“News for the Pews”
Sunday, February 07 2021

CONNECT WITH US!

Minister’s Musings
I remember talking with a highly respected elderly
minister many years ago. He was from the USA. I
don’t how the conversation turned to slavery but I was
astounded by his assertions. For hm, being a slave,
was a wonderful opportunity to live a life without any
sort of pressure. A slave gets his meals, his housing,
and never has to worry about the economic situation.
I was dumbfounded! At first, I thought he was putting
me on, but he wasn’t. He was serious.
Slavery has never been accepted as pleasant by enslaved people anywhere. There was always harsh
treatment between the owner and the slaves themselves. As an owner, he wanted to get the most from
his investment. Long hours, inadequate housing, complete lack of any sort of human rights, the fear of
beatings and rape, and the horrors of being sold away
from your family, were the lot of the slave communities.
Rome endured a massive slave revolt. It was led by
Spartacus. Dr Google says this about the rebel leader:
The story of Spartacus was based on a slave who
headed a revolt against the Romans in the 1st century
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Moving in the Spirit…
A diverse, welcoming, caring
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and make a difference
in the world.
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Thank you in advance
for your cooperation.
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UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER:

BC. Although much of the evidence for Spartacus' existence is anecdotal, there are some
coherent themes that emerge. Spartacus was
indeed a slave who led the Spartacus Revolt,
which began in 73 BC. On the Island of Haiti,
between 1791-1804, there was a slave revolt.
There were so many enslaved people from
Africa in that French colony, they far outnumbered the white overseers and the slaves
won. In Nova Scotia the Black Loyalists were
given such poor land that many opted to return to Africa. Part of the definition of slavery is you never get a fair shake.

Sat. Feb. 06
WKUC ZOOM COFFEE HOUSE @ 7 PM
-See page 5 for details
Sun. Feb 07
VIRTUAL WORSHIP...anytime!
-Available on You-Tube!
No in-person worship due to
current pandemic procedures.
Sun. Feb 07
VIRTUAL SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 9:45 AM
-Join Dan @ 9:45 am via Zoom
(contact him for the link)
Wed. Feb. 17
AGM via ZOOM @ 7:00 PM
See page 3 for details! Link will be
available on our website calendar.

This month is Black History Month where we
celebrate the lives and achievements of our
neighbours who can claim African heritage.
They have made a valuable contribution to
this country and we thank them for their role
in the Canadian mosaic.

VARIOUS DATES:
CURBSIDE PICKUP for tax receipts,
givings envelopes, and “ordered”
printed copies of the Annual Reports.
See page 3 for dates and times.

Rev. Pirie Mitchell

JOKE OF THE WEEK

In This Edition…

In a Catholic school cafeteria,
a nun places a note in front of a pile
of apples, "Only take one. God is
watching." Further down the line is
a pile of cookies. A little boy makes
his own note,
"Take all you want.
God is watching the
apples."
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-Curbside pickups & AGM
-Moment for Mother Earth
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-Parable study continues
-Family Connection FEB 6Th
-Message from UCW
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-Minute for Mission
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-Prayer Cycle, Worship Resources

MOMENT FOR MOTHER EARTH…

Tax Receipts, Givings
Envelopes, Annual
Reports and
Annual
General Meeting

What is the cost of garbage? Is packaging ok
as long as it is recyclable? Realizing that it does
cost to hire workers to pick up and sort recycling,
and the emissions created by household pick
up, reducing waste of all kinds is a way to reduce
our taxes and cost of living. Is all recycling
equal?

Our Annual Report for 2020 is in preparation
and will be available on our website as of
February 5. To receive a printed copy please
call the church office.

Green Bin feedback:
Want to learn more about the costs of recycling
waste? Find out what are the different options
(and their relative costs) for green bin composting in London and offer your feedback to the city
before they pick a solution.

“Curbside Pickup” of requested printed
copies at the church parking lot door will be
available on the following dates:
• Sat. Feb. 6 (10 am to 12 pm)
• Tue Feb. 9 (12 pm to 2 pm)
• Fri. Feb. 12 (9 am to 11 am)
• Sun. Feb. 14 (10 am to 12 pm)

https://getinvolved.london.ca/greenbin
Interfaith dialogue:
On Saturday, February 20th join the Parliament
of the World’s Religions and The Bernardin Center at Catholic Theological Union for a special
program on “Deepening our Awareness of Love,
Compassion and Joy for the Healing of the
World”. The program is part of the ongoing Buddhist-Catholic Dialogue on Climate Change
launched in 2020 and invites attendees
to identify our hope for a new world, our love and
compassion for all beings, and a vision that will
guide us to act. Facilitated by Ven. Dr.
Dhammadipa Sak, who serves as the Abbot of
US Zen Institute, and Sister Pat Bergen, an educator, spiritual directress, and retreat facilitator.
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM, Central Time
Where: Virtual Via Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tZEpce-tqjotH92SNOv7n2y1FVT2LGYsLaDp

***tax receipts and givings envelopes will
also be available during these times***
We can mail them to you if that is your
preference, although this is more
costly. There will be no AGM in the
sanctuary this year, but rather the financial
report and motions usually passed at the
AGM will be presented for approval by
Council at the Leadership Council meeting on
Feb. 17. The United Church of Canada has
authorized the governance body of a
pastoral charge to act on behalf of the
congregation and our Leadership Council will
do so. The meeting will be online and open
to the congregation. See the church
calendar for information on
how to join the meeting.
We encourage you to read the Annual
Report for 2020 and contact members of
Council if you have questions or comments.

