
 

WESLEY-KNOX UNITED CHURCH 
Spiritual Life Committee Meeting 

Thursday, March 4, 2021 

MINUTES 
 

This meeting took place online by Zoom due to the coronavirus pandemic restrictions. 
 
Present: Liz Dunlop (Chair), Kathey Coates (Secretary), Michael Beck, Lynda Laskey (Leadership Counsel 
Liaison), Rev. Pirie Mitchell, Dan Leaver, Mallory Brennan (Zoom Facilitator), Cindy Milne-Wren, John 
McFall (Video Producer), and Arlene Roberts 
 
Regrets: Sheila Carson, Karen Schuessler, Jason Taylor, Vivienne Wardle, Glen Pearson, and Jane Roy 
 
Introduction and Welcome:  Liz Dunlop introduced and welcomed Arlene Roberts (Church Secretary) as 
a meeting guest. 
 
Opening Devotional Reading:  Mike Beck 
 

1. Past Minutes for Approval:  The minutes of the February 4, 2021 meeting were approved. 
 

2. Past Services: 
 

February 7th: Worship Team: Rev. Pirie Mitchell, Dan Leaver, Keely Melville 
Music Team: Karen Schuessler, Girls’ Choir (previously recorded video), Hymn 
Leaders (previously recorded video) 

February 14th: Worship Team: Rev. Pirie Mitchell, Dan Leaver, Melville/Cline Family 
Music Team: Karen Schuessler, Senior Choir (previously recorded video), Hymn 
Leaders (previously recorded video) 

 February 21st: Worship Team: Rev. Pirie Mitchell, Dan Leaver, Brian & Emma Ratcliffe &  
Karen Pincombe 
Music Team: Karen Schuessler, Shawn Spicer, Amanda Lynn Stubley & Martin 
Horak, Hymn Leaders (previously recorded video)  

 February 28th: Worship Team: Rev. Pirie Mitchell, Dan Leaver, Abuk Roy 
Music Team: Karen Schuessler, Senior Choir YouTube Video (Sheila LeClair, 
soloist), Hymn Leaders (previously recorded video) 

 
Comments: -      February was Black History month 

- Pirie did a 4-part series about slavery in ancient times, in Jesus’ time, in 
Canada, and the residue slavery in Canada today. 

- Enjoyed the series 
- Learned a lot 
- Eye opening, it can be difficult to look at ourselves and our own point of 

view 
 
 
 



 

3. Upcoming Services / Pulpit Supply: 
 
March 7th: Lent 3. Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
March 14th: Lent 4. Pie Day. Inclusivity Committee   

Mallory Brennan – Children’s Time 
March 21st: Lent 5. Communion.  Rev. Pirie Mitchell 

Richard Yake & EJ Lamb – Children’s Time 
March 28th: Palm Sunday.  Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
  “Waving of Homemade Palm Branches” (video recorded) 
April 1st: Maundy Thursday.  Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
  “Virtual Seder Meal” followed by homily 
April 2nd: Good Friday Collaborative Service. “LiveStreamed from Calvary United Church” 
April 4th: Easter Sunrise Service, In-Person Service at Civic Garden Park. Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
  Easter Sunday Virtual Worship Service. Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

4. Re-Opening Committee:   Update from Chris Mortlock (Chair), Re-Opening Committee 
 
As of February 16th, London-Middlesex entered into “Red” level restrictions from the provincial 
government.  This restriction change also lifted the “stay-at-home” order, which was also in 
place. 
 
We have decided to continue with online worship for the time being.  We will resume recording 
the services in our beautiful sanctuary for Sunday, March 7th service.  The staff will return to the 
building, as necessity requires, effective Monday, March 1st.  We will continue to encourage 
members to refrain from entering the building unless absolutely necessary.  If you need to come 
to the church, please contact the office to arrange an appointment. 
 
As the case numbers continue to go down, and London-Middlesex changes its colour rating, we 
will reassess our situation. As we go through this journey together, we choose to err on the side 
of caution. 
 
Hopefully soon, we will be able to celebrate worship together in our church home.  In the 
meantime, now more than ever, it is important that we remain vigilant in preventing the spread 
of the coronavirus.  Remember to follow the necessary precautions; wash hands frequently, 
wear your masks, keep social distance, and reach out to friends and family relatives by phone, 
email or text to share your love. 
 
We are Wesley-Knox Strong, and we will get through this pandemic together! 
 
*Update to London-Middlesex Colour Rating:  Effective Monday, March 1st, London-Middlesex 
has entered to “Orange” level restrictions from the provincial government.  
 

