“News for the Pews”
Sunday, February 28, 2021

CONNECT WITH US!

Minister’s Musings
“History is written by the victors” goes the old adage. Though
there is some truth to the statement, it isn’t entirely accurate.
The Hebrew exodus and the resurrection of Jesus are stories
from the margins. As a church, we observe Black History
Month every February because we remember that the gospel
that has shaped our identity is a message from the margins; it is
history written by the oppressed.
During Black History Month, the population is given the
opportunity to hear about Black Canadians like Anderson Ruffin
Abbott, the first Black Canadian to be licensed as a physician.
Abbott had petitioned US President Abraham Lincoln to allow
him to join the Union Army during the American Civil War and
developed a relationship with Lincoln. He was later honoured
to receive the plaid shawl Lincoln wore at his 1861 inauguration
as an expression of gratitude from Mary Todd Lincoln, after her
husband’s assassination.
During Black History Month, we remember the stories of
women like Marie-Joseph Angélique, who was accused of
starting a fire that destroyed all of, what is now, Old Montreal
on April 10, 1734 (before the abolition of slavery in the British
Empire in 1833). There is no consensus on whether Angélique
started the fire or was accused of it due to her social conditions.
During Black History Month, we remember the struggles,
contributions, and achievements of Black Canadians, knowing
that the more these stories are shared, the more we will come
to know one another.
Submitted by Rev. Pirie Mitchell

91 Askin Street
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www.wesleyknox.com
Facebook
Moving in the Spirit…
A diverse, welcoming, caring
and active faith community.
A place to learn, grow,
build a relationship with God

and make a difference
in the world.
In compliance with Provincial
stay-at-home orders,
staff are working from home.
As earlier in the year,
NO ENTRY to the building is permitted,
not even if you have key and code.
If you need to visit the building for any
reason, please make an appointment
with Arlene, Bill, Karen, or Chris M.
Thank you in advance
for your cooperation.
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Sun. Feb 28
VIRTUAL WORSHIP...anytime!
-Available on You-Tube!
No in-person worship due to
current pandemic procedures.
BOOK CLUB MEETING
-Online, see page 6 for details
Mon. Mar. 01
STAFF RETURN TO BUILDING
-See this newsletter for details
Fri. Mar. 05
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

-Stewardship
-Financial update
-New educational series
-Confirmation

Sat. Mar. 06
FAMILY CONNECTIONS EVENT
-See this newsletter for details

-Prayer Cycle, Worship Resources

Calendar of events as reported to the office as of 2020.02.24
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Loonies for Lent
A time honoured tradition at Wesley Knox is the annual Loonies for Lent collection by the Sunday School over a number of Sundays during Lent. The coins are
collected, counted and the proceeds donated to charity. The donations alternate
between a local charity one year, and an overseas charity the next!
This year the focus is once again a local one and in the age of COVID, we will of
course be going virtual! Each week, an agency in our city that is tackling the issue
of homelessness will be highlighted. In the absence of the coin collection, we are
inviting you to support them making your donation directly to their cause.
Second Sunday in Lent (February 28, 2021):
My Sister’s Place
https://cmhamiddlesex.ca/about-cmha/msp/
My Sister’s Place (MSP) provides support for women facing homelessness, addiction, violence and mental and physical health issues.
CMHA (Canadian Mental Health Association Middlesex) operates the shelter
which in normal times offers day and evening community space, showers, laundry
services, programming, meals, nursing care and counselling to about 150 women a day. During the pandemic, the
doors were closed but MSP was able to keep connected
to close to 120-150 women a day through a window as
they served those that came for snacks, bagged lunches,
water and hot coffee. Harm reduction supplies were also
supplied to those that needed them.
Once they are able to open MSP is also hoping to establish a clinic to help clients deal with their medical needs.
A GoFundMe page has been established to raise $6000 to
purchase equipment.
For more information on the clinic and to donate visit:
https://ca.gofundme.com/f/care-with-a-clinic
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New Family Member Announcements!
New grandbaby for Rev. Pirie and Ruth Mitchell
Felix Lloyd Beaulieu was born January 17 2021; 3 weeks early.
Father is Francois and mom is Kayla. Felix's little brother is Samuel.

Linda and Ron Olson
welcome a new puppy!
Meet Maizie,
who has been wrecking havoc
on home and sleep for the puppy
parents for a few weeks now!
Birthday: December 6, 2020!
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MOMENT FOR MOTHER EARTH…
Everyday conversations lead to change - Did you get a chance to hear Dr. Katharine
Hayhoe, an internationally recognized climate scientist, speaking at the LEN event last
week? This is the best explanation of the current situation I have heard yet! A must
see! Her suggestion for the #1 thing to do to help with the climate crisis is to talk about
it. Talk to your friends, your family, your work, your pension funds, your alma mater, your
book club, your walking buddy, your hairdresser. You can access the recording here: https://
www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=149041910380704&ref=search
Talk about climate change - Western University is reaching out to the public for input into
their strategic planning process. The Strategic Planning Steering Committee welcomes submissions from students, faculty, staff, alumni, partners and community members. Your ideas
will be incorporated with feedback from all consultations taking place from January to March
2021. Western wants to know what should be a top priority for the next 3-5 yrs. and what
must they change to meet those goals.
The City of London and the federal government have both declared a climate emergency. A state of emergency is usually considered a high priority. Universities are funded in
part by tax dollars (which means you and me) because their goal is to educate and inspire
the next generation - a generation that will need to learn how to live in a low carbon world.
Should Western be concerned about the climate crisis? Should it inform everything they do
from course development to focusing research on low carbon solutions and communication
strategies?
Should Western use their resources (students, research, experts) to demonstrate how communities can transition to 100% renewable energy by 2030?
Tell them, YES - we need their top priority to be the climate crisis. Respond to their survey
here: https://strategicplan.uwo.ca/share.html

Monarch Migrations - Have you ever wondered about how the monarchs make it from
London ON all the way to Mexico? What is happening to their winter home? View this free
documentary to learn more: https://www.earthconsciouslife.org/post/pursuing-the-monarchs
-free-film - Feb. 25, 2021 @ 4 pm
https://www.londonenvironment.net/
yes_presents_an_ecological_civilization_the_path_we_re_on
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Family Connections
Saturday, March 6, 2021

Photos of our pancake contest
winner will be included in next
week’s newsletter

A puzzling afternoon
with a Semi-Virtual
Escape Room.

Book Club Meeting February 28 at 3 pm
Join us for an online discussion based
around the book “White Fragility: Why It’s
So Hard for White People to Talk About
Racism” by Robin DiAngelo.
All are welcome to join us, whether you’ve
read the whole book or just started reading
it! We also have copies that are free to borrow if you would like to join us and read
the book afterwards! Contact Mallory if
you would like to borrow a book.

Puzzles and clues will be
dropped off at family
homes. Everyone will
work together over
ZOOM to discover the
ancient words to be able
to escape the dreaded
Zoom meeting.
Because this requires
physical items, Dan will
need to know if your
family will be joining by
March 4.
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NEW EDUCATIONAL SERIES:
"HISTORY & ARCHEOLOGY
OF THE BIBLE"
Begins on Sunday March 14, 2021 @
7:00 pm to 8:30 pm for 6 weeks (not
Easter, ending Sunday April 28, 2021.

STEWARDSHIP
The daylight is lasting longer, the birds are
chirping and, according to the calendar,
in a month we will welcome the season of
Spring. Then the trees will begin to bud
and the gardens will wake up.
Farmers, stewards of the land, will start
sowing their fields.

We will look at 2 videos each Sunday,
followed by a Discussion. The Guidebook for this course can be found at the
following link (it is too large to attach to
this newsletter). It will give you a good
idea of what will be in the lectures. The
remainder of the course will continue in
the fall.

There are many Biblical references to
sowing and harvesting as they apply to
humankind; passages where God is calling
us to be good Stewards.

https://secureimages.teach12.com/
CourseGuideBooks/
DG60010_4T9Y2M.pdf

Stewardship is all encompassing.
It basically includes all we are about at
Wesley Knox.
As a Community, we need to commit to
planting and nourishing our own seeds
of Stewardship. What we harvest will
support our continuing efforts to care for
each other and for those in the wider
community.

Confirmation
Confirmation is a Profession of Faith, an
individual reaffirming what has been promised
on their behalf at their baptism of a child.
The sessions are designed to open conversation
and explore faith and our understanding of God
and the Church. There will be six-90 minute
sessions from March to May, and will work
around participants schedules.

Submitted by the
Resources and Renewal Committee

Financial Update for the
month of January, 2021:

Anyone interested in Confirmation please
contact Dan Leaver
dan@welseyknox.com or
519-673-4803 ext. 203

Revenue $11,188
Expenses $19,253
7

We are part of the United Church of Canada
www.united-church.ca/community-faith/
welcome-united-church-canada

Region 7 - Antler River Watershed
PRAYER CYCLE

Our Region falls within the
Antler-River Watershed, Region #7

BYRON UNITED CHURCH
http://www.byronunited.ca/

https://arwrcucc.ca/

(LOCATED IN London, Ontario)

Region 7 prayer Cycle and other
prayer resources:

Prayers for our church families
enduring grief, loss, or loneliness.

https://www.prayercycles.ca/
antlerriverwatershed
If you or a loved one is dealing with a
difficult time, such as illness,
hospitalization, loneliness, or any of life’s
challenges, our Pastoral Care team is
available for support.

Access daily devotionals here, provided by
“The Upper Room”
https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals
Liturgical Calendar Resources
for worship planning:
https://www.united-church.ca/worshipliturgical-season

Please call the Church office and you will
be contacted by a member of our team:
Linda Olson, Sandra Fox, Brenda Smith,
Liz Dunlop, Paul Stewart ,or Pirie Mitchell.

On evenings and weekends, you may
reach Arlene or Mallory through Facebook
Messenger (you do not need a Facebook
account to do this.)
YOU ARE NOT ALONE.
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