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“News for the Pews” 

CONNECT WITH US! 
 

91 Askin Street 

London, Ontario 

N6C 1E7 
 

519-673-4803 
 

wesleyknox@bellnet.ca  
 

www.wesleyknox.com 
 

 

Facebook 

 

Moving in the Spirit… 

A diverse, welcoming, caring  

 and active faith community. 

A place to learn, grow,  

 build a relationship with God  

 and make a difference  

 in the world. 

Office Hours: 
Not available due to the              

provincial shut-down. 
 

 

 

Remember we are now asking    

everyone to call ahead before           

coming to the building.              

This avoids having too many 

folks in the building and            

overlapping areas in use. 

Sunday,  January 17, 2021 

How  many disciples did Jesus really 

have?  We understand the gospels 

said twelve. Later there were twelve 

apostles which included Saul of Tarsus who later became 

Paul.  Judas was kicked out of the group and Matthias add-

ed, and so was Stephen.  Twelve was the number of tribes 

the children of Israel were divided into, the 12 tribes of Israel.  

This number indicates completeness.  The number 12 ap-

pears 187 times in the Old and New Testament.  It shows up 

22 times in the book of Revelation.  The New Jerusalem of 

the book of Revelation has 12 gates.  Jesus met a woman 

who had been hemorrhaging for 12 years (Luke 8:40).  

There were 12 minor prophets of the Old Testament.  There 

are twelve books outlining the history of the Children of Israel 

in the Old Testament.  The list goes on and on.  But to an-

swer the question of Jesus’ disciples, when we take into ac-

count the times they are mentioned in Matthew, Mark, Luke 

and John there appear to be 16 names.  If we add some 

mentioned in Acts the number is greater. 

 

When Jesus was baptised in the Jorden River it was by a 

man we know as John the Baptist.  He was that scruffy look-

ing chap in a camel cloak and leather belt and ate grasshop-

pers and honey.  Well, John was a prophet who had come 

onto the scene in Roman occupied Judea in the first years of 

the first century.   He probably lived in the desert at Quorum.   

John followed the prophets of yesterday in his riveting warn-

ings and his dress which was reminiscent of Elijah, who also 

wore a garment of camel hair and a leather belt (2 Kings 

1:8).  And did he eat grasshoppers and honey?  Well, if he 

did, he couldn’t last that long.  Perhaps he was fulfilled by 

Minister’s Musings 
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eating the fruit from the locust tree.  The reason 

John included his diet was to show his austere na-

ture and to reflect the prophets of yesterday. 

 

Was Jesus related to John the Baptist?  Probably 
not.  However, there is in the book of Luke (1: 5- 
80) an incident where Mary (Jesus’ mom) went to 
visit her cousin Elizabeth.  Elizabeth was older 
than Mary and she was well past childbearing 
years.  Despite her old age she was pregnant with 
her son John when Mary arrived for the visit.  
When Mary and Elizabeth met, both were preg-
nant and both fetuses jumped in the womb.  Eliza-
beth’s husband Zechariah, who was a priest at the 
temple, had an encounter with God on the night 
Zachariah was cleaning the holiest part of the tem-
ple.  Writers of the New Testament often put in 
stories which showed the attachment of the people 
of the New Testament to folks on the Old Testa-
ment.  From the book of Genesis there is the story 
of Abraham and Sarah, a childless couple, meet-
ing God and Sarah becoming pregnant in her old 
age.  This call this a midrash.  Did that midrash 
story reflect Zachariah and Elizabeth to Abraham 
and Sarah?   

 

Rev. Pirie 

FAMILY CONNECTIONS EVENT THIS 

WEEK-END! 

FAMILY FEUD OVER ZOOM! 

Saturday, January 16, 2020 

3.30 pm - 5 pm 

Contact Dan Leaver for information: 

dan@wesleyknox.com 

 

PROOF  

READERS  

REQUIRED! 

 

If you are willing and able to                  

proofread the 2020 annual report            

prior to it’s publication,                

please email the office. 

We will need approximately 3 people 

who are available between January 

21, 2021 through January 27, 2021. 

(or earlier, if it is ready earlier). 
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MOMENT FOR MOTHER EARTH 
 
Green investments: For the month of January, many 
groups are highlighting the climate action of Divestment: 
the act of removing our investments in fossil fuels and 
moving them to provide opportunities for more "green" 
energy projects.  But how do you know what is truly green 
vs greenwashing?  The 2020 UK Stewardship Code de-
fines stewardship as: the responsible management of 
capital to ensure sustainable benefits for the economy, 
the environment and society.  Pension funds and invest-
ment firms have the resources to separate the wheat from 
the chaff.  Contact your pension fund to find out what they 
are doing.  
 

