in May with 5 Wesley-Knox young people.  

 

VBS/Summer Camp 

This year we ran one week of VBS camp and 4 weeks of Creative Arts camps in animation, 

painting, puppetry, and a maker camp.  With the help of the Canada Summer Grants program we 

were able to hire 4 Summer Student Staff and one Inclusion Summer Student.  We also hosted 

one day of Interfaith Peace Camp in August with a lunch and games for about 100 children. 

 

Other items 

Family Camp in June was a wonderful weekend for people to rejuvenate and build community in 

the beauty of God’s creation. Kim Stark did a craft that focused on animals, recycling and paint. 

Many people made their way to Wesley-Knox on a Friday night to enjoy a movie and fellowship 

hosted by Dave Lumley (often with a homemade treat by Jane Walker).  The movies appeal to a 

wide range of ages and interests. 

 

Kim Stark 

8 

 It has been a great and exciting year for the Seniors’ Connection Group.  We have enjoyed 

many activities and trips on the Wednesdays of every month. 

 I would like to thank Bob Read and his family, as well as Heather and Norm Clarke for their 

generous financial donations to the Seniors’ Connection Program.  The Read family's donation is 

in memory of Betty Read, whose vim and vigor we miss very much; she always added laughter 

and great fun to the group.  Norm and Heather joined the church a few years ago coming from the 

little town of Port Sydney near Huntsville; they have contributed greatly to our group by teaching us 

beanbag baseball, especially.  

 Our group has many great laughs and good conversations every week; and, of course, I 

am sure that the food that is shared also does not hurt either. 

 Thank you to all who attend; there is always room for more! 

 

 Paul Stewart, Co-Ordinator 

Seniors’ Connection 



 

Community Care 
 The mandate of Community Life is to reach out to people in the congregations or beyond by 

supplying pastoral care, visitation and a welcoming presence to all who enter our door. It is also in 

our mandate to try to keep in touch with all members not only with face to face visits but also with 

social media, texts, e-mails, face book and phone calls. 

We worked with other committees to provide events and activities that all can participate in, 

regardless of gender or age. In the past year, we have had  Newcomers’ Sunday dessert get-

together, Membership  Sunday, had a Children’s craft booth at the OSCO  Gathering of the Green.  

We had a Sundae Sunday in the fall and distributed a flyer in the neighbourhood to promote that 

event and our Sunday School program. We also helped with the Scavenger Hunt last September 

which was well attended; everyone who participated had a good time. 

On November 7th, there was an interesting evening with guest speaker Susan Oster who 

gave a talk on “Dementia Friendly Communities” which was well attended. We hope to bring in 

more guest speakers and events in the near future.   Lisa Morris has planned a “Snow Tubing 

Event coming up February 9th which is open to all. 

Because one of our functions is to maintain the connections we already have with each 

other and to connect with newcomers, there is a plan underway to streamline the District Visitors’ 

program. Since the Kindred Spirit Connection is now online and a majority of our congregation has 

e-mail, this is one way we will keep people involved at the church. For those without computers and 

may be confined to their home, we will still provide visitation and deliver their newsletter. We are 

very grateful to have Lisa Morris, who stays on top of our membership lists, and our caring staff 

who makes this program possible. 

We are very aware of new faces in the congregation and will this year invite them to join us 

for a delicious lunch on March 3rd  “Souper Sunday “ with a follow-up meeting in the parlour.  

We will follow that up with a new look to our Lenten Flyer to give people more of an 

invitational concept of what we offer here at Wesley-Knox.  Please also check the posters spread 

around the church about a “Catch-the-Spirit “campaign which encompasses the idea of inviting the 

congregation to organize a variety of one-time events throughout the year.  

Let’s make 2019 the year we really connect by sharing resources and ideas to “Move in the 

Spirit” and to take the time to pause and reflect on what is important in our lives, the well-being of 

us not only just spiritually, but also in mind and body, as well.  

 

Debbi Jarvis, Chair 
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Inclusivity Committee 

 The Inclusivity Committee is the newest (ad hoc) committee at Wesley-Knox. In the fall, 

we met several times with the Leadership Council to come up with a mandate and an agreed upon 

set of goals for this committee. In 2019, we look forward to several events happening at Wesley-

Knox including a video series, guest speakers and hosting a blanket exercise, as well as 

publicizing and attending other events happening in our community.  

