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CONNECT WITH US! 
 

91 Askin Street 

London, Ontario 

N6C 1E7 
 

 

519-673-4803 
 

 

wesleyknox@bellnet.ca  
 

 

www.wesleyknox.com 
 

 

Facebook 

 

 

Moving in the Spirit… 

A diverse, welcoming, caring  

 and active faith community. 

A place to learn, grow,  

 build a relationship with God  

 and make a difference  

 in the world. 

 

Temporarily  

Closed  

(You may contact the      

office administrator to set 

up an appointment for           

in-person transactions.)  

Th is week I would like to share with you 

facts and  ideas about the Bible you 

may not know or you may already know.  If you        

already know, please excuse me for assuming you do 

know.  The Old Testament, better known as the 

Tanakh to our Jewish brothers and sisters is a        

collection of oral history written down before the    

Jewish nation was carried off into captivity.  All the 

oral history was gathered and transcribed even if 

some of that history contradicted another oral story.  

For example there were two Goliaths in the Old      

Testament.  The first Goliath was mentioned in           

1 Samuel 17:1-49.  The second Goliath was        

mentioned in 2 Samuel 21:18–19.  When we read the 

Tanakh be prepared to have instructions on the dress 

code of ancient Israel (it’s an abomination to wear a 

cloth made of two different fibers), the preferred menu 

(no pork), the sanitary code (washing hands), the           

adjustment to the human body (circumcision), the  

history of the Nation of Israel (Battle of Jericho), 

God’s instruction to the people (Ten Commandments) 

and so on.  It is a complete book! 

The New Testament begins with the Four Gospels.  

We think that Matthew was the first written because   

it comes first.  Not so!  The first gospel written was 

Mark’s gospel.  Mark was written between 66 and 70 

CE.         ...continued on next page >>> 
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Matthew and Luke were written between 85-90CE.  John was written last about 90-110.   

We don’t know who the authors were.  The four gospels were probably named after faithful 

members of the faith communities they led. 

There is a mystery surrounding the four gospels.  Matthew and Luke used as a basis Mark.  

Each has a good part of their content taken from Mark.  When the authors of Matthew and 

Luke did this they changed the words and added words to suit their own understanding.  

Then there is a large part of Luke and Matthew which share stories from another source that 

we don’t have.  Scholars call this source Quelle meaning ‘source’ in German.  Then Matthew 

and Luke have some of their own stories not found anywhere else. 

Now if I asked, “Who wrote the first book of the New Testament?” you might be tempted to 

now say “Mark.”  Wrong!  It was Paul with First Thessalonians (c. 50 CE) Galatians (c. 53 

CE) First Corinthians (c. 53–54 CE).   It is interesting to note that given the average lifespan 

of first century folk in the Mediterranean region, there were probably no survivors of Jesus’ 

disciple community still alive when the gospels were finished.  The last books written in the 

New Testament were The Epistle of John and second Peter at about 110 CE.   

There was a lost gospel of the New Testament finally found in 1945 in Egypt.  Called the 

Gospel of Thomas it contains short stories of Jesus.  Why was it lost?  Because out of the 

Council of Nicea in the 4th century the Bishops and church leaders decided it should not be 

included in the Bible and was to be destroyed.  All were except the lost gospel found in 

Egypt.   

~ Submitted by Rev. Dr. Pirie Mitchell 

Minister’s Musings, continued                  

 -Happy Birthday UCC! 

Message from Glen Pearson 

Family Faith corner

-Two different news articles  

 -Community Prayer on You-tube, 

 June is Pride month 

 -Joke of the week 

 -Family Faith Corner 

 -Prayer Cycle, fundraising              

 opportunity, donation request, 

 newsletter reminder 

 -How to use ZOOM 

 -How to find our worship videos 

Happy Birthday  
United Church of Canada! 
On June 10; now we’re a young  

95 years old. 
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Dear Wesley-Knox Friends: 
 

Many of you have written, asking how the food bank is doing IN these difficult days 
and I thought a message in the newsletter would be the easiest way to respond. 
The food bank is doing very well, and the launch of our new homeless lunch initiative 
at $5 a lunch has gone well.  The food bank is covering all the costs, which will even-
tually come to between $200-300 thousand, but the initiative has proved highly suc-
cessful and we are now planning with the mayor for what food security will look like 
post-COVID.  Changes are coming and the mayor has asked us to assist. 
 
