CONNECT WITH US!

the past few Sundays, we have included some of
Paul’s writings from the New Testament in our worship services. Paul was an interesting character in the history of Christianity. He was born of Hebrew parents in Tarsus which was
located in present day Turkey. Jewish people lived all through
the Roman Empire in the first century. Paul seems to have
been the only child. He had gone to Jerusalem in order to
study with the learned teachers at the temple. He was certainly a brilliant scholar of the Jewish faith. This brilliance is reflected on how well he learned about Jesus and was able to clearly
write succulently to his churches in the Mediterranean Basin.
The main highway in Roman times was the Mediterranean Sea.
He travelled by sea often and got into trouble on one occasion
when he was nearly shipwrecked. The Romans also built roads
connecting the empire so they could quickly move their legions
to trouble spots. Paul made use of both the roads as well as
the sea.
All descriptions of Paul indicate he was not a handsome man.
Some suggest he was a “hunchback”, or the more correct medical term he suffered from “kyphosis”. He made his living as a
tanner and he was proud of his profession. He never took any
money from the early Christian churches he founded but depended on his own devices as a tanner to support himself. Besides his physical abnormality Paul might not have been a person you would want to be too near. Tanning hides necessitated using urine. Tanning required standing in urine to clean the
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hides. Perhaps “tent maker” was used to describe Paul’s profession in earlier Christian
times because it sounded better than tanner.

Paul wrote a number of letters to his new
churches. You can usually tell what the
churches were who received his letters by the
name on the letter. He wrote Romans, 1 Corinthians, 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Colossians,
Philippians, Philemon, 1 Thessalonians. Two
are in doubt Ephesians and 2 Thessalonians.
Although there were three other books ascribed to Paul, 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, and Titus, modern scholars don’t believe he wrote
them. The writing style is not Paul, and some
of the content regarding women taking a lesser role in the church is definitely not Paul.

The Reopening Committee
We will be sending out a short survey this week to those on our email
list. Note: if you DO NOT receive the weekly newsletter, you will not
receive the survey. You may email the office to be added to the list.
Or, there is an option on the survey that the survey may be answered
on behalf of the household (ex. Rev. Pirie gets the newsletter by email,
but his spouse does not, but he can answer for everyone in the house.)
Closing date for collection and analysis of results is
Sunday, August 30th. Thank you in advance for your opinion!

What is amazing to this writer is how Paul was
able to capture the essence and concepts of
Jesus’ teaching without having ever meet Jesus and depended on witnesses like Jesus’ disciples to teach him the lessons Jesus taught
his disciples. Paul’s sermons on love are
amazing in a time and place where society did
not recognize agapé (love in the sense of universal acceptance and support that Jesus promoted). Paul also charted a new course for
Christian followers which allowed gentiles to
enter the faith community without having to
be initiated into Judaism first. That depended
on very tricky negotiations with the older
brother of Jesus, James, who headed up the
Christian community in Jerusalem. Paul was
truly a very remarkable man!

-Minister’s Musings, continued, Survey
Announcement, Calendar
Christian Resources

-Prayer Cycle, United Church of Canada
appeal

Rev. Dr. Pirie Mitchell
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CHRISTIAN RESOURCES WILL SOON BE AVAILABLE IN LONDON!
Good afternoon friends!! We wanted to let you know that we are opening a satellite Christian Resource
Centre in London, at the former Fairmont United Church, 29 Tweedsmuir Ave, London ☺
We were thrilled to be invited to set up a Resource Centre room by Rev Dr Jeff Crittenden at the learning site
of the Centre for Practical Theology at the former Fairmont United Church. We will be open on Wednesdays
from 9:30 am – 2 pm (or longer if you wish) beginning on Wednesday, September 16.

We are happy to serve all of your church and personal growth needs.
If you have a shopping list, please email us at this email address and we will gather it and bring it to our new
little slice of heaven in London. If there are things you need regularly, we would be happy to carry it in
London for you - please let us know. We welcome your thoughts and suggestions. Thank you in advance for
this. We are looking forward to serving you and your church communities.
See you in 4 weeks!! ☺
Blessings, Gayle

Gayle Coleman
Director
Christian Resource Centre

The United Church of Canada
29 Ontario Road
PO Box 760
MITCHELL, Ontario N0K
1N0
Phone: 519-348-9261
Email:
hpprc@quadro.net
Website:

www.wowresourcecentre.ca

We continue our database update project: we would appreciate your input. Information will not be distributed for any reason. The information you disclose is private, but does give us an accurate demographic profile for our church (and for the
United Church of Canada) on the growth or decline of congregations individually and
on a greater scale. Simply email the office, or write your information on your offering envelope. Information we can include in our database:
-maiden names , or previous last name (s),
-birthdays and wedding anniversaries, and family photos!
Remember to update the office if you move, change your phone number,
or change your email address.
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Announcement
from the United
Church of Canada:
Help Mission &
Service partners
respond to the
tragic explosion in
Beirut.

Region 7 - Antler River Watershed

Your donation to the people affected
by the explosion in Lebanon can be
doubled by the Canadian government. Canada has announced that
it will match donations made from

PRAYER CYCLE

August 23, 2020
Alvinston Pastoral Chrage
http://hopeunitedalvinston.asuscomm.com/index.html

Prayers for our church families
enduring grief, loss, or loneliness.

August 4 to 24, 2020
(up to $5 million). Find out more here:

Prayers for the people of Beirut and
their community in London, Ontario.

https://www.united-church.ca/lebanon?
mc_cid=72c1800fcb&mc_eid=2a89233cf9

If you wish to submit an article for the
newsletter, email it to the office at:
wesleyknox@bellnet.ca

For fastest processing, we suggest donating
directly through the United Church of Canada by credit card via the website above.

Hand written submissions
are also welcome
for folks who do not use email.
SUMMER DEADLINE:
9:00 a.m. on Wednesdays

To donate by cheque, please mail your gift,
payable to The United Church of Canada,
to:
The United Church of Canada
Philanthropy Unit - Emergency Response
3250 Bloor Street West, Suite 200
Toronto, ON M8X 2Y4
Please be sure to note the name of the
appeal on the face of your cheque.
(Emergency Appeal: Lebanon)

If you are assisting with upcoming
worship services, please have your
information submitted to the office by
email by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m.

*please mail early to provide processing time
and fund matching within the window of
time mentioned above.*
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