
 

 

Minutes of Wesley-Knox Leadership Council Meeting 
Wednesday, February 17 2021 at 7:00 pm 

 
In Attendance:  Topher Beck, Sheila Carson, Jen Cline, Bob Hahn, Trevor Johnson, Lynda Laskey, Dan 

Leaver, John McFall (Chair), Rev Pirie Mitchell, Tara Pegg, Alex Walker 

Others: Approximately 22 members (see attached list) 

Attachments: 2020 Annual Report 

Item Summary Action 

1. Preliminaries Call to order 
John McFall, Chair, called the meeting to order and reviewed access via Zoom 
and links to reports. Because of pandemic restrictions, the United Church of 
Canada authorized Leadership Council to act on behalf of the congregation and 
pass motions usually considered at the Annual General Meeting. 
 
Notice of the meeting was given to the membership 

 by e-mail to all members for whom we have e-mail addresses, which is 
approximately 80 percent of the congregation’s membership.  

 by announcement in the January recorded electronic services 

 by a post in the weekly newsletter  
 
Constitution of the meeting 
Rev. Pirie Mitchell duly constituted the meeting at 7:13 p.m. by calling all 
members and adherents of Wesley-Knox to the meeting and then led the group 
in a prayer.   
  
MOTION: to make everyone in attendance be corresponding members.        

(Lynda Laskey/Alex Walker)   CARRIED 
 
3. In Memoriam   
Dan Leaver led the reading of names of members of the congregation who 
entered into the presence of their Lord during 2020.   
 
 
4. Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on February 9th, 2020 
 
MOTION to approve the minutes of the Annual Meeting of February 9th, 2020 
as printed in the 2020 Annual Report. 

    (Alex Walker / Lynda Laskey) CARRIED 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Reports 
 
 

5. Acceptance of the reports from Clergy, Leadership Council, UCW, Board of 
Trustees, Standing Committee and Teams  
 
MOTION to accept the reports from Clergy, Leadership Council, UCW, Board of 
Trustees, Standing Committee and Teams as printed in the 2020 Annual Report   
    
                                                                (Topher Beck  / Lynda Laskey) CARRIED 
6. Financial Report 2020 
Treasurer Bob Hahn presented the 2020 Financial Report. Highlights included: 

 



 

 

 COVID pandemic had a significant impact 

 Givings were down; spending was down 

 M&P expenses were less than anticipated because of the unique 
contributions of Rev. Pirie Mitchell and Glen Pearson during this year of 
transition. 

 Details related to expenses incurred by the Re-opening Committee 
included cleaning supplies, advice of a consultant regarding deep 
cleaning and equipment purchases for online meetings. 

 Legal fees reflected the expense of a consultant to investigate an 
employee complaint (shared with Antler River Watershed Regional 
Council) 

 
MOTION to adopt the Wesley-Knox Financial Report for 2020.  

          (Bob Hahn / Lynda Laskey) CARRIED 
 
Bob Hahn presented the 2021 Budget. For all printed and digital copies of the 
Annual Report prior to the February 17th meeting, note the following change: 
page 46 (Budget) was revised to reflect changes agreed upon by the Leadership 
Council at the January 20, 2021 meeting.  
 
Highlights included: 

 Projection of a larger loss 

 Of note - lower revenue due to reduced givings (in comparison to pre-
COVID levels) and fewer rentals as the building could be closed for a 
good portion of 2021. 

 
MOTION to adopt the 2021 Budget Proposal with amendments:  

 name of Adhoc committee listed under Expenses should be Inclusivity 
and Affirm Discernment 

 operating Surplus (deficit) for 2021 be $54, 189  
(Bob Hahn / Alex Walker) CARRIED 

 
John McFall expressed appreciation to Bob Hahn for his financial wisdom and 
guidance. 
 
7. Mission & Service Budget Allocation  
  
MOTION to set a target of $22,000 as the church objective this year for the 
Mission & Service Fund of the United Church of Canada.  

  (Jen Cline / Lynda Laskey) CARRIED 
 

It was clarified that the amount stated is a goal, not a guarantee. If revenue is 
less, the target could be less.  
 
