
1 

 

CONNECT WITH US! 
 

91 Askin Street 

London, Ontario 

N6C 1E7 
 

519-673-4803 
 

wesleyknox@bellnet.ca  
 

www.wesleyknox.com 
 

 

Facebook 

 

Moving in the Spirit… 

A diverse, welcoming, caring  

 and active faith community. 

A place to learn, grow,  

 build a relationship with God  

 and make a difference  

 in the world. 

As of October 5th 

Monday-Thursday:  

8:30 am to 2:30 pm  

Friday: 8.30 am to 12.30 pm 
 

Remember we are now asking    

everyone to call ahead before           

coming to the building.              

This avoids having too many 

folks in the building and            

overlapping areas in use. 

Sunday we read a parable from Matthew 

21: 33-46, the Parable of the absent 

landowner.  Parables were a way of tell-

ing a truth which was disguised and often shocking to the 

listener.  This shock value has lessened over the centuries 

because what was shocking in the year 30 CE; the shock 

value is lost.  In order to fully understand a parable, you 

need to see it with first century Jewish eyes.  Parables 

don’t make sense when they are literalized or when we try 

and overlay our culture over a first century story; when we 

study the parable this way it makes little to no sense.  For 

example, the story of the Good Samaritan has a Samari-

tan in the middle of Judea walking from Jerusalem to Jeri-

cho.  Samaritans were hated by Judeans and would never 

go to Judea let alone walk without protection in Judea or 

they very well might be killed.  In fact, they rarely came to 

Judea or Galilee.  Jesus’ audience was primarily Judean 

and everyone knew that a Samaritan was evil and they 

would never show kindness to a Judean.  That was the 

‘punch’ of the story. 

 

The parable of the absent landowner reflects the time of 

Jewish history when Jesus lived. At the beginning of the 

first century the Romans were slowly, but effectively, 

through taxation, taking over ownership of farms in the 

Holy Land.  More and more landowners were becoming 

absentee landlords.  In the piece from Matthew 21: 33-46 

tells about one of these absentee owners.  There was 

considerable resentment is Jesus time toward these land-
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  THIS WEEKEND! 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

If you have been considering changing your  
givings over to the PAR system, but think that 

you are creating a cost due to the fee,                      
be assured the cost is minimal.   

 

Even givings by cash or cheque have a processing 
fee at the bank.  Here are the fees we pay for 

contributions by PAR: 
 

• VISA Service Charge:  
  2.5% of each contributor’s total/month 

• MASTERCARD Service Charge:  
  2.5% of each contributor’s total/month 

• Bank Debit Service Charge: 
  $0.50 per bank debit contributor/month 

 

 
AND if you use a point-earning credit card,        

you can earn points on your tithes!!! 
 

Another United Church congregation local to  
London has a PAR enrolment of an astounding 
80% enrolment in PAR!  If a concern about              

possible costs to WKUC has been your obstacle, 
please be re-assured that it is a very cost-

effective program for us. 

Our current events for the upcoming 2 weeks as reported to the Communications Team 

2020.09.30 (If there are any errors or omissions, please let the office know.)  

Limited activities are now allowed; please call the office for details! 

lords. As a result, telling a story about one did 

not elicit much sympathy from his listeners for 

the absentee landowners.  Then to suggest that 

the Pharisees and chief priests were in the same 

group as these killers was too much for them.  It 

was also too much for God to be lumped in as a 

landowner.  It was truly a shocking story. 

 

    Rev. Dr. Pirie Mitchell 

CHOIR PRACTICES FOR ALL AGES START 

IN THE UPCOMING WEEKS VIA ZOOM!!! 
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FAMILY FAITH CORNER  

WITH DAN LEAVER! 

Confirmation Sessions with Dan and Pirie 
Confirmation is a Profession of Faith, an individual           

reaffirming what has been promised on their behalf at their 
baptism of a child.  The sessions are designed to open              

conversation and explore our faith and understanding of God 
and the church. 

Teens, tweens and/or their parents who are interested in Con-
firmation for this year are invited to contact Dan.               We 
will have an information meeting with those interested in No-

vember and sessions will start January 2021.  

 

Wesley Knox Sunday School                                             
will begin October 11 (Thanksgiving).  We will met over 

Zoom at 10am for a 15-20 minute lesson.  Link for Zoom will 
be on the church calendar.  For password please contact Dan 

(dan@wesleyknox.com)  

As we continue to enter into the swing of 

the fall getting back into the groove of 

regular work and school hours, we at  

Wesley-Knox continue to work on how          

we can be a community while being safe 

during this pandemic.   

