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CONNECT WITH US! 
 

91 Askin Street 

London, Ontario 

N6C 1E7 
 

519-673-4803 
 

wesleyknox@bellnet.ca  
 

www.wesleyknox.com 
 

 

Facebook 

 

Moving in the Spirit… 

A diverse, welcoming, caring  

 and active faith community. 

A place to learn, grow,  

 build a relationship with God  

 and make a difference  

 in the world. 

As of October 5th 

Monday-Thursday:  

8:30 am to 2:30 pm  

Friday: 8.30 am to 12.30 pm 
 

Remember we are now asking    

everyone to call ahead before           

coming to the building.              

This avoids having too many 

folks in the building and            

overlapping areas in use. 

week we have an apocalyptic read-
ing from Mark (13: 24-37).  It’s 
again a scripture difficult to under-

stand in this time and age.  In our world today, 
where we understand the meaning of past, pre-
sent, and future, the understandings of these con-
cepts were difficult to comprehend in Jesus’ time.  
The future for us is a present concept.  We live 
today for tomorrow.  We have pension plans, 
RRSPs.  We plan for the future.  We live in a time 
where we can have an effect on tomorrow.  In an-
cient times future events were difficult to compre-
hend.  Perceived problems of tomorrow were of-
ten put off.  Remember Jesus told us not to worry 
about tomorrow because tomorrow would take 
care of itself.  Mark has Jesus telling his disciples 
that tomorrow will be here soon, “this generation 
will not pass away until these things are done”.  
One thing that the ancients knew was that one 
day they would die and that date could be at any 
time.  This is when the world began to believe he 
was about to return.   
 
We are now entering the Christmas season.  Sev-
enteen hundred years ago early Christians decid-
ed to settle the day of Jesus’ birth as December 
25.  Up until that point the only thing we knew 
about the events of his birth was that he was 
born.  Luke has the holy family living in Nazareth 
and going to Bethlehem at the time of his birth.  
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Page 2 -Minister’s musings, continued 

 -Joke of the week (fits with sermon) 
 

Page 3 -Calendar, Cheese sales, Mittens 
 

Page 4 -Inclusivity Committee 
 

Page 5 -Christmas store for Children 

 -UCW fundraiser, UCW givings 
 

Page 6 -Update from the treasurer 

 -Upcoming worship notes 

 -Saves the dates! Family Connection 

 events 
 

Page 7 -Prayer Cycle & Church Resources 

Luke has him born in a stable.  On the other hand, Matthew has the family living in a 
house in Bethlehem and moving to Nazareth after their return from Egypt.  Twenty-
one centuries later Christians have morphed those two stories into one.  Because they 
are so contradictory from one to another, all theologians of mainline seminaries have 
dismissed the stories as creative writing with a spiritual purpose; Matthew and Luke 
wrote these accounts for a reason.  Our job is to look into the story and ask what’s the 
reason?  If people ask me today (and few do) where Jesus was born, I simply say the 
little town of Nazareth.  And one more fact you might want t know: there is another 
Bethlehem near Nazareth.   
 
Why would the stories of Jesus’ birth in Matthew’s and Luke’s gospels be made up?  
Good question!  It could very well have been a cover up.  In the first century protecting 
a woman’s honour was critical.  Protecting her sexual purity was important.  But 
somehow, she became pregnant.  By standards of today she was young, perhaps 14.  
By whom did she become pregnant, we do not know.  We forget in our 20th century 
mindset that people in the first centuries had the same drives and fears we have to-
day.  Perhaps Mary had an unwanted suiter.  Perhaps she loved and lost.  Who 
knows?  In the end the writers of Luke and Matthew were faced with a dilemma: how 
can we fix this and remove the stigma?  Mark, the first gospel, never heard of the 
Bethlehem story.  John was fixated on tying the stories of Jesus back into the history 
of the Jewish people.  Matthew and Luke decided to rewrite the history of the day by 
moving the birth to Bethlehem.  In the end it does not matter.  He was born.  That’s 
what mattered!          ~ Rev. Pirie 

A woman takes her 16-year-old daughter 

to the doctor. The doctor says, "Okay, 

Mrs. Jones, what's the problem?" 
 

The mother says, "It's my daughter, Deb-

bie. She keeps getting these cravings, 

she's putting on weight, and is sick most 

mornings." 
 

The doctor gives Debbie a good examination, then turns to the 

mother and says, "Well, I don't know how to tell you this, but 

your Debbie is pregnant - about 4 months, would be my guess." 
 

The mother says, "Pregnant?! She can't be, she has never ever 

been left alone with a man! Have you, Debbie?" 
 

Debbie says, "No mother! I've never even kissed a man!" 
 

The doctor walked over to the window and just stares out it. 

