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“News for the Pews” 

CONNECT WITH US! 
 

91 Askin Street 

London, Ontario 

N6C 1E7 
 

519-673-4803 
 

wesleyknox@bellnet.ca  
 

www.wesleyknox.com 
 

 

Facebook 

 

Moving in the Spirit… 

A diverse, welcoming, caring  

 and active faith community. 

A place to learn, grow,  

 build a relationship with God  

 and make a difference  

 in the world. 

As of March 2021 

Monday-Thursday:  

8:30 am to 2:30 pm  

Friday: 8.30 am to 12.30 pm 
 

Remember we are now asking    

everyone to call ahead before           

coming to the building.              

This avoids having too many 

folks in the building and            

overlapping areas in use. 

Sunday, March 07, 2021 

This  
week, in John’s gospel, Jesus finds 
himself in a slug fest with the money 
changers of the temple.  There is strong 

evidence that this act of throwing out the money changers 
was one reason Jesus found himself on the cross only a few 
days later.  The Romans made money from the money 
changers and with Jesus’ behaviour. that challenged the          
Romans as well as the temple authorities.  For those of us 
who think of a sweet Jesus whenever we think of this man, 
the money changers story may help us change our minds 
and have a new appreciation of the man from Nazareth.  I 
would also suggest that if this sort of thing happened once in 
Jesus’ ministry it happened again in other times which are 
not reported in the gospels.  Remember Jesus was a human 
being first! 
 
What was going on in the temple which required money 
changers there in the first place?  Way back in ancient times, 
long before Abraham and Sarah, there were human              
sacrifices offered to the gods.  After the establishment of the 
various tribes of Israel, human sacrifices ceased and animal 
sacrifices were offered instead.  The aroma of the cooking 
meats was supposed to be pleasing to God who lived in 
heaven where the smell of the cooking meat reached him.   
 
The animals to be sacrificed were always domesticated and 
consisted of goats, sheep, cattle, doves and so on.  In some 
cases, domesticated deer were offered.  Wine was also a 
sacrificial element. Sacrifices were offered for particular     

Minister’s Musings 
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In This Edition… 

 
Page 2 -Upcoming Dates to Remember 
 -Church Calendar 
 

Page 3 -Minister’s Musings, continued 
 -Loonies for Lent...project #3 
 

Page 4 -Reopening Ctte message 
 -World day of prayer 
 -Minute for Mission 
 

Page 5 -Moment for Mother Earth 
 

Page 6 -Family Connections event 
 -About tax receipts 
 

Page 7 -Stewardship 
 -Financial update 
 -New educational series 
 -Confirmation 
 

Page 8 -Prayer Cycle, Worship Resources 
 

Pancake contest photos (and winner!) are 
included on the email by separate PDF! 

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER: 

 

Mon. Mar. 01 

 STAFF RETURNED TO BUILDING 

 -See this newsletter for details 

 

Fri. Mar. 05 

 WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

 

 ***OFFICE CLOSED (Vacation Day)*** 

 

Sat. Mar. 06 

 FAMILY CONNECTIONS EVENT 

 -See this newsletter for details 

 

Sun. Mar. 07 

 VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICES 

 Available to watch anytime after to

 day’s date on our YouTube channel! 

 

Sun. Mar. 14 

 VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICES 

 Available to watch anytime after to

 day’s date on our YouTube channel! 

Calendar of events as reported to the office as of 2020.03.03 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 
 

MARCH 5 
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Loonies for Lent 
 

A time honoured tradition at Wesley Knox is the annual 
Loonies for Lent collection by the Sunday School over a 
number of Sundays during Lent.  The coins are                  
collected, counted and the proceeds donated to charity.  
The donations alternate between a local charity one year, 
and an overseas charity the next!   
 

This year the focus is once again a local one and in the 
age of COVID, we will of course be going virtual! Each  
week, an agency in our city that is tackling the issue of 
homelessness will be highlighted.  In the absence of the 
coin collection, we are inviting you to support them making 
your donation directly to their cause. 
 

Third Sunday in Lent (March 07 2021): 
 

519 Pursuit  www.519pursuit.ca 
 

Their story?  On a cold night in November, 2017, a young 
woman took homemade soup out to people sleeping             
outside a local shelter.  They could not get a bed that 
night as the shelter was full.  The next day, she and her 
friend came up with a plan to start 519 Pursuit, whose 
overarching mission is to build friendships among the 
homeless population.   
 

The pandemic has brought about a partnership with the 
London Food Bank.  As more people started living in the 
rough, the need to provide meals ballooned.  519 Pursuit 
started delivering 50 to 100 meals a day, provided for 
through the Food Bank’s homeless lunch initiative.  
 

