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CONNECT WITH US! 
 

91 Askin Street 

London, Ontario 

N6C 1E7 
 

519-673-4803 
 

wesleyknox@bellnet.ca  
 

www.wesleyknox.com 
 

 

Facebook 

 

Moving in the Spirit… 

A diverse, welcoming, caring  

 and active faith community. 

A place to learn, grow,  

 build a relationship with God  

 and make a difference  

 in the world. 

As of October 5th 

Monday-Thursday:  

8:30 am to 2:30 pm  

Friday: 8.30 am to 12.30 pm 
 

Remember we are now asking    

everyone to call ahead before           

coming to the building.              

This avoids having too many 

folks in the building and            

overlapping areas in use. 

week in Matthew’s gospel, we see first centu-

ry ‘gotcha politics’ being played out.  In the 

first century, Mediterranean culture encour-

aged arguing and vigorous discussion; that was part of daily life.  

There were conventions followed by all who engaged in this activ-

ity.  Honour was earned by a verbal combatant who was able to 

put down his opponent with a closing ‘gotcha statement’ as in Je-

sus’ sentence, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are 

the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s”.  Jesus was 

a master at the art of parry and thrust of first century discourse.  

He was continually being set up by the religious masters of the 

art, and continually sidestepping their traps. 

 

In the Matthew passage for this Sunday (Matthew 22: 15-22) we 

read about the Herodians.  We rarely hear about them.  They are 

mentioned only once in Matthew’s Gospel and twice in Mark’s.   

Who were they?  The first century Holy Land had many sects of 

Judaism.  We have come across the Pharisees, Sadducees, and 

Zealots but rarely the Herodians.  They were a religious group 

who supported the restoration of the monarchy with Herod the 

Great and his offspring.  The Herodians did not like Jesus as they 

saw him as a person in opposition to King Herod.  They were in 

opposition to the Pharisees who wanted the restoration of the 

monarch with a descendent from King David’s family.  But this 

week in Matthew’s gospel we see the Herodians arm and arm 

with the Pharisees who tried to trap Jesus.   

 

...continued on  next page... 
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If you wish to submit an article for the newsletter, email 

it to the office at: wesleyknox@bellnet.ca  
 

Hand written submissions  

are also welcome  

for folks who do not use email.   

DEADLINE: 

12:00 p.m. on Wednesdays  
 

If you are assisting with upcoming worship services, 

please have your information submitted to the office by 

email by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m.  

Page 2 -Minister’s musings, continued 
 -Calendar 
Page 3 -Minute for Mother Earth 
Page 4 -Family Faith corner...new activities! 
Page 5 -Minister Search Committee  
 announcement 
Page 6 -S.A.C.K. 2020 sign-up 
 -Educational series (online) 
Page 7 -Inclusivity events  
 (movie...Fri Oct 16 & book club...Sun Nov 8) 
Page 8 -Prayer Cycle 

And now a word about taxes. Benjamin Franklin said, 

“...in this world nothing can be said to be certain, ex-

cept death and taxes”.  In ancient Israel people paid a 

tax, known by us as a tithe.  In its simplest terms it rep-

resented a tenth of your earnings.  After the building of 

the temple the taxes were collected at that place.  

When Jesus was alive the people still paid their yearly 

tax to the Jewish authorities.  Added to the Jewish tax 

was a new tax imposed on the population by the Ro-

man conquerors.  It was a poll tax where the tax was 

levied on the number of people in a family.  This put 

the peasant population at risk of bankruptcy especially 

when there was a crop failure.  Many farms were taken 

over by foreign and domestic money lenders to pay 

back taxes.  The farmers became sharecroppers.  No 

matter how Jesus answered the question he would be 

caught.   

 

Rev. Dr. Pirie Mitchell 

Our current events for the upcoming 2 weeks as reported to the Communications Team 2020.10.14 

(If there are any errors or omissions, please let the office know.)  Certain activities are ALLOWED to take place in the 

building; contact the Reopening Committee for details 
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MINUTE FOR MOTHER EARTH 
 

Happy Thanksgiving! (note: this may seem late, but it was  
released to people on the “Climate Action London” email list 
on Thanksgiving.) 
 

Tip:  Some people say the best thing you can do to fight climate change is to 

talk about it. What we say about climate change does not need to be filled 
with doom and gloom.  This Thanksgiving, I am thankful for all those who 
have worked hard to raise the alarm, and move us closer to a sustainable 
lifestyle.  The list below is from 2018, but is still relevant today. 
 