5. New Business – “Video Copyright Issues & Licensing Requirements” 
 
John McFall did an in-depth presentation on “Video Copyright Issues and Licensing 
Requirements”.   A copy of the document is attached. 
 



 

His presentation explained background information, what are the copyright obligations and 
options for Wesley-Knox United Church, as well as recommendations for licensing catalog 
service. 
 
Following a group discussion about the best licensing option for Wesley-Knox United Church, it 
was decided that our church would purchase an annual license from One License for $380.00 
CDN per year, as well as a podcast license for $105.00 CDN (the podcast license when bundled 
with the annual license) for a total cost of $485.00. 
 
We can purchase licenses for a year then checkpoint to determine if we still need them. 
 
If we have these licenses, we need to report on our usage to One License so that the copyright 
owners receive their due share of the money collected by One License.  This is best done on a 
weekly basis.  Pirie suggested we will need to track music and hymns that are not covered by 
One License. 
 
The research done so far has not dealt with the question of acknowledgement for each hymn of 
piece of music.  This could be done at the end of the video (think of it as extended credits). 
 
Liz Dunlop and John McFall will check the budget for the Spiritual Life Committee and order the 
license.  The annual license renewal will be paid from the Spiritual Life Committee budget. 
 

6. Business Arising: 
 
Dan Leaver’s Vacation Coverage for Children’s Time for March 14th and March 21st:  Mallory 
Brennan will do the “Children’s Time” for March 14, 2021.  Richard Yake will do the “Children’s 
Time” for March 21, 2021. 
 
Sanctuary Decorating Committee:  Paul & Cindy Stewart have asked that their names be added 
to the Sanctuary Decorating Committee. 
 

7.  Other Business: 
 

Large Projection Screens:  Arlene Roberts indicated several churches are using large projection 
screens in their sanctuaries for church services.  Arlene asked if Wesley-Knox could try out using 
the large screens during church services that have restricted sitting.  The screens could be set up 
in the choir loft.  We would ask the congregation for their opinions about the use of these 
screens for church services.   
 

8. Devotional / Reflection:  Cindy Milne-Wren will do the next devotional reading. 
 

9. Next Meeting Date:   April 8, 2021 at 7:00 PM 
 

  



 

Copyright Considerations for Wesley-Knox v1 

Tuesday March 2, 2021 

Prepared by John McFall 

 

Background 

In April 2020 Wesley-Knox began to make recordings of live performances of hymns sung by a 

song leader and accompanied on the organ or piano.  Postludes and preludes were also live-

recorded.  These recordings were included in videos for each worship service.  On a regular basis 

the recordings were done on Tuesday afternoons in the church sanctuary.  The recordings were 

then edited and assembled into a worship service video which was posted to the Wesley-Knox 

youtube channel on the following Saturday for viewing on Sunday.  The videos are all up on 

youtube and may be viewed by locating the Wesley-Knox channel and playing the video.  For 

each hymn the lyrics were printed on the screen following the song leader. The lyrics were also 

printed in the service bulletin which was sent out as a PDF to a congregational distribution email 

list each week. Links to the Sunday service video and bulletin were available on the church 

website (wesleyknox.com).  

In October 2020 Wesley-Knox opened the sanctuary for Sunday in-person worship with strict 

protocols in place.  The service bulletin included lyrics of hymns - to avoid using the hymn 

books. The service was live-recorded and then a worship video prepared, which involved adding 

lyrics to hymns.  The service video was uploaded to youtube during the week following the 

recording of the Sunday service. As before, the lyrics for the hymns are added to the video and 

the service video was uploaded to youtube and links to the service and bulletin were put on the 

home page of wesleyknox.com.  

With the “Stay at Home” emergency declaration for Ontario which was declared to start on 

December 26, the in-person services were halted and this time the sanctuary was off-bounds for 

any recording.  All parts of the weekly service were recorded by individuals in their homes and 

sent to the editor of the video.  As usual, hymn lyrics were added to the service video. The video 

was edited during the week and uploaded to youtube on Saturday for viewing on Sunday.  

Prior to April 2020 live services were held in the church sanctuary each Sunday.  Bulletins were 

handed out in paper form, but no lyrics were printed for the hymns and the lyrics were not shown 

on a projection screen. The church has an ample supply of Voices United and the congregation 

referred to the hymn books for the lyrics and sang along with the choir and organ or piano 

accompaniment. 