“We are not so much trying to be another service, there 
are so many great agencies in London, we are trying to 
walk with our friends, back into those services,” say the 
organizers.  Those friendships can trigger larger changes 
– as people are more likely to go appointments, consider 
treatment and re-develop a sense of self-worth.  “The 
more we show up for them, the more they show up for 
themselves.” 
 

For more information on the clinic 
and to donate visit: 
www.519pursuit.ca 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(note 519 Pursuit is now under the 
legal auspices of the London Food 
Bank, so the charitable receipt will 
be provided by the Food Bank)  

occasions.  For example, soon after Jesus was 
born, his parents took him to the temple and     
offered up two doves as a thanks offering.  They 
would have bought the doves from the money 
changers at the temple.  Since the animals were 
being bought in the temple, no foreign currency 
could be used to pay for the sacrificial animals; all 
currency had to be Jewish currency.  What was 
wrong with foreign currency?  They had images of 
the emperor.  No images could be brought into the 
temple. 
 
Please remember that John’s gospel was written 
around the year one hundred.  The writer or          
writers of John’s gospel had the advantage of  
writing about a man who lived in the year 30 with 
the knowledge of the following seventy years of 
his life and the life of the society.  They were also 
privy to the destruction of the temple and the   
Jewish diaspora.  What looks like fortune telling 
really isn’t.  In John’s gospel Jesus is quoted as 
saying “Destroy the temple and in three days I will 
rebuild it.”  In response to the question, “What 
sign can you show for doing this?”  I suspect John 
is getting carried away with the moment.  For one 
thing I cannot believe for a second that a temple 
authority would ask for a sign when Jesus has 
made havoc of the place.  And what does 
“Destroy the temple and in three days I will rebuild 
it.”  This makes no sense in the concrete manner 
as the second temple which was rebuilt by Herod 
and family from 20 BCE to 63 CE.  When Jesus 
overturned the tables of the money changers the 
place was only half built. 
 
It’s all a bit fuzzy John.  
 

Submitted by Rev. Pirie Mitchell 

http://www.519pursuit.ca
http://www.519pursuit.ca
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Greetings Wesley-Knox Family 
 

Just a quick update from your Reopening Committee.  As 
of February 16th, London-Middlesex entered into “Red” 
level restrictions from the Provincial Government.  This 
restriction change also lifted the ‘stay-at-home’ order 
which was also in place. 
 

We have decided to continue with online worship for the 
time being.  We will resume recording the services in our 
beautiful sanctuary for the Sunday, March 7th                   
service.  The staff will return to the building, as necessity 
requires, effective Monday, March 1st.  We will continue to 
encourage members to refrain from entering the building 
unless absolutely necessary.  If you need to come to the 
church, please contact the office to arrange an appoint-
ment.  (Arlene has returned to regular office hours.) 
 

As the case numbers continue to go down, and London-
Middlesex changes its colour rating, we will reassess our 
situation.  As we go through this journey together, we 
choose to err on the side of caution.   
  

Hopefully, soon, we will be able to celebrate worship to-
gether in our church home.  In the meantime, now more 
than ever, it is important that we remain vigilant in prevent-
ing the spread of the Coronavirus.  Remember to follow 
the necessary precautions; wash hands frequently, wear 
your masks, keep social distance and reach out to friends 
and family relatives by phone, email or text to share your 
love.  
 

We are Wesley-Knox Strong!, and 
we will get through this pandemic 
together!!! 
 

Chris Mortlock  
Reopening Committee    

Middlesex-London COVID-19 Vaccine 
Booking System 

Now booking COVID-19 vaccine appointments 
for adults (80+), Indigenous adults (55+) and 
*healthcare workers or essential caregivers 
(*requires username/password from your               

employer or associated facility). 
 

Book your appointment 
You must book an appointment.                          

If you arrive at a clinic without an appointment, 
you will be turned away. 

Book online at 
www.covidvaccinelm.ca 

Call 226-289-3560                               
(8:00 am to 5:30 pm, Monday-Sunday) 

Minute for Mission 

Your generous support of the United 
Church’s Mission and Service Fund can have 
unimagined impacts.  This month’s story is 

about Bill Darnell, whose experiences at 
summer camp contributed to the                      

environmental movement known as Green-
peace.  You can read about it here: 

https://united-church.ca/stories/incredible-
difference-your-gifts-make-bills-story 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER IS THIS FRIDAY MARCH 5 TH!.  
~ Coordinated by The Church of Nazarene ~ 

 

On Friday, after a brief welcome and opening prayer, the ser-
vice video will be viewed during our Zoom videoconferencing 
starting at 2 PM.  The Zoom invitation is below: 
 

Topic: World day of Prayer 
Time: Friday Mar 5, 2021 02:00 PM Eastern Time (US and 
Canada) 
 

FYI:  
Donations can be made (for grant projects that support women 
suffering injustice) either by Donating online through the WICC 
website (can donate any amount online and receive a tax re-
ceipt) OR mail their cheque to the WICC office in Toronto with 
their full mailing address to receive a tax receipt (only dona-
tions of $20 plus will receive a tax receipt if using this method). 
 

