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“News for the Pews” 

CONNECT WITH US! 
 

91 Askin Street 

London, Ontario 

N6C 1E7 
 

519-673-4803 
 

wesleyknox@bellnet.ca  
 

www.wesleyknox.com 
 

 

Facebook 

 

Moving in the Spirit… 

A diverse, welcoming, caring  

 and active faith community. 

A place to learn, grow,  

 build a relationship with God  

 and make a difference  

 in the world. 

As of March 2021 

Monday-Thursday:  

8:30 am to 2:30 pm  

Friday: 8.30 am to 12.30 pm 
 

Remember we are now asking    

everyone to call ahead before           

coming to the building.              

This avoids having too many 

folks in the building and            

overlapping areas in use. 

Sunday, March 21, 2021 

Spring  is coming; so let’s talk about seeds for 

a minute.  The Bible has some very 

peculiar notions of seeds and their 

functioning on earth.  If we take a  

moment and look back on Mary’s “immaculate conception” as                   

described in Matthew and Luke, we notice that the people of the first 

century thought that it was only the man who placed the seed in the 

womb of the woman.  She had nothing to do with the fertilization of the 

seed.  She was simply the warm vessel allowing the seed to blossom 

into a child.  The same holds true for the seed in the ground that we 

hear about in John chapter 12.  For the people of the first century the 

seed, planted in the soil, simply dies.  For people of this century the 

seed does not die but grows; the whole process of conception,               

pollination, and growing was are as foreign to the folks in the first             

century as a pig praying.     

John’s gospel in chapter 12 is all about honour.  Please remember that 

when Jesus was murdered on the cross it was designed to be a 

shameful act and remove all honour he had amassed over his adult 

life.  Hanging nude for hours on a cross for the whole town to see, was 

meant to humiliate and erode his honour.  At the time of his death, he 

was humiliated to the full extent any man could be.  The only honour he 

was able to conjure up was that he never cried out in pain while dying.  

John’s gospel attempted to place some honour on his shoulders            

seventy years later.  Why?  Because John’s community were              

desperate to have Jesus be seen as honourable rather than a man 

humiliated by the cross.  In John’s day, how could a man crucified be 

revered as God’s son?  In our 21st century view of Jesus, it is his             

capacity to love and forgive which defines his honour for us.   >>> 

Minister’s Musings 
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In This Edition… 

 

Page 2 -Minister’s Musings, continued 
 -Upcoming Dates to Remember 
 
 

Page 3 -Spring Renewal project 
 -Church Calendar (2 weeks) 
 
 

Page 4 -Moment for Mother Earth 
 
 

Page 5 -In our community 
 -Palm Sunday Parade 
 -... 
 -Eyeglass bin and Battery bin 
 
 

Page 6 -Prayer Cycle, Worship Resources 

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER: 

 

Mon. Mar. 01 

 STAFF RETURNED TO WORK  

 IN THE BUILDING 

 

Sun. Mar. 21 

 VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE 

 -Communion will take place within the 

 recorded service...get your supplies  ready 

 ahead of time! 
 

 Available to watch anytime after              

 today’s date on our YouTube channel! 

 

Mon. Mar 22 

 SPRING RENEWAL PROJECTS BEGIN! 

 -Watch the newsletter for more  

 details and ways you can participate! 

 

Sun. Mar. 28 

 VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE 

 -Palm Sunday with virtual Palm Parade 
 

 Available to watch anytime after             

 today’s date on our YouTube channel! 

 

Thu. Apr. 01 

 VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE 

 -Maundy Thursday with Seder meal 

 (recipes will be provided in the prior 

 week’s newsletter...make at home!) 
 

 Available to watch anytime after             

 today’s date on our YouTube channel! 

 

Fri. Apr. 02 

 VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE* 

 -Good Friday Collaborative Service 

 *this service will be LIVESTREAMED  from 

 Calvary United Church (details to be             

 provided closer to date.) 

 

 BUILDING CLOSED (Holiday) 

 

Sun. Apr. 04 

 EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE 

 -in-person, offsite service 

 

Sat. Apr. 10 

 FAMILY CONNECTIONS EVENT 

 -Watch the newsletters for information. 

John’s gospel, in chapter 12, gently touches on the differ-

ences people see between themselves in the first century.  