To summarize, our podcasting requires us to deal with: 

1. Recordings of hymns with annotated lyrics. Our hymns are very much drawn from Voices 

United with a few from More Voices or other sources.  From a copyright consideration one 

deals with words, melodies, harmonization and descants - any one of these can be subject to 

copyright laws. 

2. Recordings of anthems performed by the choirs of Wesley-Knox.  

3. Recordings of special music performed by congregants.  

http://wesleyknox.com/
http://wesleyknox.com/


 

4. Preludes and postludes performed by Karen. It is important to reference the actual sheet 

music to determine copyright responsibilities of a given piece.  A composer may have been 

dead for a long time, but the Edition of the sheet music from a publisher may have rights 

stated therein. 

Copyright rules in Canada are governed by the Copyright Act (https://laws-

lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-42/Index.html ).  There is an exemption (32.2 (2) ) from the Act 

which applies to churches: 

 

No religious organization or institution, educational institution and no charitable or fraternal 

organization shall be held liable to pay any compensation for doing any of the following acts in 

furtherance of a religious, educational or charitable object:  

 

(a) the live performance in public of a musical work;  

(b) the performance in public of a sound recording embodying a musical work or a performer’s 

performance of a musical work; or  

(c) (c) the performance in public of a communication signal carrying (i) the live performance in 

public of a musical work, or (ii) a sound recording embodying a musical work or a 

performer’s performance of a musical work. 

 

Copyright is a form of property. Under Canadian law, a musical work is copyrighted if its author 

is still living, or if the author died less than 50 years ago. 

 

Copyright may not apply for a number of reasons: the place of citizenship of the author or the 

country of origin of the work may not be signatory to a treaty to which Canada is also a 

signatory; the term of copyright may have expired; or the owner of the copyright may have 

assigned the copyright to the public. In these cases, the work is said to be "in the public 

domain."  

 

Extreme caution in the reproduction of public domain material is required because editors, 

composers, and others, when publishing such material, sometimes introduce their own alterations 

that are in copyright. For example, part of a text or harmonization may be in copyright while the 

melody and most of the words are not. 

 

 

What obligations does Wesley-Knox have? 

The UCC has published a Copyright Guide for Congregations (2014 edition) (https://united-

church.ca/sites/default/files/handbook_copyright-guide-congregations.pdf ) which sets out the 

obligations for a congregation.  At it’s most basic, an artistic work (in our case music) is the 

creation of an author who has some say in the use of the work.  The author establishes the terms 

for availability (e.g., without charge, for sale or rent, the fees, how many copies are available, 

what kind of uses are permitted, etc.). The public does not have a right to distribute what belongs 

to someone else on terms other than those set by that person.  Also, the author(s) should receive 

acknowledgement.   

https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-42/Index.html
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-42/Index.html
https://united-church.ca/sites/default/files/handbook_copyright-guide-congregations.pdf
https://united-church.ca/sites/default/files/handbook_copyright-guide-congregations.pdf


 

 

The exemption referenced above pertains to performances of music within the walls of Wesley-

Knox.  If we print the lyrics of a hymn in a bulletin which is handed out to attendees of a live 

service in our sanctuary, we have an obligation to trace the copyright owner, obtain permission 

and make the requested acknowledgement and pay the necessary fee.   

The situation becomes more complicated when we are uploading videos to youtube (this is 

known as “podcasting”).  Our videos contain recordings of song leaders singing hymns to the 

accompaniment of organ or piano.  This in itself requires permission for each hymn.  Additional 

permission is required to annotate a hymn with the lyrics.  Uploading a digital bulletin to our 

website, containing lyrics to a hymn again requires approval to reproduce the lyrics.  

This obligation also applies to music played as a prelude, postlude or special music.  To record 

the live performance and then distribute the recording through our youtube channel (podcasting 

the performance) requires similar permissions and acknowledgements. 

To date we have not had any complaints from owners of copyrights on our videos.  Youtube 

regularly flags our videos as having a “Copyright claim” restriction in effect.  This means the 

video contains a song for which there is a copyright owner who has laid claim to the melody.  As 

far as youtube is concerned we cannot “monetize” the video (e.g. insert and ad for which we get 

paid). Youtube has no idea if we are or are not licensed for the song.  They just flag it.  If a 

copyright owner submitted a complete and valid legal takedown request for our video, to 

youtube, then youtube would issue us a “copyright strike” which we could contest.  Three strikes 

and we are out (account terminated).   

 

What options does Wesley-Knox have? 

