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CONNECT WITH US! 
 

91 Askin Street 

London, Ontario 

N6C 1E7 
 

 

519-673-4803 
 

 

wesleyknox@bellnet.ca  
 

 

www.wesleyknox.com 
 

 

Facebook 

 

 

Moving in the Spirit… 

A diverse, welcoming, caring  

 and active faith community. 

A place to learn, grow,  

 build a relationship with God  

 and make a difference  

 in the world. 

 

Temporarily  

Closed  

(You may contact the      

office administrator to set 

up an appointment for           

in-person transactions.)  

It is interesting that there are only a few of the 

social conditions left over from the time of Je-

sus to today.  Benito Mussolini in the 1930’s and 40’s tried to 

recreate a new Roman Empire by fighting Ethiopia and Greece.  

He failed.  However there is one social institution of Jesus’ time 

left over to this time.  That was the patronage system.  I believe 

Sicily was, and is, the last place in the Mediterranean Basin, of 

which the Holy Land is a part, to still have it in place.  It goes by 

many names but we call it for our use in theology as the pat-

ronage system. 
 

In Jesus’ time there were no laws covering the daily lives of 

people in Roman occupied Palestine.  There were laws covering 

Roman citizens in the Empire.  Paul claimed to be a Roman citi-

zen (see Acts 16: 37-38; 22: 25-27).  There were rules covering 

Roman citizens which allowed Paul to appeal to the Emperor 

himself.  Roman citizens were not supposed to be crucified.  So 

what did the Children of Israel do to protect themselves? In the 

times of an independent Judea and Israel there were the laws 

found in the Old Testament.  But these laws were quite mean-

ingless in Roman times.  The ordinary people of the Mediterra-

nean Basin were also in the same position.  Out of the vacuum 

of laws there emerged a system of strong men we know as the 

Patronage System. 
 

In the movie The Godfather Vito Corleone (played by Marlon 

Brando) is confronted on the day of his daughter’s wedding, 

where he is supposed to grant favours to members ...page 2    
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-Minister’s Musings, continued  

 -Joke of the week 

-Celebrations, Calendar 

-Senior’s Parade 

-Note from the Council 

 -Prayer Cycle 

 -How to use Zoom,  

 -How to find services online 
 

A reminder that you may join Zoom meetings 

by TELEPHONE if  you do not have internet or 

have a poor internet           

connection.  Call Mallory 

Brennan or John McFall 

ahead of your meeting to 

find out how! 

Joke of the week: 

Two guys are walking through a game park and 

they come across a lion that has not eaten for 

days.  The lion starts chasing the two men.  

They run as fast as they can and the one guy 

starts getting tired and decides to say a prayer, 

"Please turn this lion into a Christian, Lord."  

He looks to see if the lion is still chasing and he 

sees the lion on its knees. Happy to see his 

prayer answered, he turns around and heads 

towards the lion.  As he comes closer to the 

lion, he hears the it 

saying a prayer: 

"Thank you Lord for 

the food I am about 

to receive."  

of his  “family”, by a man who has some allegiance 

to him.  Vito is confronted by Amerigo Bonasera 

(played by Italian immigrant Salvatore Corsitto) who 

wants justice for his daughter who was badly beaten 

by two well of young men.  The young men had 

been tried in an American court but got off with a 

suspended sentence through the influence of their 

influential parents (another form of patronage).  The 

Godfather stepped in and obtained “justice” for Bo-

nasera who did not feel he got it in the usual way.  

In Jesus’ day the patronage system flourished to 

bring a form of justice to the ordinary folk. 
 

Jesus used the patronage system to explain his King-

dom of Heaven or God to his followers.  He continu-

ally uses in the scriptures, “the Kingdom of Heaven 

(God) is like this…” which means how life would be if 

God is really in charge.  For example the parable of 

the Generous Patron (Matthew 20: 1-6) is a perfect 

example of God as patron, although the parable 

teaches us other Jesus’ teachings the main theme is 

one of patronage.   
 

The landowner is the patron.  He offers work to men 

who cannot ask for work.  The rules of Old Testa-

ment theology require the patron to distribute his 

surplus to many.  He does not save it for a rainy day.  

