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CONNECT WITH US! 
 

91 Askin Street 

London, Ontario 

N6C 1E7 
 

519-673-4803 
 

wesleyknox@bellnet.ca  
 

www.wesleyknox.com 
 

 

Facebook 

 

Moving in the Spirit… 

A diverse, welcoming, caring  

 and active faith community. 

A place to learn, grow,  

 build a relationship with God  

 and make a difference  

 in the world. 

As of October 5th 

Monday-Thursday:  

8:30 am to 2:30 pm  

Friday: 8.30 am to 12.30 pm 
 

Remember we are now asking    

everyone to call ahead before           

coming to the building.              

This avoids having too many 

folks in the building and            

overlapping areas in use. 

We 
 come across some words which may give 

us pause to wonder from Matthew’s gospel 

in this Sunday’s service (Matthew 23: 1-39).  

The first word is a phylactery.  A phylactery is small leath-

er box containing Hebrew texts on vellum (a high-quality 

membrane from an animal skin), worn by Jewish men at 

morning prayer.  It is tied to their arm as a reminder to 

keep the law. It is traditionally worn on the left arm and on 

the head by observant Jewish men, especially adherents 

of Orthodox Judaism.  The fringes mentioned in Matthew’s 

scripture talks about the tassels found on the prayer 

shawls of observant Jews.  Apparently, Matthew is refer-

ring to their phylacteries and tassels which are larger and 

more noticeable than usual suggesting they were more 

observant and pious than others.  A phylactery is de-

scribed in the Old Testament (Exodus 13:9-10; Deuteron-

omy 11: 18) but it is not named until the writing of the New 

Testament. 

 

Grabbing the best seat at the banquet table is again a re-

flection of the social convention: honour/shame.  The uni-

versal convention of the first century Mediterranean re-

gion, was that men were awarded a certain amount of 

honour and it was important to keep that honour.  We 

have often seen Jesus being challenged by the honoura-

ble men of the Sanhedrin (the ruling class of the temple).  

It was their intention to take away Jesus’ honour by asking 

‘gotcha ’questions.  For example, in Matthew Jesus is 

asked should we bow to Caesar or God.  This is where 

Jesus answered with a coin, “Render unto Caesar what is 

Caesar’s and to God what belongs to God”.  Men repeat-
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edly kept trying to improve their honour by sitting 

in the better seats at the table.  Honour was to 

be kept and increased and always at the ex-

pense of someone else’s honour.  

 

What is a rabbi?  A rabbi is a Jewish scholar or 
teacher, especially one who studies or teaches 
Jewish law.  Today a rabbi can be a person who 
is appointed as a Jewish religious leader.  Tradi-
tionally rabbis have been men.  Most women 
rabbis today have been ordained from Con-
servative, Reform and Reconstructionist semi-
naries.  Jesus was called a Rabbouni (John 20: 
16) which is a highly respected teacher.  Today 

rabbis usually fill in as teaching and worship 
leaders in synagogues.  After the destruction of 
the Second Temple in 70 CE, Pharisaic beliefs 
became the foundational, liturgical and ritualistic 

basis for Rabbinic Ju-
daism.  The priests 
and Levites disap-
peared along with the 
Essen, Zealots and 
Herodians after the 
year 70 CE.  So did 
the temple. 
 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Pirie Mitchell 

Our current events for the upcoming 2 weeks as reported to the Communications Team 2020.10.21 

(If there are any errors or omissions, please let the office know.)  Certain activities are ALLOWED to take place in the 

building; contact the Reopening Committee for details 

 

REMEMBER THIS                 

SATURDAY,         

OCTOBER 31ST,  

WE “FALL BACK” 

IN OUR                  

SEASONAL TIME 

CHANGE...DON’T 

BE LATE FOR 

CHURCH! 
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MOMENT FOR 
MOTHER EARTH 

 

