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CONNECT WITH US! 
 

91 Askin Street 

London, Ontario 

N6C 1E7 
 

 

519-673-4803 
 

 

wesleyknox@bellnet.ca  
 

 

www.wesleyknox.com 
 

 

Facebook 

 

 

Moving in the Spirit… 

A diverse, welcoming, caring  

 and active faith community. 

A place to learn, grow,  

 build a relationship with God  

 and make a difference  

 in the world. 

 

Temporarily  

Closed  

(You may contact the      

office administrator to set 

up an appointment for           

in-person transactions.)  

The scripture reading in from Matthew’s gospel this 
Sunday focuses on honour and shame which were two 
core values of the first century society in the Mediter-
ranean region.  As Dr. John Pilch, this century’s aca-
demic guru, when it comes to first century culture, 
puts it this way that honour and shame are the power 
forces which shaped behaviour of Jesus’ community.  
In our society we have core values: fairness for all, a 
justice system without interference from vested inter-
ests and so on which shape our behaviour.   
 
Honour is an individual’s public claim of worth and 
shame is the erosion of that claim.  In the first century 
this had a competitive edge to this.  In every village, 
families were judged on the two the contrasting values 
of honour and shame.  Honour was a public recogni-
tion of worth.  Shame was the erosion of that honour. 
 
When Mary becomes pregnant, as written in Matthew 
1: 18-25, Joseph would have been immediately dis-
honoured if it got out about her “being in the family 
way”.  Like today there is no such thing as being 
“slightly pregnant”.  Mary would have had a hard time 
hiding her pregnancy.  Joseph is only engaged to his 
bride who is pregnant.  It was a dangerous situation 
for both of them.  Unlike today in Canada, where a 
marriage is between two people, marriages in Christ’s 
day was always between two families and a marriage 
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arrangement was always based on acquir-
ing wealth and collective honour.  Accord-
ing to Matthew, Joseph had had no sexual 
relations with his wife to be.  Since Mary 
was pregnant it would have brought great 
shame to Joseph and his family.  It also put 
Mary in a very dangerous position as she 
could have been stoned to death if Joseph 
had sought the ultimate penalty for her in-
fidelity to recover his family’s honour.  In a 
dream Joseph learned the “truth” of 
Mary’s pregnancy and was able to post-
pone his honour in recognition of a greater 
honour to come later which he learned 
about in his dream. 
 
Now you could acquire honour which was 
something Jesus often did.  In his ministry 
Jesus was often asked tricky questions in-
tended to stump him and take away his 
honour.  In Matthew 22:21 Jesus is asked to 
make a value judgement between what he 
owes the emperor and what he owes to 
God.  This was a deliberate attack on his 
honour when he was presented with the 
question that he couldn’t answer without 
getting into trouble with the Old Testament 
laws.  The questioner was attempting to 

shame him.  His response was brilliant, 
“Render to Caesar the things that are 
Caesar's; and to God the things that are 
God's."  With this response he added to his 
bank of honour and sent the questioner a 
good dose of shame in the process. 
 
The battle of honour vs. shame could get 
pretty nasty.  In Matthew 13: 24-30 we can 
see the nastiness played out.  A farmer 
sows good clean seed in his acreage.  Along 
comes his enemy who deliberately sows 
weed seed in the freshly seeded soil.  His 
enemy’s action would cause the farmer 
chaos in his wheat field.  In every village 
there was ongoing competition to add hon-
our to your family and bring about shame 
to your opponent.  Jesus had to be careful 
on how he dealt with the parable as it 
could bring him shame if he answered in-
correctly.  He didn’t.  His honour stayed in-
tact.      
 

One last point.  In Jesus’ time once anyone 
did harm to another, there was never for-
giveness.  The feud continued for a life 
time.  I suspect William Shakespeare knew 
about the feuding families of the Mediter-
ranean world and based his play Romeo 
and Juliette on that social norm.  
 

