CONNECT WITH US!
A Message from Council and
COVID-19 related actions
These are the most difficult of times as uncertainty,
anxiety and information all tend to overwhelm us.
Of course, Wesley-Knox is not immune to this.

At a meeting of Leadership Council on Wednesday, March
18th, an Emergency Planning ad-hoc committee was
formed consisting of Leadership Council, Committee
Chairs, Trustee chair, and UCW President. It was decided
that as a precaution we will close our church office and
building as of Friday, March 20th at 5 pm. until at least
April 3rd.
All worship services, meetings and events scheduled to be
held in the church during this period have been cancelled.
The Emergency Planning Committee will meet on
Wednesday April 1st to determine appropriate actions as
the situation changes so quickly. Wesley-Knox has a
responsibility to provide a safe environment for our
employees and congregants to work and to gather.
During this time, our office administrator will work from
home. We are working on facilitating this through various
technologies. Your phone calls to (519) 673-4803 will be
picked up, even if you have to leave a message. Your
emails to wesleyknox@bellnet.ca will be received. We
ask for your patience as we work through the details of
setting this up.
It is very important that during this period people
DO NOT enter the church, for any reason,
even if you have keys.

The security system will be armed. This is for safety
reasons as well as insurance purposes. We appreciate
your cooperation. Please contact the Office Administrator
to make arrangements if it is absolutely necessary to enter
the building.
continued on next page...
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Moving in the Spirit…
A diverse, welcoming, caring
and active faith community.
A place to learn, grow,
build a relationship with God
and make a difference
in the world.

COVID update continued...

Pearson’s Ponderings

Sometimes in the midst of challenges
opportunities do arise. A majority of people at
the Wednesday evening meeting participated
from their homes using an online conferencing
tool. It worked well and will provide an
essential capability for us as we move through
the pandemic and a viable option for meetings
going forward. We are planning to use our
technologies to record and possibly livestream
modified worship services. Links to the
recordings will be available from our website
wesleyknox.com.

We’re now working our way diligently through
the six weeks of Lent, but this year will be
unlike any other that Wesley-Knox has
observed in its entire history. The presence of
the global corona virus has changed everything
for us in ways we could never have anticipated
or even properly prepared for.
Traditionally, we’ve observed Lent in three
distinct fashions:
1) worship and reflection;
2) abstinence; and
3) giving.

Another initiative we are undertaking is to build
a phone network of all our congregants.
Keeping in touch is very important and we need
to be deliberate about that. The intention is to
have volunteers calling to check in regularly
with others to see if there are needs that we
can help address and generally lifting each
others spirits.

Let’s start with the second, because this where
the great irony of this particular Lenten season
becomes clear. My family is likely similar to
yours. My wife, Jane, isn’t taking chocolate
during Lent (a huge sacrifice for her), and my
kids are cutting back on things for the duration.
We all instinctively understand that we are
supposed to sustain from something meaningful, not something trite. It’s our way of
reminding ourselves that Jesus, in fact, gave his
life during this time – a life beautifully lived, but
lived for others and not himself. It is a testament to the depth of God’s love. All of us can
abstain in ways that don’t put us out too much,
since the rest of our lives go on as normal. Still,
it’s good for us to be reminded of that price
that was made to bring humanity back to God.

With the suspension of worship services we are
seeking other ways for people to give to Wesley-Knox. In keeping with the guidance from
the General Council of the United Church of
Canada we are continuing to pay our
employees. Of course this is dependent on our
revenues. We are investigating different ways
to give to Wesley-Knox and will communicate
these to you. Please keep Wesley-Knox in
mind as we go through these difficult times.
Together, with God’s help we will come through
this.
John McFall

Chair, Leadership Council

All Worship, Events, and Meetings have been cancelled unless
your committee chair has made alternate arrangements
(online meetings). Please check the Google calendar.

The third action is about giving, and that’s
become clearly obvious in a time when
businesses are closing, rescue shelters are full,
people are without financial benefits, and, yes,
many can go hungry. That’s just part of what
the coronavirus has done to reshape our
collective and individual lives. Lent is a
reminder that, as Jesus died for others, we shall
live for them, care for them, invest in them,
advocate for them, and believe in them.
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In these next few weeks and months, it will be
those on the margins who will feel the greatest
effect of the pandemic. Already on the brink,
their lives just became a whole lot more precarious. Surely, during the Lenten season, we
can follow in the Christ’s footsteps and make
special efforts for others in need.
But the essence of Lent, its true genius and
motivation, is about taking the time to reflect
on the founder of our faith and just how much
was sacrificed so that we might have peace
with God and with one another. That’s the first
great lesson of Lent. Jesus also lived in a time
of great disturbance, where his nation was
occupied by a great oppressor, where religion
had lost its ability to reach outward or inward,
and where the poor and outcasts saw little
hope. Yes, despite such challenges, Jesus
moved about Palestine in a spirit of mercy,
justice and humility. Every day he spoke to
others about God. Every day he prayed. Every
day he gave. And every day his heart broke
through his direct encounters with a struggling
humanity. This is the Jesus we love, reflect
upon, and hopefully walk in the steps of in the
weeks ahead.

Region 7 - Antler River Watershed
PRAYER CYCLE
March 22, 2020
Bethel-Maidstone
United Church
www.bethelmaidstone.com/

Prayers for our church families
enduring grief, loss, or loneliness.
If you wish to submit an article for the
newsletter, simply email it to the office at:
wesleyknox@bellnet.ca

This pandemic will pass, but Lent, the church,
and the love of God will endure for generations
and generations. We, as the church of Christ at
Wesley-Knox know this and will move into the
next few months in the pursuit of living as
Jesus did – in purpose, in righteousness, in
reconciliation, in mercy, in love and always
in peace. Follow in
those steps and this
Lenten season will be
our most profound
ever.

Hand written submissions are also welcome
for folks who do not use email.
Deadline: 12:00 p.m. on Wednesdays

If you are assisting with upcoming worship
services, please have your information
submitted to the office by email or note by
Tuesday at 12:00 p.m.

Glen Pearson

(Bulletin printing happens Thursday a.m.)
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A New Creed
We are not alone,
we live in God’s World.
We believe in God:
who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus,
the Word made flesh,
to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others
by the Spirit.
We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God’s presence,
to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,
our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death,
God is with us.
We are not alone.
Thanks be to God.
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