“News for the Pews”
Sunday, March 14, 2021

CONNECT WITH US!

Minister’s Musings
Pie…mmm…What’s your favourite kind of pie? Everyone has their
own favourite whether it is a traditional apple pie, a super sweet sugar
pie, a savoury dinner pie or a berry pie made with whatever berries you
can find! What’s in your PIE?

91 Askin Street
London, Ontario
N6C 1E7
519-673-4803
wesleyknox@bellnet.ca

On March 14, we celebrate the third annual PIE DAY!
PIE=Public, Intentional, Explicit
To be welcoming to ALL individuals, we need to ensure that our
welcome is public, intentional, and explicit. For many of us, it is a given
that we can walk into any church and be fully welcomed and invited in
for our fully authentic selves. But for some people this simple isn’t
true. People with disabilities, people who identify as 2SLGBTQ+,
immigrants, people with health conditions, BIPOC (Black, Indigenous,
People of Colour)…the list could go on and on.

This year we're asking “What's in your PIE?” What ways have you
been making your community a safer and more inclusive space, and
what 'ingredients' do you need to grow even more? Start by baking up
something new or heating up a trusty familiar recipe...
Why call it PIE Day?
Pie = Deliciousness!
Pi = Ratio of a circle's circumference to its diameter.
The result: an infinite number, starting with 3.14.
PIE = One way of measuring how inclusive we are to
LGBTQIA+ and Two-Spirit people.
Public. Intentional. Explicit. Pi Day = March 14: 3.14
Submitted by Mallory Brennan

www.wesleyknox.com
Facebook
Moving in the Spirit…
A diverse, welcoming, caring

and active faith community.
A place to learn, grow,
build a relationship with God
and make a difference
in the world.

As of March 2021
Monday-Thursday:
8:30 am to 2:30 pm
Friday: 8.30 am to 12.30 pm
Remember we are now asking
everyone to call ahead before
coming to the building.
This avoids having too many
folks in the building and
overlapping areas in use.
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UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER:
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Mon. Mar. 01
STAFF RETURNED TO WORK
IN THE BUILDING

-Upcoming Dates to Remember
-Happy St. Patrick’s Day!
-Loonies for Lent...project #4
-Church Calendar (2 weeks)
-Moment for Mother Earth
-Pancake contest winner!
-Happy Birthday
-Educational series begins
-Council Announcement
-Palm Sunday Palm Parade
-Prayer Cycle, Worship Resources

Fri. Mar. 12
REV. PIRIE TURNS 80!
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
Sun. Mar. 14
SPRING FORWARD!
-Remember to move your
clocks 1 hour forward before bed on
Saturday night.

VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE
-Celebrating PIE Day!
Available to watch anytime after
today’s date on our YouTube channel!
Sun. Mar. 21
VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE
-Communion will take place within the
recorded service...get your supplies ready
ahead of time!
Available to watch anytime after
today’s date on our YouTube channel!

Sun. Mar. 28
VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE
-Palm Sunday with virtual Palm Parade
Available to watch anytime after
today’s date on our YouTube channel!
Thu. Apr. 01
VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE
-Maundy Thursday with Seder meal
(recipes will be provided in the prior
week’s newsletter...make at home!)
Available to watch anytime after
today’s date on our YouTube channel!
Fri. Apr. 02
VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE*
-Good Friday Collaborative Service
*this service will be LIVESTREAMED from
Calvary United Church (details to be
provided closer to date.)
Sun. Apr. 04
EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE
-in-person, offsite service
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Loonies for Lent
A time honoured tradition at Wesley Knox is the annual Loonies for Lent collection by the Sunday
School over a number of Sundays during Lent. The coins are collected, counted and the proceeds donated to charity. The donations alternate between a local charity one year, and an overseas charity the next!
This year the focus is once again a local one and in the age of COVID, we will of course be going
virtual! Each week, an agency in our city that is tackling the issue of homelessness will be highlighted. In the absence of the coin collection, we are inviting you to support them making your
donation directly to their cause.
Fourth Sunday in Lent (March 14, 2021): Unity Project – www.unityproject.ca

The Unity Project began in the summer of 2001 as a tent city in Campbell Memorial Park and led to a peer-supported
shelter at 717 Dundas St. A group of youth activists and homeless individuals formed the tent city to raise public awareness of a desperate situation. Support from Londoners and the City of London led to a permanent location in the heart of
Old Est Village.
The Unity Project housed 35-45 people a night, where the participants handled all the cooking, cleaning and day-to-day
maintenance. Until the start of the pandemic. “Our house is just too small to keep staff and residents safe”. So in March
of last year, the doors were closed and the residents moved into hotels rooms. But that doesn’t mean the Unity Project
stopped working. The 6 apartments for transitional housing are still operating, and the Unity Project staff continue to
serve and assist the homeless population with basic needs, food and counselling.
The Unity Project is a vital part of our city – housing the most vulnerable, and consistently raising their voice about the
issue of homelessness.
For more information and to donate visit: www.unityproject.ca