8. Liability Motion from the Trustees   
1. Whereas the United Church of Canada through the London Conference & the 
Middlesex Presbytery recommends that local congregations annually approve a 
resolution pertaining to the protection and release of the Board of Trustees in 
respect of the insurance amounts; and, 
 



 

 

2. Whereas the insurance on the buildings, contents, stained glass, organ, and 
other property located at 91 Askin St, London ON (Property) will be 
$9,342,554.00 (plus annual COLA adjustment) for the insurance period of 
March 1, 2021 to March 1, 2022; and, 
 
3. Whereas the Wesley-Knox United Church congregation approved a 
resolution in respect of this matter for the 2020 - 2021 insurance year. 
 
Therefore be it resolved that: 
 
The congregation of the Wesley-Knox United Church hereby: 
a) Determines and directs that the insurance for the Property for Insurance 
Policy Year being March 1, 2021 to March 1, 2022 shall be replacement cost 
insurance coverage as outlined in Paragraph 2, based upon the latest appraisal 
done in 2002 and as outlined in Policy # HUB1925-0864, with the broker Hub 
International Limited; and, 
b) Acknowledges that the limits in such Insurance Policy may be less than the 
full replacement cost of the Property insured under the Policy; and, 
c) Releases the Trustees of the Wesley–Knox congregation from any obligation 
to maintain insurance coverage with higher limits than that provided in the 
Policy, and agrees to indemnify and save harmless the Trustees of the said 
congregation for all claims with respect to such obligation. 
 
MOTION to accept the above liability motion with the following correction: 
1. Whereas the United Church of Canada through the Antler River Watershed 
Regional Council 

(Lynda Laskey / Topher Beck : Carried) 
 

In response to a question, it was confirmed that there has not been a current or 
recent appraisal. Insurance would not cover the entire replacement. The 
suggestion was made that it would be informative to know the replacement 
cost for comparison purposes. An increase in premiums is anticipated. The 
policy covers, among other things, theft and trustee insurance. 
 
MOTION: Moved by the Trustee Board to accept the resignation of Cindy 
Stewart as a Trustee of Wesley-Knox United Church. 

(Lynda Laskey / Alex Walker) CARRIED 
 
Thanks and deep appreciation was extended to Cindy Stewart for her years of 
service. The years of service by Trustee Paul Mullen, who passed away in 2020, 
were recognized.  
 

3. Other Business 9. Nominations 
Acknowledgement was extended to the Nominations Team (Sheila Carson, 
Sandra Fox, John McFall, Carl Hearn) for work completed. The list in the 
distributed Report was amended as follows: 
 
Page 40: 
• Addition of Cathie Banks and Bill Jacklin to Resources & Renewal 
• Removal of Linda Imrie from Faith Formation 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

MOTION to accept the nominations of chairs of standing committees, and 
members of committees and teams with amendments as listed in the 2021 
Nominations Report of the Annual Report.  

    (Topher Beck / Sheila Carson) CARRIED 
 

The team recommends the following procedures for future years: 

 maintain notes (for reference in following years) 

 inform each committee/group/team Chair of additional members and 
contact details 

 
Appreciation was expressed to Sheila LeClair for her years of leadership on 
Resources and Renewal and to the Nominating team. 
 
10. Appreciations 
Tara Pegg, Liaison to Ministry & Personnel, read a narrative written by Cathie 
Banks, Chair, which highlighted the dedication and remarkable contributions of 
so many. She made special mention of the staff who in addition to their regular 
duties provided input on the Re-opening Committee: Bill Jacklin, Arlene 
Roberts, Karen Schussler, Mary Bee Haworth, Mallory Brennan, Dan Leaver and 
Rev. Pirie Mitchell. Grateful appreciation was expressed to the virtual service 
production team of John McFall, Karen Schussler, Glen Pearson and Jane Roy. 
Deep gratitude was extended to the Leadership Council Chair, John McFall.  
 

 
 
 

Adjournment  
 

11. Adjournment occurred at 9:00 p.m. Rev. Pirie Mitchell offered the 
benediction. 
 
MOTION to adjourn.                                         (Lynda Laskey / Tara Pegg) CARRIED 

 
12. Benediction Rev. Pirie Mitchell closed the meeting with a benediction. 
 

 

Future Dates:   Meetings           Wednesday Mar 17    7:00 pm  Leadership Council 
                            Wednesday Apr 21     7:00 pm  Leadership Council 
                             

 

 

 
  


