
Advent – Christmas 2016

By the time you read this article, the
results of the American presidential

election will be in. However, I am writing
this article on the eve of the election—an
election that has been talked about,
scrutinized and debated in so many places.

No matter who you believe was the best candidate, I
imagine we can all agree that this electoral race did not bring
out the best in people. Many times over the last several
months, as I listened to candidates speak, to supporters’
comments, or to the media trying to make sense of the latest
scandal, I have asked myself, “Is there not SOMEONE with
the power to make all of this stop? Is there not SOMEONE
who has the ability to say, ‘Enough!’ and change things
around?” I was frustrated by the senselessness of so much of
it and wondered what had happened to humanity.

But as I read through the Advent scripture readings I
realized that perhaps what I, and others have been feeling
with this election, might not be so different than the feelings
of the people of ancient Israel before the birth of Jesus. Their
world was in turmoil. Nothing seemed to make sense and a
loss of hope was palpable among the people. Those people
longed for a sense of direction that would make meaning of
their lives.

But God did not send them another king—or a president!
God sent them Jesus. God sent love, peace, joy and hope in
the form of a baby who would teach these people and the
whole world that there is another way. Jesus came that we

might come to understand that each one of us—and all of
us—have the ability to live in ways that bring healing and
hope to our world. This does not happen because our
leaders change, but because we change. How we live and
move in the world changes. Each of us is invited to live in
ways that bring God’s kingdom to earth—a kingdom of
justice, grace, compassion and love.

In our world today, we invest so much time, energy and
interest in those who have power. However the lesson of
Christmas is that what will really change our world, what will
really make a difference in our lives and the lives of others, is
what was born in a stable 2000 years ago: hope. Hope that
came to earth as a baby who would turn our world
upside down through the power of love.

This Advent I pray that each of us might
rediscover that hope and love as, once again, we
welcome Jesus into our hearts.

As you read through the Kindred Spirit
Connection you will see signs of hope in the ministry
and the mission that is being lived out at Wesley-Knox. Take
note of the wonderful celebrations with the Shalash family
who have made their way into the hearts of many. Enjoy
learning about the youth who are actively serving, the
outreach that is happening, opportunities for learning and
growth, and the many people who share their gifts in ways
that make this community a place that “Moves in the Spirit”.

Peace and blessings to you and your family during this
holy season.—Rev. Tracy Crick-Butler

From Rev. Tracy

The Wesley-Knox

Kindred Spirit Connection
Moving in the Spirit...

Wesley-Knox United Church • 91 Askin Street, London, ON N6C1E7 • 673-4803 • www.wesleyknox.com

Christmas Eve at Wesley-Knox...The children gather...



Dear Friends and Fellow Travelers,
The US election is over. We are living in a new world—a world

that made me realize ever more surely and clearly that there are
several paths we can choose. There is a path that focuses on self-
serving lower values and a path that holds to values of a higher
nature. There is a path that supports anger, hate and hopelessness

and a path that supports courage, compassion and justice. All of us live
somewhere between these two extremes, first pulled in one direction, and then,
stopping ourselves, consciously moving towards the other.

Why do we want so much to move to the end that is courage, compassion and
justice? Simply because choosing this path makes life better. It makes our days a
blessing and our hearts sing. By giving in to anger, hate and hopelessness, to fear
and rage, we diminish ourselves. Our hearts shrink.

But it is hard to hold onto the positive path of courage, compassion and justice.
It is much easier to jump onto the bigger, negative path touted all around us. It
is easy to lose our way when this way is promoted so loudly. But where will it lead?

This is exactly when, Wesley-Knox and places like it, become so important. In
our Wesley-Knox family, we support one another and give each other strength
and courage as we move forward. And all we can do is move forward. There is no
going back. There never was and never is, no matter how much we might wish
for it.

We know how to do it. Our guide is Jesus, the Compassionate One, the Healer,
the One who taught us that Heaven is inclusive and forgiving. For us, in this faith
community, his is the Way and the only Way.

At this time, the light that shines from Wesley-Knox is needed more than ever.
People need to come here for respite and encouragement, and be held in the
everlasting arms of God. Children need to be raised and nurtured in this
atmosphere and not left to whatever ill wind might be blowing through our
turbulent society at the moment.

Where does music fit into all this? Music is God’s transformative gift. It can lift
our spirits and move our hearts. It is a power for good and healing. It can sustain
us in our darkest moments. It can hold us, comfort us, bring us closer to God,
and help keep us on the path toward the light. And it is available to us all.

Our church family is our strength and our blessing. Our open doors and
inclusive spirit-based programs are our greatest gifts to our community. Let us
walk on this path together, singing Moving in the Spirit!—Karen Schuessler, director
of music

It is good to be back with lots of exciting things to come home to.
We hope to see many of you on Friday, November 25, for the
Crossroad Alliance Church’s annual Bethlehem Walk. This is a
wonderful event for people of all ages. A bus has been scheduled to
take us out and back, and truthfully, the bus ride is a huge part of
the fun! The bus leaves Wesley-Knox at 5 pm and returns no later

than 9. If you would like to know more about this event or would like to sign up
for it, please telephone me, Barb McGill, 519.673.4803 x 203, or email me at
mcgill4556@gmail.com. Cost for the bus is $5 per person, family maximum $15.
Admission to the actual walk is free. Please register by Sunday, November 20.

continued on page 8 �
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Explore Hand Drumming
with 
Percussionist Rob Larose
Have you always wanted to learn hand drums? Now is your
chance! Explore hand drumming with percussionist Rob Larose!
Rob is no stranger to Wesley-Knox. He’s played djembe, congas
and bongos with our choirs and with the Karen Schuessler Singers.
And now you can learn how to play too.

In January, at Wesley-Knox, Rob will be offering hand drum
lessons in a group setting. Rob will help you explore the music of
Africa, Cuba, Jamaica and the Middle East. Here is the schedule
that’s been planned:

Classes will be held on Mondays:
• Session 1: Eight weeks, January 16–March 6
• Session 2: Eight weeks, March 20–May 8
Times
• Teens and Adults: 4–4:50 pm
• Young people ages 8–12: 5–5:30 pm
Cost for each eight-week session:
• Teens and Adults: $70
• Young people 8–12: $50
Drums will be provided but

bring your own if you have them.
No prior experience needed. Just
super fun! Additional information 
and registration forms soon!—HJM

UCW
Our 2016 Wesley-Knox UCW
Christmas Bazaar will be held 11 am–3 pm, Saturday, December 3.
The bazaar will feature a bake table, frozen food, Christmas
cookies, preserves, Christmas treasures, a clothing boutique, a
children's game area, a café for lunch plus one-of-a kind home-
crafted items. Come and shop!

We are accepting donations for our Christmas treasures table
and our gently used clothing boutique.

Date of UCW’s Christmas Annual General Meeting is Monday
December. 12. Unit 1 will host. Social time 5:30 pm, turkey dinner
complete with stuffing and cranberry sauce served family table
style at 6. Cost: $20. This event is open to all UCW members.

Our UCW women continue to make and offer recycled all-
season greeting cards, $0.50 each. Look for them in the Social Hall
after church and outside Heather's office throughout the week.
Come on Tuesdays, 1–3 pm to help us make cards. Talent not
required. Do bring scissors!

We welcome all women of the church to come to a UCW
meeting and find out what the UCW is all about. Meetings are held
monthly September–June. Meeting times are: 

Unit 1 - first Monday of each month, 7–9 pm
Unit 2 - first Tuesday of each month, 1–3 pm
Unit 4 - second Tuesday of each month, 7–9 pm

For more information, contact me at 519.433.6499, or visit the
Wesley-Knox UCW Facebook page.—Debra Eppel. UCW president

Advent and Christmas
at Wesley-Knox

Join us for worship, bazaar and concert during
this joyous Advent and Christmas season!

Sunday, November 27
10:30 am: Advent 1– Holy Communion

Saturday, December 3

It’s Christmas in the Village!
Wesley-Knox Christmas Bazaar

12 noon to 3 pm

Then at 8 pm…
The Holly and the Ivy Concert

Audiences of 500, year after 
year, can’t be wrong! Glorious
traditional and gospel Christmas
music with Denise Pelley, the
Wesley-Knox Senior and Junior
choirs, and Steve Holowitz
and band. Tickets at Tuckey
Home Hardware and other
ticket outlets, and at the church.

Sunday, December 4
10:30 am: Advent 2 – Poinsettias and Handbells

Sunday, December 11
10:30 am: Advent 3 – The Christmas Pageant

2 pm: A Service of Hope

Saturday, December 17
7 pm: London Conference United Church
Christmas Swell Youth Service. Energy!

Sunday, December 18
10:30 am: Advent 4 – All Choirs Sunday
7 pm: Night Passed service for those in
12-step programs and their families

Saturday, December 24
Christmas Eve

7 pm: Kids, Carols and Candles Family Service
10 pm: Holy Communion with string quartet

Sunday, December 25
Christmas Day

10:30 am - Holy Communion

Sunday, January 29
10:30 am: Epiphany 1 - Holy Communion
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When Tracy asked me to speak about Giving, I gladly said
yes, but then started to question my sanity. Money is an

uncomfortable topic for many. Since the Future Growth
campaign started, I think it has made me more aware. I want
this church to be viable. I want to see more programs
available for all age groups. Amazing things come out of this
place, and in this age where more things are online, and you
can avoid human interaction, the sense of community that
Wesley-Knox offers has become ever more important to me
and my family. 

Growing up, I have always had a tie to a faith community.
We started coming to Wesley-Knox when I was ten and I
have always felt that we belonged. While weekend activities
and university pulled me away for long stretches of time, I
always felt welcomed by all
generations. This has helped me to
relate in the outside world. Even as a
child, I was comfortable talking to
pretty well anyone of any age, and I
think a lot of that has to do with the
many friends I have here in my
church home.

I don’t think I was ever really
aware of what was involved with the
money side of being part of a church.
I knew that my family always gave to
the church each year, but I was
happily oblivious to the specifics. As I
moved out and started my own
family, I must admit that giving to the
church was never at the top of my list
of where our family put its money. I,
like many, spend a fair bit each year
on activities—for the kids, for my
husband, for myself. Sports, drama,
music, swimming—all of these add
up. But I never hesitate to make the
investment if it’s something we really
enjoy. But as I looked at everything we do, I realized that one
of the activities that has been a constant in our family is choir.
I have been in the Senior Choir since I was 13. There weren’t
very many kids around at that time (a lot has changed) and
my options were very limited. I loved to sing, but you don’t
always find a place where you love to do it.

Over the years, I have learned how much our choir means
to me. Karen is amazing. She’s so incredibly gifted. She puts
so much time and effort into this group. There aren’t many
church choirs that can sing some of the pieces we do—and
that’s a testament to her dedication. It’s not just a group of
people who gather to sing every week. It’s a family, that

supports, nurtures and loves. I pay $30 a year to be a
part of this wonderful family.

Now I’m not the only member of my family who is part of
the choir community here. My daughter Georgia started in
Primary Choir when she was 6. She’s now 11. My daughter
Emma has started in the Cherub Choir this year. The fact that
they have this opportunity is so special to me. They look
forward to coming each week. They think that it is the
coolest thing that people know them and greet them by
name whenever they’re at church. I’m not sure how I can
ever properly articulate the self-esteem and confidence this
kind of recognition has given my children.

It wasn’t until I thought all of this through that I realized
I should be making the same kind of financial commitment
to Wesley-Knox that I do to all the other activities in which
my family is involved. And I’m pretty sure that I’m not the

only person here who hasn’t really
made the connection between the
support the church gives us to the
support we should be giving back
financially. I think with increased
awareness we can make a difference.
I have listened every year to the
Stewardship Committee talk about
giving but I don't think I really
processed everything that I was
hearing.

I have now made a commitment
to myself to put the Church in my
mind. To remember that even
though there is no registration fee to
belong, it warrants the same
consideration as organizations that
require this. For so many years, I felt
that I didn't have to worry about how
much I was giving. There was always
a significant reason why I couldn’t
actively give: I was a student, I had
just purchased a home, it was
daycare costs. Surely the Church

wouldn’t be impacted if I didn’t put anything on the plate. 
But it is impacted. Right now, our congregation’s annual

givings are not covering the very basics: salaries, utilities,
insurance, telephone and internet—the list goes on and on
just like it does at my own home. I know that I can help to
change things. I have paid every month for a gym
membership for years, that I clearly don't use all that often,
but don't even notice it's coming out of my account. So I'm
finally going to sign up for PAR and support this place I come
to at least two times a week.

I would like to thank Rev. Tracy for asking me to speak.
Instead of it being an awkward thing to do, it has given me
an opportunity to stop and think about what Wesley-Knox
has done for me and what I can do in return.—Tara Pegg4

Why Give? 
Rev. Tracy asked Tara Pegg to share her thoughts on Giving during our Sunday, November 3, service. Here are Tara’s words:



Our Syrian Family: Truly, Faith in Action
A mission of faith, yes, absolutely. The Holy Spirit was working in the hearts of a group of six people at Wesley-Knox. It was
in a quiet way, figuratively speaking, like a tap on the shoulder, about a year ago when the newly formed support team
initially met as a discussion group. But this discussion group quickly turned into an action group with a mission....

What should we do? Something or do nothing? Mary Bee Haworth had her heart focused on a Syrian family that she had
heard about through a brother of this family. She knew that this family
desperately needed a private sponsor to gain a passage to Canada. Mary Bee
had this family on her mind for three years. After the weighing pros and cons
of becoming a sponsoring group, we decided to move forward, riding on
wings of faith. We did have a carefully planned, strategic plan in mind, and
over the coming months, the research was done and the funds were raised.

Fast forward to February 29, 2016. After deciding to sponsor this Syrian
refugee family, the government paperwork was completed and submitted for
processing. Then the waiting began. It is amazing how six people with such
varied backgrounds were able to work together, communicate openly with
respect for one another, and truly focus on a common goal. There were so
many tasks ahead but throughout its journey the team never lost focus or
faith. We continued to meet in the chapel at Wesley-Knox. We often started
discussions by lighting a candle and sharing a prayer. 

Keeping in touch with other churches in our community helped to sustain
our strength. Contacting federal government employees helped us track the progress of our application. Our focus remained
strong throughout this time. In discussions we realized that we needed a seventh person who could help with organizing
finances, so Al Pauli came on board. The group of six was now a group of seven.

In August we learned that the Canadian government was allowing 500 more families into Canada. On September 8, we
learned that our family had met all the conditions and requirements needed to gain entry. Basically, they had been approved.
We had a tracking number for our family so now we could periodically check on the status of their application. On September
27, we finally received word from the government that our family was coming to Canada. They actually had an airline and
a flight number and we knew for sure that they would arrive early Thanksgiving Monday, October 10. Members of the
support team greeted the family at Pearson on that memorable morning, along with the family’s brother and sister. Tired
tears of joy flowed freely that day.

Our Syrian family, Samer and Nawal Shalash and their daughter Miryam — is now settled in a furnished apartment. They
were registered to start ESL (English as Second Language) classes on Monday, November 7. Their health care has been taken
care of and they are looking and feeling much more relaxed. Samer and Nawal and Miryam come to Wesley-Knox every
Sunday. You will notice them right away, under the west balcony, with their clear and genuine smiles. You might also
see 19-month old Miryam, also known as Mimi, running around in the gym during coffee time after service!
Wesley-Knox welcomes our new family with open hearts and minds.—Linda Imrie

Christmas Quiz
We ran this a couple of years ago and thought it might be fun to run it again. How well do you know the stories of 
Jesus’ birth? Most of us know there are two different stories in the Bible, one in Matthew, the other in Luke. In popular
imagination (art, nativity sets, greeting cards, etc.) these stories are often run together, but really, they are quite different.
Below are 24 elements of the stories. Can you identify which belong to Luke, which belong to Matthew, which belong to
both, and which belong to neither—that is, they are later additions not found in the Bible? Choose from L = Luke, 
M = Matthew, B = both, and N = not in the Bible. Answers appear on the back page of this KSC.fufills

1. ___  angel Gabriel

2. ___  star

3. ___  manger

4. ___  a worried Herod

5. ___  virgin birth

6. ___  found in house

7. ___  journey to Bethlehem

8. ___  angels singing

9. ___  animals in the stable

10. ___  Roman census

11. ___  Mary is the central figure

12. ___  flight to Egypt

13. ___  gifts

14. ___  King of the Jews

15. ___  no room at the inn

16. ___  three wise men

17. ___  camels

18. ___  warnings in dreams

19. ___  shepherds

20. ___  intrigue, murder

21. ___  Joseph is the central figure

22. ___  little drummer boy

23. ___  light to the Gentiles

24. ___  multiple prophecies 5

Our Syrian Family...



From Your FIA Committee
As always, the various teams that form FIA—your Faith in Action Committee—have been busy!

Global Action
� • Our Syrian family arrived on Thanksgiving Monday. Many thanks to members of the Syrian Refugee Support Team
for their vision and commitment. 