~ Submitted by Rev. Dr. Pirie Mitchell 
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-Minister’s Musings, continued  

-Calendar,-Camp Announcement 

-Prayer Cycle, Joke of the Week 

-How to use Zoom,  

 -How to find services online 
 
 

A reminder that you may join  

Zoom meetings  

by TELEPHONE  

if  you do not have internet or  

have a poor internet  

connection.   

Call Mallory Brennan or John McFall  

ahead of your meeting to find out how! 

Our current events for the upcoming 2 weeks as reported to the  

Communications Team 2020.07.15 

(If there are any errors or omissions, please let the office know.)  

All activities are held online and NOT in the building during the pandemic. 
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If you wish to submit an article for the 

newsletter, email it to the office at:  

wesleyknox@bellnet.ca  
 

Hand written submissions  

are also welcome  

for folks who do not use email.  

SUMMER DEADLINE: 

9:00 a.m. on Wednesdays  
 

If you are assisting with upcoming              

worship services, please have your            

information submitted to the office by 

email by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m.  

 
 

Region 7 - Antler River Watershed 
 

PRAYER CYCLE 
 

July 19th, 2020 
 

 

Bryanston United Church 

 
 

 

 

Prayers for our church families  

enduring grief, loss, or loneliness. 

Joke of the week: 
 

MARRIAGE AND COFFEE 

Shortly after tying the knot, a young married 

couple started arguing over who should make 

the coffee. Being a good Christian woman, the 

wife went to the scriptures for her answer. 

She said that the Bible specifically stated that 

men should be the ones to make the coffee. 

Puzzled, the husband asked her where in the 

Bible it said that. 

Very confidently, 

the wife opened 

up her Bible and 

said: “It’s right 

here—

HEBREWS.” 

We continue our database update pro-

ject: we would appreciate your full birth-

days.  They will not be distributed for 

any reason.  The information you dis-

close is private, but does give us an ac-

curate demographic profile for our 

church (and for the United Church of 

Canada) on the growth or decline of con-

gregations individually and on a greater 

scale.  Simply email the office, or write 

your information on your offering enve-

lope.   
 

Other information we can include in our 

database is maiden names (or previous 

last names), and 

photos!  Remember 

to update the office 

if you move, change 

your phone             

number, or change 

your email address 
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What is Zoom? 

Zoom is an online videoconferencing method that allows groups of people to 

meet virtually. 
 

How is Wesley-Knox using Zoom? 

We are currently using Zoom for committee meetings and other social events, 

such as Bible Studies and Lunch & Learns. 
 

How do I join a zoom meeting? 

When an event is happening on zoom, you will receive an invitation by email 

with a link to join it.  Open that link in a web browser, it will prompt you to 

open Zoom.  If you do not have it installed, you may need to install it on your 

computer.  That’s it! 
 

If you do not have access to a computer, you can also join a zoom meeting using your telephone!  The 

zoom invitation will include a phone number that you can call in order to join the conversation. You will not 

be able to see the others in the group but you will be able to hear them and participate in the conversa-

tions. 
 

Do I need to pay or create an account? 

In order to join a zoom group, you do not need an account. If you would like to schedule your own meeting, 

you will need to create a free account. 
 

I’m still having trouble with zoom. Who can I contact at Wesley-Knox for help? 

Send an email to communications@wesleyknox.com and we will do our best to help you! 

How do I find the Sunday 

Services easily online? 

 Go to our website  https://

wesleyknox.com/   and be sure to save    

it to your “favourite's” bar or 

“bookmark” it. 

 Look at the blue bar on the right side; scroll down on your screen            

until you see the You-tube icon (it is near the bottom right of the 

screen). 

 Simply click on the You-tube icon and it will take you to the Wesley-

Knox You-Tube page.  Our worship services are there, listed by date. 

ZOOM 101 

Join using a  

computer OR  

a telephone! 

mailto:communications@wesleyknox.com
https://wesleyknox.com/
https://wesleyknox.com/