About five minutes pass and finally the mother says, 
 

Is there something wrong out there doctor?" 
 

The doctor replies, "No, not really, it's just that the last time any-

thing like this happened, a star appeared in the east and three 

wise men came over the hill. I'll be darned if I'm going to miss it 

this time!"  
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If you wish to submit an article for the newsletter, email it to the office at: wesleyknox@bellnet.ca  
 

Hand written submissions are also welcome for folks who do not use email.   

DEADLINE: 12:00 p.m. on W e d n e s d a y s  
 

If you are assisting with upcoming worship services, please have your information submitted to the office by 

email by T U E S D A Y at 9:00 a.m. 

Our current events for the upcoming 2 weeks as reported to the Communications Team 

2020.11.25 

 
 

MITTEN CANE 
People have been knitting during Covid! Wow! Lovely donations of warm mitts, toques, scarves and socks still being 
accepted for the cane. All donations very much appreciated. 
 
 

BIG CHEESE NEWS 
Thank you Wesley-Knox for making our 2020 cheese campaign the BIGGEST to date!  That’s right- we surpassed last 
years total, which was the best year as well.  Watch for our financial total in the next week or so, after all the monies 
have been collected.  
 
Remember TUESDAY DEC 8 is pickup date. Come to the parking lot door 2:30 pm - 6:00 pm to pick up your order.   
Otherwise you are going to have to make alternate arrangements during office hours.  

COMMUNION 
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Inclusivity Committee 
 
Book Club Selection for January! 
We will be reading "White Fragility: Why It's So Hard for White People to Talk 
About Racism" by Robin DiAngelo. 
 
This book makes a great Christmas present and can be purchased from the 
UCRD bookstore at https://ucrdstore.ca/products/white-fragility-why-its-so-
hard-for-white-people-to-talk-about-racism 
 
We will be meeting to discuss this book on Sunday January 31 at 3pm. (We 
have not yet decided if this will be an in person or virtual meeting) 
 
 

Goodwill to ALL 
A Conversation on Anti-Racism in the Church (Online, Hosted by Affirming Connections).  A Public, Intention-
al, Explicit Conversation on Anti-Racism in the Church.  2020 has been a year of redefining relationships. From 
BLM action to MMIWG2S justice, our social and cultural concerns were at the forefront of community-
building as we redefined what it meant to be in relationship together. Join us as we examine the path for-
ward in light of the United Church of Canada's declaration to become an Anti-Racist Denomination. Listen to 
our experts and church leaders as we begin to understand what the journey ahead will look like across the 
country. 
 

Hosted by Tony Snow, Indigenous Lead, Chinook Winds Region and co-presented by Affirming Connections. 
Special Guest Speakers: 
Dec 3, 7:30pm MST (9:30PM EST): Adele Halliday - Anti-Racism and Equity Officer 
Dec 10, 7:30pm MST (9:30PM EST): Rev. Dr. Paul Walfall - First United Church 
Dec 17, 7:30pm MST (9:30PM EST):  
Rev. Murray Pruden - Executive Minister, Indigenous Ministries and Justice 
Spirit River Striped Wolf - Student Association Mount Royal University President 
Dec 20, 2pm MST (4PM EST), Rev. Dr. Bernice Saulteaux - National Elders Council, UCC 
 

For more information: https://affirmingconnections.com/what-were-up-to 

https://ucrdstore.ca/products/white-fragility-why-its-so-hard-for-white-people-to-talk-about-racism
https://ucrdstore.ca/products/white-fragility-why-its-so-hard-for-white-people-to-talk-about-racism
https://affirmingconnections.com/what-were-up-to
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A Christmas Store for Children 
Two of the poorest areas in London, 
Limberlost and Southdale Rd East, 

come under the auspices of                      
The London Community Chaplaincy.  

Each year a "Christmas Store for Chil-
dren" is held in each of the 2 commu-
nities.  The idea here is that the chil-
dren will shop for a Christmas gift for 
their parents or caregiver.  All of the 

items are priced at 25 cents to enable 
each child to purchase an item.  These 
items are new items that you will have             
received in the past, but never opened 
or used.  Examples are candles, soap, 
jewelry, ties, books, clothing.  If you 

have anything of this nature and would 
like to donate it, please contact            

David Knoppert                                   

davidknoppert@sympatico.ca                                   
519-668-4063 

and David would be happy to pick the 
item(s) up at your home.   

The date of the Christmas Store for 
Children is December 21st.  We would 

like to have collected all items by            

December 14th. Thank you. 

UCW FUNDRAISER!  

Merry Wester has JAM for sale @ $4/jar. 

Mixed berry 10 quantity 

Strawberry 17 quantity 

Strawberry Rhubarb 21 quantity 

Call 519-685-5562… 

(but do not call on Saturdays!) 