Watch: Borealis: In his new feature documen-
tary Borealis, acclaimed director Kevin McMahon travels 
deep into the heart of the boreal forest to explore the cho-
rus of life in Canada’s iconic wilderness.  How do trees 
move, communicate and survive the destructive forces of 
fire, insects, and human encroachment?  Borealis offers 
an immersive portrait of the lifecycles of the forest from 
the perspective of the plants and animals that live 
there.https://www.nfb.ca/film/borealis/ 
 

Book Study: Cathedral on Fire – a church handbook 
for the climate crisis by Rev. Brooks Berndt, United 
Church of Christ Minister for Environmental Justice.  
Tuesday, January 26 at 10:00 to 11:30 am to February 
16, 2021.  Berndt starts with the Genesis story of begin-
nings, goes on to explore:   

• the importance of caring for God’s creation as our first 
calling; 

• a scriptural basis to pursue justice for both planet and 
people; 

• a moral foundation of the climate crisis as an inequali-
ty crisis; 

• our power source of love; 

• lifting up hope in the history of environmental justice 
movement; 

• a rich tradition of theology in time of crisis; and 

• a recognition of youth as the climate prophet of today. 
 
Link is here to the first chapter of Cathedral on Fire. 
https://www.uccfiles.com/pdf/Cathedral-on-
Fire_SAMPLE_PAGES.pdf 
To register, email Carey Wagner 
cgwagne@sympatico.ca. Registration is free, limited to 
15. Zoom link will follow upon registration.  The book will 
soon be available from United Church Resource Distribu-
tion Centre.  Estimated cost of the book is $10.00.   

Annual General Meeting 2021  

and  

Annual Report 2020 
 

In December Leadership Council            

received a memo from the Antler River 

Watershed Regional Council informing 

us the General Council Executive             

approved provisions for congregations 

unable to hold annual meetings safely.  
 

Currently Wesley-Knox is restricted by 

provincial regulation to in-person 

worship meetings of 10 people.  This 

restriction is in place until January 23 

and it is expected severe restrictions 

of numbers allowed in indoor meet-

ings will continue past this date.  At a 

meeting on December 16 Leadership 

council voted to cancel the Annual 

General Meeting scheduled for              

February 7, 2021.   
 

Following the provisions approved by 

the General Council Executive a              

meeting of Leadership Council will be 

held on February 17 at which the           

motions normally passed at an AGM 

will be passed by Leadership Council.  

This will include the approval of the  

financial budget for 2021.  Wesley-

Knox will issue an Annual Report for 

2020 which will be available on           

February 5 on the church website and 

in printed form.  Congregants are wel-

come to contact members of Leader-

ship Council with their comments and 

questions.  The meeting on February 

17 will be an online meeting open to 

the congregation.  
 

John McFall 

Chair, Leadership Council 

https://climateactionlondon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62891c4ee4b5e144b1fc99372&id=b327bb0064&e=c2f29f1110
https://climateactionlondon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62891c4ee4b5e144b1fc99372&id=d096c0a2ff&e=c2f29f1110
https://www.uccfiles.com/pdf/Cathedral-on-Fire_SAMPLE_PAGES.pdf
https://www.uccfiles.com/pdf/Cathedral-on-Fire_SAMPLE_PAGES.pdf
mailto:cgwagne@sympatico.ca
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UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER: 

 

Sat. Jan 16 FAMILY CONNECTIONS  

 Family Feud over Zoom!   

 Contact Dan Leaver for details. 

 

Sun. Jan. 17 VIRTUAL WORSHIP 

 Available on You-Tube OR Radio!

 Broadcasts resume (see last page for 

 details) 
 

Sun. Jan 24 VIRTUAL WORSHIP 

 Available on You-Tube OR Radio!

 Broadcasts resume (see last page for 

 details) 
 

 

Due to the provincial lock-down,  

the office administrator will be  

available by email.   

If PHONING the building,  

please leave a message. 

PRINTING OF ANNUAL REPORT 

The time of the Annual Report is fast approaching!  

Once again, as a reflection of our environmental 

stewardship efforts, we will be “taking orders” for 

printed copies of the report.  Everyone in our news-

letter distribution list will be receiving a PDF copy 

when it is ready. 

 

If you, your committee, or you know of an individual 

who would like a printed copy, please send an email 

to the office.  (Subject line: printed annual report, 

and in the body of the email let us know your name, 

committee, or individual who 

would like it.)  You may also 

leave a phone message. 