Some have asked as well when I would be preaching next at the church.  MY life  has 
been swamped and I feel the need to concentrate on the homeless initiative and the 
overwhelming challenges CASS is facing at the moment.  However, I’ve really enjoyed 
working with John McFall on the church videos – especially the virtual coffee hour por-
tion, which, for me, only confirms that Wesley-Knox is out there still, doing amazing 
things, and keeping ourselves together in all the ways that matter.  I continue to be in 
awe with just how active our members are remaining.  And Youth Quest is still getting 
together twice a week online and I enjoy my involvement in all parts of that. 
 
Rev. Pirie is now among us and I just feel that I want to do my best TO support him in 
these troubled days.  It can’t be easy for him, but he has stepped forward and taken 
on a large part of getting the worship service videos out there to the congregation and 
he, along with Karen, deserve our every support. 
 
We went through a lengthy process to get Rev. Pirie and the process worked as it 
should.  I am determined to get behind him as we all seek a consistent voice from the 
pulpit right now in this time of distancing.  And soon enough we will have a leader for 
the youth that the search committee has worked diligently to engage.  My sense is 
that we are primed and ready for the near future, regard-
less of whatever obstacles we will face.  
 
I enjoy being part of Leadership Council and deliberating 
together with them as we work through the challenges 
ahead.  They are a highly collaborative group and it has 
been a delight. 
 
I’ll get back to the pulpit when these other great chal-
lenges abate somewhat, but for now I just want to thank 
everyone for confirming what I always reiterated in the six 
months I was preaching among you: we are a great 
church, all of us, and we have an important role to play in 
the future of this community. 
 
Thank you all for the support in these areas of involve-
ment and for your steadfast assurances.   
 
Glen Pearson 
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Our new Director of Child, Youth, and Family Ministries: Dan Leaver 
 

Leadership Council and our Search Committee are pleased to announce the newest member 
of our ministry team at Wesley-Knox: Dan Leaver.  Dan comes to us from Sarnia where he has 
served at Dunlop United Church as Youth and Young Families Minister for the past 7 years.  He 
is a candidate for Diaconal Ministry in the program offered by the Centre for Christian Studies 
in Winnipeg, and hopes to be commissioned in the next two to three years.  Many of our 
youth and younger adults will know Dan through the SWELL program which has held worship 
services at Wesley-Knox for many years.  Dan’s leadership has extended beyond Dunlop to 
camps and events involving multiple churches in the Sarnia area. Dan’s academic background 
includes a Bachelor of Arts at the University of Windsor and studies at Lambton College 
where he earned a Child and Youth Worker Diploma. He also holds a certificate in Youth and 
Theology as a result of attending a Forum on Youth Ministry at  the Princeton Theological 
Seminary. Dan finds joy in leading Sunday School, youth groups, confirmations and adult book 
studies and describes himself as an “accompanying leader”, helping others discern and dis-
cover          answers to their questions.  Off the job, Dan is likely to be found fishing, sailing, 
playing tennis, or hockey.  As part of his engagement at Wesley-Knox Dan will be moving to 
London. 
 

This appointment  is a half time appointment, which is a response to the strong desire                
expressed by the congregation for expanded programming for children, youth ,and                     
families.  This is a new position at Wesley-Knox, which expands on the role of Director of            
Children and Youth which we have had for some years.  As a Diaconal candidate, Dan follows 
the pattern at Wesley-Knox of producing strong candidates, such as Barb McGill and Karlene 
Kimber, and brings a rich experience and relevant skill set to Wesley-Knox.  
 

We look forward to Dan joining us as of September 1.  
We know that it will be a joyful day when we can unite 
in our sanctuary with Dan and get to know him.  None-
theless we will create opportunities to “meet” Dan, and 
look forward to his involvement with  Wesley-
Knox.  During the summer our lay leaders will be work-
ing with Dan to plan for the fall.  In the meantime, the 
Faith Formation Committee is working to provide lead-
ership for children, youth, and families during the sum-
mer.  
 

This marks the completion of the work of the Search             
Committee and as a congregation we acknowledge the     
contributions of Cathie Banks, Jane Fenwick, Tony Ha-
worth, Carl Hearn, Martin Horak, Trevor Johnson, John 
McFall and Maggie Walker who have worked diligently 
on the committee for the past five months. 
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Church Leaders 
Acknowledge                      

the Racism in their Midst 
 

In response to the demonstrations 
across the United States and Canada 
in the wake of the May 25 death of 
George Floyd in Minneapolis, the 
leaders of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Canada, the Anglican 
Church of Canada, and The United 
Church of Canada have issued a join 
letter.  
 
