CONNECT WITH US!

week we have a reading from the Gospel of
Thomas. It was discovered near Nag Hammadi,
Egypt, in 1945 among a group of books known as the Nag
Hammadi library. Scholars speculate that the works were
discarded in response to a letter from Bishop Athanasius
declaring a strict canon of Christian scripture which did
not include The Gospel of Thomas. Scholars have
proposed dates of composition as early as AD 60 and as
late as AD 140. The reason for Athanasius’ letter reflected
an early theological battle of who Jesus was and what he
represented. The gospel of Thomas as a Coptic Christian
edition of the gospel and incorporated the saying of Jesus.
For hundreds of years there were snippets of Thomas’
gospel around but until 1945 we never had a full copy.
The Christian Church in Egypt were known in the early
church as Gnostic Coptic Christian Church.
In the early Christian Church,
there were literally hundreds
of competing theologies and
doctrines of Jesus the Christ.
Besides the doctrine which is
represented in today’s
Christian communities where
Jesus is the son of God, born of
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Joke of the week:

a virgin, died on a cross and was resurrected
three days later etc. there were others. One
of them was the Gnostic view of Jesus.

IF STUDENTS WROTE THE BIBLE:

Bart D. Ehrman, "Christianity Turned on Its
Head: The Alternative Vision of the Gospel of
Judas" said this about the term Gnosticism.
“It comes from the Greek word gnōsis, which
means knowledge. Gnostics are those who are
"in the know." And what is it that they know?
They know secrets that can bring salvation.
For gnostics, a person is saved not by having
faith in Christ or by doing good works. Rather,
a person is saved by knowing the truth—the
truth about the world we live in, about who
the true God is, and especially about who we
ourselves are. In other words, this is largely
self-knowledge: knowledge of where we came
from, how we got here, and how we can return
to our heavenly home. According to most
gnostics, this material world is not our home.
We are trapped here, in these bodies of flesh,
and we need to learn how to escape. For
those gnostics who were also Christian (many
gnostics were not), it is Christ himself who
brings this secret knowledge from above. He
reveals the truth to his intimate followers, and
it is this truth that can set them free.”



Instead of God creating the world in six
days and resting on the seventh, He would
have put it off until the night before it was
due and then pulled an all-nighter.



The Last Supper would have been eaten
the next morning--cold.



The Ten Commandments would actually be
only five--double-spaced and written in a
large font.



New edition would be published every two
years in order to limit reselling.



Forbidden fruit would have been eaten
because it wasn't cafeteria food.



Paul's letter to the Romans would become
Paul's email to abuse@romans.gov.



Reason Cain killed Abel: they were
roommates.

At the Council of Nicaea held in 325 there was
a theological “Battle Royal” as to which
theology was correct. Gnosticism lost and was
banned and their books representing this view
were destroyed which included Gospel of
Thomas



Reason why Moses and followers walked in
the desert for 40 years: they didn't want to
ask directions and look like freshmen.

http://jokes.christiansunite.com/Bible/
If_Students_Wrote_the_Bible.shtml

~ Submitted by Rev. Dr. Pirie Mitchell
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-Minister’s Musings, continued

-Joke of the week
-Calendar,-Camp Announcement

-Prayer Cycle
-How to use Zoom,
-How to find services online
A reminder that you may join
Zoom meetings
by TELEPHONE
if you do not have internet or
have a poor internet
connection.
Call Mallory Brennan or John McFall
ahead of your meeting to find out how!

Our current events for the upcoming 2 weeks as reported to the
Communications Team 2020.07.23
(If there are any errors or omissions, please let the office know.)
All activities are held online and NOT in the building during the pandemic.

3

If you wish to submit an article for the
newsletter, email it to the office at:
wesleyknox@bellnet.ca
Hand written submissions
are also welcome
for folks who do not use email.
SUMMER DEADLINE:
9:00 a.m. on Wednesdays

Region 7 - Antler River Watershed
PRAYER CYCLE

July 26th, 2020
St. Andrew’s Westminster
United Church

If you are assisting with upcoming
worship services, please have your
information submitted to the office by
email by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m.

Prayers for our church families
enduring grief, loss, or loneliness.

DID YOU KNOW?

We continue our database update project: we would appreciate your full birthdays. They will not be distributed for
any reason. The information you disclose is private, but does give us an accurate demographic profile for our
church (and for the United Church of
Canada) on the growth or decline of congregations individually and on a greater
scale. Simply email the office, or write
your information on your offering envelope.
Other information we can include in our
database:
-maiden names
(or previous last names),
-WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES,
-Family photos!

If you have been considering changing your
givings over to the PAR system, but think that
you are creating a cost due to the fee,
be assured the cost is minimal.
Even givings by cash or cheque have a processing
fee at the bank. Here are the fees we pay for
contributions by PAR:

• VISA Service Charge:
2.5% of each contributor’s total/month

• MASTERCARD Service Charge:
2.5% of each contributor’s total/month

• Bank Debit Service Charge:
$0.50 per bank debit contributor/month
Another United Church congregation local to
London has a PAR enrolment of an astounding
80% enrolment in PAR! If a concern about
possible costs to WKUC has been your obstacle,
please be re-assured that it is a very costeffective program for us.

Remember to update the office if you
move, change your phone number, or
change your email address.
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What is Zoom?
Zoom is an online videoconferencing method that allows groups of people to
meet virtually.
How is Wesley-Knox using Zoom?
We are currently using Zoom for committee meetings and other social events,
such as Bible Studies and Lunch & Learns.
How do I join a zoom meeting?
When an event is happening on zoom, you will receive an invitation by email
with a link to join it. Open that link in a web browser, it will prompt you to
open Zoom. If you do not have it installed, you may need to install it on your
computer. That’s it!

ZOOM 101
Join using a
computer OR
a telephone!

If you do not have access to a computer, you can also join a zoom meeting using your telephone! The
zoom invitation will include a phone number that you can call in order to join the conversation. You will not
be able to see the others in the group but you will be able to hear them and participate in the conversations.
Do I need to pay or create an account?
In order to join a zoom group, you do not need an account. If you would like to schedule your own meeting,
you will need to create a free account.
I’m still having trouble with zoom. Who can I contact at Wesley-Knox for help?
Send an email to communications@wesleyknox.com and we will do our best to help you!

How do I find the Sunday
Services easily online?


Go to our website https://
wesleyknox.com/ and be sure to save
it to your “favourite's” bar or
“bookmark” it.



Look at the blue bar on the right side; scroll down on your screen
until you see the You-tube icon (it is near the bottom right of the
screen).



Simply click on the You-tube icon and it will take you to the WesleyKnox You-Tube page. Our worship services are there, listed by date.
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