
RE-OPENING COMMITTEE MINUTES OF MEETING WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2021 

This meeting took place by Zoom.


Present 

Chris Mortlock - Chairperson

Topher Beck

Margo Bettger-Hahn

Neil Eadie

Marion Hearn

Dan Leaver

John McFall

Arlene Roberts

Karen Scheussler

Vivienne Wardle


Regrets 

Mallory Brennan

Mary Bee Haworth


Opening Prayer      Chris Mortlock 

The meeting was called to discuss the recommendations from the Antler River 
Watershed Regional Council concerning providing proof of double vaccination to attend 
meetings/gatherings.  At this time, participation in a worship service is exempt from 
proof of vaccination.   

There are two separate areas for discussion - the use of the church building for meetings/
gatherings and the use of the church for a worship service.

The Leadership Council would approve or disapprove of the recommendations for each area of 
use.


Members were asked how they personally feel about the recommendations.  Wesley-Knox has 
already implemented a format for the proof of double vaccination for our renters.  The 
committee members agreed that they had no argument with this proof being required of 
participants for meetings and gatherings.


ACTION ITEMS - 1. The Leadership Council made the recommendation that meetings/
gatherings require proof of vaccination as advised by ARWRC.   
2. Margo will circulate a request for input from the Committee members, and will compile 
the ideas/suggestions to forward to John by the end of next week.  John will take the 
recommendation to the L.C. for their decision. 
3. Arlene has existing protocols for the renter groups that could be used for the meeting/
gathering groups. 



Participation in a worship service is exempt from double vaccination proof at this time.

The implementation of this requirement has been left to individual congregations to decide.

We looked at what difference it would make to Wesley-Knox to have the vaccination 
requirement, for in-person worship.  The general opinion is that the congregation would feel 
more comfortable and safe if they knew that all attending were double vaccinated.  This could 
lead to more members feeling confident about attending in person.

John McFall reported that adopting the requirement for double vaccination would raise our 
allowed capacity to 50% of seats available.  This is advantageous, with impending Advent and 
Christmas services.  Wesley-Knox is using Concert Hall guidelines for an event that is not a 
religious gathering - eg. the Christmas Concert.

The double vaccination proof would be added to our arsenal of weapons against Covid-19 - 
masks, distancing, ventilation and vaccinations.

Asking for proof will become easier when the promised Ontario QR comes out on October 22.


The members were polled to see if there was any disagreement to asking people who attend 
worship services for proof of double vaccination - if they are eligible for vaccination.

Arlene expressed that we need to ask ourselves, “What would Jesus do?”  She felt that this 
requirement could divide the congregation and is not inline with our belief of inclusion for 
everyone.  


Karen gave the results of her choir surveys that asked “Would you sing with unvaccinated choir 
members?”  The Karen Schuessler Singers survey had a 76% response of NO.  The church 
Senior Choir had a 91% response of NO.


It was decided that the decision to require proof of double vaccination is not the mandate of 
the Re-Opening Committee.  The congregation should be surveyed as to their opinions on this 
subject and action taken in line with the majority opinion.

The congregation previously responded to a survey on reopening, and their responses led to 
the actions taken to reinstitute in-person services. 

Survey Monkey provides a professional poll that is easy to fill out and easy to compile the 
responses.  Our membership has lapsed but Arlene reported that it will not be difficult to sign 
up again.  The cost is somewhere between $250 to $300 - but that is for a year, and in the 
future, we may want to poll the congregation concerning other issues.


ACTION ITEMS -1. Arlene will reactivate the Survey Monkey app 
     2. Arlene and John will prepare an announcement for tomorrow’s 

                            Newsletter advising the congregation that the survey is coming up  
     3. John will submit questions for the survey with input from the  
     members of the Leadership Council and Re-Opening Committee. 

                 John asked that the survey questions be ready to be circulated by  
     October 15. 

Other Business 

1.    Workers entering the church - eg - plumbers, electricians - will not be asked to show 
proof of double vaccination.  Workers will not be interacting with many people in the church 
and will usually be working in a specific section of the church.


2.    Live Stream of Christmas Eve Service 
       ACTION ITEM - Dan will look into the costs and report back.  



3.    Night Passed Service - December 19 
       Chris Mortlock asked that the committee approve this service that will be using all the 
worship requirements in place for distancing, masking, etc.  

 The Committee approved unanimously.


4.    Worship Leaders positions during choir singing during a service 
       Vivienne reported that measurements were taken in the sanctuary and distances between 
the congregation and the choir far exceed the recommended distances quoted in several 
websites.  The Spiritual Life Committee will discuss this at their meeting tomorrow evening, 
and decide if seating needs to be changed for the service.  Any changes that need to be made 
will be done in time for Sunday’s service.

There was a concern for the worship leaders, who normally are in front of the choir by the 
pulpit.  Each worship leader can be asked if they wish to remain in their spots, or move to one 
of the front or side pews that would be at least 20 feet away from the choir during the singing 
of hymns/anthems.  

Safety is a personal decision.  No protocol would be set but, rather, each person asked about 
their comfort level.


5.     Using ventilation to its best advantage 
        Arlene and Dan had discussed how to arrange/choose rooms for meetings/gatherings to 
best use the ventilation available in the church.   All windows that can be opened, should be 
opened.  This may mean a much cooler church than in previous years, but the congregation 
will be advised to keep their coats with them during services, and advised of why this is 
happening.  Neil pointed out that the heating bills would be huge if we tried to keep the 
sanctuary at the usual temperature that was set in the past. 

The air purifiers are available to enhance the air in the meeting rooms.  There are 2-way fans 
that can be purchased to be placed in the window openings to improve air circulation.  

The Parlour is used for many meetings.  The UCW would have to be asked about moving 
furniture to different positions so that the participants of the meetings would be closer to open 
windows along one wall.  The Parlour doors should be left open.

Zoom meetings are always an alternative, especially in the winter months.

Neil advised that light/fan fixtures have been investigated for the Parlour and the UCW had 
agreed to fund this.

Sunday School Rooms that have windows could be used for their gatherings.  


	 ACTION ITEM - Karen, Dan and Arlene will create a “Fresh Air Policy” considering 
all the options we have for better ventilation of Wesley-Knox.  This policy will advise the 
meeting leader of the optimal preparation of the room before the meeting begins.  This 
policy will be ready within the next week. 

Closing Prayer          Dan Leaver 

       


     