Tip:  Holidays such as Hal-
loween and Christmas often 
invite us to indulge a little 
more.  Too often in the rush of 
getting things done we can lose 
sight of the importance of our 
consumer choices.  Consider 
checking if the products you purchase contain palm 
oil.  Palm oil plantations are replacing rainforests at an 
alarming rate.  Deforestation is second to the burning of fos-
sil fuels in its impact on climate change. Fossil fuels were a 
cheap form of energy until we realized the long term costs of 

a warming planet.  Palm oil is a cheap form of vegetable oil used in most processed food and personal care 
products. Look for certifications like the RSPO and Rainforest Alliance for peace of mind.  Most packaged 
products are labeled with their companies' contact information.  Call or write the company and urge them to 
source sustainable ingredients.   

Learn: RSPO labels certify products are made with certified sustainable palm oil.   Learn more about 
Palm Oil here: https://www.worldwildlife.org/pages/which-everyday-products-contain-palm-oil  

 

What does the Rainforest Alliance seal mean? 

Planetary health is an ongoing dance of interdependence. Our approach to sustainabil-
ity recognizes that the essential elements of this dance are inseparable: ecosystem 
health, human rights, and improved rural livelihoods. Likewise, our green frog seal indi-
cates that a farm, forest, or tourism enterprise has been audited against rigorous certifi-
cation standards that require meaningful steps toward long-term environmental, social, 
and economic sustainability. https://www.rainforest-alliance.org/business/
certification/ 

 

Green Coloured Glasses: What is the number one issue that you are 
concerned about today?  Poverty? Homelessness? the Economy?  Where does 
environmentalism fit on your "list"?  The City of London is developing a "climate 
lens".  This acknowledges that the health of the environment impacts ALL of the 
other issues.  You cannot put the environment as one item on a priority list be-
cause impacts everything else on the list.  There is not ONE thing that needs to 

be done, but a re-think of how we do everything. Have you started putting a climate lens on everything you do?  When 
you consider purchasing a new car, is fuel efficiency a consideration? When you consider which options you can justify 
you "need" does a hybrid engine make that list? If you haven't yet, please consider responding to the City of London's 
survey on environmental priorities. Deadline is Dec 18:   https://getinvolved.london.ca/climate?tool=survey_tool#tool_tab 

 

Thank you! - Enbridge has withdrawn its application to build a new pipeline through sensitive natural areas in 
Hamilton. Thanks to those who took time to support this campaign. Read more here: https://
www.cleanairalliance.org/celebrating-the-coal-phase-out/ 

Know someone who might enjoy this weekly post? Share this email with them and encourage them to email us to join 
the list at ClimateActionLondon@gmail.com 

--  

follow us on: 

facebook: Climate Action London  twitter: @ClimateLdnOnt 

www.climateactionlondon.ca  now on Instagram 

https://www.worldwildlife.org/pages/which-everyday-products-contain-palm-oil
https://www.rainforest-alliance.org/business/certification/
https://www.rainforest-alliance.org/business/certification/
https://getinvolved.london.ca/climate?tool=survey_tool#tool_tab
https://www.cleanairalliance.org/celebrating-the-coal-phase-out/
https://www.cleanairalliance.org/celebrating-the-coal-phase-out/
mailto:ClimateActionLondon@gmail.com
http://www.climateactionlondon.ca
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2021 Church calendars are available for          

pre-order from the church office!  Final cost 

is not yet known, but will likely be less than 

$10 per copy.  They should be available in 

November.  Also a great resource for any 

committee to plan events or worship ser-

vices; the themes are already provided for 

you with all of the major holidays indicated.  

 

It's Gift Subscription season! 

Broadview makes a meaningful and 
conversation-creating gift for              

everyone on your Christmas list: 
daughters and sons, aunts and       
uncles, friends and caregivers.           

A subscription to Broadview is the 
gift that keeps giving and inspiring all 

year long! 
 

Interested in giving this subscription 
as a gift, or would you like it for       

yourself?  Simply contact Arlene in 
the WKUC office. 

