CONNECT WITH US!

Sunday is always a
highlight of the year.
We take pride in
watching our little
ones show off their acting skills as biblical characters in the Christmas birth story, or some variation
of that. There is a buzz in the air as we well up
with pride and recognize how much the young
people of the congregation have grown year after
year. I have always left pageant Sunday with a
buzzing energy, being reminded how great it is to
be part of the church. To be part of a church that
not only welcomes young people but invites them
to share in the leadership and message of the
church. Theologian Leonard Sweet has written
extensively of how we can make worship EPIC:
Experiential,
Participatory,
Image-Rich, and
Connective.
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Sweet shares that in EPIC worship we are experiencing God in a concrete way. We are taking on
an active role in the worship service — getting a
chance to share the microphone. Sweet also
shares the importance of going beyond words and
text in worship, that to be EPIC there are to be
imagines and sensory experiences. While connective worship creates a relationship between
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As of October 5th
Monday-Thursday:
8:30 am to 2:30 pm
Friday: 8.30 am to 12.30 pm
Remember we are now asking
everyone to call ahead before
coming to the building.
This avoids having too many
folks in the building and
overlapping areas in use.

participants, rather than a one-way street from worship leader to worshiper. Pageant
Sunday is an EPIC Sunday. We get to experience the love of God through our young
members of the congregation, we allow the children and youth to lead us in worship,
by handing the microphone over to them. There are plenty of images and senses as
we experience them acting out the story and share with us a lesson. We feel connected to each other, through the joys of watching the kids preform and lead us in worship.
This Sunday you are invited to experience the EPIC buzz of the Children’s Christmas
Pageant. Although it will be different than usual, which is par for the course for 2020,
it will still be a great experience with the children and youth taking the microphone and
sharing the message with us. The pageant is titled “The Gifts of the Animals” which is
set up as a talk show, where the host interviews the animals who were in the stable
when Jesus was born. The host invites
the animals to share with us why what
they did to welcome baby Jesus was the
most important. Who is the most important in welcoming Jesus: the cat, the
sheep, the cows, the donkey, or the
dove? Come in person, tune in over the
radio, or watch it on YouTube to find out.
Blessings, Dan Leaver
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You can now listen to worship over the radio!
If you cannot make in-person worship you are now able to
tune in live on 87.9 FM on Sunday mornings. As WKUC
continues to work at making worship accessible for everyone during the Covid-19 pandemic, the addition of a low
range radio transmitter is the newest piece of technology
to continue to offer worship to our community. If you live
in the village, you should be able to tune in. If you live
outside of the village, you can drive over and park along
Askin, or other nearby streets (ideally within a kilometre)
and tune in to worship.

-Minister’s musings, continued
-NEW! Listen to us on the radio!

Page 3

-Upcoming dates to remember
-Sing-a-long with Mallory & Richard
(this Sunday!)

Page 4

-Christmas postcards for virtual service

Page 5

-Calendar, Finance update

Page 6

-UCW Christmas Message
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Givings Envelopes, Family Connections,

Please note that this is a new
technology and we are still
“fine-tuning” the experience.
If you tune in, please be sure
to give us your feedback,
we would like to know how
many people listen; it helps
us determine if we should
pursue further!

Joke of the Week, Moment for Mother Earth
Page 8

-Prayer Cycle & Church Resources
-Update regarding Children’s Christmas store
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UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER:

Singalong Christmas Carols

***Reminder: Committee Chairpersons***
Please begin working on your annual
report for this year. Remember to
include goals for next year, whether or
not we are still in a pandemic!

with Richard and Mallory!
(Livestream)

THIS SUNDAY!

Sun. Dec. 13 @10:30 am Worship with us!
Advent 3: Love (reversed with week 4 this year.)
Pageant Sunday (recorded, played in worship)

Join us online on our Facebook page for
Christmas Carols with Richard! Richard will play
and sing some of his favourite carols and will
also be there to take requests!

Sun. Dec. 13 @ 3:00 pm Sing-a-long with
Mallory and Richard (Livestreamed!)
Fri. Dec 18 Christmas postcards
Today is the deadline for submitting your
Christmas postcard virtual greeting! See
this newsletter for details.

Visit
Wesley-Knox United Church - Home | Facebook
to access the livestream. The video will be
available for viewing afterwards as well.

Sun. Dec. 20 @ 10:30 am Worship with us!
Advent 4: Joy (reversed with week 3 this year)
Thu. Dec. 24 Christmas Eve service
Worship with us ONLINE. Due to the
pandemic, we want to keep crowds to a
minimum by staying safe at home.
Fri. Dec. 25

Note: You DO NOT need to have a Facebook
account, it is public and available for anyone to
watch without creating an account. Just click
on the link above and enjoy!

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Remember there is NO NEWSLETTER
between Christmas and New Years.
Sun. Dec. 27 @ 10:30 am Worship with us!
First after Christmas
***FINAL DAY to submit
financial giving for 2020.***
If sending by mail, please post earlier in
the month. Mail service is expected to
increase in volume this year with delays
anticipated. If you are giving to your
UCW Unit, Ann S. has already contacted
everyone with an earlier timeframe (this
allows your treasurer time to calculate
totals and submit to the church office
for tax receipt input in a timely manner.)
Fri. Jan. 1

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Sun. Jan. 3

@ 10:30 am Worship with us!