Jane Walker and I will be providing porch   

visits with families who would like a visit 

from their Wesley-Knox family! 

If you are interested in a visit, please let 

Jane or I know and we find a time to meet 

your family on a porch or front lawn.  

Be safe and have fun doing it.  

mailto:dan@wesleyknox.com
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Sing Fires of Justice in the Age of Covid-19...online! 

Sing Fires of Justice, an annual multifaith festival of song and word 

that promotes social justice, is now in its 15th year. This year, Sing 

Fires of Justice will consist of an online program of discussion, song, 

poetry, and prayer on Sunday, October 4th at 7 pm, focusing on the 

theme of home during these uncertain days of Covid-19. A variety 

of choirs, musicians, and spoken-word artists will be fea-

tured, including Waterloo Region Mass Choir, Carlos Morgan, Rachel 

Lee Cousineau, Sebastian Meadows-Helmer, and Bashar Jabbour. 

A roundtable of Jean Becker, Bashar Jabbour, and Nathan Stretch 

will explore the topic of what makes “home” for people in our Re-

gion. This event will specifically feature Water Street House, a pro-

ject of The Working Centre in Kitchener that is a new support for those facing drug addiction issues. No regis-

tration required. To join, please use the following link: https://zoom.us/j/98720212988. Meeting ID: 987 

2021 2988. Passcode: 092025. 

   

Sing Fires of Justice is a program of the Laurier Centre for Music in the Community and the Kanata Centre for 

Worship and Global Song at Martin Luther University College. For more information, contact Dorinda Kruger 

Allen at dkrugerallen@luther.wlu.ca or 519.884.0710 x.3241 

https://zoom.us/j/98720212988. Meeting ID: 987 2021 2988. Passcode: 092025. 

Fall Congregational Meeting cancelled 
 

On Wednesday September 16 Leadership Council passed a motion to cancel the Fall Congregational Gather-
ing, in compliance with the pandemic restriction of large in-person gatherings. The Fall Gathering was insti-
tuted as part of our 2019 Constitution. It addresses the need for Leadership Council and committees to  com-
municate with the congregation and for the congregation to take part in the formation of the Nominations 
Committee.  Under current circumstances a physical meeting is not permitted and it was felt that an online 
meeting was not appropriate.  Our Annual Meeting was held in February and the church building was closed 
in March. Most activities of committees and church groups have been affected significantly by the pandemic 
restrictions of the past six months, although Wesley-Knox has done it’s best in many ways to continue to 
function for its members and community.  At the September meeting, Leadership Council also decided that 
there would be no Nominations Com-
mittee formed this year, but rather is ask-
ing members of Council, Board of Trustees, 
Committees with their teams to continue 
to serve in their current capacity for 2021.  
Of course the continued commitments will 
be confirmed with the individuals involved.  
 

John McFall 
Chair, Leadership Council 
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COVID won’t stop CHEESE SALES at Wesley-Knox 
 

Same prices. Same supplier. Same great quality. 

Plan for a socially distanced cheese sale fundraiser coming your way! 

ORDER DEADLINE: SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2020 

DELIVERY DAY: WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2020  

(more information about pickup closer to the date) 

 

PLACING AN ORDER 

1. Obtain an order form from the office, the newsletter, on line in an email from Arlene or 
Cathie, or our Website. 

2. Fill out your order, canvas your friends, consider the fact this is an excellent idea for                        
Christmas gifts. Be sure to check out the gift basket ideas! 

 

SUBMITTING YOUR ORDER. - Deadline November 22.  

1. Drop your order sheet through the mail slot at the church or call Arlene to arrange a time 
to bring it in.  OR... 

1. Take a photo of your order and email it to the church office or to Cathie at  

cdbanks@rogers.com. OR… 

3. Call Cathie with your order.  

 

PAYMENT 

1. Drop it off at the church.  Cash or Cheques (made out to Wesley-Knox United Church, 
memo line- cheese.) For your security, please come by during office hours and orders 
dropped through the mail slot will be retrieved by end of day. OR… 

2. Bring your payment with you when picking up Tuesday December 9, 2020. 

 

PICKUP 

More details to come, as we plan for socially distancing pickup on Dec 9 between 2 pm -6 pm.  
NOTE: In the past, we have stored orders that have not been picked up on delivery day.  We 
can’t do that this year.  If you cannot pick it up that day, please arrange for someone else to 
do so. 

mailto:cdbanks@rogers.com
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If you wish to submit an article for the 

newsletter, email it to the office at:  

wesleyknox@bellnet.ca  
 

Hand written submissions  

are also welcome  

for folks who do not use email.   

