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Sunday, January 17, 2021 
~ Second Sunday after Epiphany ~ 

 Virtual Service  
 

 

Worship Team: Rev. Dr. Pirie Mitchell, Dan Leaver, Benedict Hobson, 
 Jacob Horak, Sandra Fox, Michael Cottam 

 

Music Team:  Karen Schuessler, Tony Haworth, Girls’ Choir 
 

 

VU = red hymnal Voices United 
Please sing along at home; we have provided the lyrics! 

 

 

Prelude: O Good Saviour, Jesus Christ (Jean-François Dandrieu) Karen Schuessler 
Dandrieu wrote many delightful French carol variations for organ at the time of Bach. 

 
Welcome and Life and Work of the Church Rev. Pirie 
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle Dan Leaver 
 
Indigenous Land Acknowledgement Rev. Pirie 
 
Call to Worship Dan Leaver 

 

This is the Sunday where we fish or cut bait.  Do we sit on the side lines of the faith 
game, ready to offer criticism and the occasional applause, or are we willing to roll 
up our sleeves, strap on our cleats and get to work on the field?  Are we willing to 
grow in faith and learn, or are we prepared to rust out with our long-held 
understandings and former achievement and be comfortable with just that?  Are we 
just listeners to the story of the “Feeding of the Multitudes” or are we ready to hand 
out the fish and bread?  Today we face that choice!   

 
Prayer of Approach (in unison) Rev. Pirie 
 

O God, it is so easy to sit in the boat and let others paddle.  Today we are 
confronted by the life changing decisions of men and women in Jesus time 
ready to make the commitment to serve you through his teaching.   
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Lord, we know it is safer to sit on the sidelines and “boo” the referee when we 
don’t agree with her call.  It’s harder to strap on our cleats and join the team.   
Today we are reminded of the disciples who were chosen and were willing to 
be part of the game and not content to just sit in the bleachers.   
 

Help us to be a player and accept our place on the mission team.  Amen. 
 
Hymn: In the Darkness Shines the Splendour VU 92 verses 1 & 4 
 

1. In the darkness shines the splendour 
 of the Word who took our flesh, 
 welcoming, in love’s surrender, 
 death’s dark shadow at his créche. 
 Bearing every human story, 
 Word made flesh reveals his glory. 
 

4. All God’s people, sing in jubilation 
 of the birth that sets us free, 
 telling of the revelation: 
 Jesus, God’s epiphany. 
 Celebrate the human story! 
 Word made flesh reveals our glory. 

 
Learning with Children Dan Leaver 
 
Lord’s Prayer (in unison) (VU page 921) Benedict Hobson & Jacob Horak 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed by thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
 forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Scripture: Scripture Reading: 1 Samuel 3: 1-20 Michael Cottam 
 Secular Reading: Apostles and Disciples Sandra Fox 
 Scripture Reading: John 1: 43-51 Sandra Fox 
 
Special Music: Al Shlosha D’Varim (Allan Naplan) (previously recorded) Girls’ Choir Video 
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The words are taken from Pirkei Avot 1:2, a compilation of Hebrew ethical teachings reaching back  
to Sinai . They mean, “The world is sustained by three things, by truth and justice and by peace”. 

 
Message: The First Step Rev. Pirie 
 
Hymn: Jesus Calls Us VU 562 verses 1, 2, & 5 
 

1. Jesus calls us; o’er the tumult 
 of our life’s wild restless sea, 
 day by day his clear voice sounding, 
 saying, “Christian, follow me.” 
 

2. Long ago apostles heard it 
 by the Galilean Lake, 
 turned from home and toil and kindred, 
 leaving all for Jesus’ sake. 
 

5. Jesus calls us: by your mercies, 
 Saviour, may we hear your call, 
 give our hearts to your obedience, 
 serve and love you best of all. 
 

Offertory Prayer Rev. Pirie 
 

O God, part of our answer to your call is to support your son’s ministry in Wortley 
Village and working our way out into the world.  We are committed to your cause of 
an earthly Kingdom and support it today and every day with our personal treasure 
and collective energies.  Accept it we pray and let us be used for the work of you 
church here and around the world.  Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People Rev. Pirie 
 

O God of this discordant world accept our prayers today.  We are members of your 
son’s team to help bringing about your Kingdom on earth.  It’s a tough assignment!  
We have plenty of reasons to step away from the task and seek another task, one 
which is easier and more enjoyable with less stress.  But we are recalled to a role in 
his kingdom with the sure and certain hope of making a world a better place.  We 
are part of the 21st century disciples called to do his work.  Help us respond to the 
task with love and energy, enough to make a difference. 
 
Help us Lord to meet the challenge of Jesus in a modern time.  Help us understand 
what the modern version of the Kingdom of Heaven looks like.  Help us to know that 
there are things in our society today which need to be included: a safe and healthy 
planet, a society where all are accepted regardless of their race and faith, a human 
family where all are respected, and where all are free to love extravagantly.  We 
know we need to not be defeated by the enormity of the task ahead of us.  Help us 
to choose a part of it where we can make a difference.   
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And finally, God, we need your help in our faith-based church here at Wesley Knox 
so that we can move forward into a new relationship with you and each other.  Help 
us to see that our effective functioning as a religious centre must be centered on 
love and forgiveness.   Sometimes the old ways are not enough for a new age 
church.  When times are tough, we can sometimes slip into our old ways of 
interaction where control, anger and retaliation become the play book.  Help us as 
an institution to become a centre of love and positive communal activity.  This we 
pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
Hymn: Will You Come and See the Light VU 96 verses 1 & 2 
 

1. Will you come and see the light from the stable door? 
 It is shining newly bright, though it shone before. 
 It will be your guiding star, 

 it will show you who you are; 
 will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 
 

2. Will you step into the light that can free the slave? 
 It will stand for what is right, it will heal and save. 
 By the pyramids of greed 
 there’s a longing to be freed; 
 will you hide, or decide to meet the light? 

 
Commissioning & Benediction Rev. Pirie 
 

We are challenged to be the disciples in a new age.  Are we up for the task?  Are 
we prepared to go out from this safe and known surroundings, into a hurting world, 
as modern-day disciples?  When we leave this place, we do so knowing God 
through Christ is with us.   
 

Now go in peace and love into a new world with new challenges for us all; and 
remember God is with you. 

 
Congregational Response (in unison) VU 298 
 

 When you walk from here,  
 when you walk from here, 
 walk with justice, walk with mercy,  
 and with God’s humble care. 
 
Postlude: Toccata in E Minor (Pachelbel) Karen Schuessler 

This is the same composer who wrote “Pachelbel’s Canon”. 

 
WK Coffee Time Stay tuned to see who Glen or Jane is speaking with this week! 

 
 

 
 

Your continued financial support is most gratefully appreciated.   https://wesleyknox.com/givings/ 

https://wesleyknox.com/givings/