Fri. Jan. 8
Annual Report
Annual Reports due in office via email.
(This may change!)
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CHRISTMAS POSTCARD GREETINGS!
As you know, we will not be holding our typical Christmas Eve service due
to the circumstances of the pandemic. Pirie and Karen have planned a
Christmas Spectacular virtual service to take its place.
We know this is the evening when many people who haven’t seen
others in a while greet each other and catch up. We are planning to include
a video of your photos “Christmas Greetings from WKUC”
at the end of the service!
Your part: create a fun Season’s Greeting postcard that you may wish to share with your
WKUC family!
•

Take a festive photo with you and your family…ideas could include you in your ugly
Christmas sweaters or your finest ball gown or festive-wear, don silly Santa hats or elf
ears and shoes. Get those creative juices flowing! Be sure to let us know what you want
to say (be brief!) and who is in the photo. Example: “Merry Christmas from Jane & Joe
Doe!”. You can send us the “postcard” as a finished product, or send us the photo and
we will do the rest.

•

For folks who do not want to appear online (we understand!) we want you to feel comfortable participating! Send us a photo of your favourite Christmas ornament or other image,
and let us know how you want the greeting to appear Example: “Merry Christmas from
John D!”

•

For folks without the ability to send a photo, you can ask us to choose an image and you
send the greeting.

***Note for everyone: for copywrite reasons, please only send
your own original photos,
not anything you have chosen from the internet.***
We are only accepting photos, not videos. Please send your submissions to our
Communications team (not the WKUC office) and put in the subject line
“photo for video greeting”. Please email by end of day Friday, December 18th.
communications@wesleyknox.com
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If you wish to submit an article for the newsletter, email it to the office at: wesleyknox@bellnet.ca
Hand written submissions are also welcome for folks who do not use email.
DEADLINE: 12:00 p.m. on W e d n e s d a y s
If you are assisting with upcoming worship services, please have your information submitted to the office by
email by T U E S D A Y at 9:00 a.m.

Our current events for the upcoming 2 weeks as reported to the Communications Team
2020.12.09

Update from the Treasurer to October 31
Actual to Oct 31

Budget to October 31

Difference

Donations

$144,343

$183,333

$38,990

Total expenses

$198,346

$253,723

$55,377

The Resources and Renewal Committee is monitoring expenses to stay within budget,
but we are dependant on the congregation to meet the budget for donations.
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Joke of the Week

Remember to let the Office Administrator know if
you want a full or partial box of envelopes for 2021
(and beyond!) They can be ready for you to pick up
on Sundays or any other day of the week. You can
even pick them up on a Sunday morning between
10 am -10:30 am when the ushers are here,
even if you are not attending service.

A Celestial Greeting
How do Christmas angels
greet each other?

NOTE: if you are concerned about privacy,
you DO NOT need to put your name on it,
as long as the number is there, that is fine!

"Halo!"

https://www.rd.com/jokes/christmas-jokes/

MOMENT FOR MOTHER EARTH:

FAMILY CONNECTIONS

While we cannot get together to enjoy the
holidays, take some time to go walking in a
Winter Wonderland. Get offline and take a stroll
outside. Spending time in nature is beneficial to
our mental and physical health. Go stargazing
on Dec 21st when we have a chance to see a
rare viewing of the "Christmas Star" not seen
since 1226, as Jupiter and Saturn appear
together in the night sky.

DATES TO REMEMBER
December 8 & 10, 15 & 17, 22
Dan reads a Christmas-themed story
every Tuesday & Thursday @ 7 pm
on Facebook.

https://astronomy.com/news/2020/12/jupiter-and
-saturn-will-form-rare-christmas-star-on-wintersolstice

January 16
Family Feud over Zoom
February 6
TBD
March 6
TBD
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We are part of the United Church of Canada
www.united-church.ca/community-faith/
welcome-united-church-canada

Region 7 - Antler River Watershed
PRAYER CYCLE
December 13, 2020

Our Region falls within the
Antler-River Watershed, Region #7

COTTAM UNITED CHURCH
https://cottamunitedchurch.ca/

https://arwrcucc.ca/

Prayers for our church families
enduring grief, loss, or loneliness.

Region 7 prayer Cycle and other
prayer resources:
https://www.prayercycles.ca/
antlerriverwatershed

We give thanks for the many years of
Life and Witness of
JOAN ROWE

Access daily devotionals here, provided by
“The Upper Room”

who entered the presence of his Lord on

December 4th, 2020

https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals

https://www.amgfh.com/condolences/obituary.aspx?id=174519

Liturgical Calendar Resources
for worship planning:
https://www.united-church.ca/worshipliturgical-season

If you or a loved one is dealing with a difficult
time, such as illness, hospitalization, loneliness,
or any of life’s challenges, our Pastoral Care team
is available for support. Please call the Church
office and you will be contacted by a member of
our team: Linda Olson, Sandra Fox, Brenda Smith,
Liz Dunlop, Paul Stewart ,or Pirie Mitchell. On
evenings and weekends, you may reach Arlene or
Mallory through Facebook Messenger (you do
not need a Facebook account to do this.)

Thank you very much for your overwhelming response to the
request for gifts for the London Community Chaplaincy
"Children's Christmas Store". They now have an adequate
number of gifts for both the Limberlost and Southdale Locations. We have had many local responses as well as from folks
in Mt Bridges and Strathroy. If you have anything that you
would still like to donate to those in need, please consider
contacting another Agency or one of the many shelters in the
city. Again, thanks to everyone for your generosity.

YOU ARE NOT ALONE.
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