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CONNECT WITH US! 
 

91 Askin Street 

London, Ontario 

N6C 1E7 
 

 

519-673-4803 
 

 

wesleyknox@bellnet.ca  
 

 

www.wesleyknox.com 
 

 

Facebook 

 

 

Moving in the Spirit… 

A diverse, welcoming, caring  

 and active faith community. 

A place to learn, grow,  

 build a relationship with God  

 and make a difference  

 in the world. 

 

THE ANNOUNCEMENT  

WE’VE ALL BEEN WAITING FOR! 
 

The Search Committee appointed by Leadership    

Council has been working diligently since January. 

The first task of the committee was to find a “Supply 

Minister” to pick up from Glen Pearson and carry the 

congregation through the next eighteen to twenty four 

months.  Elsewhere in this newsletter thanks is being 

extended to Glen and his dedication to Wesley-Knox 

United Church. 
 

Last week the Search Committee, after well thought 

out research, reported to Leadership Council with a 

unanimous recommendation to appoint Rev. Pirie 

Mitchell as our Supply Minister.  The recommendation 

has been accepted by Leadership Council and   

endorsed by the Antler River Watershed Regional  

Council. Rev. Mitchell will join our staff and lay team 

on April 1, 2020. 
 

By way of introduction, Rev. Mitchell has significant 

experience and knowledge of church life and here are 

just a few of his credentials: 

•Twenty five years as a teacher with the Thames  

Valley District School Board 
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•Twenty three years as a Lay/Student Minister in three different pastoral charges 

•Graduate of the University of Toronto, Emanuel College as an Ordained Minister  

•Since Ordination he has served in four Pastoral Charges, two as Interim Minister 

•Certified Family Counsellor  

•Doctor of Ministry in Preaching  

•Leader’s Role in Resolving Conflict 
 

Rev. Pirie and his wife Ruth live in the community of St. Mary’s and as our three quarter time 

(30 hours a week) Minister, he will be in the office on Sunday and two other days of the week 

plus his time working at home.  Remember, this is the pledge we made as a congregation to 

increase our lay work involvement and support the three quarter time efforts of our Minister.  
 

During this current time of uncertainly as COVID-19 moves through our society hopefully it is 

comforting to know that our church community now has a very qualified Minister as part of 

the leadership team.  It may be some time before you have the opportunity to actually meet 

Pirie face-to-face but when you do please take the opportunity to welcome him into our 

church family. 
 

The Search Committee has now turned its efforts towards finding a leader for our Children’s, 

Family and Youth Ministry program.  The Position Description has been reviewed in detail and 

approved by Leadership Council and will eventually be shared with everyone on our  

website.  If you happen to know of a possible candidate that fits the position description 

please share these details 

with a member of the Search 

Committee.  

 

The members are:  

Jane Fenwick, Maggie Walker, 

Tony Haworth, Martin Horak, 

Cathie Banks, Carl Hearn ,and 

John McFall. 

 

 

 

Submitted by Carl Hearn, 

Member, Search Committee 
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Pearson’s Ponderings 
 

We are now entering the crucial days of Lent, and in this time of social isolation we find our-
selves with more time to reflect on the final days of Christ’s life.  And the more with think on 
these things, the more we ask ourselves a basic question: How did Jesus endure those final 
hours of abandonment and confusion? 
 

It couldn’t have been easy.  Yes, he had lost disciples in the weeks previous, and, yes, those 
remaining were growing increasingly insecure, even afraid.  Gone were the days of great 
hype, when people flocked to Jesus to be healed, understood, forgiven and accepted.  They 
were heady times and the disciples spent a lot of their days sorting through the crowds, 
watching the miracles of healing in amazement, and even arguing among themselves as to 
who would sit on Jesus’ right hand in heaven.   
 

That was all in the past, only to be replaced by rumours of a conspiracy among the religious 
leaders to get rid of the one the remaining disciples clung to.  Passover was coming and peo-
ple were getting more interested in the ceremony and observance of it all than the fact some-
one had been in their midst who gave the Passover experience a sense of the real, of the gen-
uine. 
 

We know from scripture that Jesus was facing his own internal turmoil.  He wrestled with his 
legacy.  After three years of public ministry, he now had less followers than in the beginning.  
Religious elites had turned against him and keeping his disciples together took an enormous 
amount of tending. 
He knew what was coming and was soon to ask God to take the brutal end away, if at all pos-
sible.  He knew the answer to that too, of course.  Why else had he come, if not to show that 
faith isn’t the kind of thing one should abandon just because things are tough.  As long as 
enough of that faith was the size even of a mustard seed, it was enough to remain in relation-
ship with God even as things became excruciating.  A later epistle writer would say that “faith 
is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen,” but he could only write 
that because Jesus had done it, had shown that it was possible, even during the death experi-
ence. 
 

All the remembrance of the dark night of the soul that Jesus was enduring at this time must 
never blind us to the fact that he journeyed through it all because he understood that he 
would be coming out the other side.  “I go to prepare a place for you,” he said to his disciples.  
“This day you will be with me in paradise,” was the ringing endorsement of heaven he gave to 
the thief on the cross beside him.  “I will come again,” and “we will be one as my father and I 
are one,” were words said in a manner that must have struck awe into those that heard him 
utter the phrases. 
 
 

Continued on page 4... 
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YOU CAN STILL WORSHIP WITH THE 

UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA ONLINE! 

We are doing our best to compile our 

own WKUC worship service online for 

you, with    familiar faces, and voices, as 

well as some new ones!  In the mean-

time, we encourage you follow our own 

moderator of the United Church of Cana-

da. 
 

Online Worship with Moderator  

Richard Bott 

On Sunday, March 22, 2020, Moderator      

Richard Bott began offering online wor-

ship service each Sunday for the duration 

of the COVID-19 outbreak. This will be a 

video-recorded service you can join 

on our website (https://www.united-

church.ca/covid-19) or Facebook 

page (https://www.facebook.com/

UnitedChurchCda/).  
 

The prayers, hymns, and reflections from 

the Moderator’s online worship will also 

be available in audio and text form. 
 

If you would like to participate in the live       

version of this worship service, please 

join on Zoom, Tuesdays at 4:00 p.m. PDT, 

7:00 p.m. EDT, 8:30 p.m. in Newfound-

land.  You’re welcome to turn your cam-

era on (but leave your microphone off), 

and open up the chat box.  The recorded 

version of this is what will be shared on 

Sundays. 
 

(Zoom instructions on last page of newsletter) 

This was how he lasted through his darkest 
days.  Christianity isn’t about the seen, but 
the unseen.  It’s not just about feeling 
good in the pleasant days but utilizing faith 
in the hardest moments.  It’s not about 
the finality of death but the fulfillment of 
immortality that comes by way of our 
faith. 
In these troubled days, when we reflect on 
his pain and things like the global pandem-
ic now in the process of altering our daily 
routines, it is our belief that we will once 
again gather, even when it doesn’t seem 
like it, and that our faith in Jesus Christ will 
take us to another level of fulfillment that 
is the essence of Lent. 
 

Soon enough our supply minister will be 
among us, and at some point, the pan-
demic imprisonment will be lifted and we 
will gather in our sanctuary at Wesley-
Knox – with our grand organ, marvellous 
music, stained glass windows, our new 
minister, and ultimately with each other 
before God – and we will give testament to 
the great enduring qualities of our faith.  
In that moment we will once again be as 
one and we will lift the roof off with testi-
monies of our journey.  This is the secret of 
Lent. 
 

Until then. 
   Glen Pearson 
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A THANK YOU to Glen Pearson ... 
 

A few days ago I received an email that caused 

me to gulp and hold my breath.  No, it wasn’t the  

latest stats on COVID-19, alarming as they are.   

It was an email from Glen Pearson that contained 

the word “last” in it.  We are entering a new 

phase in the life and times of Wesley-Knox, as we 

prepare for the “arrival” of our new supply  

minister.  With that, Glen’s role will change, 

though he assures me that he is NOT leaving the  

congregation.   
 

Late last spring we were struggling to figure out 

how to meet our ministerial needs. We had  

received an offer from Rev. Tom Hiscock to serve 

us as senior minister and Worship Leader.  

Independently, Glen offered his services to 

preach in our worship services. We accepted both 

their offers and this has worked well for us for the 

past six months.  
 

It was an extraordinary gesture on Glen’s part, for 

we all know how much in demand Glen’s talents 

are.  He has used his life experience, his 

knowledge of the Bible and his speaking skills to 

engage us with his scintillating, thoughtful and 

inspiring messages.  Glen has worked tirelessly 

and humbly to connect with congregants and  

respond to our needs.  He listens to people and 

fashions sermons that strongly relate Biblical  

understanding to our current situation.  When we 

are finally allowed to meet in numbers no doubt 

we will have a fine gathering to honour Glen. 

While he may now enjoy services from the pews, 

we will still have occasion to hear his familiar 

voice from the pulpit.  If you meet Glen on the 

street, you may want to extend your thanks to 

him (from the socially acceptable distance).  

 

 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4... 

Music Notes 
As we move toward Easter this year, from the safety 
of our own homes, I think about a tradition many of 
us observe in the season of Lent, that of giving up 
something that is enjoyable for six weeks. Often it’s a 
favourite food, like chocolate, or sugar, but who 
would have thought that, this year, the thing we 
would all have to give up is being together! Incredi-
ble!  
 

Fortunately, most of us have access to the internet, 
and so that we participate in online community with 
one another through email, text, our Wesley-Knox  
Facebook page, Skype, FaceTime, etc. Some of our 
folks are moving forward with meetings, including the 
Prayer Group, through the use of the app, Zoom. And 
then, of course, some people just pick up the phone! 
What a concept! Being creative to keep in touch with 
each other is the name of the game these days. It’s 
not as good as all the hugs at church, but it goes a 
long way toward staying in community, and we know 
the situation is not forever. Now if I could just find an 
online way to hold a choir rehearsal…! 
 

Meanwhile, in lieu of rehearsals and anthems in 
church, feel free to listen to some YouTube videos of 
all our choirs that we posted four years ago. We             
recorded them all on one jam-packed, ultra-
scheduled day in May, 2015. Because we did video as 
well, there was no editing, and few takes. And we got 
through early! John McFall created our Wesley-Knox 
United Church Choirs channel and uploaded them all 
(thank you, John!). You will recognize several of the 
anthems, I’m sure. It’s about time to do it again, and 
when we get back to normal, we’ll make plans to do 
Round Two. Share the links with friends and spread 
the joy!  
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UChy3vTQxSjlKlTA-qz5-VVg 
 

Take good care, everyone! Self-hug and stay healthy!  
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChy3vTQxSjlKlTA-qz5-VVg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChy3vTQxSjlKlTA-qz5-VVg
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Your joke of the week: 
 

Hymn selection in the  
Season of Coronavirus. 

 

Priest: We’ll use “Precious Lord Take 
   My Hand” for the gradual hymn. 
 

CDC: Not recommended. 
 

Priest: “Just a Closer Walk With Thee?” 
 

CDC: Nope. 
 

Priest: OK, “Breathe on Me Breath of 
   God,” then. 
 

CDC:  
 
 

Priest: “I Come to the Garden Alone?” 
 

CDC: That’s the ticket. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3... 

 

Fortunately the virus doesn’t transmit over phone 

lines so you might want to give Glen a call to  

express your appreciation.  Then there is always 

email.  
 

I extend my personal “thank you” to Glen (and 

Jane) as I have come to know him better over the 

past months.  His sense of important priorities and 

his clear articulation of needed actions has guided 

me in helping keep the good ship Wesley-Knox from 

ending up on the rocks.  It is a valued relationship 

that will continue as Glen adds his voice to those on 

Leadership Council.   

 

Wesley-Knox owes Glen a debt of gratitude that 

may be hard to repay.  This has been a very  

important chapter in the life of Wesley-Knox as we 

have grown and realized strengths we frankly didn’t 

know we had.  Glen has a belief in Wesley-Knox and 

a love for the church which is unshakeable and sets 

a fine example for us.  Again, on behalf of all of us in 

Wesley-Knox, thank you, Glen, for a job well done. 

 

With our blessings and prayers, 

 

John McFall 

Chair, Leadership Council  

A GENTLE (BUT STERN!) REMINDER  

THAT NO ONE IS TO ENTER THE BUILDING  

WITHOUT FIRST MAKING AN APPOINTMENT 

WITH THE OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR… 

EVEN IF YOU HAVE A KEY AND A CODE! 
 

We have had THREE occasions in less than 7 days 

of people entering the building unauthorized… 

and no, they were not renters.   
 

This is not a rule that the Office Administrator  

has made up, but direction from the Leadership 

Council of WKUC and the United Church of  

Canada.  Due to the health closure of the building, 

our insurance coverage and obligations change.   
 

Your actions risk our insurance, the health and 

safety of others, as well as your own!  

Please, do not take the chance, just contact us! 

Arlene is connected to the Church email at home, 

or send a message through Facebook Messenger 

for swift response! 
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If you wish to submit an article for the  

newsletter, simply email it to the office at:  

wesleyknox@bellnet.ca  

Hand written submissions are also welcome  

for folks who do not use email.  

Deadline: 12:00 p.m. on Wednesdays  

 

If you are assisting with upcoming worship          

services, please have your information        

submitted to the office by email or note by 

Tuesday at 12:00 p.m.  

(Bulletin printing happens Thursday a.m.)  

 
 

Region 7 - Antler River Watershed 
 

PRAYER CYCLE 
 

 

March 22, 2020 

St. David’s UC, Woodstock 

www.stdavidswoodstock.com 

 
 

Prayers for our church families  

enduring grief, loss, or loneliness. 

PRAYER CIRCLE 
 
Next week, Thursday April 2, the 
Prayer Circle will meet virtually 
because of possible overlaps 
with other meetings. 
 
Thereafter, the Prayer Circle  
will continue to meet EVERY 
Wednesday virtually.  
 
People are encouraged to check 
for the link to contact virtually 
or by phone. A virtual meeting 
was held on Wednesday of this 
week and it went very well. 
 
Please see the last page of this 
newsletter to find out how easy 
it is to join a “Zoom” virtual 
meeting!  Please let me know if 
you wish to try, and I can send 
you the link to join the meeting. 
 
imrielinda@gmail.com 
 
 
Best regards, 
Linda Imrie  
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ZOOM 101 

What is Zoom? 

Zoom is an online videoconferencing application that allows groups of people to meet virtually. 

How is Wesley-Knox using Zoom? 

We are currently using Zoom for committee meetings as well as our weekly prayer group on Wednesday 

evenings. As the COVID-19 situation develops, we may begin to use zoom for more virtual gatherings and 

meetings. 

How do I join a zoom meeting? 

When an event is happening on zoom, you will receive an invite with a link to join it. Open that link in a web 

browser, it will prompt you to open Zoom. If you do not have it installed, you may need to install it on your 

computer. That’s it! 

If you do not have access to a computer, you can also join a zoom meeting using your telephone. The zoom 

invitation will include a phone number that you can call in order to join the conversation. You will not be 

able to see the others in the group but you will be able to hear them and participate in the conversations. 

Do I need to pay or create an account? 

In order to join a zoom group, you do not need an account. If you would like to schedule your own meeting, 

you will need to create a free account. 

I’m still having trouble with zoom. Who can I contact at Wesley-Knox for help? 

Send an email to communications@wesleyknox.com and we will do our best to help you! 

ANOTHER GREAT WAY TO CONNECT WITH US ON-LINE (USING OUR OWN WEBSITE!) 

 

Introducing the Wesley-Knox Blog! 

Visit us online at https://wesleyknox.com/blog/ 

  

We are putting together some resources for staying connected and help us communicate with 

each other.  Have a look! 

  

Over the next few weeks we will be sharing: 

 Daily prayer challenges 

 Music playlists 

 Updates from the United Church of Canada 

 Worship services and ideas 

Other Ideas?  If you have ideas for content/resources that you would like to share, send us an 

email at: communications@wesleyknox.com or share in our Facebook Group.  

mailto:communications@wesleyknox.com

