
 

Wesley-Knox United Church: A Story of Faith 
 

A Brief History of Wesley-Knox United Church 
Wesley-Knox is a faith community with a long history of triumphs and trials. It is a 
jewel at the heart of Old South in London, Ontario. For more than 160 years our 
people have navigated municipal restructurings, numerous amalgamations, the 
founding of our nation, the despair of war and the countless celebrations and 
disappointments of many generations. Though we have a vibrant and active 
community, we struggle to face the shifting realities of a swiftly progressing 21st 
century. Can we find a way to join hands and move forward together, ready to be the 
new church that God is challenging us to be? We believe we can, but we need a 
partner who will ground us in the spirit, who will engage us and who will come to 
know us. 

 
Wesley-Knox can trace its roots back to 1853 when 
a few residents of the community of New Brighton 
began worshipping together regularly as Methodists 
not far from the current church property. However, 
it also has other significant roots owing to 
amalgamations with nearby Knox United in 1972 
and Centennial United (East London) in 2006. It 
has served as a hub in Wortley Village for many 
decades and our sanctuary is the place where Jack 
Addie and Joe Ludgate met at a worship service in 
1882 which led to the founding of the first Salvation 

Askin Street Methodist C. 1881  Army corps in Canada. 
 
Our People and Their Priorities 

 

A survey of the congregation in the fall of 2019 
showed that 60% of our respondents have been 
with us 10 years or more and that approximately 
50% are 65 years of age or more. There is a sense 
that attracting new, especially younger, members 
must be a priority in the future. Our members 
clearly indicated that they feel a strong sense of 
community and belonging to Wesley-Knox. There is 
a desire to build on this to ensure it is consistently 
a friendly and inviting house of worship for all. In 
keeping with this sentiment, we are in the                WKUC booth at the Gathering on the Green  

discernment stage of becoming an Affirming faith community. 
 
We have an outstanding music program. Survey respondents described it as dynamic, 
vibrant and accessible, “it nourishes the soul.” Outreach and social justice issues, 
both locally and globally, are areas where our members are particularly passionate 
and involved. Yet these are also seen as areas of potential growth. Some feel we 
should do more in the areas of social justice and the environment. Many advocate 
becoming more involved and more visible in London’s Old South neighbourhood, and 
beyond. Our people recognize that God is calling us to do more, and better. 



 

In light of the age demographics, all recognize that youth and family involvement is 
critical for a healthy atmosphere and prosperity in the future. A strong theme 
expressed in the survey was the need to put more emphasis on programming for 
young people and families. In response to this Diaconal Candidate Dan Leaver was 
hired in the fall of 2020 as our Director of Child, Youth and Family Ministry with a 
term of appointment until 2023. Dan brings with him enthusiasm and an engaging 
and fun loving spirit. He continues to organize monthly online family events such as 
trivia, game and talent shows. He runs a live virtual Sunday school complete with 
crafts that he drops off ahead of time and he organized a very successful virtual 
Christmas Pageant. A minister who is supportive of Dan’s work with the children, 
youth and families is vital to the growth of Wesley-Knox. 

A “Growth Fund” was established in 2015 to support projects furthering the growth of 
the Wesley-Knox faith community. The replacement of the Sanctuary sound system 
with hearing assist functionality has enhanced the worship experience of everyone. 
Other funds were used to support the Seniors Connection program. Monies remain in 
the Growth Fund to be used in the future. 

 
 
Our Worship 

 

Traditionally we gather on Sunday mornings 
throughout the year at 10:30 am. During the 
pandemic we have been worshiping virtually with 
dynamic pre-recorded services posted to the 
church’s YouTube channel. In our determination 
to stay connected there has been a Virtual Coffee 
Hour segment where we enjoy seeing many 
members from our congregation and the wider 
community, hearing how they are doing, and 
getting updates. 

 

Congregants in our sanctuary singing  
 
Our overall worship style is celebratory, and while there is a set order of service, 
there’s lots of room for innovation! We value a thought-provoking and inspirational 
message from the pulpit. Lay leadership contributes significantly through prayers, 
scripture readings, drama and music. For those in JK-grade 12, worship begins in the 
sanctuary. After the “Learning with God’s Children” time, young people meet for 
Children’s Worship. This includes a specialized program for teens known as 
YouthQuest. Our love of music is rewarded in worship with handbells, timpani, brass, 
choirs and soul-stirring hymn singing. Our magnificent three-manual pipe organ can 
be felt as well as heard each Sunday morning. 

 
Special services of note include the Reaching Out Service Sunday, Environment 
Sunday, as well as youth-led and inclusivity-focused individual services 
 
Our Traditions 

 
Churches have many traditions and ours is no 
exception. Here is a taste of a few of these to 
capture a little more of who we are and how we 
live our faith in non-pandemic times. 

 
Music is certainly central to our expression of 
faith. Our vibrant choir program with close to 
one-hundred voices, ranging in age from six years 
all the way up to 90, is renowned throughout      Primary, Junior, Senior and Youth Choirs 

London. The choirs have continued to meet regularly online during the Covid-19 



 

pandemic. Many in the Old South community have made our annual Christmas 
concert in December their traditional and beloved kick-off to the Advent season. 

Our church offers two Christmas Eve services and 
everyone at Wesley-Knox has a preference. The 7 
p.m. service is known as “kids, candles and 
chaos”, whereas the 10 p.m. communion service is 
much more introspective, yet just as joyful. Both 
services end with Silent Night sung by candlelight 
and a powerful feeling of belonging. 