Find out more at Climate Action London:
https://www.londonenvironment.net/
climate_action_london

John McFall (Chair, Leadership Council)
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Wesley Knox Zoom Coffee
House:
Saturday, February 6, @ 7
pm.

WESLEY KNOX UNITED CHURCH
PARABLES STUDY
Rev Pirie Mitchell will present
a series on “The Parables”
beginning Sun Jan 17th at 7 pm.

Wesley-Knox United Zoom
Coffee House, hosted by
Book “The Publication” KJ.

This series of 6 lectures and discussions will look at
certain parables in light of first century society, the
established Jewish faith and historical events.
Sessions will be Sunday evenings, via ZOOM, from
7 pm to 8 pm. Everyone is invited to join. If you
would like to participate please send an email to:
davidknoppert@sympatico.ca

Brew up some de-cafe, heat
up some hot coco, or pour a
glass of water and come
join the Coffee House Saturday at 7 pm.

Note: you can join this study any week and do not
need to commit to each week! Join when you can.

All are welcome to join to watch the performers
offer their talents. There is still time to sign up, just
let Dan know dan@wesleyknox.com
Line up at time of publications:
-A Combination of the Stumbley/Horak Family
-Renée ‘The Fiddler’ Brophy
-Dan ‘The Dr Seuss Enthusiast’ Leaver
-Pirie ‘The Quintuple Threat’ Mitchel
Link to Join Zoom Coffee House:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89789757899?
pwd=K2dPeHdiaVRWaE10TmtIUk55VUFodz09
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MINUTE FOR MISSION (Submitted by Tony Haworth)
Building a World Where Everyone Belongs: Lynda’s Story
Everyone belongs; that belief anchors our United Church. It’s why your Mission & Service gifts
support gatherings of people who are left on the margins of society and support education
events that help us learn what we can do about it.
Disability is one aspect of social justice the United Church is working on. Did you know that
one in five Canadians live with at least one disability? That’s 6.2 million people. Of these, 1.2
million can’t afford aids, devices, or prescription medications. People living with severe disabilities have half the income of those with none. Seniors are almost twice as likely to have a
disability as people who are of working age.
Disability is an issue that affects us all. That’s why the United Church partners with people
from other denominations to raise awareness. People like Anglican disability activist Lynda
Katsuno, who is widely considered a pioneer in the field.
Lynda has lived with disability since she was in a car accident in 1973. At the time, she was a
primary school teacher and loved her job working with children.
After the accident, she wasn’t sure if she would be able to return to what she loved because
the school wasn’t accessible. Lynda credits a committed principal and board of education superintendent for making the changes that would enable her to return to her job.
“I became a disability activist when I realized it takes political will to change society for the
better. Our community is made stronger when we include people with disabilities. If people
with disabilities were fully welcome, the world would be a richer place. It would be a place
where there is hope and no fear,” she says.

Ideals of mutuality, inclusivity, and justice drive Lynda’s passion to make the world a better
place for all. “I don’t want to be seen as a poor, pathetic person. I want to be seen as a child of
God,” she says.
Your generosity supports events and education that help create healthy, strong, welcoming
communities inside and outside the church. Communities where no one is left out. Where we
are all valued as children of God.
Let’s build a world where everyone belongs. Make your Mission & Service gift for belonging
today.
One-in-five Canadians live with a disability and the sobering truth is that any of us could develop or acquire
a disability at some point. While some progress has certainly been made in recent years to create a more
inclusive society, we’re far from there yet. Please click the link to read Lynda’s story about how she and the
United Church’s Mission and Service Fund (with your support) are helping to build a world where everyone
belongs! https://united-church.ca/stories/building-world-where-everyone-belongs-lyndas-story
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We are part of the United Church of Canada
www.united-church.ca/community-faith/
welcome-united-church-canada

Region 7 - Antler River Watershed
PRAYER CYCLE

Our Region falls within the
Antler-River Watershed, Region #7

January 31, 2021
FOLDEN’S UNITED CHURCH
(Ingersoll, Ontario)

https://arwrcucc.ca/
Region 7 prayer Cycle and other
prayer resources:

Prayers for our church families
enduring grief, loss, or loneliness.

https://www.prayercycles.ca/
antlerriverwatershed
Access daily devotionals here, provided by
“The Upper Room”

If you or a loved one is dealing with a
difficult time, such as illness,
hospitalization, loneliness, or any of life’s
challenges, our Pastoral Care team is
available for support.

https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals
Liturgical Calendar Resources
for worship planning:
https://www.united-church.ca/worshipliturgical-season

Please call the Church office and you will
be contacted by a member of our team:
Linda Olson, Sandra Fox, Brenda Smith,
Liz Dunlop, Paul Stewart ,or Pirie Mitchell.
On evenings and weekends, you may
reach Arlene or Mallory through Facebook
Messenger (you do not need a Facebook
account to do this.)
YOU ARE NOT ALONE.
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