Turkey Talk:  Were you one of the many people searching for new ideas for Thanksgiving dinner now that big family 

gatherings aren't happening this year?  Here is a gaggle of  ideas for replacing turkey with meat-less options: 
https://www.cbc.ca/life/food/vegetarian-thanksgiving-recipes-and-tips-for-throwing-a-marvelous-meat-free-feast-
1.4314637 
 

13 Canadian Environmentalists and Innovators who are changing Earth for the Better: 

• The wunderkind water keeper: Autumn Peltier  
• The arctic explorer: John England  
• The rescuer: Mackie Greene  
• The powerhouse activist: Naomi Klein 
• The sustainable style mogul: Manny Kohli 
• The delivery women: Joan Clayton and Ina Andre  
• The tarsands trailblazer: Dr. Susan Kaminskyj 
• The educator: Kirk Johnson 
• The solar power supplier: Melina Laboucan-

Massimo  
• The agricultural innovator: Asha Srinivasan   
• The organizer: Tina Yeonju Oh 
• The legend: David Suzuki  
 
taken from:  https://www.cbc.ca/life/wellness/13-
canadian-environmentalists-and-innovators-changing-
earth-for-the-better-1.4625341 
 

Listen: An interview with a fossil researcher at the 

Smithsonian and what has him concerned about climate 
change: 
https://youtu.be/EqiI_PXQWKE  
 

Plant Trees: Planting mangrove forests is helping re-

duce coastal flooding of the Seychelles and erosion on 
the hills of Nepal: 
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/
story/south-south-cooperation-tackle-climate-change 
 

follow us on: 
facebook: Climate Action London 
twitter: @ClimateLdnOnt 
www.climateactionlondon.ca 
also find us on Instagram 

https://www.cbc.ca/life/food/vegetarian-thanksgiving-recipes-and-tips-for-throwing-a-marvelous-meat-free-feast-1.4314637
https://www.cbc.ca/life/food/vegetarian-thanksgiving-recipes-and-tips-for-throwing-a-marvelous-meat-free-feast-1.4314637
https://www.cbc.ca/life/wellness/13-canadian-environmentalists-and-innovators-changing-earth-for-the-better-1.4625341
https://www.cbc.ca/life/wellness/13-canadian-environmentalists-and-innovators-changing-earth-for-the-better-1.4625341
https://www.cbc.ca/life/wellness/13-canadian-environmentalists-and-innovators-changing-earth-for-the-better-1.4625341
https://youtu.be/EqiI_PXQWKE
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/story/south-south-cooperation-tackle-climate-change
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/story/south-south-cooperation-tackle-climate-change
http://www.climateactionlondon.ca
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FAMILY 

FAITH 

CORNER 

TRICK OR TREATERS 

Looking for youth or households to 

decorate and hand out candy from the 

church on Saturday, October 31st!  

Each door can be set-up with Hallow-

een decorations and candy for trick or 

treaters. 

 

We also are asking for donations of 

candy to hand out.  We encourage that 

the candy be packed in paper bags, for 

easy and safe handing out.  Candy do-

nations can be dropped off at the 

Thurs. Oct. 29 during office hours.   

Family Hide & Seek on November 7 

If you like puzzles/riddles and hide & 

seek this is the game for you.   

All families are invited to play a social-

ly distant, family vs family, game 

of hide and seek throughout Wortley 

Village/Old South on Saturday Novem-

ber 7 (afternoon).  Your family will 

need a vehicle and cell phone (for 

messaging) for this game. All are wel-

come to play.  Please let Dan know by 

November 6 noon if your family will 

play.  
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Social Media and Your Privacy 

We all love to hear about the meaningful 
ways our congregants enrich lives through 
community involvement; however, please 
talk them prior to sharing any online media 
you may find and ask their permission to 
share to Wesley-Knox United Church social 
media pages.   

 

If given, please send the Communications 
Team a quick message to let us know, and 
then you may share and state “shared with 
permission.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minister Search Committee 
 

It is hard to believe that Pirie has been 
with us for over 6 months.  Despite being 
in such strange times we need to recog-
nize that his 18 month term comes to a 
close next October.  While that may 
seem like a long way off, if we would like 
a new minister for Wesley-Knox to start 
in the summer, we need to allow for a 
lead time for the termination of an exist-
ing contract, we need to have a call ap-
proved by May.  Adding to this is the 
number of United churches in London 
which are searching for a minister, and 
the process required for a search.  It is 
time for us to begin the process!  Our 
choice of minister is going to be ever-so          
important for Wesley-Knox for the com-
ing years.  We need a variety of view-
points to help articulate who we are and 
our needs, and to carefully research can-
didates.  Leadership Council is poised to 
strike an ad-hoc Search Committee at 
their regular meeting on October 21.  If 
you would like to join the Search Com-
mittee or you have in mind someone for 
whom it would be a good fit  please    
contact John McFall at 
john.mcfall@rogers.com or 519 660-
0411.  

 

John McFall 

Chair, Leadership Council 

CHEESE  

FUNDRAISER    

forms are available             

anytime, simply 

contact the office.   

If you would like a 

printed copy, simply let Arlene 

know when you want to pick it up, 

and she will leave it taped to the 

parking lot door for contactless 

pick-up.  Forms can also be 

emailed, or printed from the              

October 4th newsletter. 

mailto:john.mcfall@rogers.com
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Zoom Educational discussion series 

 

Begins October 18 @ 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

A CLOSER LOOK AT THE WORLD JESUS LIVED IN 
Please join Rev Pirie Mitchell for an informative series of lectures followed by group discussion that will examine the 
times in which Jesus lived. Where did our concept of God originate ? What is God ?  What was it like living in the first 
century under Roman rule? 
 