(https://www.united-church.ca/news/
church-leaders-acknowledge-racism-
their-midst). 
 
They write, “It is important for church 
members in our largely white     
churches to look at how we continue 
to perpetuate anti-Black racism,      
either inadvertently or intentionally. 
George Floyd’s words, ‘I can’t 
breathe,’ continue to ring in our ears; 
they act as a prophetic voice of the 
pain and re-traumatization that is 
coming from peoples of African      
descent again and again.” 
 
Moderator Richard Bott adds: “I am 
asking people in the United Church to 
delve into this topic individually and 
at church boards. If we don’t look at 
this issue and realize we are part of 
the problem, we can’t be part of the 
solution. This is the work of White 
members of the church, and the time 
has come to commit ourselves to this 
work, for everyone’s sake.” 

June is National Indigenous  

History Month 

In June, Canadians celebrate National Indig-
enous History Month to honour the history, 
heritage and diversity of Indigenous peo-
ples in Canada. It is also an opportunity to 
recognize the strength of present-day Indig-
enous communities. 

 

Myth: Aboriginal People are all the same. 

Fact: The term aboriginal is used to describe 
three distinct groups of people: First Na-
tions (Status and Non-Status), Metis, and 
Inuit. Each has a unique history, culture, 
language, perspective, and spiritual beliefs. 
A variety of terms have evolved such as 
"Indian, Native, First Nation, and Indige-
nous", and while preferences vary, it is im-
portant to take direction from the individual 
or community as appropriate. For example, 
the term Indian can be viewed by some as a 
derogatory term but is still used when refer-
ring to legislation such as the Indian Act. A 
growing trend is also the use of specific na-
tions such as: Anishinabek, Metis, Cree, Al-
gonquin, Haudenosaunee, Cree, etc be-
cause this is the most accurate description 
of the people in question, and helps differ-
entiate between cultural groups. 

https://www.united-church.ca/news/church-leaders-acknowledge-racism-their-midst?mc_cid=006474a2c5&mc_eid=063fd97bee#downloads
https://www.united-church.ca/news/church-leaders-acknowledge-racism-their-midst?mc_cid=006474a2c5&mc_eid=063fd97bee#downloads
https://www.united-church.ca/news/church-leaders-acknowledge-racism-their-midst?mc_cid=006474a2c5&mc_eid=063fd97bee#downloads
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 We did not receive notice of 

this in time  to participate,  

but you may view the service 

online on You-tube! 

www.youtube.com/c/

thevicarscrossing  

June is Pride Month 
The United Church affirms that gender and           
sexuality are gifts of God, and that all persons are 
made in the image of God.  We welcome into full 
membership and ministry people of all sexual       
orientations and gender identities.  The United 
Church is opposed to discrimination against any 
person on any basis by which a person is devalued. 
(From: https://www.united-church.ca/community-
faith/being-community/gender-sexuality-and-
orientation) 
 

For more information visit affirmunited.ause.ca/ 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.youtube.com_c_thevicarscrossing&d=DwMFaQ&c=plocFfGzcQoU6AS_LUasig&r=y5tYkDG15n9MjxNNAS4lJOsVFj_gHvsDv5i4JuiI-_s&m=4nFFhxPK94OY4a4_DZZ9fApW2iq-vH2kQ4e8tOLAEVM&s=lu0Y8ePUmD2zQbe30rBXbDh-AKsl8z0bz1mHP_y8qx8
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.youtube.com_c_thevicarscrossing&d=DwMFaQ&c=plocFfGzcQoU6AS_LUasig&r=y5tYkDG15n9MjxNNAS4lJOsVFj_gHvsDv5i4JuiI-_s&m=4nFFhxPK94OY4a4_DZZ9fApW2iq-vH2kQ4e8tOLAEVM&s=lu0Y8ePUmD2zQbe30rBXbDh-AKsl8z0bz1mHP_y8qx8
https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/being-community/gender-sexuality-and-orientation
https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/being-community/gender-sexuality-and-orientation
https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/being-community/gender-sexuality-and-orientation
http://affirmunited.ause.ca/


7 

 

Joke of the week (found online on a church secretaries page.) 
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Family Faith Corner 
 

KAREN PINCOMBE WILL LEAD THE CHILDREN’S TIME THIS WEEK! 
 

YouthQuest: Growing the Light of God in each of us! 

