CONNECT WITH US!

often think Jesus came pre-programmed;
that is, he arrived as a baby all knowing
and having all understanding. I highly
doubt that. As part of his human existence and experience, Jesus, like us, had to grow and learn. Jesus, being a
child of a woman who had some doubt who Jesus’ father
was, Jesus was assured that he would be sitting on the
fringe of Nazareth society and not a central part of it. That
meant that he would be sitting outside of the synagogue
services in Nazareth learning as much as he could by listening and not participating. His non-acceptance in the
village of Nazareth meant he would probably have left his
home and the security of his mother’s and father’s love to
learn his ministry in another place. Some theologians feel
that he headed off to Judea and the mission of John the
Baptist.
In this week’s sermon Jesus is faced with a dilemma: Who
is he sent to heal and bring the message of God? Does he
heal the daughter of a Canaanite woman? The Canaanites
were his people’s enemies. We get the sense that prior
to this story of the Canaanite woman Jesus kept his mission only to the Children of Israel. Certainly, the work
done before this episode by Jesus was only done to benefit the Children of Israel. After this event he seems to have
made a U-turn toward the world and become more inclusive. By the end of his mission he was clearly directed toward people of other cultures and nations besides his
own.
Next page >>>
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Temporarily
Closed
(You may contact the
office administrator to set
up an appointment for
in-person transactions.)

One lesson we can
take with us today
is that Jesus’ ministry is for everyone.
When we ask others if they are like
us, we need to remember that Jesus never asked that question. All of human kind are welcome to
the benefits and love of Jesus’ ministry.
Even the people we do not understand or
the people who are our enemies. The story of the Canaanite woman and her daughter should shout at us over the millennia
and teach is that the benefits of Jesus’
ministry are not part of a narrow view; as
in he’s just for us. Let’s pen on our hearts
to all world of the ‘us and them’ and guarantee to the “thems” of the world that Jesus loved them as well and thereby we are
commanded to love the “thems” as well. I
agree that is a difficult proposition but it
does need our attention.
Rev. Dr. Pirie Mitchell

The Reopening Committee is working diligently to
determine the best scenarios for our congregation,
and we will be seeking your input! An invitation to
participate in a survey will be coming to your inbox
within the next week, via Survey Monkey.
No email? No worries! Folks who receive
paper communications will either get a paper copy
or a phone call.

-Minister’s Musings, continued, Survey Announcement, Calendar

-Pollinator garden, Database project
-Prayer Cycle, United Church of Canada appeal
(Our newsletter is “compact” this week as many people are on vacation! If you have anything you wish to share
(written memory, photos, activities) please submit them via email!
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The Reaching Out committee
would like to thank Bill and
Topher for maintaining the
pollinator garden so diligently.
Your efforts are most
appreciated. We encourage all of
Wesley Knox to take a walk or a
drive to enjoy this peaceful and
pretty garden. Please feel free to
help yourself to the sage (right
front). Power to the pollinators!

We continue our database update project: we would appreciate your input. Information will not be distributed for any reason. The information you disclose is private, but does give us an accurate demographic profile for our church (and for the
United Church of Canada) on the growth or decline of congregations individually and
on a greater scale. Simply email the office, or write your information on your offering envelope. Information we can include in our database:
-maiden names , or previous last name (s),
-birthdays and wedding anniversaries, and family photos!
Remember to update the office if you move, change your phone number,
or change your email address.
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Announcement
from the United
Church of Canada:
Help Mission &
Service partners
respond to the
tragic explosion in
Beirut.

Region 7 - Antler River Watershed

Your donation to the people affected
by the explosion in Lebanon can be
doubled by the Canadian government. Canada has announced that
it will match donations made from
August 4 to 24, 2020 (up to $5 million).

PRAYER CYCLE

August 16th, 2020
Dunlop United Church (Sarnia)
http://www.dunlopuc.ca/

Prayers for our church families
enduring grief, loss, or loneliness.
Prayers for the people of Beirut and
their community in London, Ontario.

Find out more here:
https://www.united-church.ca/lebanon?
mc_cid=72c1800fcb&mc_eid=2a89233cf9

If you wish to submit an article for the
newsletter, email it to the office at:
wesleyknox@bellnet.ca

For fastest processing, we suggest donating
directly through the United Church of Canada by credit card via the website above.

Hand written submissions
are also welcome
for folks who do not use email.
SUMMER DEADLINE:
9:00 a.m. on Wednesdays

To donate by cheque, please mail your gift,
payable to The United Church of Canada,
to:
The United Church of Canada
Philanthropy Unit - Emergency Response
3250 Bloor Street West, Suite 200
Toronto, ON M8X 2Y4

If you are assisting with upcoming worship services, please have your information submitted to the office by email
by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m.

Please be sure to note the name of the
appeal on the face of your cheque.
(Emergency Appeal: Lebanon)
*please mail early to provide processing time
and fund matching within the window of
time mentioned above.*
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