 

May McAllister  has a few 

jars of MUSTARD for sale and 

will take orders for more.  

Also $4/jar. 

Call 519-438-1446 

To Wesley-Knox UCW: 
 

This is just a friendly reminder 
that all the charities to which 
we (UCW) usually give are still 
in need of funding - maybe 
more so this year!  
 

If you have made your donations already - Thank 
you!  If not, it’s never too late!  You can give, or 
mail, a cheque payable to “Wesley-Knox UCW” to 
your Unit Treasurer.  UCW donations need to be 
processed before the end of the year in order to be 
included in your tax receipt.  So, please ensure that 
your cheque reaches your Unit Treasurer before  
  December 22nd.   
(Unit 1’s treasurer is Julie Smith and Unit 4’s is Jean 
Provost - their addresses are in the Directory)  
 

Here are just some of the charities which we sup-
port, as well as helping our beloved Wesley-Knox 
church:  
 

Youth Opportunities Unlimited ~ Mission Services 
of London ~ Anova ~ Ark Aid Mission ~ My Sister's 
Place ~ London Food Bank ~ Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank ~ East London Outreach Cluster ~ Camp Kee-
Mo-Kee ~ Native Project Healing Fund ~ London 
Community Chaplaincy ~ Sleeping Children Around 
the World ~ Medical Electives. 

mailto:davidknoppert@sympatico.ca
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UPCOMING WORSHIP NOTES: 

SUN NOV 29 ADVENT 1 HOPE 

 (Human Rights Sunday & Communion) 

SUN DEC 06 ADVENT 2 PEACE 

SUN DEC 13 ADVENT 3 LOVE* 

 (Sunday School Pageant - prerecorded) 

SUN DEC 20 ADVENT 4 JOY* 

 Glen Pearson assisting with worship 

SUN DEC 27 1ST AFTER CHRISTMAS 

* week 3 and week 4 have been reversed this year. 

FAMILY CONNECTIONS 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

December 5 

Christmas Name that Tune over 

Zoom. 

January 16 

Family Feud over Zoom 

February 6 

TBD 

March 6 

TBD 

Update from the Treasurer 
 
This is an update on our financial operations for the first 10 months of 2020.  

 

As you would expect, Wesley Knox has been negatively affected financially by Covid-19.  We 

have responded by reducing our expenses as much as possible to limit the effect.  Our commit-

tees’ expenditures are within budget and are less than the amounts spent last year; however, 

various expenses such as insurance and regional assessment are beyond our control.  Our  

largest expenditure is always the Ministry and Personnel committee, but we have reduced those 

costs, too, compared to last year without reducing staff and salaries approved in our 2020             

operating budget. 

 

Our biggest financial concern is operating revenue.  We are grateful as always for the financial 

support from the congregation and we realize that finances are challenging for everyone.  The 

challenge for Wesley Knox is that our revenue has decreased by 20% this year, a decrease of 

$37,219 compared to last year. 

 
The decrease in revenue has created an unplanned operating loss of $20,491.  Historically,           

donations from the congregation are the greatest in November and December and are essential 
to the operations of Wesley Knox.  Please consider Wesley Knox when planning your charitable 
givings for 2020. 
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Region 7 - Antler River Watershed 
 

 

PRAYER CYCLE 
 

November 29, 2020 
 

 

Hillman United Church 

(near Leamington) 
 

 

Prayers for our church families  

enduring grief, loss, or loneliness. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you or a loved one is dealing with  a 

difficult time, such as illness, hospitaliza-

tion, loneliness, or any of life’s challenges, 

our Pastoral Care team is available for sup-

port.  Please call the Church office and you 

will be contacted by a member of our 

team: Linda Olson, Sandra Fox, Brenda 

Smith, Liz Dunlop,  Paul Stewart ,or Pirie 

Mitchell.  On evenings and weekends, you 

may reach Arlene or Mallory through            

Facebook Messenger (you do not need a 

Facebook account to do this.)   

YOU ARE NOT ALONE. 

We are  part of the United Church of Canada 
 

www.united-church.ca/community-faith/

welcome-united-church-canada  
 

 

Our Region falls within the  

Antler-River Watershed, Region #7 
 

https://arwrcucc.ca/ 
 

 

Region 7 prayer Cycle and other                       

prayer resources: 
 

https://www.prayercycles.ca/

antlerriverwatershed 
 

 

Access daily devotionals here, provided by 

“The Upper Room” 
 

https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals 
 

 

Liturgical Calendar Resources  

for worship planning: 

https://www.united-church.ca/worship-

liturgical-season 

https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada
https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada
https://arwrcucc.ca/
https://www.prayercycles.ca/antlerriverwatershed
https://www.prayercycles.ca/antlerriverwatershed
https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season