Participants are young people in Grades 8 - University.  
 

During the time of COVID, they meet by Zoom on                        
Sunday’s at 10:30 am and on Thursdays at 12:30 pm.   
 

-Sunday is a discussion based study exploring scripture,              
learning how it applies to and impacts our every day life. -
Thursday is a time to see one another when we are so               
isolated and includes a check in to see how everyone is doing. 
 

Any young person interested in joining these meetings can 
contact Karen Pincombe at:  

arts4allkids@icloud.com.  

Everyone is welcome!  Volunteer teachers include  

Karen Pincombe, Jane Roy, Glen Pearson and Brad Prentice. 

Is your family doing something     
interesting during this time that you 

would like to share?  
We are looking for families to  
share activities, stories, crafts  

(and more!) that they are doing 
that we can share as a weekly  
activity for families. If you are  

interested, please contact either             
Trevor or Mallory. 

mailto:arts4allkids@icloud.com
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If you wish to submit an article                   

for the newsletter, simply email               

it to the office at:  

wesleyknox@bellnet.ca  
 

Hand written submissions  

are also welcome  

for folks who do not use email.  

Deadline: 12:00 p.m. on Wednesdays  
 

If you are assisting with upcoming              

worship services, please have your            

information submitted to the office by 

email by Wednesday at 12:00 p.m.  

 
 

 

Region 7 - Antler River Watershed 
 

 

PRAYER CYCLE 
 

 

June 1, 2020 

Thorndale-Zion United Church 

https://tzuc.ca/news/ 
 

Prayers for our church families  

enduring grief, loss, or loneliness. 

Fund Raising Opportunity  
for Wesley Knox: 
Sewers Needed 

 

The Rotary Club of Stratford                             

is going to be selling masks.                                                 

They need sewers and                                    

will pay $2 per completed mask.  We have 6 

volunteers from Wesley Knox already and 

would like more.  Imagine the amount of money 

that could be raised for the church!  Guidelines, 

material and a pattern will be provided.  Drop 

off and pick up from your home will be taken 

care of.  If you are a sewer, and are interested 

in volunteering some of your time, or wish to 

find out more information, please contact              

David Knoppert (davidknoppert@sympatico.ca 

or 519-668-4063) as soon as you can. 

Rev. Pirie’s daughter-

in-law volunteers 

with “Canada Sews”  

They are in need of 

3/4 in or 1 inch 

buttons, quilting 

cotton, and sheets. 

 

If you have anything to donate, simply bring 

to the church and leave outside the parking 

lot doors on Tuesday mornings, marked 

“Canada Sews.”  Buttons can be sealed in an 

envelope with the same marking and 

popped through the mail slot at any time. 

 

Thank you! 

mailto:davidknoppert@sympatico.ca
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What is Zoom? 

Zoom is an online videoconferencing method that allows groups of people to 

meet virtually. 
 

How is Wesley-Knox using Zoom? 

We are currently using Zoom for committee meetings and other social events, 

such as Bible Studies and Lunch & Learns. 
 

How do I join a zoom meeting? 

When an event is happening on zoom, you will receive an invitation by email 

with a link to join it.  Open that link in a web browser, it will prompt you to 

open Zoom.  If you do not have it installed, you may need to install it on your 

computer.  That’s it! 
 

If you do not have access to a computer, you can also join a zoom meeting using your telephone!  The 

zoom invitation will include a phone number that you can call in order to join the conversation. You will not 

be able to see the others in the group but you will be able to hear them and participate in the conversa-

tions. 
 

Do I need to pay or create an account? 

In order to join a zoom group, you do not need an account. If you would like to schedule your own meeting, 

you will need to create a free account. 
 

I’m still having trouble with zoom. Who can I contact at Wesley-Knox for help? 

Send an email to communications@wesleyknox.com and we will do our best to help you! 

How do I find the Sunday 

Services easily online? 

 Go to our website  https://

wesleyknox.com/   and be sure to save    

it to your “favourite's” bar or 

“bookmark” it. 

 Look at the blue bar on the right side; scroll down on your screen            

until you see the You-tube icon (it is near the bottom right of the 

screen). 

 Simply click on the You-tube icon and it will take you to the Wesley-

Knox You-Tube page.  Our worship services are there, listed by date. 

ZOOM 101 

Join using a  

computer OR  

a telephone! 

mailto:communications@wesleyknox.com
https://wesleyknox.com/
https://wesleyknox.com/