It is still seen today.  People in a group are different from 

each other.  Just take a look around a room of people.   

Each looks different and each is different in manner.  And 

groups of people, although differing in individual character-

istics, are often held together by similar values and lan-

guages.  Groups in the first century, like groups in this   

century, are often separated from each other because of 

culture and values.  If you come to a United Church you 

would be invited to participate in the Eucharist.  If a United 

Church person visited a Roman Catholic Church, he or she 

would be denied communion.  Jesus spent his time trying 

to help groups tear down their tribal differences and see 

the humanity in each other.   

Submitted by Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
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Calendar of events as reported to the office as of 2020.03.17 

SPRING RENEWAL PROJECT! 
 

The onset of spring often renews the spirit to purge, clean, donate, recycle, and repurpose 
the    spaces we occupy, and the same applies to our church building! 

 
Over the coming weeks we will be doing all of these things to spaces on the Parlour level                        

of the church, and will be seeking your help; it could be your time, your talents,                                           
or your cash investment in sponsoring a project. 

 
Projects March 22 - 26 

 

If you can assist with the following project(s) sometime in the week of March 22 through 26,              
please connect with Arlene.  (Keep in mind that Tuesday afternoon is not the best timeframe 

to choose as that is recording day.) 
 

1. If you would like to assist with sorting the books in the library (choosing what to keep and 
what to donate) and/or general “de-junking” of the room. (1 or 2 people, preferably in 
same social  circle, and have the ability to be objective, practical, and somewhat ruthless 
in decision-making.) 

2. If you are in need of a vertical style computer desk, and have the ability to take it away. 
3. If you are willing to take away an old computer to the recycling center. 
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MOMENT FOR MOTHER EARTH… 
 

From Climate Action London: 
All About Water 

 

Every time we wash synthetic materials like polyester and nylon, 
tiny plastic fibres break off and up to 40% of these microfibres 
end up in our oceans, lakes and waterways. Polyester fleece is 
the worst offender.  You can reduce the impact by washing your 
fleece less often; wash in cold water; and install a lint trap. Find 
out more here:  
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/quirks/nov-16-watching-wildfire-with-
radar-the-return-of-race-science-and-more-1.5359599/your-
laundry-and-plastic-pollution-which-fabrics-shed-the-most-
microplastics-1.5359608 
 

Water as a Right: 
The London Council of Canadians is asking the City of London to vote to become a Blue Community. A Blue Community 
resolves that water is a human right, to not sell single use plastic water bottles at Citysites and events, and to oppose pri-
vatization of water services.  This project has been voted forward at all levels now and goes to City Council for a vote on 
March 23.  Please contact your councillor AND the following councillors to let them know you want them to vote in favour: 
 

Mike VanHolst mvanholst@london.ca 226-919-7631  Mo Salih msalih@london.ca 226-926-7615 
Josh Morgan joshmorgan@london.ca 226-927-0395  Steve Lehman slehman@london.ca 226-219-7014 
Steven Hillier shillier@london.ca 226-688-7422 
 

Fashion facts: 
Did you know that the global amount of garments produced has doubled in the last 20 years and contributes 10% of the 
global carbon impact?  That it takes 2,650 litres of water to produce one t-shirt? Reduce your fashion carbon footprint by 
buying quality clothing that you will wear for years and check out thrift stores for quality bargains. Learn other fashion facts 
here:  https://wrwcanada.com/en/2021-theme-days/textiles-tuesday 
 

Rain Gardens: 
A rain garden is a landscaped feature that replaces an area of your lawn in order to collect the stormwater (rain and melt-
ed snow) that runs off your grass, roof and driveway. This shallow depression has loose, deep soil that absorbs and natu-
rally filters the runoff, preventing it from entering the storm drain system and, eventually, our waterways. Learn more about 
raingardens here: https://trca.ca/news/complete-guide-building-maintaining-rain-garden/ 
  

Discover incentives that are currently available to help implement energy saving retrofit projects at your business! 
March 25th, 2021 9 am-10 am.  Are you looking into upgrading your HVAC systems? Do your lights need to be updated? 
Wanting to save extra costs by reducing energy usage?  Green Economy London is excited to host this webinar, which will 
discuss current incentive programs available to help make your commercial energy saving retrofits more affordable! Learn 
about programs and available funding that can help you reduce energy usage, carbon emissions and costs. 
 