FOR INFORMATION HOW TO JOIN THE ZOOM MEETING, 
PLEASE CONTACT: 

 

London First Church of the Nazarene 
176 Wellington St. 

London, ON N6B 2L1  
519-434-6221  

www.londonnaz.ca 

https://covidvaccinelm.ca/
https://united-church.ca/stories/incredible-difference-your-gifts-make-bills-story
https://united-church.ca/stories/incredible-difference-your-gifts-make-bills-story
http://www.londonnaz.ca
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MOMENT FOR MOTHER EARTH… 
 
From Climate Action London: 
 
Reasons for Optimism: 
Feeling the winter blues?  Hear Dr Ella Gilbert, Antarctic climate scientist and veteran environmental 
campaigner, give you reason for optimism. Whether its grassroots campaigners, young people demand-
ing change, or new tech start-ups finding creative answers to difficult questions, there are plenty of rea-
sons to be cheerful." Register on eventbrite:  https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/reasons-to-be-cheerful-part-3-
climate-optimism-for-troubled-times-tickets-132421565467?
aff=ebdssbonlinesearch&keep_tld=1&mc_cid=a53a772315&mc_eid=21346b0174  
 
Environmental News Collaborative: 
Emily Holden, a climate journalist has started this new collaboration because she felt writing about cli-
mate stories is important, but that they don't often reach people like her parents. "My mom cares a lot 
about conservation, and cares about her impact on the planet. She's eager to learn more. And there just 
hasn't been a lot to introduce her to why climate change is happening, why it's relevant to her, and who is 
keeping it from getting better where she is in south Louisiana." 
https://www.floodlightnews.org/ 
 
Climate Action Film Festival: 
CAFF 2021 launches as a two-week fully-digital streaming event the first two weeks of March. In addition 
to the selected films, there will also be streaming panel discussions and breakout conversations with 
filmmakers, climate activists, and organizations committed to facing the climate crisis head-on. https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/climate-action-film-festival-festival-ticket-tickets-133408106237?fbclid=IwAR1-
LieGY8JPa1YLEqnHtcAqpzte_fdyrXp1ttz9YS2-mx-
oGeXikkTnzQg&mc_cid=a53a772315&mc_eid=21346b0174 
 
Curious about Geothermal? 
The Clean Air Council is hosting this webinar, with guest speakers from the Heating, Refrigerating, and 
Air Conditioning Institute of Canada (HRAI) and the Ontario Geothermal Association (OGA) who will pro-
vide an introduction to geothermal systems and installation.  
https://www.londonenvironment.net/geothermal_101_and_the_electrification_cost_study_webinar 
 
Buying Carbon sinks: 
A wide range of environmentally friendly products already exist, but a new Calgary-based online store is 
now offering items made, in part, using greenhouse gas emissions. 
Expedition Air sells an assortment of items manufactured from carbon dioxide including concrete plant-
ers, yoga mats, crayons and paintings. 
Those behind the new venture admit that buying a bar of soap or a pen isn't going to make a big differ-
ence in tackling climate change, but it could push bigger brands to pay more attention to the materials 
they use.https://www.cbc.ca/news/business/bakx-ccs-ccus-carbon-expedition-air-1.5932550 
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Family Connections 

Saturday, March 6, 2021 

 

A puzzling afternoon                         
with a Semi-Virtual                            

Escape Room.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Puzzles and clues will be 
dropped off at family 
homes.  Everyone will 
work together over 
ZOOM to discover the       
ancient words to be able 
to escape the dreaded 
Zoom meeting.   

 

Because this requires 
physical items, Dan will 
need to know if your 
family will be joining by 
March 4.  

ABOUT TAX RECEIPTS 

 

ALL OFFICE-ISSUED TAX RECEIPTS NOT PICKED UP               

DURING OUR CURBSIDE PICK-UP DATED ARE IN 

THE MAIL, TO THE ADDRESS WE HAVE ON FILE 

FOR YOU. 

 

 

All tax receipts were mailed on February 21, 2021.  

If you think that yours is not correct, please feel 

free to call or email the office and the office            

admin will look up the information for you. 

 

You may receive 2 receipts in the mail.  Here is 

one example we have come across so far: 

UCW givings will be generated on a separate               

receipt from those of your spouse. 

 

 

REMEMBER, IF YOU DONATED TO WKUC USING 

THE CANADA HELPS PAGE, THEY ARE NOT            

INCLUDED IN THE TAX RECEIPT ISSUED BY THE             

OFFICE; YOU WERE ABLE TO PRINT THESE                               

YOURSELF AT THE TIME YOU GAVE. 