• The Mission Sunday service on November 13 will focus on our Syrian family. This will be an inspirational and moving
time and an opportunity to give thanks for the safety of the family.

• On Sunday, November 6, Wesley-Knox hosted an amazing, inspiring South Sudan Concert featuring Denise Pelley,
Saidat, a band and three outstanding school choirs. This annual concert supports the ongoing work of CASS—Canadian Aid
for Southern Sudan—including women’s programs, women’s micro-enterprise, a primary school and the only secondary
school in the Gordhim, South Sudan area. 

Environmental Sustainability 
� • On Saturday, October 1, the Green Team supported by a large number of Wesley-Knox youth collected cast-off
household electronics for recycling. Proceeds were used to support our Growth Campaign and research into cerebral palsy. 

Economic Sustainability
� • Donations for the London Food Bank Thanksgiving Food Drive were collected
throughout October. Thanks to everyone who contributed.
� • The Second Annual Mamas to Mamas Little Big Sale, Saturday, October 22, was
a big success. Christine Taleski, the dedicated and passionate woman behind this
endeavor, enlisted a large crew of volunteers and $3,550 was raised for baby essentials
going to the London Food Bank. Thanks to all Wesley-Knox volunteers who helped. 

Hospitality
• Our hospitality teams are in full swing. Richard Yake is filling the last few

openings for the Salvation Army’s annual SACK campaign, and once again, we are hosting guests at our regular Community
Breakfasts and Out-of-the Cold Dinners.—Sheila LeClair, chair

Growth Campaign Update
• The Building Our Future Growth Campaign continues to move forward. We are so blessed to have more opportunities

to Imagine the Possibilities! Pledges and fundraising from events now total almost $251,000 —29.5% of our $850,000 goal!

Gatherings
• We will be holding a few more Gatherings. These are a great place to ask

questions, share ideas, build fellowship and find out more about the many faces of
Wesley-Knox. We have a huge favour to ask of you! We need more volunteers to host
gatherings.  If you are willing to host one, please let Sue Mennill know.  If you are
approached to host one, please consider it. 

Fundraising and Funraising
• Many thanks to Virginia Ford, our Fundraising Coordinator. We have now had

three amazingly successful events:
• Downton Abbey Strawberry Social
• An Evening with Elvis!
• The Halloween Dance

These events raised $4,919.25 for our Growth Campaign. With the funds from our anonymous donor who has agreed
to match all event fundraising dollars up to $25,000, the Growth Campaign grew by $9,838.50!

Upcoming
* There is one more event being planned for the New Year. On Saturday, February 11, the Senior Choir will offer a

cabaret night featuring Love Songs. There will be dessert, coffee and lots of music—a wonderful way to celebrate Valentine’s
Day! 

• If you have any other fundraising ideas, please contact Virginia. Let’s maximize those matching dollars! On behalf of
the entire Future Growth Team, we thank everyone who has given of time, talents and financial resources to help with
this campaign.—Sheila LeClair, chair6



From Your Property Committee
The Property Committee is pleased to share that our church now has new “high-efficiency boilers”. These boilers replace a
30-year old boiler which was operating, at best, at about 50% efficiency. The new boilers will not only heat our building
better, but will also save us money. 

We have also brought our ventilation system back online to help our new boilers distribute heat more evenly and efficiently
throughout our building. This should prevent some of the coldness we previously endured in various parts of the building. 

We continue to “tweak” the heating system. Some of this “tweaking” includes working on the heat radiator in the west
end of the Social Hall, and replacing and rezoning thermostats throughout the building. 

We are also pleased to mention that we continue replacing some of the older windows in our building. This past spring,
we replaced windows in both the kitchen and the social hall. These windows have frosted glass which further helps reduce
our heating and cooling costs and gives us greater privacy and security. 

We continue with other projects to improve appearance, accessibility, and efficiency in and around our building. This
includes reducing buildups of non-essential clutter and creating new storage spaces for large items kept in the building. This,
in turn, improves accessibility. 

We continue to reduce our carbon footprint under the efforts of our custodian, Chris Nichols, through vigilant reduction
of waste and improvements in our recycling efforts. 

As you can see, the Property Committee continues to work diligently but quietly behind-the-scenes, to maintain and
improve our church home. If you have any suggestions or concerns that would help us with our efforts, please contact me or
any member of the Property Committee.—Chris Mortlock, chair

Above, l-r: Our new high-efficiency boilers; a new, more secure window in the Social Hall; new recycling containers in the
kitchen. Below, l-r: Another shot of the boilers; a new, more secure window in the kitchen; we now separate and recycle.