Since April 2020 Wesley-Knox has uploaded approximately 40 videos (4 videos per month for 

10 months).  About 100 hymns have been recorded and uploaded to youtube over the past 10 

months.  For a hymn, the words, melody and harmonization can all have separate copyrights.   

To this point Wesley-Knox has not addressed the copyright obligations that come along with 

venturing into the new practice of recording services and uploading them to make them available 

to our congregation.  The time has come to make a deliberate decision regarding copyrights. 

The task of tracing ownership of each hymn is monumental and not practical for any church.  

Fortunately this has been addressed by several  companies which provide services for churches 

such as Wesley-Knox.  This comes in the form of providing various “licenses” which permit 

certain actions on the part of the license holder.  Generally Wesley-Knox can purchase licenses 

which cover a catalog of artistic works and permits certain actions.   

For the most part our hymns come from the Voices United hymn book.  There is no universal 

license you can purchase that covers all hymns in the book.  However, the company “ONE 

LICENSE” (onelicense.net ) provides services that cover much of our needs.  Another such 

company is “Christian Copyright Licensing International” (CCLI) (ca.ccli.com ). Each of these 

companies offers licensing for a catalog of songs.  Analyzing 89 of the  hymns we have sung 

from Voices United, there are: 

http://onelicense.net/
http://ca.ccli.com/


 

 

22 in the public domain (meaning no permission is required)  

52 are licensed by One License,  

13 are not registered with a licensing agency,  

2 are in the CCLI catalog but not in the One License catalog.  

An analysis of our preludes, postludes and special music for the Sundays of January 17, 24, 31 

and February 7 determined that of the 11 pieces in question: 

 

5 are likely in the One License catalog. 

I do not have access to the sheet music to follow up on each individual copyright to determine if 

any of these are Public Domain.  The search capability provided by One License does not allow 

one to conclusively determine if a given tune is in the One License catalog.  The unique 

identifiers used for each piece of sheet music are not visible in the catalog entires available for us 

to view or search one. Based on this small sample we may be able to license about 50% of the 

prelude/postlude/special music used in our services. 

Suffice to say that it is very time consuming to try and track down all the potential copyright 

owners for all the music used in our services. 

  

Recommendations 

To continue to record services and ignore the copyright obligations is inconsistent with Christian 

values and constitutes a potential copyright infringement of each hymn not in the public domain.  

We are not gaining any profit by making our services available on the internet but for a majority 

of our recorded hymns they constitute a clear  infringement of the Copyright Act. 

Our congregation and the broader public  has demonstrated an interest in our services. We 

consistently have more than 100 views of our videos.  It would be unfortunate to suspend our 

recording/publishing practice.  As of February 4, 2021 it is likely to be the fall or even winter of 

2022 before we are allowed to congregate in the sanctuary in large numbers.  We may also want 

to understand the value of having services available for viewing at any time as an alternative for 

those who cannot attend in person because of mobility issues, geographic location, health issues 

or simply personal preference for viewing from home.   

There is a big step forward we can make:  

1. Purchase an Annual License from One License.  This will allow unlimited permission to 

reprint music in the One License catalog.  Specifically this addresses the issues of including 

lyrics in the videos and bulletins that we are putting up on the internet.  Many of our viewers 

do not have personal copies of Voices United and find it convenient to have the words on the 

screen.  They enjoy singing along with the song leader.  We want to encourage active 

involvement of viewers and this is a good way to get people engaged with the service.  The 

combination of One License and public domain will cover a significant percentage (estimated 

to be 70 - 80%) of our hymns (that is, the reproduction of lyrics in the videos and bulletins) 

and a somewhat smaller percentage of our preludes/postludes/anthems.  



 

2. Purchase a Podcast/streaming License from One License.  This will allow us to upload our 

videos to youtube and publish them on our channel.  

 

The annual cost of these ONE LICENSE licenses for a congregation with an average 

weekly attendance in Category C (101 to 200 average weekly attendance) is $380 CDN 

(basic license) + $105 CDN (podcast license when bundled with an Annual license).  

 

We can purchase licenses for a year and then checkpoint to determine if we still need them.  

 

If we have these licenses, we need to report on our usage to One License so that the copyright 

owners receive their due share of the money collected by One License.  This is best done on a 

weekly basis. 

 

The research done so far has not dealt with the question of acknowledgement.  We may need to 

change our videos to provide the proper acknowledgement for each hymn or piece of music.  

This could be done at the end of the video (think of it as extended credits). 

 

We can limit the time a given video is visible to the public on our youtube channel to lessen the 

risk of being found in violation of copyrights. 

 

 

 
 


