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“News for the Pews” 

CONNECT WITH US! 
 

91 Askin Street 

London, Ontario 

N6C 1E7 
 

519-673-4803 
 

wesleyknox@bellnet.ca  
 

www.wesleyknox.com 
 

 

Facebook 

 

Moving in the Spirit… 

A diverse, welcoming, caring  

 and active faith community. 

A place to learn, grow,  

 build a relationship with God  

 and make a difference  

 in the world. 

Sunday,  January 24, 2021 

As I sit here, having just finished shoveling 

mine and my neighbour’s driveways, I ap-

preciate that we live in a truly beautiful 

world.  The air is fresh and clean and the fresh layer of 

snow covers all the imperfections of our yards.  It’s like a 

fresh start. 

All around the world today, there are fresh starts every 

day.  We have the opportunity to see some great opportu-

nities for change in a time when it seems so mundane, 

concerning, disparaging and even, at times, hopeless.  

We see the change of government leaders, and we wait 

with anticipation for hope.  We need hope.  Hope for to-

day, hope for the future. 

Though we are in our second “lockdown”, our second 

“State of Emergency” we must continue to have hope in 

these discouraging times.  As the Covid-19 statistics rise, 

we have hope that our safety measures are starting to 

“catch-on”; starting to help.  We watch the news daily to 

see what is happening.  We watch to see the daily num-

bers.  We breathe a sigh of relief when we see they are 

again in double digits locally. 

Through all of this, we miss our seeing friends, we miss 

our gatherings and events, we miss our church family.  

While we move cautiously forward, day-by-day, we hope 

for the normalcy to return. 

As a Christian family, as people of faith, we know that we 

have hope.  Hope in Jesus Christ.  Hope in our church 

family.  Hope in our community.   

Morty’s Musings 

In compliance with Provincial                

stay-at-home orders,                                 

staff are working from home. 

As earlier in the year,  

NO ENTRY to the building is permitted, 

not even if you have key and code. 

If you need to visit the building for any 

reason, please make an appointment 

with Arlene, Bill, Karen, or Chris M. 

Thank you in advance                                      

for your cooperation. 
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  -Info about Tax Receipts 
  -Calendar 
  -Parable study (continues) 
 
 
 

Page 4 -The search is on! 
  -Message from Reopening Ctte 
 

 
 

Page 5 -Message from Property Ctte 
  -What is a Trustee? 
 
 
 

Page 6  -Prayer Cycle, Worship Resources 

Hope in our world leaders.  Hope in our daily 

lives.  Together, through hope, we will see the 

daily blessings before us and we will overcome 

all the obstacles. 

In 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 we learn about Living 

by Faith: 

“So we do not lose heart. Even though 

our outer nature is wasting away, our in-

ner nature is being renewed day by day. 

For this slight momentary affliction is pre-

paring us for an eternal weight of glory 

beyond all measure, because we look not 

at what can be seen but at what cannot 

be seen; for what can be seen is tempo-

rary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.” 

 
My friends, I look forward with hope, to that day 

in the near future.  That day when we will gather 

and celebrate together our concerts, social ac-

tivities, food, and most of all, Court Whist with 

friends and being able to give and receive hugs.  

Stay safe friends, have hope, and remember  

We are Wesley-Knox Strong! 

 
Chris Mortlock, LLWL 

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER: 

 

Sun. Jan 24 VIRTUAL WORSHIP 

 Available on You-Tube! 
 No in-person worship due to               

 current pandemic procedures. 

***THIS WEEK’S COFFEE TIME FEATURES 

LONDON’S MAYOR ED HOLDER*** 

 

Sun. Jan 31 VIRTUAL WORSHIP 

 Available on You-Tube! 
 No in-person worship due to               

 current pandemic procedures. 

 

Sun. Feb 07 VIRTUAL WORSHIP 

 Available on You-Tube! 
 No in-person worship due to               

 current pandemic procedures. 

 
Due to the provincial lock-down, the office          

administrator will be available by email.   

If PHONING the building, please leave a message. 

BOOK FUNDRAISER 

Wesley-Knox’s own award-winning author Kevin White 

has just published a wonderful book of 12 short stories 

about Christmas, called The Little Corner Christmas 

Store, and is donating all profits of all books sold 

through Wesley-Knox Church to either Wesley-Knox or 

the Karen Schuessler singers, whichever the buyer           

prefers.  This equals $10 for every printed book sold and 

$2 for every eBook sold!  In addition, he is donating $1 

of all his other printed books sold to Wesley-Knox, up to 

a total of $30,000 per year, and a similar amount to KSS. 