Mandate: 

To promote and champion inclusivity of and with marginalized people including indigenous 

peoples, ethnic and racial minorities, refugees, differently abled persons, socio-

economically disadvantaged groups, LGBTQIA2S and any other vulnerable 

populations. 

To increase awareness within the Wesley-Knox congregation and beyond through 

education and communication of issues pertaining to inclusivity. 

To support the Wesley-Knox congregation in more broadly cultivating community with all 

people. 

If you would like more information, to join our email list or to attend a meeting, contact Mallory 

Brennan (mbrenn7@uwo.ca).  

 

mailto:mbrenn7@uwo.ca


 

Our mission is to love God; to foster Christian faithfulness, spirituality, 

commitment, and devotion, and to promote love and respect by  

living generously and giving joyfully to all God’s people and to affirm  

and strengthen ourselves creatively. 

 

        We currently have 64 members of the Wesley-Knox United Church U.C.W.   

Each member has brought dedication, hard work and enthusiasm to her tasks and duties 

throughout the year. It has been a year of fun, fellowship, as well as hard work and great 

rewards. 

As we reflect on the year, the UCW women were kept busy. Different guest 

speakers, crafting, cooking, community service and fellowship were a big part of our year.  

In February, the UCW co-ordinated and served the luncheon for the Church Annual 

meeting.  

March 3rd  was World Day of Prayer. It was held at Wesley-Knox United Church. There 

were 7 churches that participated in this event. The refreshments were served by the UCW 

women.  

         Elvis was in the house on October 12th. A sold-out crowd enjoyed the nostalgic music 

for 90 minutes, and we were very pleased to share the profits with our local and United 

Church charities.      

         Autumn brought pie making. The kitchen was a buzz with apple pie making, turkey 

pie making as well as baking loaves and Christmas cookies.  

Unit 4 also sold poinsettias in November. We continue to support our UCW members who 

are housebound with Poinsettias at Christmas and lilies at Easter.  

 The Christmas Bazaar was held on December 1st. It was very successful and 

everyone had a great day. The weather held out, and we welcomed over 1,100 people to 

our church in the 4- hour time span. 

       As 2018 comes to an end, I would like to welcome Ann Stokes, who will take over as 

President in January 2019. I wish her great success in her new role. 

 

Debra Eppel, President 

United Church Women 
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 A warm filling supper meal is served here at Wesley-Knox on the 4th Sunday of each 

month. The best meatloaf in town!! There are 2 meal prep teams, alternating service every 2nd 

month. This year we are pleased to announce that Scott and Tara Pegg have taken over the 

supervisory duties from Ron and Carrol Tanner, who have been involved since this effort started. 

Thank you, Ron and Carrol for your many years of service.  

 The funds for this meal program come completely from donations and fundraising 

campaigns. The Fall cheese fundraiser netted $800. Souper Sunday is coming March 3rd. Thank 

you for thinking of the Out-of-the-Cold program with your financial support.  

Out-of-the-Cold Meal Program 

Warm Mitts/Hats/Scarves/Socks 

 Your “warming” donations are so appreciated during these cold months. Clients of the 

Community Breakfast and Out-of-the-Cold Meal programs in November through March are invited 

to take items as needed. Warm socks are a big hit all winter long! Many knitters took donated 

wool home and transformed it into mitts, hats and scarves. Over 700 knitted items were received, 

plus numerous packs of socks. Thank you Wesley-Knox. 



 

 In the past year of 2018, I have had the privilege of working and serving alongside many 

amazing Wesley-Knox groups and individuals. It has been a wonderful opportunity to get to know 

many of you on a much more personal level and to grow in relationship with the Wesley-Knox 

community. 

 I support the Pastoral Care Team, Dr. Ross and Rev. Tracy, in an administrative capacity 

striving to meet your Pastoral Care needs. The Pastoral Care Team works behind the scenes in a 

dedicated, quiet, and confidential manner providing care and visiting those who may be confined 

to their homes, recovering from surgery or receiving palliative support for themselves and their 

families. It has been humbling to witness how the Pastoral Care Team impacts the lives of 

individuals with its love and care so freely shared with the Wesley-Knox community.  