 

Read more here: 

https://broadview.org/ 

https://broadview.org/
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No Sudan Concert      
this year! 

If times were “normal” 
our friends at CASS 
(Canadian Aid for 
Southern Sudan) would 
be hosting a soulful 
fundraising concert in 
our sanctuary this             
Sunday.  The concert is 
not possible in 2020, 

but you can still donate!  Visit their 
website at http://
www.casscanada.ca/how-to-help/
donate/  or mail your donation to: 

Canadian Aid for South Sudan 
35 Bruce St. 

London, Ontario N6C 1G5 

CHEESE PLEASE! 
Yes, cheese sales will be happening again at 

Wesley-Knox this year.  
Same quality, same pricing as in years past. 
You can pick up an order form at the church 

office, or check on the Wesley-Knox web-
site.  Fill out your order, and drop it off at 

the church, phone Cathie and she will pro-
cess your order, or email your order to 

cdbanks@rogers.com  You can either in-
clude your payment with your order, or pay 

when you pick up your order.  
 

Deadline for orders Nov. 22 
Pickup day Dec 8.  Circle that day on your 
calendar so you remember to come to the 

church to pick up your order.  

 
 
 

MITTEN CANE 
Many church members have been knitting 

during these Covid days. Thank you for 
thinking of others while keeping yourself 
busy during isolation. It is our intention to 

distribute the warm items to alternate sites 
for distribution to the needy, since Out of 
the Cold and Community Breakfast pro-

grams are not running. The cold weather will 
not take a rest because of Covid and these 
items will still be needed. Toques, scarves, 
mittens/ gloves and socks are requested. 

They can be dropped off at the church- the 
cane will be at the side door entrance. 

Thanking you for thinking of others. 

Virtual Food 
Drive! 

Instead of our 
usual Fall food 
drive, the 
Reaching Out 
Committee and 
Inclusivity are asking you to consider 
making a financial donation to the 
London Food Bank.  The need is 
great!  Donate online by visiting 
https://www.londonfoodbank.ca/
how-to-help/donate-funds/ or make 
out a cheque to “London Food Bank” 
and mail it to: 

London Food Bank 
926 Leathorne Street 
London, ON N5Z 3M5 

http://www.casscanada.ca/how-to-help/donate/
http://www.casscanada.ca/how-to-help/donate/
http://www.casscanada.ca/how-to-help/donate/
mailto:cdbanks@rogers.com
https://www.londonfoodbank.ca/how-to-help/donate-funds/
https://www.londonfoodbank.ca/how-to-help/donate-funds/
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We have added a new link to our website for easy navigation to 

booking in-person worship!  Any service through to the end of 

November is available by clicking in the link on the right-hand 

side-bar of the main page.  You can sign up for services ahead 

of time, but they still close each week on Saturdays by 7 pm. 
 

We respect everyone’s decisions to stay home or visit                    

in-person and we are working diligently to meet our congre-

gants different needs for in-person or virtual spiritual fulfillment.   
 

 

As we learn from experience with our new 

technologies, we have some tips and tricks 

to share with you when you are  

booking your worship seating. 

 

1) If more than one person is attending, it is 

easier for the check-in usher to view all of 

your names in the “First Name” box.   

 See the example to the right.  If you can 

 do this instead, then skip the optional 

 question to tell us who else is coming. 

 (ex. Type “Jane, John, Sally & Sam”  

 in the first name box, and type “Doe” in the last name box. 

 

2) Seating Quantity (see example) indicates 

the number of PEWS you require, not the 

number of people in your group.  If you are 

choosing seating for 2, and there are only 2 

of you are attending, you do not need to 

change the quantity of this box (the adminis-

trators of  have no way of deleting it from the 

page you see!) 
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Book Club: "The Marrow Thieves" on  

Sunday November 8 at 3pm 

 

Join us IN PERSON for a discussion about the 
book "The Marrow Thieves". This book was 

selected by the London Public Library as their 

“One Book One London” in 2019 and is available 

to borrow through the library OR from the office 

at Wesley-Knox during office hours. 