That’s what he’s doing when he hired men through-

out the day.  He is allowed to distribute his surplus 

any way he chooses in any amount to any number of 

people.  He follows no rules.  The landowner patron 

holds all the cards and is playing them as he sees fit.  

The poor have no power. 
 

It’s the same way for God.  We can never hope to 

understand how God does things which to us often 

seems to have no rhyme or reason.  But God is the 

patron.  He holds the cards which he has not shared 

with us.  The best we can do in our earthly circum-

stances is to play our cards as best we can by using 

the lessons learned from Jesus of Nazareth.   
 

~ Submitted by Rev. Dr. Pirie Mitchell 
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Our current events for the upcoming 2 weeks as reported to the  

Communications Team 2020.07.02 

(If there are any errors or omissions, please let the office know.)  

All activities are held online and NOT in the building during the pandemic. 

TWO GRADS IN ONE HOUSEHOLD! 

 

A backyard celebration was held last Saturday 

for two “2020 Graduates”.  Pictured to the left is 

Justin Morris that graduates from Lord Dorches-

ter Secondary School and will attend McMaster            

University in September.  On the right is Michael 

Morris that graduates from Northdale Public 

School and will attend Lord Dorchester Second-

ary School this fall.  The young men are the 

grandsons of Carl & Marion Hearn. 

Kevin and Vivienne celebrated Can-

ada Day by 

staying cool  

on their front 

porch!  Thanks 

for the great 

photo. 
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Thank you to all of the Seniors who honoured me with a Parade last Wednesday evening!  I was truly 

surprised and very touched!  I really miss each and everyone of you!  The last 5 years have really been 

fun!  I got to know each and everyone of you and was truly privileged that you let me into your lives. 

Wednesdays were always a great day for me it was not just a job.  I enjoyed every trip, game, meeting, 

guest speaker and of course every great conversation we shared around the table with coffee, tea, and 

dessert!!!!!  

Thank-you for the wonderful gifts; the clock that Heather and Norm Clark's daughter Nancy made is 

absolutely wonderful  The gift cards were most appreciated as well and will be put to good use.  I look 

forward to seeing each of you in church when this Covid issue is safer for all of us.  Until then, let's keep 

in touch by email, phone, and snail mail. 

God Bless, love and peace to you all!!!! 

  Paul Stewart  

  - former Seniors Connection Coordinator 
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A reminder that many of the staff now 
switch to summer hours for the months 
of July and August.  The office admin 
will be available by email Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and 
Thursday morn-
ings.  For anything         
urgent, Rev. Pirie, 
John M, and the 
M&P committee are 
able to connect 
with any staff to 
meet your needs. 

Reopening the Church Building 
 
Considerable time has passed since we closed our church building due to the pandemic. As Ontario progress-
es through the phases of restarting the economy, many of you are wondering about the reopening of our 
church building.   
 
Since we closed the building our staff have not been able to work in the building.  In the case of Arlene, she 
works from home.  Our Music Director, Karen Schuessler also works from home except on Tuesday after-
noons when she joins a small group producing the weekly recorded worship service. Our Supply Minister, 
Pirie Mitchell, also works from home except for the worship service recording.  Our Minister of Visitation, 
Doug Ross, keeps in touch with people from his home. Our Custodian, Bill Jacklin, is part of a team which in-
spects the building on a regular basis and looks after the exterior grounds of the building.   
 
Reopening a building as large as that of Wesley-Knox with the many activities carried out in the building is a 
complicated project. The lack of vaccine or effective treatment of the virus leaves us with a continuing risk. 
There are a number of best practices evolving to help mitigate the risk - hand hygiene, physical distancing, 
testing and tracing. Wesley-Knox will need to review all our activities to identify specific measures that must 
be taken in order to align with these best practices and comply with the various relevant authorities' direc-
tives and guidance. In order to manage this project, Leadership Council has established an Ad-hoc Reopening 
Committee consisting of our Minister and Music Director as well as representatives from standing com-
mittees and Leadership Council itself. Additional help will be requested from those having relevant 
knowledge and experience. The Reopening Committee will be meeting soon to start working on plans.  It is 
likely that there will be a phased reopening. A reopening of the sanctuary for worship is key to restoring the 
social contact we are all missing. A worthy target of the fall for resumption of in-person worship is desirable 
but hinges on the extent of changes required for safety for all involved.  
 