 I would like to thank the Pastoral Care Team members who have stepped down in the 

past year, Karlene Kimber and Cathy Grasby. We also welcome new Team members, Liz Dunlop 

and Margo Bettger-Hahn who are joining us alongside Sandra Fox, Linda Olson, Brenda Smith, 

Paul Stewart, Dr. Doug Ross, and Rev. Tracy Crick Butler.    

Thanks also goes out to Joanne Sutherland for her compassionate ministry of coordinating and 

sending Forget-Me-Not Cards to let congregation members know that we are thinking of them. 

They have been very much appreciated.   

 In 2018, an ad hoc Photo Directory Committee was formed. Committee members Cathie 

Banks, Jane Fenwick, and Richard Yake worked very diligently and efficiently to organize photo 

sessions and volunteers in order to generate a new 2018 Photo Directory. The new Photo 

Directory is a great resource to help build community and make new connections within the 

church. 

 Further reflecting on 2018, it was a pleasure to participate in some very special and 

memorable community building events. In May, a successful “Women’s Night Out”, brought about 

50 women together to share in fellowship and community topped off with a campfire in the church 

parking lot. The fall “Photo Scavenger Hunt” challenged about 40 individuals to team up and 

make new friends in order to complete a candid scavenger hunt list followed by a potluck dinner. 

These opportunities to connect with each other and to grow friendships are a blessing to the 

Wesley-Knox Community. Thank you to all those who help make these events happen.  

 

Lisa Morris,  

Pastoral Care Team 
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Ministry and Personnel 

 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers 

to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up (Ephesians 4, 11

-12). 

 All of us are called for works of service of one kind or another to bring about God’s vision 

here on earth. At Wesley-Knox, we look for leadership in this work from our staff team of talented 

and passionate individuals who guide, challenge and encourage us. When we all work together, we 

accomplish incredible things.  

 Your Ministry and Personnel Committee worked very hard this year to support our staff in 

their individual ministries and as a team.  Members of the committee met more than 20 times this 

past year and devoted over 50 volunteer hours each. Thank you to M&P members John Bontje, 

Dave Cooper, Freda Evans, Marion Hearn and Tom Lardner for all your efforts and commitment. 

 As we refresh and renew the committee membership for 2019, we want to thank the staff 

and wish them all the best for the year ahead. 

Thank you Rev. Tracy, Dr. Ross, Karen, Kim, Heather, Chris, Lisa, Paul, Mallory, MaryBee and 

Amanda.   

 

Trevor Johnson, Chair 



 

2018 was the year when the Finance and Property Committees came together under the umbrella 

of the newly created Resources & Renewal Committee. It has been an extremely busy year, with all 

members contributing their accumulated knowledge to ensure that both the physical and financial 

requirements of the church are being met. A few highlights of 2018 include the following: 

Installation of the new sound system in the sanctuary using some of the funds raised from the 

Growth Campaign, funds held by our Trustees, as well as directed contributions from 

individuals and groups. 

Installation of new, low-flush toilets throughout the church including higher profile ones on the 

ground and basement levels.   

New gender neutral signage on washroom doors excluding the multi-stall washroom opposite 

the social hall. 

Gradual replacement of the lighting in the Sanctuary using new LED bulbs. Replacement of 

these bulbs takes a great deal of time and people-power and is a task not taken lightly. We 

have also been replacing the incandescent bulbs with LED’s throughout the church since 

last year. The decision to switch to these bulbs is for both financial and environmental 

reasons. LED’s are extremely energy efficient and consume up to 90% less power than 

incandescent bulbs. Since LED’s use only a fraction of the energy of an incandescent light 

bulb, we will also see a decrease in power costs. 

Implementation of a new accounting system. 

Ongoing review of our accounting and reporting systems to ensure that financial controls are 

appropriately strong. 

 

 2019 will see our Committee focus on Stewardship within the church. Stewardship isn’t 

simply about the financial resources of the church. It is also about the time and talent that you can 

give. Many of the things that happened this year are the direct result of the hard work put in by our 

amazing group of volunteers. Walls, doors, stairways and ceilings are painted; chairs are fixed; 

drywall is replaced; light bulbs are changed – the list goes on and on. We literally would not be able 

to do the things we do without the immense help provided by so many people. I thank each and 

every one of you for the selfless work you do to make Wesley-Knox such a warm and inviting place.  