Examine events in Jesus’ life from a finer perspective.  Rev Pirie will deliver a short (15 minute) lecture to begin each ses-
sion.  He will then be open to questions, comments and further discussion. 
 

These sessions will be conducted via ZOOM on Sunday evenings beginning at 7 pm.   
They will last 1 hour and run for 10 weeks. 
 

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN JOINING, PLEASE CONTACT DAVID KNOPPERT ( davidknoppert@sympatico.ca ) to be put on 
the ZOOM list.  ***Remember, people without internet use may join by telephone!  Call David Knoppert for details*** 
 

This series will begin on SUNDAY OCTOBER 18 TH AT 7 PM. Everyone is welcome to join. 

In-person worship  

sign-ups are available 

to sign up (anytime) 

through to the end of 

November.   
 

Each week closes by 

Friday at noon to      

allow for compiling 

and printing of            

documents.   
 

We are working         

diligently to meet   

congregants needs 

for in-person and          

virtual spiritual          

fulfillment. 

mailto:davidknoppert@sympatico.ca
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Virtual Movie Night: "A Secret Love" on Friday 
October 16 

Join us for a virtual movie night! We will be watching the documentary “A 
Secret Love” with some discussion afterwards on Zoom.  
 

“Falling in love in 1947, two women — Pat Henschel and pro baseball player 
Terry Donahue — begin a 65-year journey of love and overcoming preju-
dice.” 
 

To join this virtual movie night, you need to have access to a Netflix Ac-
count. (You can create a free 30-day trial online OR ask a family member or 
friend to add you as a user on their account). We will be watching it togeth-
er using Netflix Party which is a free Google Chrome add-on (https://
www.netflixparty.com/).  
 

We will be on Zoom between 6:30 pm-7:00 pm to help you set up and join 
the Netflix Party and the movie will begin at 7 pm. 
 

Movie Trailer: https://youtu.be/ghv3-lpFOcc 

 

Fall Book Club: "The Marrow 
Thieves" on November 8 

 

Join us for a facilitated discussion around the book 

“The Marrow Thieves”. This book was selected by the 

London Public Library as their “One Book One Lon-

don” in 2019 and is available to borrow through the 

library. 

 

Read about the book here: https://www.cbc.ca/

books/the-marrow-thieves-1.4195121 

 

BOOKS ARE AVAILABLE FOR SIGN-OUT  

IN THE CHURCH OFFICE. 

 

Location: This event may be in-person at Wesley-

Knox United Church or online, a final decision will be 

made by the end of October based on the work of 

the reopening committee and Middlesex London 

Health’s current recommendations. 

https://www.netflixparty.com/
https://www.netflixparty.com/
https://youtu.be/ghv3-lpFOcc
https://www.cbc.ca/books/the-marrow-thieves-1.4195121?fbclid=IwAR1nd7eYokl-CRykFp08xnTSwqG0OD0OUNQO2Wddje3Ik2c8XQDA0MWZPJM
https://www.cbc.ca/books/the-marrow-thieves-1.4195121?fbclid=IwAR1nd7eYokl-CRykFp08xnTSwqG0OD0OUNQO2Wddje3Ik2c8XQDA0MWZPJM
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Region 7 - Antler River Watershed 

 

PRAYER CYCLE 

 

October 18, 2020 

 

Norwich United Church 

 

www.norwichunitedchurch.ca 

 

Prayers for our church families  

enduring grief, loss, or loneliness. 

 

 
 

If you or a loved one is dealing with  a 

difficult time, such as illness, hospitaliza-

tion, loneliness, or any of life’s challenges, 

our Pastoral Care team is available for sup-

port.  Please call the Church office and you 

will be contacted by a member of our 

team: Linda Olson, Sandra Fox, Brenda 

Smith, Liz Dunlop,  Paul Stewart ,or Pirie 

Mitchell.  On evenings and weekends, you 

may reach Arlene or Mallory through            

Facebook Messenger (you do not need a 

Facebook account to do this.)   

YOU ARE NOT ALONE. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

If you have been considering changing your  
givings over to the PAR system, but think that 

you are creating a cost due to the fee,                      
be assured the cost is minimal.   

 

Even givings by cash or cheque have a processing 
fee at the bank.  Here are the fees we pay for 

contributions by PAR: 
 

• VISA Service Charge:  
  2.5% of each contributor’s total/month 

• MASTERCARD Service Charge:  
  2.5% of each contributor’s total/month 

• Bank Debit Service Charge: 
  $0.50 per bank debit contributor/month 

 

 
AND if you use a point-earning credit card,        

you can earn points on your tithes!!! 
 

Another United Church congregation local to  
London has a PAR enrolment of an astounding 
80% enrolment in PAR!  If a concern about              

possible costs to WKUC has been your obstacle, 
please be re-assured that it is a very cost-

effective program for us. 

 

MISSING! 

The church owns approximately  

50 copies of “More Voices” Hym-

nal, but we cannot find them!   

If you recall seeing these spiral-

bound books somewhere in the 

church, please let Karen know. 

https://wesleyknox.com/event/zoom-educational-discussion-series/all/