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/energy-retrofit-incentives-and-savings-webinar-tickets-144686076951?
fbclid=IwAR1BxqPv7li90RNSZ1J-JMCaSypcUGPLvsE_X7ujwvZrbEB9WyvuPPzXwwM 
  

Do you have a cottage near waterfront? Keep a boat at a marina?  Enjoy spending time at the beach? Want to learn if 
trash trapping devices will help your community remove plastic pollution from your waterways?  Sponsored by the U of T 
Trash Team, this workshop will introduce an initiative where we can all work towards individual and collective goals that do 
just that. 
 

Workshop will take place over two days: Wednesday March 24 and Thursday March 25 from 1 pm - 4:30 pm EST 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/workshop-trapping-trash-and-diverting-it-from-our-waterways-tickets-135392284969 
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Palm Sunday Parade 

Everyone can make their own palm branches 
from tracing their hand several times, 
cutting out the tracings, and taping/gluing 
the hand tracings to a stick or ruler (this will 
be the Sunday School craft on the 21st, but 
everyone may participate).  During the week 
of March 22 (dependent on Covid zone regu-
lations),  we can 
meet outside of the 
church and record 
everyone with their 
homemade palms 
waving in the air, for 
a palm parade.  

If you are the  
contact person who  

supervises the  
Eye Glass donation bin  

or the  
Battery Recycle bin,  

please connect with the  
office to come in and empty them… 

they are over-flowing! 

 

Wortley Road Public School wants 

you to know about their awesome 

fundraiser! 

 

Purchase your plants through 

“plantables.ca” using the promo 

code WORTLEY at checkout!  For 

more information, contact the 

WKUC Office Admin, who can 

email you the flyer. 

In our  
community... 

Spring Jokes 
 

Q: Why is the letter A like a flower?  

A: A bee comes after it!  

 

Q: How do you know that bees are happy? 

A: Because they hum while they work.  

 

Q: How excited was the gardener about 

 spring? 

A: So excited he wet his plants.  

 

Q: What kind of socks does a gardener wear? 

A: Garden hose.  

 

Q: What do you call it when worms take over 

 the world? 

A: Global Worming.  

 

Q: What did the mother worm say to the little 

 worm who was late? 

A: Where in earth have you been?”  

Source: https://www.everythingmom.com/jokes-for-kids/spring-

jokes-for-kids 
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Region 7 - Antler River Watershed 
 

PRAYER CYCLE 

 

PORT LAMBTON UNITED CHURCH 
 

 

http://www.portlambtonunitedchurch.com/ 

 
 

(Located in Port Lambton, Ontario) 
 

 

Prayers for our church families  

enduring grief, loss, or loneliness. 

 

 

 

If you or a loved one is dealing with a   

difficult time, such as illness,                          

hospitalization, loneliness, or any of life’s 

challenges, our Pastoral Care team is         

available for support.   

Please call the Church office and you will 

be contacted by a member of our team: 

Linda Olson, Sandra Fox, Brenda Smith,  

Liz Dunlop, Paul Stewart ,or Pirie Mitchell.   

On evenings and weekends, you may 

reach Arlene or Mallory through Facebook 

Messenger (you do not need a Facebook 

account to do this.)   

YOU ARE NOT ALONE. 

We are part of the United Church of Canada 
 

www.united-church.ca/community-faith/

welcome-united-church-canada  
 

 

Our Region falls within the  

Antler-River Watershed, Region #7 
 

https://arwrcucc.ca/ 
 

 

Region 7 prayer Cycle and other                       

prayer resources: 
 

https://www.prayercycles.ca/

antlerriverwatershed 
 

 

Access daily devotionals here, provided by 

“The Upper Room” 
 

https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals 
 

 

Liturgical Calendar Resources  

for worship planning: 

https://www.united-church.ca/worship-

liturgical-season 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION              
DEADLINE IS WEDNESDAYS                

AT 12 NOON                                        
(BUT EARLIER IS BETTER!) 

https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada
https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada
https://arwrcucc.ca/
https://www.prayercycles.ca/antlerriverwatershed
https://www.prayercycles.ca/antlerriverwatershed
https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season