If you have some time and abilities that you could give to our church (whether it is financial 

knowledge or a willingness to help with projects), please let a member of Resources & Renewal 

know.  

 Thank you to the Resources & Renewal Committee for its dedication and hard work this 

year. I’d also like to thank Heather Westbrook for her willingness to work with us as we make our 

way through the changes and improvements of new systems and processes. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sheila LeClair, Chair 

Resources and Renewal 
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Wonderful World of Handbells 

 The Wesley-Knox Handbell Choir continues to offer delightful music for Sunday Services. 

The ringers, many of whom are not Wesley-Knox members, love the challenge of increasingly 

harder pieces. We practice in 6-week chunks of time, play in church, and then take a break for a bit. 

Many members of the group will be attending the biannual handbell festival being held here in 

London at Fanshawe College, June 6-8, 2019. Plan to come to the concert Saturday June 8 to hear 

300+ ringers from across the province. Want to become a ringer? Contact Cathie 



 

 The 2018 year has been a successful one for the Spiritual Life Committee. The members 

of the committee have been instrumental in its success and are dedicated and resourceful. In 

addition, there are numerous helpers and committee ‘alumni’ who help by providing their talent 

and their time. 

 In 2018, we took responsibility for oversight of the sacraments. We altered the usher 

scheduling to add flexibility for the ushers, predominantly the younger generations who are 

unable to usher a continuous month of Sundays. We worked together with the communication 

team on the privacy picture announcement and postings, and we have accepted the 

responsibility for the oversight role of the new sound system from the temporary ad hoc 

purchasing committee. 

 Some of our objectives for 2018 have not been accomplished and are now part of our 

objectives for 2019. They include training for ushers for emergency situations, working jointly with 

the Resources and Renewal Committee on fire safety and education, and working jointly with the 

inclusivity team to audit the Wesley-Knox worship experience. 

 Just like gasoline (or electricity) is vital to run a car, your feedback is vital to run this 

committee. Throughout 2018, members of the committee and I have received valuable feedback, 

such as when we have invited great or not-so-great guest speakers; when we unexpectedly had 

communion by intinction; when Sundays were too busy or not busy enough; and when offering 

plates needed to be polished (another 2018 objective to be done in 2019). The Spiritual Life 

Committee is blessed by the respect and openness shown by all members of the congregation 

and of the staff when they offer praise and concerns from the decisions made and implemented 

by the committee.  

 

Thank-you, 

Dean Morris, Chair 

Spiritual Life 
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 Wesley-Knox Men and frequent guests meet for breakfast at the Family Circle on the 

first Sunday of each month including the summer. Out of this group has developed the 

Community Breakfast Team that organizes and presents a morning meal on the second 

Saturday of each month. Members of the community come and enjoy a hearty breakfast of 

cereal, juice, toast, eggs, pancakes, ham and coffee. Average attendance is about 55 although 

we have had as many as 150 on one occasion.  

 Our budget depends entirely on donations and fundraising with the principal project the 

annual Pancake Supper on Shrove Tuesday. In 2018, we had a wonderful turn-out from the 

congregation and community and raised more than $1000 to help pay for our supplies. A 

service club has also provided us with a generous annual donation which has helped us pay 

our expenses. We also try to assist with other church projects if funds allow. We have certainly 

benefited from the new dishwasher which we helped to pay for. The annual Pancake Supper 

in 2019 is on Tuesday, March 5th. Please plan to attending this great social event.  

 All of the volunteers, men and women, church members and non members, make up 

our wonderful team. Sincere thanks to all. 

 

Neil Eadie 

  

Wesley-Knox Men & Community Breakfast Team 



 

This team had the following members for 2018. 

