
Reaching Out Committee meeting minutes 
 
November 9, 2020 
 
Participants: Mallory  Brennan, Tony Haworth, Brian Dalton, Diane Knoppert, Jen Cline, 
Jane Roy, Margo Bettger-Hahn 
 
Margo opened the meeting with a prayer. 
 
1. Electronic Recycling monies and funds donated back from Dr. McBean’s talk 
discussion.  We have $473.85 in total. There was support for a water bottle refilling 
station.  Tony got online right after the meeting and found information of minimum cost 
of $2000.  He then contacted Sheila Leclair of the Resources and Renewal 
committee.  That group had been considering this however plumbing upgrades would 
be required, hence more $$ and the cost is quite prohibitive at this time.  Another option 
previously considered is the general Church funds, which would go to the deficit.  
ACTION:  Final decision on this at our next meeting. 
 
2.  M and S newsletter submission - I had put one in for last week.  This week we will 
have a spoken one from the pulpit during our Mission Sunday service. 
ACTION:  Discuss how we want this managed ongoing at our December meeting. 
 
3. Canadian Food Grains Bank initiative.  World Food Day was October 16/20 so 
missed linking with that.  Diane has heard Henry Reinders speak twice.  She will pursue 
his interest in speaking at some point in the future.  He is from Meaford. 
ACTION:  Continue to consider this. 
 
4.  Mission Sunday November 22 
Peter Rozeluk is speaking.  Jane is writing the service (thanks for taking on this big 
chunk of work!). I volunteered to be Worship Leader, Dan Leavers lights the Christ 
candle and Jane has approached him to do Children’s time, Tony is doing the Minute for 
Mission and Brian is reading the scripture.  Karen Schuessler is choosing the 
hymns.  The speaker’s honorarium is $250.00. Bob will write the cheque and I will write 
a thank you card from our committee. 
 
5.  Donations to My Sisters’ Place.  I shared that they are looking for women’s and 
men’s gently used winter coats etc.  Jen came up with brilliant idea that we donate the 
coats left over from our Chic Boutique as the Christmas bazaar will not be held this 
year.  I put a notice in the bulletin about this need and also reminded people to donate 
to the Mission Store. 
ACTION:  Jen, her daughter Keely and I bundled up +++ coats and they dropped them 
off.Thanks! 
 
6.  Future considerations for Reaching Out.  The topic of the issue of homelessness in 
London was raised.  Discussed some options to consider - to speak to our committee at 
a meeting, a Lunch and Learn, from the pulpit? 2 names as possible speakers - Craig 



Cooper, manager of Homeless prevention for the city of London, or Abe Oudshoorn RN, 
PhD, assistant professor at Western’s School of Nursing with cross appointments to 
Lawson Health Research Institute and the department of Psychiatry. Research and 
writing on homelessness. 
Survey monkey can be used to glean congregation interest at some point. 
ACTION:  Consider further at our next meeting.  
 
7.  Hospitality update - Brian reminded us that there are no meals being provided at this 
time.  He offered to check out what Rowntree United Churches doing.  I’ll forward his 
email with pictures.  He also will be speaking with the coordinator of their meal initiative 
when she calls him.  I believe that he is also sharing what he learns with Ron Olson and 
Neil Eady. Thanks Brian. 
ACTION:  Discuss further information at our next meeting. 
 
Next meeting will be Monday, December 14 at 7 p.m. 