Please support his efforts to make this book a bestseller 

and major long-term fundraiser for the church by               

purchasing one or more books at either amazon.ca or 

amazon.com.  This book, which has received 5 out of 5 

star ratings by three professional book reviewers, is a 

perfect Christmas gift to both yourself and those on 

your list.  Again, the book is called The Little Corner 

Christmas Store and is now available through amazon. 

 

https://www.amazon.ca/Little-Corner-Christmas-Store-

stories/dp/B08NRZ959F/ref=sr_1_1?

dchild=1&keywords=the+little+corner+christmas+store

&qid=1607971969&sr=8-1 

https://www.amazon.ca/Little-Corner-Christmas-Store-stories/dp/B08NRZ959F/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+little+corner+christmas+store&qid=1607971969&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.ca/Little-Corner-Christmas-Store-stories/dp/B08NRZ959F/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+little+corner+christmas+store&qid=1607971969&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.ca/Little-Corner-Christmas-Store-stories/dp/B08NRZ959F/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+little+corner+christmas+store&qid=1607971969&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.ca/Little-Corner-Christmas-Store-stories/dp/B08NRZ959F/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+little+corner+christmas+store&qid=1607971969&sr=8-1
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PRINTING OF ANNUAL REPORT 

 

The time of the Annual Report is fast approaching!  

Once again, as a reflection of our environmental 

stewardship efforts, we will be “taking orders” for 

printed copies of the report.  Everyone in our news-

letter distribution list will be receiving a PDF copy 

when it is ready. 

 

If you, your committee, or you know of an individual 

who would like a printed copy, please send an email 

to the office.  (Subject line: printed annual report, 

and in the body of the email let us know your name, 

committee, or individual who would like it.)  You 

may also leave a phone message. 

Regards 

Arlene 

TAX RECEIPTS 

When tax receipts are ready, we will let you know 

via newsletter, Facebook,                                         

and worship announcements. 

IF YOU GAVE VIA CANADA HELPS... 

Remember, if you donated via the Canada Helps 

website, you had the option and ability to print 

your own tax receipts.   

These givings will not be reflected in the final year-

end giving statement from us.   

We have assumed you have printed them and have 

taken this into account in the method we use to 

input these into our givings system.  Don’t worry!  

They are still input in your name and to the ac-

count you indicated when you made your dona-

tion. 

WESLEY KNOX UNITED CHURCH 
PARABLES STUDY 

 

Rev Pirie Mitchell will present 
a series on “The Parables” 

beginning Sun Jan 17th at 7 pm. 
 

This series of 6 lectures and discussions will look at 
certain parables in light of  first century society, the 

established Jewish faith and historical events. 
 

Sessions will be Sunday evenings, via ZOOM, from 
7 pm to 8 pm.  Everyone is invited to join.  If you 
would like to participate please send an email to:  

davidknoppert@sympatico.ca 
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Reopening Committee Message 
 

As you know, on Wednesday, January 13th, the Ontario government declared the 
province was again in a “State of Emergency” and instituted a “Stay-at-Home” order.  
In response to this situation, the Reopening Committee met to discuss what we at 
Wesley Knox should do to continue our “virtual” worship services. 
 

As the service for Sunday, January 17th had already been recorded in the church sanc-
tuary, we decided that moving forward, we would record all the parts of our worship 

service remotely and assemble them for broadcast on YouTube. 
 

We have also decided that the staff will work remotely and only enter the church as absolutely necessary.  
The church is once again closed to any and all unnecessary use.  We hope that this will quickly pass and we 
can begin reopening our building again. 
 

We will continue to update you, our church family, as the situation changes.  Remember to stay safe, follow 
and encourage all the safety protocols and procedures and remain Wesley-Knox Strong! 
 

Chris Mortlock, Chair 

THE SEARCH IS ON! 
 
A number of people have been asking, “When are we going to start the search for a new minister?”  
 
We can now say that the process has now begun with the members of your Minister Search Committee being: 
 

-Marilynne McNeil, Chair 
-Sheila Dinnin 
-Heather Greenfield 
-John Jardine  
-Marion Hearn  
-Keely Melville  
-Glen Pearson  
-Alex Walker 
-Paul Browning, Antler River Region Liaison 

 
Since the beginning of January, we have met three times on Thursday evenings via ZOOM getting ourselves organized for 
the process and attended an online training session led by Rev. Diane Blanchard from Antler River Regional Council.  
 
Our first task is to update the Community of Faith Profile first produced in September 2019. When that is completed, this 
committee along with the Leadership Council will draft a job description for the Lead Minister position.  
 
The United Church has created an online database called ChurchHub to best facilitate connecting churches looking for 
new ministerial staff, and ministers seeking new positions. When our Community of Faith Profile and Job Description are 
finalized, we will put all this information on ChurchHub which will enable us to seek applications to find the right minister for 
Wesley-Knox. 
 