CHAIR:  Mary Anne van de Vooren 

LEADERSHIP COUNCIL LIAISON:  John McFall 

STAFF MEMBERS:  Rev. Tracy, Kim Stark, Paul Stewart  (Seniors Group Facilitator)  

COMMITTEE MEMBERS  

Lynne Danby, Virginia Ford, David Knoppert, Hannah Hayworth, Jean Provost, Lisa Morris 

 The Faith Formation team provides Wesley-Knox and the extended community the 

opportunity for spiritual growth and development as all ages seek to deepen their faith. We 

provide support to the Sunday School program, Youth programs, Seniors’ programs, Study 

groups, and all groups that are working to enhance their spiritual growth 

The following were events supported by our team: 

Friday, May 4th—we sponsored a  family-friendly Games Night  

Sunday May 6th—Confirmation for 5 young people. Cake, juice and coffee were provided.
 Summer Camps—Kim,  along with our summer students, provided one week of VBS 
camp and 4 weeks of Creative Arts Camps. These camps were well attended. 
 August 16th—Wesley-Knox hosted a tour and lunch for a Peace Camp. Our guests were 
from various faiths within the city, and the purpose of the camp was to help each other understand 
the various faith groups, meet some new people and share our spiritual lives.   Neil Eadie 
introduced our guests to our amazing organ; a tour was taken of the sanctuary, and the highlights 
of the stained glass windows and the history of Wesley-Knox were presented to our guests. Lunch 
was prepared, served and cleaned up with the help of Linda Olson, Sammer, Ann Stokes, Jean 
Provost and John McFall.  
 In September, Walking with Words was started with Lisa Morris leading those who were 
interested in taking a walk through the Old South neighborhood, pausing for reflection on various 
Bible verses and the beauty of God’s world. 
 November 23rd Adventures night was held, a family-friendly night starting the Advent 
season. The children and adults made and decorated ginger bread houses,  paper chains with 
Advent countdown thoughts; Richard Yake led a sing along.  Special bells enhanced the sing 
along.  
 Christmas Pageant Party was a huge hit for the children and their families. The children 
were given a gift of giving to the Happily Ever Esther Farm Sanctuary. For more information, 
please use this link; https://www.happilyeveresther.ca 
 The final event of 2018 was the SWELL. Thanks goes to Jane Walker, Dave Lumley and 
Maggie Walker for assisting to make this event happen for the youth of Southwestern Ontario.
 There will be many exciting events for families, youth and adults to get involved with in 
2019. We hope to see you there. 
 We welcome new team members. We meet the 2nd Wednesday of the month in the chapel 
from 6:30-7:30 

Mary Anne van de Vooren, Chair  

Faith Formation 
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Confirmation Class 

May Cooper ⚫ Benedict Hobson ⚫ Maggie Jenkins ⚫ Keely Melville ⚫ Taryn Sutherland 

https://www.happilyeveresther.ca/
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Trustee Board 

 A sincere thank you to all members of the Trustee Board for their respective 

contributions to the trust duties this past year. A special tribute is also extended to Trustee Paul 

Mullen who has been the Secretary to the Trustee Board in excess of 20 years. We welcomed 

Trustee Rob Read who is the new Recording Secretary to the Board. 

 

Trustee Financial  

 

 2018 proved to be a rewarding year on our investment portfolio notwithstanding the 

turbulent market conditions. The realized rate of return was 4.25% as opposed to an objective of 

between 4-6% as per our Wesley-Knox Investment Policy. Sixty-four percent of trustee funds is 

invested in the equity market. This is slightly above the guideline set out in the Investment 

policy. 

 The initiative to increase the capital equity investment for 2018, in an effort to increase 

our rate of return, realized almost $38,000 towards our church operating expenses. Thanks to 

the Resources & Renewal Committee for allowing the utilization of Growth Funds as Trustee 

investments, until such time, as monies needed to meet the goals of the Growth Campaign. This 

was the case during this summer when the trustee capital funds were reduced to fund the new 

sound system which was a major Growth Campaign objective.  

In addition, the decision early in 2018 to have RBC Financial play a much more active role in the 

investment activity and streamlining of the General, Heritage and Manse Funds into one portfolio 

proved beneficial. 

 The Trustee Board members remain concerned about the erosion of our capital 

investment funds which directly impacts the interest earned for the operating account of our 

church. Legacy giving is important to rebuild capital. To address this issue, two Board Members 

have been appointed to explore ways and means of increasing bequests. 

 

Ross Rowe, Chair 

2019 Release of Trustees Motion 
1) WHEREAS the United Church of Canada, through London Conference and Middlesex 

Presbytery, recommends that local congregations annually approve a resolution pertaining to 

the protection and release of the Board of Trustees in respect of the insurance amounts; and 

2)WHEREAS the insurance on the buildings, contents, stained glass, organ and other property 

located at 91 Askin St., London, Ont. (the Property) will be $9,342,554.00 for the insurance 

period of March 1, 2019 to March 1, 2020; and 

3)WHEREAS the Wesley-Knox United Church congregation approved a similar resolution in 

respect of this matter for the 2018-2019 insurance year. 