Wesley-Knox Men
Fall attendance at our community breakfasts has varied but we continue to see the need for this kind of service in our
community. Each month, the Middlesex-London Health Unit issues a comprehensive list of sources for meals in our city, and
meals are available to people every day of the week, mostly at churches.

Our next major event will be the Annual Pancake Supper, Shrove Tuesday, February 28, 5–6:30 pm in the Social Hall.
All-you-can-eat pancakes, ham, baked beans and make-your-own sundaes will be offered. Cost of tickets: $7, $4 for children
11 and under. Proceeds are used to buy food for the Community Breakfast Program. Look for more information in the New
Year. 

Thanks to our wonderful group of volunteers—both men and women—who offer their assistance each month,
shopping, preparing and serving our community breakfasts.—Neil Eadie
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Looking Ahead!

• The Mitten Cane is up and there’s wool at the back of the church. Help
yourself and knit up some warm socks, mittens or scarves for the folks at our
Community Breakfasts and Out-of-the-Cold hospitality meals!

• There will be no Out-of-the-Cold hospitality meal on the fourth Sunday
of December. That Sunday is Christmas Day!

• This year, both Christmas and New Year’s Day fall on a Sunday. Yes,
there will be church!

• Mark your calendars now! Sunday, January 29, is a Souper Sunday. Stay
for a great lunch and help support the Out-of-the Cold meal program. Only $6
per person, $20 family maximum. Tickets on sale in January.

• Wednesday, January 18, is a Council Meeting night. Our Annual
General Meeting is on Sunday, February 12.

• On Saturday, February 11, the Senior Choir presents A Valentine
Cabaret in support of the Future Growth Campaign. Tickets, price TBA, on
sale in January.

• On Tuesday, February 28, Wesley-Knox Men and friends offer their
Annual Pancake Supper in support of the Community Breakfast program.

Left: Presenting Bread not Stones dolls to London City Council; Centre: Members of the Senior Youth Group 
at the World Partnership Walk, Victoria Park; Right: a weekend retreat at the Walker Cottage, Grand Bend.

� Barb McGill continued from page 2

There are only a few more Sundays until our annual Christmas Pageant. Preparations are now underway for the rehearsal
party and play. We just need to know who is coming! I hope you received a registration form for this event via email or on
a Sunday morning. Forms are available at the back of the sanctuary and outside my office. Please return forms by Sunday,
December 4. While the pageant and party are for children and youth JK–8, toddlers and preschoolers are encouraged to
participate too! 

Our Wesley-Knox Worship Committee invites families and young people to participate in conducting our Sunday worship.
The committee is seeking scripture readers, greeters, ushers, and people to prepare and serve communion. There are roles
for people of all ages! Please let me know of your interest and I will put you in touch with the right people.

And now let’s take a deep breath as we enter this time of listening and waiting for the coming of the Christ Child. God
bless.—Barbara McGill, director, Children’s and Youth Ministry

Christmas Quiz Answers
Nos. 1, 3, 7, 8, 10, 11, 15, 19, 23 (Gabriel, manger, journey to Bethlehem, angels singing, Roman census, Mary as central figure, no room at the inn, shepherds, light to the
Gentiles) are only in Luke
Nos. 2, 4, 6, 12, 13, 14, 18, 20, 21, 24 (star, a worried Herod, found in house, flight to Egypt, gifts, King of the Jews, warnings in dreams, intrigue and murder, Joseph as
central figure, multiple prophecies fulfilled) are only in Matthew
No. 5 (virgin birth) is found both in Matthew and Luke, although some scholars will argue that what Matthew describes is not technically a virgin birth but an immaculate
conception. The gospels do mention that Jesus had brothers, some of whom could even have been born before Jesus.
Nos. 9, 16, 17 and 22 (animals in the stable, three wise men, camels, little drummer boy) are found nowhere in the scriptures. Also, nothing about Jesus being born in

wintertime, not even in a metaphorical sense. A note about the three wise men, actually better translated as astrologers. Matthew mentions three gifts—gold,
frankincense and myrrh, but these could have been offered by two wise men or a dozen. No number is actually specified in Matthew.
So, how well did you do? A blessed Christmas to all! And read your Bibles!—HJM8