DEADLINE: 

12:00 p.m. on Wednesdays  
 

If you are assisting with upcoming      

worship services, please have your                

information submitted to the office by 

email by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m.  

 
 

Region 7 - Antler River Watershed 

 

PRAYER CYCLE 

 

September 27, 2020 

Central United Church, Windsor 
 

Saugeen First Nation 

2 churches damaged and 1 destroyed 

by fire (arson) earlier in the week. 
 

Best wishes for  

Lauren Mardlin & Cole Murphy-Hart  

on their wedding this Saturday. 

Officiated by Lauren’s step-father,  

Rev. Dr. Pirie Mitchell. 
 

Prayers for our church families  

enduring grief, loss, or loneliness. 
 

If you or a loved one is dealing with  a 

difficult time, such as illness, hospitaliza-

tion, loneliness, or any of life’s challenges, 

our Pastoral Care team is available for sup-

port.  Please call the Church office and you 

will be contacted by a member of our 

team: Linda Olson, Sandra Fox, Brenda 

Smith, Liz Dunlop,  Paul Stewart ,or Pirie 

Mitchell.  On evenings and weekends, you 

may reach Arlene or Mallory through            

Facebook Messenger (you do not need a 

Facebook account to do this.)   

YOU ARE NOT ALONE. 

Social Media and Your Privacy 

We all love to hear about the meaningful 
ways our congregants enrich lives through 
community involvement; however, please 
talk them prior to sharing any online media 
you may find and ask their permission to 
share to Wesley-Knox United Church social 
media pages.   

 

If given, please send the Communications 
Team a quick message to let us know, and 
then you may share and state “shared with 
permission.” 
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Message from the Re-Opening Committee 
Hello Wesley-Knox Friends: 
 
Your Reopening Committee continues to monitor the news and cautiously works to reopen our 
church. 
 
On Wednesday, September 30th, Leadership Council ap-
proved Stage 3 of the reopening of Wesley-Knox United 
Church.  Stage 3 allows us to resume “In-person Worship” 
as early as Sunday, October 11th, 2020.   
 
In order for members to attend “in-person worship”, they 
must adhere to and abide by all precautions, procedures, 
directives and guidelines of Federal, Provincial, and Munici-
pal governments and Health Units.  In addition, we must al-
so adhere to and abide by the directives of the United 
Church of Canada and Antler River Watershed Region.  
Therefore, all members will be required to sign a waiver ac-
knowledging they have read, understand and acknowledge 
the rules governing their “in-person attendance”.   
 
All members will be required, prior to entering the church 
building, to answer some basic health questions.  Upon en-
tering the church, members will be required to sanitize their hands and properly wear a face cover-
ing/mask at all times while in our building (no exceptions).  If you cannot wear a mask/face cover-
ing, or if you are feeling unwell in any way, please refrain from attending the live service.  
 
We are working diligently to provide our in-person worship on Sunday, October 11; 2020, our 
first since March 15, 2020 of the provincial shut-down.  There will be many changes to how 
we worship, including preparing for your arrival!  You will be required to pre-register for at-
tendance, via the internet.  We will have a phone contact available to book your reservation if 
you do not have internet access.  There will be more information in next week’s newsletter! 
 
Based on the recent increase in reported COVID-19 cases in London and throughout Ontario and 
Canada, we are glad that we are continuing to work with our diligent sense of safety for all. 
 
Although Leadership Council has now approved Stage 3 of our Re-Opening Plan last Wednesday, , 
based on the recent surge (possibly the 2nd wave) of COVID-19 cases, we would still encourage 
holding committee meetings via Zoom and virtual services will continue. 
 
While the Re-Opening committee continues to strive to move ahead in getting us back into our 
church home, we feel that safety and cautiousness is our first priority.   
 
As you can see, the Re-Opening Committee is working very diligently, albeit cautiously, towards 
bringing us back together.  As we move forward, remember that We Are WESLEY KNOX STRONG!! 
 
 
Moving Cautiously Forward, 
 
 
Chris Mortlock, Chair 
Re-Opening Committee 
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