 

Read about the book here: https://www.cbc.ca/

books/the-marrow-thieves-1.4195121 

Because this is an in-person event: 

Registration is required and we are limited to 10 

people. You can register through the calendar 

at https://wesleyknox.com/event/book-club/ 

• Masks are required. 

If you have not yet signed a COVID waiver, there 

will be waivers that you can sign when you ar-

rive. 

Zoom Educational discussion series 

A CLOSER LOOK AT THE WORLD JESUS LIVED IN 
Please join Rev Pirie Mitchell for an informative series of lectures followed by group discussion that will exam-
ine the times in which Jesus lived. Where did our concept of God originate ? What is God ?  What was it like 
living in the first century under Roman rule? 
 

Examine events in Jesus’ life from a finer perspective.  Rev Pirie will deliver a short (15 minute) lecture to 
begin each session.  He will then be open to questions, comments and further discussion. 
 

These sessions will be conducted via ZOOM on Sunday evenings beginning at 7 pm.   
They will last 1 hour and run for 10 weeks. 
 

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN JOINING, PLEASE CONTACT DAVID KNOPPERT ( davidknoppert@sympatico.ca ) to 
be put on the ZOOM list.  ***Remember, people without internet use may join by telephone!  Call David 
Knoppert for details*** 
 

This series will begin on SUNDAY OCTOBER 18 TH AT 7 PM. Everyone is welcome to join. 

https://www.cbc.ca/books/the-marrow-thieves-1.4195121?fbclid=IwAR1nd7eYokl-CRykFp08xnTSwqG0OD0OUNQO2Wddje3Ik2c8XQDA0MWZPJM
https://www.cbc.ca/books/the-marrow-thieves-1.4195121?fbclid=IwAR1nd7eYokl-CRykFp08xnTSwqG0OD0OUNQO2Wddje3Ik2c8XQDA0MWZPJM
https://wesleyknox.com/event/book-club/
mailto:davidknoppert@sympatico.ca


8 

 

 
 

Region 7 - Antler River Watershed 
 

PRAYER CYCLE 
 

November 1, 2020 

Trinity United Church (Wallaceburg) 

www.trinityunitedwallaceburg.com 
 

Prayers for our church families  

enduring grief, loss, or loneliness. 
 

 

We give thanks for the many years of                    

Life and Witness of  
 

IRLA DORCAS STEWART (TELFER) 
 

June 16, 1927 - October 22
nd

, 2020 
 

who entered the presence of her Lord on 
 

https://affordablefuneraloptions.ca/tribute/

details/396/Irla-Stewart/obituary.html 
 

 

 

 

We give thanks for the many years of                    

Life and Witness of  
 

RUTH ISOBEL RUSHTON (BLACK) 
 

who entered the presence of her Lord on 
 

April 11, 1924 - October 27
th

, 2020 
 

https://www.amgfh.com/condolences/

obituary.aspx?id=174499 

 

We are  part of the United Church of Canada 

 

www.united-church.ca/community-faith/

welcome-united-church-canada  

 

Our Region falls within the  

Antler-River Watershed, Region #7 

 

https://arwrcucc.ca/ 

 

Region 7 prayer Cycle and other                       

prayer resources: 

https://www.prayercycles.ca/

antlerriverwatershed 

 

Access daily devotionals here, provided by 

“The Upper Room” 

 

https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals 

https://affordablefuneraloptions.ca/tribute/details/396/Irla-Stewart/obituary.html
https://affordablefuneraloptions.ca/tribute/details/396/Irla-Stewart/obituary.html
https://www.amgfh.com/condolences/obituary.aspx?id=174499
https://www.amgfh.com/condolences/obituary.aspx?id=174499
https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada
https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada
https://arwrcucc.ca/
https://www.prayercycles.ca/antlerriverwatershed
https://www.prayercycles.ca/antlerriverwatershed
https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals

