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CONNECT WITH US! 
 

91 Askin Street 

London, Ontario 

N6C 1E7 
 

 

519-673-4803 
 

 

wesleyknox@bellnet.ca  
 

 

www.wesleyknox.com 
 

 

Facebook 

 

 

Moving in the Spirit… 

A diverse, welcoming, caring  

 and active faith community. 

A place to learn, grow,  

 build a relationship with God  

 and make a difference  

 in the world. 

 

Temporarily  

Closed  

(You may contact the      

office administrator to set 

up an appointment for           

in-person transactions.)  

 

In  the first century, the century of Jesus’ minis-
try, almost all men made their living as farm labourers.  It 
was a mind-numbing existence from sun up to sun down.  
There was nothing romantic about their lives.  Although 
most theologians believed that Jesus and his family made 
their living as builders, Jesus was certainly was well ac-
quainted with farming and the daily grind of the farm            
labourer.  He found it most useful to illustrate his sermons 
to people using farming as a metaphor.   
 
To make a living as a farm labourer meant that your body 
was under great pressure to perform.  Often men’s bodies 
failed them.  Hernias were wide spread and eventually 
killed many.  Everyone in the Holy Land, rich and poor, 
were infested with parasites.  Dysentery was wide spread.  
There was a very limited understanding of medicine.  In 
the Old Testament there were books which concentrated 
on the dietary laws of the Children of Israel.  The books 
also included rules for washing.  However, in Jesus’ day 
disease was blamed on evil spirits which were lurking in 
everyone’s body.   Travelling “prophets” and charlatan 
“Faith Healers” were a dime a dozen attempting to heal 
the sick and infirm but more interested in lining their own 
pockets.   
 
Although the Old Testament tells us we can live to age 70 
(Psalm 90, verse 10: "The days of our years are three score 
and ten.")            ...Continued on page 2... 
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-Minister’s Musings, continued  

 -Joke of the week 

-Calendar, Summer Read,  

 -Camp Announcement 

-Note from the Council 

-Prayer Cycle 

 -How to use Zoom,  

 -How to find services online 
 
A reminder that you may join Zoom meetings 

by TELEPHONE if  you do not have internet or 

have a poor internet  

connection.   

Call Mallory Brennan or 

John McFall ahead of your 

meeting to find out how! 

Joke of the week: 
 

A farmer was driving along the road with 

a load of fertilizer.  A little boy, playing 

in front of his house, saw him and called, 

"What've you got in your truck?" 

 

"Fertilizer," the farmer replied. 

 

"What are you going to do with it?" asked 

the little boy. 

 

"Put it on straw-

berries," an-

swered the 

farmer. 

 

"You ought to 

live here," the 

little boy advised 

him.  "We put 

sugar and cream 

on ours." 

...continued from page 1… 
that was very old age of a person who was not a 
farm labourer.  In Jesus’ day a person who reached 
age 40 was considered very old.  We estimate       
Jesus’ age to be between 30-33 when he was           
crucified.  His disciples were about the same age.  
Added to this was an incredibly high rate of infant   
mortality.  I suspect that those working on the 
farms died sooner rather than later. 
 
When the Children of Israel settled in the Promised 
Land each man was given a plot of land to farm.  
There were rules about land inheritance.  If a man 
sold his land, he would get it back in a Jubilee year.  
All that changed with the Roman occupation in 
63 BCE.  They levied new taxes which especially 
hurt the farmer.  In a bad, when a farmer could not 
pay his taxes, his land would be sold to pay off the 
debt.  He would then need to become either a day 
labourer or a sharecropper, or change occupations 
completely.  Many of the Holy Land’s smaller farms 
would merge with other small farms to become 
large commercial farms catering to specialized 
crops, such as olives and grapes (wine) destined to 
larger urban markets such as Rome.  There was 
little land for the peasant family to grow their        
subsistence crops.  There were many absentee 
landlords.  In a crop failure year, countless farms 
changed hands and people starved.  Roman                  
occupation of the Holy Land was not a pleasant 
time for the majority of the people.    
 
 

~ Submitted by Rev. Dr. Pirie Mitchell 
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Our current events for the upcoming 2 weeks as reported to the  

Communications Team 2020.07.08 

(If there are any errors or omissions, please let the office know.)  

All activities are held online and NOT in the building during the pandemic. 

New Book Release available at UCRD 

“The Other Side of the River:  

From Church Pew to Sweat Lodge” 

In his new book, The Other Side of the River: From 

Church Pew to Sweat Lodge, author and retired Unit-

ed Church minister Alf Dumont generously shares his 

story of walking between the worlds of Indigenous 

and settler, Traditional Spirituality and Christianity. 

Dumont's stories challenge the church and all of Can-

ada to re-examine their relationships and responsi-

bilities with Indigenous peoples. 

 

Through deeply personal experiences, humour, poet-

ry, and insight, Dumont encourages all people “to sit 

down together again” and share in a new and good 

way. Available now in softcover. E-book coming 

soon!  

$23.95 - Use promo code RIVER15  

at checkout for 15% off! RIVER15 

Expiration date: Jul 16, 2020 
https://ucrdstore.ca/ 
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A reminder that many of the staff now 
switch to summer hours for the months 
of July and August.  The office admin 
will be available by email Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and 
Thursday morn-
ings.  For anything         
urgent, Rev. Pirie, 
John M, and the 
M&P committee are 
able to connect 
with any staff to 
meet your needs. 

Reopening the Church Building 
 
Considerable time has passed since we closed our church building due to the pandemic. As Ontario progress-
es through the phases of restarting the economy, many of you are wondering about the reopening of our 
church building.   
 
Since we closed the building our staff have not been able to work in the building.  In the case of Arlene, she 
works from home.  Our Music Director, Karen Schuessler also works from home except on Tuesday after-
noons when she joins a small group producing the weekly recorded worship service. Our Supply Minister, 
Pirie Mitchell, also works from home except for the worship service recording.  Our Minister of Visitation, 
Doug Ross, keeps in touch with people from his home. Our Custodian, Bill Jacklin, is part of a team which in-
spects the building on a regular basis and looks after the exterior grounds of the building.   
 
Reopening a building as large as that of Wesley-Knox with the many activities carried out in the building is a 
complicated project. The lack of vaccine or effective treatment of the virus leaves us with a continuing risk. 
There are a number of best practices evolving to help mitigate the risk - hand hygiene, physical distancing, 
testing and tracing. Wesley-Knox will need to review all our activities to identify specific measures that must 
be taken in order to align with these best practices and comply with the various relevant authorities' direc-
tives and guidance. In order to manage this project, Leadership Council has established an Ad-hoc Reopening 
Committee consisting of our Minister and Music Director as well as representatives from standing com-
mittees and Leadership Council itself. Additional help will be requested from those having relevant 
knowledge and experience. The Reopening Committee will be meeting soon to start working on plans.  It is 
likely that there will be a phased reopening. A reopening of the sanctuary for worship is key to restoring the 
social contact we are all missing. A worthy target of the fall for resumption of in-person worship is desirable 
but hinges on the extent of changes required for safety for all involved.  
 
If you would like to serve on this committee or act in a consultative role, please contact John McFall (email 
john.mcfall@rogers.com or phone 519 660-0411). The committee will be communicating to our congrega-
tion using our newsletter, website and, as need be,  our newly-established telephone tree.  
 
John McFall Chair, Leadership Council    
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If you wish to submit an article for the 

newsletter, email it to the office at:  

wesleyknox@bellnet.ca  
 

Hand written submissions  

are also welcome  

for folks who do not use email.  

SUMMER DEADLINE: 

9:00 a.m. on Wednesdays  
 

If you are assisting with upcoming              

worship services, please have your            

information submitted to the office by 

email by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m.  

 
 

Region 7 - Antler River Watershed 
 

PRAYER CYCLE 
 

July 12th, 2020 
 

 

 

Tilbury-Quinn Pastoral Charge 
 

 

 

Prayers for our church families  

enduring grief, loss, or loneliness. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

If you have been considering 
changing your givings  

over to the PAR system,              
but think that you are creating 

a cost due to the fee,                      
be assured the cost is minimal.   

 

Even givings by cash or cheque 
have a processing fee at the 

bank.  Here are the fees we pay 
for contributions by PAR: 

 

• VISA Service Charge:  

  2.5% of each contributor’s total/month 

• MASTERCARD Service Charge:  

  2.5% of each contributor’s total/month 

• Bank Debit Service Charge: 

  $0.50 per bank debit contributor/month 

 

Another United Church congregation local to London 
has a PAR enrolment of an astounding 80% enrolment 
in PAR!  If a concern about possible costs to WKUC 

has been your obstacle, please be re-assured that it is 
a very cost-effective program for us. 

We continue our database update pro-

ject: we would appreciate your full birth-

days.  They will not be distributed for 

any reason.  The information you dis-

close is private, but does give us an ac-

curate demographic profile for our 

church (and for the United Church of 

Canada) on the growth or decline of con-

gregations individually and on a greater 

scale.  Simply email the office, or write 

your information on your offering enve-

lope.   
 

Other information we can include in our 

database is maiden names (or previous 

last names), and 

photos!  Remember 

to update the office 

if you move, change 

your phone             

number, or change 

your email address 
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What is Zoom? 

Zoom is an online videoconferencing method that allows groups of people to 

meet virtually. 
 

How is Wesley-Knox using Zoom? 

We are currently using Zoom for committee meetings and other social events, 

such as Bible Studies and Lunch & Learns. 
 

How do I join a zoom meeting? 

When an event is happening on zoom, you will receive an invitation by email 

with a link to join it.  Open that link in a web browser, it will prompt you to 

open Zoom.  If you do not have it installed, you may need to install it on your 

computer.  That’s it! 
 

If you do not have access to a computer, you can also join a zoom meeting using your telephone!  The 

zoom invitation will include a phone number that you can call in order to join the conversation. You will not 

be able to see the others in the group but you will be able to hear them and participate in the conversa-

tions. 
 

Do I need to pay or create an account? 

In order to join a zoom group, you do not need an account. If you would like to schedule your own meeting, 

you will need to create a free account. 
 

I’m still having trouble with zoom. Who can I contact at Wesley-Knox for help? 

Send an email to communications@wesleyknox.com and we will do our best to help you! 

How do I find the Sunday 

Services easily online? 

 Go to our website  https://

wesleyknox.com/   and be sure to save    

it to your “favourite's” bar or 

“bookmark” it. 

 Look at the blue bar on the right side; scroll down on your screen            

until you see the You-tube icon (it is near the bottom right of the 

screen). 

 Simply click on the You-tube icon and it will take you to the Wesley-

Knox You-Tube page.  Our worship services are there, listed by date. 

ZOOM 101 

Join using a  

computer OR  

a telephone! 

mailto:communications@wesleyknox.com
https://wesleyknox.com/
https://wesleyknox.com/