Family Camp at 
Pearce Williams 
every June was a 

Christmas Eve by Candlelight  lost tradition 
that got resurrected about twenty years ago. Of 
course the highlight is gathering around the 
campfire on Saturday night to perform silly skits 
and sing songs. Learning to play together also 
enables us to better worship and work together! 

 

Approximately once a month a group of “big screen” 
fans get together in our parlour for a movie night. 
This is a low-investment evening that also Family Camp at Pearce Williams  

contributes to building relationships and community among all generations. 
 

Our senior choir hosts an Old Fashioned Turkey Dinner as a fundraiser each April, 
complete with live entertainment. The dinner is a guaranteed sell-out! 

 
While some traditions extend back over many 
decades, others have emerged much more recently. 
Our faith community feels very passionately about 
welcoming children into full membership through 
confirmation. Each child is made to understand how 
special and unique they are. The confirmation service 
in June has become an especially inspiring moment 
in the life of this church, incorporating multimedia 
presentations prepared by the confirmands! 

Laying-on of hands at Confirmation 

 

 

Our Ministries 
 
Ours is an active, busy church with a 
lot of programming and activities to 
serve, challenge, lift up, or engage 
people both within and outside our 
walls. Here are but a few examples. 

 Youth Quest hijinks on a Zoom call  

 

 

 

 



 

Wesley-Knox operates youth programming to create a safe space for younger and 
older teens to find fellowship and serve God. In the same way we are committed to 
the youth, we are committed to seniors as well. Most recently a fun, 
weekly social gathering for the 55+ crowd was extremely  
popular but interrupted by COVID. 

A dedicated 
contingent of 
volunteers at 
Wesley-Knox has 
prepared meals 
and shared 
fellowship with 
those in need. Youth Group on a hike  

The Out of the Cold program, which can be 
traced back to our amalgamation with 
Centennial United, and our Community 
Breakfast program operated monthly. These 
teams also raise operating funds by hosting 
annual pancake suppers, the sale of cheese at 

Out of the Cold Sock Drive  Christmas, and Souper Sundays. 
 

 
Historically we have had a strong connection with 
the organization Canadian Aid for Southern Sudan 
(CASS). Jane Roy and Glen Pearson who operate 
this charitable organization are also members of 
our community. Each November a fundraising 
concert for this cause is hosted in our sanctuary. A 
large contingent of the congregation have also 
travelled to South Sudan with Jane and Glen to 
learn and to be a sign of hope. 

The “green team” at 
Wesley-Knox has hosted an 
electronics recycling day a 
number of times in recent 
years with the proceeds donated Sudan Concert 

Poster  to a local charity. They continue to educate and 
share environmental issues with the congregation 
through the weekly newsletter. 

In keeping with our historical connection with the Salvation 
Army, every year (including 2020!) an army of volunteers from 
our church operates the Christmas Kettle at a local grocery 
store. Some of us have even entertained shoppers by singing 
holiday music in harmony! 

Salvation Army Kettle 

Ringer Volunteers  



 

The Wesley-Knox UCW was involved with making 
very special rag dolls for the Bread Not Stones 
initiative to fight child poverty in Canada. Linda 
Woods first started the project in our region in 2015 
along with Laurel Kenney of First St. Andrews in 
London. Today their latest project is Women For 
Change in Zambia. 

 

The UCW has been a pillar of devotion at 
Wesley-Knox for many decades with an equally long 
history of contributions to our faith community and 

Wesley-Knox UCW  beyond. These women work tirelessly behind the 
scenes raising money by making apple pies and chili, hosting bazaars and vendor 
sales, and organizing fashion shows. All proceeds 
support projects either at Wesley-Knox, our local 
community, or internationally. 

 

Members of our church have hosted some excellent 
adult CE opportunities in recent years. The organizers 
have attracted many attendees, even from outside 
Wesley-Knox. Past events include talks by renowned 
theologians such as John Dominic Crossan, Bruce 
Sanguin and the late Marcus Borg. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Dominic Crossan Lectures 
at WKUC 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WKUC marches in London’s Pride Parade  
 

When our faith community gets really 
passionate about an issue we’re not afraid 
to take to the streets! Wesley-Knox has 
had a significant presence at London’s 
Pride Parade for several years now. 
Church members of all stripes show-up to 
support London’s LGBT2Q+ community. 

We look to giving back to the community by partnering and hosting in our facilities such 
groups as Narcotics Anonymous and Scouts Canada. Other community groups enjoy 
renting space on a weekly basis. 

 

Our Minister 

Our minister should be a leader and a team player who is comfortable with a shared 
and interactive leadership dynamic. We need someone who is an excellent 
communicator and an inspiring preacher. It is important that the minister be open to 
new ideas that explore our wide range of theological beliefs and can tie our faith 
commonalities together. Our minister should be very supportive of Christian learning 
opportunities. A desirable skill is the ability to stimulate enthusiasm for new ideas 
and projects. The minister must be able to work effectively with people who hold 
differing views and ideals. An outgoing personality, with the ability to relate and 
connect to people of all ages from children to seniors, are vital qualities. 



 

 

Challenge = Opportunity 
 

As with all churches we have challenges as we move close to the third decade of the 
21st century. A larger membership and improved financial stability are imperative for 
anything else to follow. An especially important area of growth is children, youth and 
families. Growth in these areas is vital to the ongoing viability of Wesley-Knox. We 
strive to raise our visibility and reputation in the broader community, as well as 
making positive contributions in different parts of the world. We look to our minister 
to help us articulate our vision for the future. 

Changes are definitely coming to Wesley-Knox, but these changes should be 
embraced. Indeed, we encourage our members not to be afraid of change, but to be 
afraid of not changing. 