IF YOU NEED TO ACCESS THEM AGAIN,                             

PLEASE USE THIS LINK TO DO SO: 

CanadaHelps.org (icontact-archive.com)  

 

 

 

HAVE YOU MOVED OR ARE MOVING SOON?                      

PLEASE UPDATE THE OFFICE. 

http://www.icontact-archive.com/archive?c=1779650&f=12030&s=18683&m=231659&t=cbd392c45dc43e6ab4256e4dc6011d0ea9b074a5f5737fcedfcec40f01b46661
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NEW EDUCATIONAL SERIES: 

"HISTORY & ARCHEOLOGY OF THE BIBLE"  

***BEGINS NEXT WEEK!*** 

Begins on Sunday March 14, 2021   @ 7:00 
pm to 8:30 pm for 6 weeks (not Easter Sun-

day) ending Sunday April 25, 2021. 

 

We will look at 2 videos each Sunday,                  
followed by a discussion.  The guidebook for 
this course can be found at the following link 
(it is too large to attach to this newsletter).  It 
will give you a good idea of what will be in the 
lectures.  The remainder of the course will 
continue in the fall.  

 

https://secureimages.teach12.com/
CourseGuideBooks/DG60010_4T9Y2M.pdf  

 

Contact David Knoppert or the WKUC church 
office to register for the Zoom discussions! 

STEWARDSHIP 
 

The daylight is lasting longer, the birds are 
chirping and, according to the calendar,               

in a month we will welcome the season of 
Spring.  Then the trees will begin to bud        

and the gardens will wake up.                     
Farmers, stewards of the land, will start 

sowing their fields. 
 

There are many Biblical references to                    
sowing and harvesting as they apply to                   

humankind; passages where God is calling 
us to be good Stewards.  

 

Stewardship is all encompassing.                     
It basically includes all we are about at            

Wesley Knox. 
 

As a Community, we need to commit to 
planting and nourishing our own seeds                 
of Stewardship.  What we harvest will                

support our continuing efforts to care for 
each other and for those in the wider                

community. 
 

Submitted by the  
Resources and Renewal Committee 

Financial Update for the 
month of January, 2021: 

 

Revenue $11,188  
Expenses $19,253 

Confirmation 

Confirmation is a Profession of Faith, an                    
individual reaffirming what has been promised 

on their behalf at their baptism of a child.                  
The sessions are designed to open conversation 
and explore faith and our understanding of God 

and the Church.  There will be six-90 minute 
sessions from March to May, and will work 

around participants schedules.  

Anyone interested in Confirmation please                
contact Dan Leaver                      

dan@welseyknox.com or                                                 
519-673-4803 ext. 203 

https://secureimages.teach12.com/CourseGuideBooks/DG60010_4T9Y2M.pdf
https://secureimages.teach12.com/CourseGuideBooks/DG60010_4T9Y2M.pdf
mailto:dan@welseyknox.com
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Region 7 - Antler River Watershed 
 

PRAYER CYCLE 

 

MERLIN-FLETCHER PASTORAL CHARGE: 
 

Merlin United Church 

and 

Fletcher United Church 

https://fletcher-kent.ca/FletcherChurch.htm 
 

(Both located in MERLIN, Ontario) 
 

 

Prayers for our church families  

enduring grief, loss, or loneliness. 

 

 

If you or a loved one is dealing with a   

difficult time, such as illness,                          

hospitalization, loneliness, or any of life’s 

challenges, our Pastoral Care team is         

available for support.   

Please call the Church office and you will 

be contacted by a member of our team: 

Linda Olson, Sandra Fox, Brenda Smith,  

Liz Dunlop, Paul Stewart ,or Pirie Mitchell.   

On evenings and weekends, you may 

reach Arlene or Mallory through Facebook 

Messenger (you do not need a Facebook 

account to do this.)   

YOU ARE NOT ALONE. 

We are part of the United Church of Canada 
 

www.united-church.ca/community-faith/

welcome-united-church-canada  
 

 

Our Region falls within the  

Antler-River Watershed, Region #7 
 

https://arwrcucc.ca/ 
 

 

Region 7 prayer Cycle and other                       

prayer resources: 
 

https://www.prayercycles.ca/

antlerriverwatershed 
 

 

Access daily devotionals here, provided by 

“The Upper Room” 
 

https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals 
 

 

Liturgical Calendar Resources  

for worship planning: 

https://www.united-church.ca/worship-

liturgical-season 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION              
DEADLINE IS WEDNESDAYS                

AT 12 NOON                                        
(BUT EARLIER IS BETTER!) 

https://fletcher-kent.ca/FletcherChurch.htm
https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada
https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada
https://arwrcucc.ca/
https://www.prayercycles.ca/antlerriverwatershed
https://www.prayercycles.ca/antlerriverwatershed
https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season

