
 

~ Easter Sunday ~ 
 

Theme: For centuries we celebrated Christ’s resurrection.  Here is some new information about his 
going to be with God and about a person who helped him in his ministry. 

 

 

Worship Leader: Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

Music Leader: Karen Schuessler 
 
 

VU = red hymnal Voices United 
Please sing along at home; we have provided the lyrics! 

 

 

Prelude: Fanfare (William Mathias) 
 
 

Call to Worship (responsive) Rev. Pirie & Congregation 
 

Pirie: Don’t weep! Don’t mourn! There is great Good News! 
 

Cong: The Light of Christ is alive today! 
 

Pirie: Put away your garments of mourning; let the light of God’s love flood into your lives. 
 

Cong: The Light of Christ is alive today! 
 

Pirie: No more do we have to fear the darkness; it has been overcome by God’s light. 
 

Cong: The Light of Christ is alive today. ALLELUIA! (modified from Ministry Matters) 
 

Opening Prayer (in unison) Rev. Pirie & Congregation 
 

Loving God of love, we hid in the darkness and you brought the light of Salvation  
to our eyes and our spirits.  We praise you for the life-giving light of our Saviour Jesus 
the Christ. We have received the greatest good news of healing, hope, and restoration.  
Praise be to you, eternal God, for this gift of love.  AMEN. (modified from Ministry Matters) 

 

Hymn: Jesus Christ Is Risen Today VU 155 
 

1. Jesus Christ is risen today, Hallelujah! 
 Our triumphant holy day, hallelujah! 
 Who did once, upon the cross hallelujah! 
 suffer to redeem our loss.  Hallelujah! 
 

2. Hymns of praise then let us sing hallelujah! 
 Unto Christ, our heavenly King, hallelujah! 
 Who endured the cross and grave, hallelujah! 
 Sinners to redeem and save.  Hallelujah! 
 

3. But the pains which he endured, hallelujah! 
 Our salvation have procured; hallelujah! 
 Now above the sky he’s King, hallelujah! 
 Where the angels ever sing.  Hallelujah! 
 

4. Sing we to our God above, hallelujah! 
 Praise eternal as God’s love; hallelujah! 
 Praise our God, ye heavenly host, hallelujah! 
 Praise the Son and Holy Ghost.  Hallelujah! 



Learning with Children Rev. Pirie 
 

The Lord’s Prayer VU page 921 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed by thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
 forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Scriptures: Psalm 118 and John 20:1-18 Hannah Haworth 
 

Message: What Really Happened? Part 1 Rev. Pirie 
 

Hymn: The Day of Resurrection VU 164 
1. The day of resurrection!  Earth, tell it out abroad; 

the passover of gladness, the passover of God! 
From death to life eternal, from earth unto the sky, 
our Christ has brought us over with hymns of victory. 

 

2. Our hearts be free of evil, that we may see aright 
the Christ in rays eternal of resurrection light, 
and, listening to the accents, may hear so calm and plain 
Christ’s own “All hail!” and, hearing, may raise the victor strain. 

 

3. Now let the heavens be joyful, let earth its song begin, 
the round world keep high triumph, and all that is therein; 
let all things seen and unseen their notes of gladness blend, 
for Christ indeed is risen, our Joy that has no end. 
 

Prayers for the People Rev. Pirie 
 

Hymn: Thine Is the Glory VU 173 
 

1. Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son: 
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won. 
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 
kept the folded grave-clothes where the body lay. 

 

Refrain: Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son: 
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won. 

 

2. Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb! 
Lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom. 
Let the church with gladness hymns of triumph sing, 
for the Lord now liveth: death hath lost its sting.  Refrain 

 

3. No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life; 
life is nought without thee: aid us in our strife; 
make us more than conquerors, through thy deathless love; 
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above. Refrain 



Commissioning Rev. Pirie 
 

As you have been loved – love. 
As you have been welcomed – welcome. 
As you have been fed – feed. 
As you have received – give. 

 

Benediction Rev. Pirie 
 

And may the boundless love of God, 
the grace of Jesus Christ, 
and the presence of the Holy Spirit 
be always with you.  Amen. 

 

Congregational Response  VU 298 
 

When you walk from here,  
When you walk from here,  
Walk with justice, walk with mercy,  
And with God’s humble care.  

 

Invitation Rev. Pirie 
 

For several years now, it’s been the tradition at Wesley-Knox for everyone to join in singing the 
“Hallelujah Chorus” from Handel’s Messiah. In keeping with that tradition, we now offer a  
recording of that magnificent piece with the music for you to sing along with, if you so choose.  

 

The Hallelujah Chorus (Messiah) (G. F. Handel) 
 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! (repeat) 
 

For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth (repeat) 
Hallelujah! (repeat) 
 

The kingdom of this world—Is become—  
   the kingdom of our Lord, and of His Christ, and of His Christ 
 

And He shall reign forever and ever  (repeat) 
 

King of Kings, and Lord of Lords (repeat) 
 

And He shall reign forever and ever (repeat) 
 

King of Kings, forever and ever 
And Lord of Lords, Hallelujah! Hallelujah! (repeat) 

 

Postlude: Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You (arr. Richard Ellsasser) 