THEREFORE be it resolved that the congregation of the Wesley-Knox Church hereby: 

A)Determines and directs that the insurance for the Property for Insurance Policy Year being March 

1, 2019 to March 1, 2020 shall be replacement cost insurance coverage as outlined in 

Paragraph 2 above, based upon the latest appraisal done in 2002 and as outlined in Policy 

MMF/1112-864, with the broker Hub International Limited; and 

B)Acknowledges that the limits in such Insurance Policy may be less than the full replacement cost 

of the Property insured under the policy; and 

C)Releases the Trustees of the Wesley-Knox congregation from any obligation to maintain 

insurance coverage with higher limits than that provided in the Policy, and agrees to indemnify 

and save harmless the Trustees of the said congregation for all claims with respect to such 

obligation. 

 

Resolution to be presented by the Board of Trustees and will be presented for consideration by the 

congregation at the Wesley-Knox Annual General Meeting on 2019 February 10. 

  



 

Reaching Out 

 The Wesley Knox Reaching Out committee focuses on communicating to the 

congregation and community, all the activities and action within the Church.  We  pro-

mote environmental awareness and support local outreach and social justice initiatives. 

We support global social justice initiatives as well including the United Church’s work 

through Mission and Service and accept our responsibility to share the understanding 

of this important work.   All of  this is visible as: 

• Management of the Kindred Spirit Connection, presence on Facebook, and our web-

site.   

• Embracing the work of the London Food Bank with our twice yearly food drives.   

• Conducting the annual Environmental Sunday, enlightening others about environmen-

tal concerns and current actions 

• Conducting the annual Mission Sunday service, to share the wonderful mission work 

in our community and throughout the world. 

•Ongoing support of Canadian Aid for Southern Sudan (C.A.S.S.) by hosting the annual 

concert at Wesley Knox and managing a booth at Gathering on the Green every 

June, to sell items from Africa and Jane Roy’s wonderful paintings  

•Management of the Loonies for Lent initiative that raised $646.10 for ELUCO. 

•Supporting the Bread not Stones initiative, led by Linda Woods 

•Encouraging the wonderful work of the hospitality teams who continue to provide 

monthly community breakfasts and Out of the Cold meals. 

 As we look forward to the year ahead, we are considering activities that will en-

gage all the demographics of Wesley Knox, such as lunch and learn opportunities or 

group based fun for the younger members.  Let us know your ideas!  We are Reaching 

Out in action!   

Margo Bettger-Hahn, Chair 



 

Nomination Committee  

LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 

 

Chair  Cathy Grasby 

Treasurer Bob Hahn 

Secretary Sheila Carson 

Councillors Jenn Cline 

  Tony Haworth 

  John Koreen 

  Lynda Laskey 

  John McFall 

  Tara Pegg 

 

TRUSTEE BOARD 

 

Chair  Ross Rowe 

  Rev. Tracy Crick-Butler 

  Darryl Banks 

  William Bright 

  Carl Hearn 

  Lynda Laskey 

  Douglas McCabe 

  Marilynne McNeil 

  Paul Mullen 

  Elizabeth Phoenix 

  Robert Reid 

  Cindy Stewart 

  Douglas Scott 

 

 

 

STANDING COMMITTEES 

 

Ministry & Personnel 

Chair  

           Marion Hearn 

 Michael Cottam 

 Lorraine Jardine 

 Michael Melville 

 Jean Provost 

 

   

Reaching Out 

Chair Margo Bettger-Hahn 

Staff Support Heather Westbrook 

 Mallory Brennan 

 Brian Dalton 

 David DeLong 

 Debbie Ferguson 

 Diane Knoppert 

 Joey Lawson 

 Debra Lediet 

 Glen Pearson 

 Jane Roy 

 Linda Woods 

 Maggie Walker—KSC Editor 

 

 

Faith Formation 

Chair David Knoppert 

Staff Support Rev. Tracy Crick-Butler 

Staff Support  Kim Stark 

Staff Support  Paul Stewart 

 Susan Ackland 

 Lynn Danby 

 Lisa Morris 

 Brad Prentice 

 Mary Anne Van de Vooren 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Nomination Committee Continued 

