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WESLEY-KNOX UNITED CHURCH 

Spiritual Life Committee Meeting 

Thursday, March 30th, 2020 

MINUTES 

 

This meeting took place online by Zoom due to distancing restrictions in place due to the 

Coronavirus pandemic. 

 

Those present: Liz Dunlop (Chair), Ann Stokes (Secretary), Mike Beck, Shawn Spicer, 

Vivienne Wardle, Kathey Coates, Lynda Laskey (Leadership Liaison), Rev Pirie Mitchell, Glen 

Pearson, Jane Roy, Karen Schuessler, Mallory Brennan (Zoom facilitator), John McFall 

(Leadership) 

 

Regrets: Jason Taylor 

 

Welcome:  John told us about how Zoom works as most of us are new to online meetings.  A 

free licence allows only for a 40-minute meeting.  John has bought a subscription, which is $20 

per month, and allows for longer meetings.  He has shared this with Mallory who can schedule 

longer meetings for committees, if required.  We would need to book this with Mallory to avoid 

scheduling problems. 

 

John then introduced Rev Pirie Mitchell, our new supply minister. 

 

Devotional & Opening Prayer: Shawn 

 

1. Minutes of the March 5th meeting were approved. 

 

2. Discussion regarding past services:  

 

March 8th - Lent 2. Bells. Barb McGill will do all, including Children’s Time.  John 

conveyed a message from Rev Dr Doug Ross: Nice to see Barb in our church, and how 

much she has grown in knowledge and faith.   

March 15th - Lent 3.  Glen / Sheila Carson / Richard Yake   

March 22nd - Lent 4.  Cancelled due to Coronavirus restrictions. 

March 29th - Lent 5.  Cancelled due to Coronavirus restrictions. 

 

3. Discussion regarding upcoming services/pulpit supply:   

 

As our church is closed due to Coronavirus restrictions, future services will need to be 

recorded.  Pirie offered to put together services for the next 5 weeks to allow for planning.  

Discussion re use of the Sanctuary when the church building is closed - we liked the idea of 

using the sanctuary and organ for continuity.   

 

This committee recommends restricted use of the Sanctuary for the purpose of recording 

services.  This will be taken to the Leadership meeting on Wednesday for approval.   

 



 

 

2 

 

Current restrictions say no more than 5 at a meeting - Pirie says that would be enough to 

record a service.  John says if Karen will record the hymn, he could overlay the words so 

that viewers can join in.  Karen suggested that, in future, soloists could record at home. 

 

April 5th - Palm Sunday.  Interview with Pirie for his first Message.  Jane was suggested 

for this but Pirie suggested using a Youth Quest member to included the younger folk.  Glen 

will see who is available (subject to coronavirus restrictions).  Liz can find scripture reader 

or will do it herself.  Pirie says we can have communion; he would just tell people to get 

some “bread & wine” (could be milk & cookies, whatever we have at home).  There was 

discussion about using the palm leaves as decoration, but to err on the side of caution we 

decided not to use them as they could carry the virus.  Chris Mortlock will make crosses 

from the palm leaves to be distributed when we can get together again. 

  

Maundy Thursday:  Our usual pot-luck dinner and communion are cancelled due to 

Coronavirus restrictions. 

 

Good Friday:  Service was to have been at Elmwood Presbyterial Church this year.  We are 

assuming it will be cancelled.  Liz will talk to Chris Mortlock, as he was liaising with 

Elmwood for us, to see if they are recording something.  If not, we need to find an online 

service to which our congregation could be directed 

 

April 12th - Easter.  There was discussion about using the Easter lilies as decoration but, 

once again, erring on the side of caution it was decided not to use them. 

 

April 19th - Environment Sunday.  Reaching Out Committee had already booked a speaker 

and planned the service.  Mallory will contact the speaker to see if they are willing to 

participate in a recorded service and will liaise with Pirie. 

 

April 26th -  

May 3rd -  

 

4. Mike volunteered a devotion for the next meeting. 

 

5. Pirie closed with a prayer. 

 

Next meeting:  May 7th at 7pm by Zoom. 

 

 