Calendar of events as reported to the office as of 2020.03.10
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MOMENT FOR MOTHER EARTH…
From Climate Action London:
What if you could offset the pollution caused by your
vehicle each year with a $160 donation (and at the
same time provide jobs and increase the health of
women and children)? Open-fire cooking stoves are
used extensively in developing countries, creating
pollution and causing deforestation. If you are not
able to reduce the emissions of your personal vehicle
this year, would you consider offsetting your emissions by reducing pollution in a developing country?
COMMIT Stove Project:
The Rotary Club of Stratford/COMMIT and Rotary Club of London Hyde Park (Ontario) are working
together on a cookstove project in Nicaragua. A pilot project with six stoves received 100% buy in by
village residents and local government.
.
In parallel, a garden project in one village supports a nursery to reforest denuded areas and replenish
wood used for cooking. Each stove, along with the reforestation component will cost about $125 US.
The potential for carbon saving and global warming reduction is significant.
Interested in supporting this project?
David Knoppert is riding his stationary bike across Canada to raise funds for this initiative and would
love your pledge! Read more about his Virtual Bike Ride here. Information to donate can be found on
the COMMIT website; please specify your donation is for the COMMIT Stove Project.
HOPE Matters:
LEN is hosting this Green in the City event at noon on March 18, with author and speaker Dr. Elin
Kelsey (author of Hope Matters: Why Changing the Way We Think Is Critical to Solving the Environmental Crisis) as well as local youth councillor Rimsha Ashraf from Young London. Register at:
https://www.londonenvironment.net/
hope_matters_tackling_eco_anxiety_and_inspiring_climate_action
Indigenous Sovereignty and Energy Solutions:
March 25, 2021 1 pm
Climate Action Network is hosting a webinar in which you can learn ways in which Indigenous rights
and Indigenous Sovereignty are building community pathways to long-term health and well-being
centered on decarbonization and sustainability. Register here:
https://www.londonenvironment.net/pathways_to_zero_webinar_indigenous_sovereignty
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Thank you to those of you who submitted
photos for the pancake contest that was held
for Shrove Tuesday. There were some very
creative submissions with the winning photos from Richard Yake and E.J. Lamb. They
have already received their prize: pure maple
syrup!

"HISTORY & ARCHEOLOGY OF THE BIBLE"

Begins on Sunday March 14, 2021 @ 7:00 pm
to 8:30 pm for 6 weeks (not Easter Sunday)
ending Sunday April 25, 2021.
https://secureimages.teach12.com/
CourseGuideBooks/DG60010_4T9Y2M.pdf

Thank you to
Arlene Roberts for
arranging the
announcements in
the newsletter, and
also thank you to
Susan Ackland
for judging the
entries.

Contact David Knoppert or the WKUC church
office to register for the Zoom discussions!

davidknoppert@sympatico.ca
Leadership Council Meeting, Wednesday March 17
A key component in our the search for a lead minister
is our Community of Faith Profile. In 2019 an ad-hoc
committee developed the first Profile based on our
earlier needs assessment and a more recent
congregational survey. Our Search Committee has
updated the Profile and will present this to
Council. Normally we would have a congregational
meeting to approve our Profile, but the National
Church has given us the option of having Council act
on behalf of the congregation. All are invited to join
the online meeting on Wed. Mar 17 – details are in the
calendar entry of our website calendar.

As you may be aware, my (slightly devious)
daughter, Sharon, arranged to have most of my
90th birthday cards delivered to a PO Box! Hence
I was presented in the evening of my birthday
(Feb 27th) with a stack of beautiful cards with
wonderful messages, I was overwhelmed where
they all came from. I am truly grateful for all the
sentiments and messages sent to me. Thank you all
from the bottom of my heart. It took me about six
days to sort and read them all. My heart was full of
grateful thanks I thought it might burst.

Palm Sunday Parade
Everyone can make their own palm branches
from tracing their hand several times, cutting
out the tracings, and taping/gluing the hand
tracings to a stick or ruler (this will be the
Sunday School craft on the 21st, but everyone
may participate). During the week of March
22 (dependent on Covid zone regulations),
we can meet outside
of the church and
record everyone with
their homemade
palms waving in the
air, for a palm
parade.

Mike and I are waiting for the day when we can all
gather together to offer our prayers and hymns of
praise and Thanksgiving. Stay safe and healthy
Yours with Christian Love
Margaret & Mike Ryan
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We are part of the United Church of Canada
www.united-church.ca/community-faith/
welcome-united-church-canada

Region 7 - Antler River Watershed
PRAYER CYCLE

WILLIS UNITED CHURCH

Our Region falls within the
Antler-River Watershed, Region #7

https://www.willisunited.ca/

https://arwrcucc.ca/

(Located in DRUMBO, Ontario)
Prayers for our church families
enduring grief, loss, or loneliness.

Region 7 prayer Cycle and other
prayer resources:
https://www.prayercycles.ca/
antlerriverwatershed

If you or a loved one is dealing with a
difficult time, such as illness,
hospitalization, loneliness, or any of life’s
challenges, our Pastoral Care team is
available for support.

Access daily devotionals here, provided by
“The Upper Room”
https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals
Liturgical Calendar Resources
for worship planning:
https://www.united-church.ca/worshipliturgical-season

Please call the Church office and you will
be contacted by a member of our team:
Linda Olson, Sandra Fox, Brenda Smith,
Liz Dunlop, Paul Stewart ,or Pirie Mitchell.
On evenings and weekends, you may
reach Arlene or Mallory through Facebook
Messenger (you do not need a Facebook
account to do this.)

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION
DEADLINE IS WEDNESDAYS
AT 12 NOON
(BUT EARLIER IS BETTER!)

YOU ARE NOT ALONE.
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