Regards 

Arlene 

TAX RECEIPTS 

When tax receipts are ready, we will let you know 

via newsletter, Facebook, and worship announce-

ments. 

 

IF YOU GAVE VIA CANADA HELPS... 

Remember, if you donated via the Canada Helps 

website, you had the option and ability to print 

your own tax receipts.   

These givings will not be reflected in the final year-

end giving statement from us.   

We have assumed you have printed them and have 

taken this into account in the method we use to in-

put these into our givings system.  Don’t worry!  

They are still input in your name and to the account 

you indicated when you made your donation. 
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If you wish to submit an article for the newsletter, email it to the office at: wesleyknox@bellnet.ca  
 

Hand written submissions are also welcome for folks who do not use email.   

DEADLINE: 12:00 p.m. on W e d n e s d a y s  
 

If you are assisting with upcoming worship services, please have your information submitted to the office by 

email by T U E S D A Y at 9:00 a.m. 

Our current events for the upcoming 2 weeks as reported to the Communications Team 2021.01.13 

WESLEY KNOX UNITED CHURCH 
PARABLES STUDY 

 
Rev Pirie Mitchell will present 

a series on “The Parables” 
beginning Sun Jan 17th at 7 pm. 

 
This series of 6 lectures and discussions will 

look at certain parables in light of  first             
century society, the established Jewish faith 

and historical events. 
 

Sessions will be Sunday evenings, via 
ZOOM, from 7 pm to 8 pm.  Everyone is             

invited to join.  If you would like to partici-
pate please send an email to:  
davidknoppert@sympatico.ca 

Christian Unity Webinar: from King's University 
College Office of Campus Ministry @ UWO 

  

Dear Members of the Community, 
  

The Office of Campus Ministry will host a webinar 
on Christian Unity on Wednesday, January 20, 2021 
at 7:00 PM during the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity. Our speaker will be The Right Reverend 
Todd Townshend, Bishop of the Diocese of Huron 
who will speak about the gifts and challenges of 
ecumenical collaboration. The lecture will be fol-
lowed by a question-and-answer session. The 
event is free and registration is required.  Once reg-
istered, you will receive an e-mail message with 
information on how to access the webinar. All are 
welcome! 
 

https://
files.constantcontact.com/93ea0d4c001/08e20c10
-0c03-4072-94d8-b5dd692b79d5.pdf 

https://files.constantcontact.com/93ea0d4c001/08e20c10-0c03-4072-94d8-b5dd692b79d5.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/93ea0d4c001/08e20c10-0c03-4072-94d8-b5dd692b79d5.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/93ea0d4c001/08e20c10-0c03-4072-94d8-b5dd692b79d5.pdf
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Region 7 - Antler River Watershed 
 

 

PRAYER CYCLE 
 

January 17, 2021 

BAYHAM UNITED CHURCH 

(Straffordville, Ontario) 

 

https://www.facebook.com/

bayhamunitedchurch/ 

 

 
 

Prayers for our church families  

enduring grief, loss, or loneliness. 
 

 

 

 

 

If you or a loved one is dealing with  a 

difficult time, such as illness, hospitaliza-

tion, loneliness, or any of life’s challenges, 

our Pastoral Care team is available for sup-

port.  Please call the Church office and you 

will be contacted by a member of our 

team: Linda Olson, Sandra Fox, Brenda 

Smith, Liz Dunlop,  Paul Stewart ,or Pirie 

Mitchell.  On evenings and weekends, you 

may reach Arlene or Mallory through Fa-

cebook Messenger (you do not need a Fa-

cebook account to do this.)   

YOU ARE NOT ALONE. 

We are  part of the United Church of Canada 
 

www.united-church.ca/community-faith/

welcome-united-church-canada  
 

 

Our Region falls within the  

Antler-River Watershed, Region #7 
 

https://arwrcucc.ca/ 
 

 

Region 7 prayer Cycle and other                       

prayer resources: 
 

https://www.prayercycles.ca/

antlerriverwatershed 
 

 

Access daily devotionals here, provided by 

“The Upper Room” 
 

https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals 
 

 

Liturgical Calendar Resources  

for worship planning: 

https://www.united-church.ca/worship-

liturgical-season 

Listen to worship on the radio 
87.9 FM! (within a small range              
of Wortley Village; your vehicle 

may get the best reception.) 
 

***AVAILABLE DURING TIMES 
OF ANY SHUT DOWNS*** 

https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada
https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada
https://arwrcucc.ca/
https://www.prayercycles.ca/antlerriverwatershed
https://www.prayercycles.ca/antlerriverwatershed
https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season

