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~ Environmental Sunday ~ 
 

Theme: Becoming Environmental Stewards 
 

 

Worship Team: “Reaching Out” Committee (chair: Margo Bettger-Hahn),  
 Youth Quest members, Rev. Dr. Pirie Mitchell, Mary Ann Hodge 

 

Music Team: Karen Schuessler & Tony Haworth 
 

VU = red hymnal Voices United 
Please sing along at home; we have provided the lyrics! 

 
 

 

Prelude: All things Bright and Beautiful 
 

Words of Welcome 
 

Life and Work of the Church Rev. Pirie 
 

 

Call to Worship (responsively) Rev. Pirie & Congregation 
 

Pirie: The God of creation provides and sustains this beautiful world  
for us to share with all future generations yet to come.  

 

Cong: We are called to be the planet’s caretakers. 
 

Pirie: God created us in the Divine’s own image… 
 

Cong: …and set us free to be stewards of the earth.  
 

Pirie: God calls us to work together, as one worldwide community.   
 

Cong: Let us worship God that we may work well on behalf of Mother Nature. 
 

Opening Prayer (in unison) Rev. Pirie & Congregation 
 

Through our worship of you this morning,  
may we find our hearts and minds  
united with your Creating Spirit.  
Help us to be worthy  
of the gift of life you share with us.  
Inspire us in this hour together  
so that we may care more deeply for your good earth.  
Amen. 
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Hymn: Morning Has Broken VU 409 
 

1. Morning has broken like the first morning, 
 blackbird has spoken like the first bird. 

Praise for the singing!  Praise for the morning! 
Praise for them, springing fresh from the Word! 
 

2. Sweet the rain’s new fall sunlit from heaven, 
 like the first dewfall on the first grass. 
 Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden, 

sprung in completeness where God’s feet pass. 
 

3. Ours is the sunlight!  Ours is the morning 
 born of the one light Eden saw play! 
 Praise with elation, praise every morning, 
 God’s recreation of the new day! 
 

 

Children’s Time Jane Roy with Youth Quest 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (VU page 921) Youth Quest & Congregation 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed by thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
 forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Scripture: Genesis 1: 26-31 and John 10: 1-11 Keely Melville (Youth Quest) 
 

Introduction of Mary Ann Hodge Tony Haworth 
 

Message: Let's Be Shepherds Not Thieves Mary Ann Hodge* 
 

 

Hymn: This is God’s Wondrous World VU 296 
 

1. This is God's wondrous world,  
and to my listening ears  
all nature sings, and round me rings  
the music of the spheres.  
This is God's wondrous world;  
I rest me in the thought  
of rocks and trees, of skies and seas, 
God's hand the wonders wrought. 
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2. This is God's wondrous world:  
the birds their carols raise, 
the morning light, the lily white, 
declare their Maker's praise. 
This is God's wondrous world: 
God shines in all that's fair; 
in the rustling grass or mountain pass, 
God's voice speaks everywhere. 

3. This is God's wondrous world: 
O let me ne'er forget 
that though the wrong seems oft so strong, 
God is the Ruler yet. 
This is God's wondrous world:  
why should my heart be sad?  
Let voices sing, let the heavens ring: 
God reigns, let earth be glad!  

 

Minute for Mission Diane Knoppert 
 

Prayers for the People Tony Haworth 
 

Hymn: Touch the Earth Lightly VU 307, vs 1 & 3 
 

1. Touch the earth lightly, 
use the earth gently, 
nourish the life of the world in our care: 
gift of great wonder, 
ours to surrender, 
trust for the children tomorrow will bear. 

3. Let there be greening, 
birth from the burning, 
water that blesses and air that is sweet, 
health in God's garden, 
hope in God's children, 
regeneration that peace will complete. 

 

Commissioning (in unison) Rev. Pirie & Congregation 
 

We have gathered to seek the Presence,  
to hear Christ’s word,  
and to give praise for God’s gift of Creation.  
As we go out into the world, 
may we work together  
in our homes, workplaces, and city 
to ensure Creation is protected.  
And may we take time this week  
to enjoy its beauty and thank God for it. 

 

Benediction and Congregational Response 
 

Rev. Pirie: May the grace of God’s abundance surround you, 
 the gift of Jesus’ service inspire you, 
 and the movement of the Spirit stir within you. Amen. 

 

Congregation (sung, VU 298) 
 

When you walk from here,  
When you walk from here,  
Walk with justice, walk with mercy,  
And with God’s humble care.  
 

Postlude: The Well-Tempered Wood Thrush (Wood thrush and Bach, arranged by Paul Winter) 
 
 

*Mary Ann is an Occasional Teacher with the Thames Valley Board and a community organizer.  She spent 20 years in the 
Corporate Facilities Management field in Toronto where she learned the best way to make people act greener is to show them 
how it makes greater economic sense.  She is a co-founder of Climate Action London, based out of First-St. Andrew's United 
Church, which aims to inspire more Londoners to actively engage in the climate crisis.  Mary Ann has run three times as a 
candidate for the Green Party of Canada, participated in 67 Fridays For Future protests, and is a past member of the Advisory 
Committee on the Environment for the City of London. Mary Ann is also the Chair of the Board for Camp Kee-Mo-Kee, serves on 
the fundraising team for Indwell, and is working to protect Victoria Park from a ring of high rises. 