If you would like to serve on this committee or act in a consultative role, please contact John McFall (email 
john.mcfall@rogers.com or phone 519 660-0411). The committee will be communicating to our congrega-
tion using our newsletter, website and, as need be,  our newly-established telephone tree.  
 
John McFall Chair, Leadership Council    
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If you wish to submit an article for the 

newsletter, email it to the office at:  

wesleyknox@bellnet.ca  
 

Hand written submissions  

are also welcome  

for folks who do not use email.  

SUMMER DEADLINE: 

9:00 a.m. on Wednesdays  
 

If you are assisting with upcoming              

worship services, please have your            

information submitted to the office by 

email by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m.  

 
 

Region 7 - Antler River Watershed 
 

PRAYER CYCLE 
 

July 5th, 2020 
 

Lambeth United Church 

https://www.lambethunitedchurch.ca/ 

(London, Ontario) 
 

Prayers for our church families  

enduring grief, loss, or loneliness. 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

If you have been considering 
changing your givings  

over to the PAR system,              
but think that you are creating 

a cost due to the fee,                      
be assured the cost is minimal.   

 

Even givings by cash or cheque 
have a processing fee at the 

bank.  Here are the fees we pay 
for contributions by PAR: 

 

• VISA Service Charge:  

  2.5% of each contributor’s total/month 

• MASTERCARD Service Charge:  

  2.5% of each contributor’s total/month 

• Bank Debit Service Charge: 

  $0.50 per bank debit contributor/month 

 

Another United Church congregation local to London 
has a PAR enrolment of an astounding 80% enrolment 
in PAR!  If a concern about possible costs to WKUC 

has been your obstacle, please be re-assured that it is 
a very cost-effective program for us. 

We continue our database update 

project: we would appreciate your 

full birthdays.  They will not be          

distributed for any reason.   

The information you disclose is  

private, but does give us an              

accurate demographic profile for 

our church (and for the United 

Church of Canada) on the growth           

or decline of               

congregations                  

individually and              

on a greater scale.  

Simply email the 

office, or write your 

information on your 

offering envelope. 
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What is Zoom? 

Zoom is an online videoconferencing method that allows groups of people to 

meet virtually. 
 

How is Wesley-Knox using Zoom? 

We are currently using Zoom for committee meetings and other social events, 

such as Bible Studies and Lunch & Learns. 
 

How do I join a zoom meeting? 

When an event is happening on zoom, you will receive an invitation by email 

with a link to join it.  Open that link in a web browser, it will prompt you to 

open Zoom.  If you do not have it installed, you may need to install it on your 

computer.  That’s it! 
 

If you do not have access to a computer, you can also join a zoom meeting using your telephone!  The 

zoom invitation will include a phone number that you can call in order to join the conversation. You will not 

be able to see the others in the group but you will be able to hear them and participate in the conversa-

tions. 
 

Do I need to pay or create an account? 

In order to join a zoom group, you do not need an account. If you would like to schedule your own meeting, 

you will need to create a free account. 
 

I’m still having trouble with zoom. Who can I contact at Wesley-Knox for help? 

Send an email to communications@wesleyknox.com and we will do our best to help you! 

How do I find the Sunday 

Services easily online? 

 Go to our website  https://

wesleyknox.com/   and be sure to save    

it to your “favourite's” bar or 

“bookmark” it. 

 Look at the blue bar on the right side; scroll down on your screen            

until you see the You-tube icon (it is near the bottom right of the 

screen). 

 Simply click on the You-tube icon and it will take you to the Wesley-

Knox You-Tube page.  Our worship services are there, listed by date. 

ZOOM 101 

Join using a  

computer OR  

a telephone! 

mailto:communications@wesleyknox.com
https://wesleyknox.com/
https://wesleyknox.com/