18 

Resources and Renewal 

Chair Sheila LeClair 

Staff Support  Rev. Tracy Crick-Butler 

Staff Support  Chris Nichols 

 Cathie Banks 

 Cathy Grasby  

 Bob Hahn 

 Ted Leitch 

 Margaret Henderson 

 Jacob Baynham 

 Bill Bright 

 Neil Eadie 

 Marilynne McNeil  

 Ron Olson  

 Robert Reid  

 Shawn Spicer  

 Donna Goldhawk 

 Chris Mortlock 

 Paul Mullen 

 Susan Smith 

 Paul Stewart 

 Jason Taylor 

  

          

Community Life 

Chair Debbi Jarvis 

Staff Support  Rev. Tracy Crick-Butler 

Staff Support  Lisa Morris 

Staff Support  Heather Westbrook 

 Gail Bright 

 Hopelyn Butler 

 Brian Dalton 

 Doug McCabe 

 Lauren Wren 

 

 

Pastoral Care Team 

Staff Support Rev. Dr. Douglas Ross   

 Sandra Fox 

 Brenda Smith 

 Linda Olson 

 Paul Stewart 

  

 

  

 

Spiritual Life 

Chair Dean Morris 

Staff Support  Rev. Tracy Crick-Butler 

 Mike Beck 

 Liz Dunlop 

 Bill Grasby 

 Liz Phoenix 

 Ann Stokes 

 Jason Taylor 
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UCW Financial Statement 

WESLEY-KNOX UNITED CHURCH WOMEN 

GENERAL FUND 

YEAR-TO-DATE REPORT—December 31, 2018 

 

 

Assets at beginning of year 

  Bank Balance                       15,205.69 

  Investments                                0.00 

                          15,205.69 

Receipts 

 Unit Returns                                             15,653.78 

 Annual Fundraising Events                                            7,983.91 

 Receptions                                              2,144.60 

 Donations                                                  200.00 

 Miscellaneous Income                                             2,487.65 

 Calendar Sales                                                   45.09 

 G.I.C & Bank Interest                                                    0.00 

 G.S.T. Rebate                                                     0.00 

                           28,515.03 

 

Disbursements 

 Operating Expenses                                            1,714.25 

 Congregational Purposes                                            2,511.95 

 Community Project Donations                                           5,600.00 

 United Church Donations                                            3,050.00 

 International Project Donations                                             300.00 

 Miscellaneous Donations                                                         200.00 

 M&S Objective                                                       8,000.00 

                          21,376.20 

 

Receipts Net of Disbursements      7,138.83 

 

Transfer to / (from) Reserve Fund              15,000.00 

 

Assets at end of year 

 Bank Balance                            7,344.52 

 Investments                                     0.00 

           7,344.52 
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WESLEY-KNOX UNITED CHURCH WOMEN 

RESERVE FUND 

YEAR-TO-DATE REPORT - December 31, 2018 

 

 

Assets at beginning of year 

  Bank Balance                                        16,187.83 

  Investments                                        22,060.58 

          38,248.41 

 

Receipts 

 G.I.C & Bank Interest                                                                      0.00 

 Annual Fundraising Events                                                                     0.00 

 Out of the Cold                                                                      0.00 

                                                  0.00 

 

Disbursements 

 Miscellaneous                                                               2,142.55 

 Out of the Cold                                                                                          0.00 

                                           2,142.55 

 

Receipts Net of Disbursements          (2,142.55) 

 

Transfer from / (to) General Fund/Memorials     15,000.00 

 

Assets at end of year 

 Bank Balance                                                    19,045.28 

 Investments                                                    32,060.58 

          51,105.86 

 

IVAH GRAY FUND 

YEAR-TO-DATE REPORT—December 31, 2018 

 

Assets at beginning of year 

 Bank Balance                                                898.44 

 Investments                                           7,800.00 

            8,698.44 

 

Receipts   

GIC & Bank Interest & Misc Income                                                                  179.40 

 

Disbursements                                              350.00 

 

Receipts Net of Disbursements          (170.60) 

Assets at end of year 

Bank Balance                                                                     727.84 

Investments                                                                  7,800.00 

            8,527.84 
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Financial Statements for 2018 
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Notes 