Over the next number of months, we will be keeping you updated as to how we are progressing in the process. If you have 

questions about the process, please contact any of the committee members. 

Submitted by Marilynne McNeil, Chair, Minister Search Committee 
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A NOTE FROM THE TRUSTEES 

Question: Have you ever thought about what a                            

church trustee does?  

Answer: Wesley-Knox Trustees vision for the future 

and support the ministries of our congregation. 

The trustees are responsible for holding all congregational 

property for the congregation as part of the United Church 

giving the same care and attention to congregational prop-

erty as a reasonable person would give to their own prop-

erty.  At Wesley-Knox, we have significant congregational 

property for which our trustees are responsible.  

Over the years, we have benefited from some very gener-

ous financial gifts which the trustees invest prudently to 

generate significant investment income which provides 

additional revenues for the general operations.  

We base our ministry in a large historic building – a beauti-

ful sanctuary graced by many stained-glass windows and a 

magnificent pipe organ; a large Christian Education wing 

including the gym; fellowship areas in the Centennial Par-

lour and the social hall.  The trustees working with the Re-

sources and Renewal committee ensure that our facility is 

secure, safe and fits our needs.  

Securing insurance to cover any liabilities such as fire or 

theft protects us against potential significant losses.  

As trustees, we look to the future of the congregation 

providing our thoughts and ideas to your Leadership Coun-

cil. 

Have you ever thought that you’d like to get involved 

as a trustee for Wesley-Knox? 

We are looking for some younger folks to become trustees 

to carry our church forward into the future. Are you in the 

“Under 45” age category?  

We want you! 

Get involved in the future of our congregation! 

Send us an email to trustees@wesleyknox.com and we’ll 

talk. 

Marilynne McNeil 

Chair, Trustee Board 

Resource & Renewal Committee 

Property Team 
 
Hello Wesley-Knox family and friends.  Just a 

quick update to let you know about what is going 

on with the Property Team who care for our 

church building. 

 
While many of us, have for some time, been 

away from our church building, your property 

team continues to deal with the needs of the 

building.  We continue to maintain our magnifi-

cent building with care and concern.  We contin-

ue to monitor and make repairs as required and 

to put into place plans and procedures to keep 

our building aright. 

 
Our major projects recently have included minor 

repairs and preventative maintenance of our boil-

er system and our lift.  We continue to complete 

minor plaster repairs and painting as required 

and keep our church home looking beautiful and 

prestigious.   

 
While we continue to stay safe and adhere to 

procedures and protocols, we miss sharing our 

beautiful surroundings with our church family, we 

look forward with hope to the days ahead when 

we will be able 

to congregate 

more freely in 

our building.   

 

Rest assured, 

our building is 

ready for us 

when we come 

back. 

 
 
 

Chris Mortlock, 
Acting Team 
Lead 

mailto:trustees@wesleyknox.com
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Region 7 - Antler River Watershed 
 

 

PRAYER CYCLE 
 

January 24, 2021 

BEACHVILLE PASTORAL CHARGE: 

West Oxford United Church (Ingersoll) 

Sweaburg United Church (Woodstock) 

 

https://www.facebook.com/

bayhamunitedchurch/ 

 
 

Prayers for our church families  

enduring grief, loss, or loneliness. 
 

 

 

 

 

If you or a loved one is dealing with  a 

difficult time, such as illness, hospitaliza-

tion, loneliness, or any of life’s challenges, 

our Pastoral Care team is available for sup-

port.  Please call the Church office and you 

will be contacted by a member of our 

team: Linda Olson, Sandra Fox, Brenda 

Smith, Liz Dunlop,  Paul Stewart ,or Pirie 

Mitchell.  On evenings and weekends, you 

may reach Arlene or Mallory through Fa-

cebook Messenger (you do not need a Fa-

cebook account to do this.)   

YOU ARE NOT ALONE. 

We are part of the United Church of Canada 
 

www.united-church.ca/community-faith/

welcome-united-church-canada  
 

 

Our Region falls within the  

Antler-River Watershed, Region #7 
 

https://arwrcucc.ca/ 
 

 

Region 7 prayer Cycle and other                       

prayer resources: 
 

https://www.prayercycles.ca/

antlerriverwatershed 
 

 

Access daily devotionals here, provided by 

“The Upper Room” 
 

https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals 
 

 

Liturgical Calendar Resources  

for worship planning: 

https://www.united-church.ca/worship-

liturgical-season 

Our radio broadcast experiment 
is now over.  Thank you to all 
who participated!  We will re-

sume researching this method of 
communication once we have 
researched more information 

and requirements. 

https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada
https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada
https://arwrcucc.ca/
https://www.prayercycles.ca/antlerriverwatershed
https://www.prayercycles.ca/antlerriverwatershed
https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season

