“News for the Pews”
Sunday, March 28, 2021

CONNECT WITH US!

Minister’s Musings

This

Sunday is Palm Sunday. It occurs usually during
the week of the Jewish Passover. Jesus made his
triumphal entry into Jerusalem exploding with
Jewish tourists, there to celebrate the ancient celebration of Passover.
It was a choice he made to bring more attention to his ministry of the
Kingdom of God and to celebrate, with his friends, the annual festival of
Passover. We need to remember that Jesus was like a well-known
rock star of the first century. He gathered a crowd wherever he went.
So, it wasn’t unusual that people were looking for something great from
this Nazarene sage at this special time of year. The crowd welcomed
him with loud cheers and by covering the road with their cloaks and
palm branches. Passover expectations were huge in the year 30 CE.
Perhaps this was the year the Messiah would appear.
Passover was an uneasy time for the Roman rulers of Judea and the
Jewish rulers in Jerusalem. The city population was multiplied by ten
to accommodate the Jewish visitors from the four corners of the
empire. In the Holy Land, rebellion was always in the air. It was
especially perilous at Passover with so many Jewish tourists in town.
To counteract a local population hot to rebel, Pontius Pilate led his
troops into Jerusalem through another gate at the same time Jesus
entered the city on the back of a donkey. Jesus came into Jerusalem
in about the year 30. The Jewish people finally rebelled in 70 CE when
the Romans put down the rebellion and ordered most of the population
of the Holy Land out of the country.
Jesus was a ‘canny’ man. For Scottish people ‘canny’ means clever
and astute. After entering Jerusalem and disturbing the money
changers in the temple he was now a wanted man. The Romans
authorities and the leaders of the temple all got a cut from the sales of
sacrificial animals and the exchange of money. Jesus was now
>>>
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As of March 2021
Monday-Thursday:
8:30 am to 2:30 pm
Friday: 8.30 am to 12.30 pm
Remember we are now asking
everyone to call ahead before
coming to the building.
This avoids having too many
folks in the building and
overlapping areas in use.

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER:

In This Edition…

Sat. Mar. 27
PALM PARADE VIDEO RECORDING
-Details on page 3 of this newsletter.

Page 2 -Minister’s Musings, continued
-Upcoming Dates to Remember
-Eyeglass bin and Battery bin

Sun. Mar. 28
VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE
-Palm Sunday with virtual Palm Parade.

Page 3 -Palm Parade (this Saturday!)
-Church Calendar (2 weeks)

Available to watch anytime after
today’s date on our YouTube channel!

Page 4 -Easter Display photos
Page 5 -From the I&AD Committee

Thu. Apr. 01
VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE
-Maundy Thursday with Seder meal

Page 6 -Spring Renewal update, Seder
Meal (on You-tube), Reopening
Ctte message

Available to watch anytime after
today’s date on our YouTube channel!

Page 7 -Moment for Mother Earth

Fri. Apr. 02
VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE*
-Good Friday Collaborative Service
*this service will be LIVESTREAMED from
Calvary United Church (details to be
provided closer to date.)

Page 8 -Prayer Cycle, Worship Resources
Minister’s Musings continued…
‘persona non grata’ with the authorities. The ruling classes
could not arrest him during the day. They feared a riot
from the ordinary folk who highly respected and loved
Jesus. So, Jesus was safe in the city during the day.
In the evening he left the city and stayed in the country
where he was safe. The Thursday night he did stayed was
the night of the Last Supper. He was then arrested.

BUILDING CLOSED (Holiday)
Sun. Apr. 04
EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE
-in-person, offsite service
VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE
-Easter Sunday - Resurrection Sunday
Available to watch anytime after
today’s date on our YouTube
channel!

Submitted by Rev. Pirie Mitchell

Mon. Apr. 05
OFFICE OPEN
BULLETIN & NEWSLETTER
-Submissions are due early this week.
Please have them submitted by 2.30 pm
today.

If you are the
contact person who
supervises the
Eye Glass donation bin
or the
Battery Recycle bin,
please connect with the
office to come in and empty them…
they are over-flowing!

Wed. Apr. 07
TELEPHONE AND INTERNET UPGRADES
-Will be taking place today. There may be
interruptions in telephone and internet
communications. Thank you for your
patience.
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Palm “Parade” video
***We are not actually “parading” due to the pandemic. You and your family will stay stationary in your spot along
the Theresa Street sidewalk, waving your home-made palms etc., while the videographer is the one who will
move past the lineup while recording.***
Palm Parade recording:
For Palm Sunday (March 28) we will be recording a “Palm Parade”. Join us outside on Saturday March 27 for
recording of a video. You can either come out at 10 am OR 1 pm Saturday, March 27. Line up along the Theresa
Street sidewalk at 6 ft./2m. social-distancing increments, to wave your homemade palm branches and/or noise
makers if you have some and shout: “Hosanna!” or “Hosanna in the highest heaven!” or “Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord!”. You will remain in place as John parades by while recording. (Mask wearing
while outside is your personal choice).
Please be lined up BY 10 am or 1 pm (arrive earlier than 10 or 1).
RSVP for the parade! We would like to have some idea of who is attending. Even if you don’t RSVP, you are
welcome to simply show up with your palms!
Dan Leaver dan@wesleyknox.com know which time you will be there: 10 am OR 1 pm.
If you cannot come out for the recording you can email photos (no videos please)
of your household with your homemade palms (or even the palms of your hands)
to John McFall john.mcfall@rogers.com by 1 pm Saturday.
Please DO NOT send them to the office email as it is not monitored Fridays after 12 noon.

Calendar of events as reported to the office as of 2020.03.24
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A huge
“Thank You”
to the folks
on our
decorating
Committee
for making
our Easter
display this
week!
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From the Inclusivity and Discernment Committee:
Why We Recite a Land Acknowledgement
We acknowledge that Wesley Knox United Church is located on the traditional lands
of the Anishinaabek (Ah-nish-in-a-bek), Haudenosaunee (Ho-den-no-show-nee),
Lūnaapéewak (Len-ahpay- wuk) and Attawandaron (Add-a-won-da-run) peoples, on lands
connected with the London Township and Sombra Treaties of 1796 and the Dish with One
Spoon Covenant Wampum. This land continues to be home to diverse Indigenous peoples
(e.g. First Nations, Métis and Inuit) whom we recognize as
contemporary stewards of the land and vital contributors of our society.
This land acknowledge has been researched and developed by Western University in collaborations with the indigenous community. This acknowledgement is one of three the University has
provided for use for their works in reconciliation.
Saying a land acknowledgement before worship is meant to recognize the history of the land
we gather on as well as the damages colonialists have done to the indigenous people. These
acknowledgments are to be part of our work, as the church, of reconciliation and continuing to
live into the Church’s Apologies to the First Peoples of North America at the 31st General Council Meeting (1986). The land acknowledgement supports our call to pay respect to Indigenous
peoples. The practice of offering a land acknowledgement in the United Church of Canada came
from the encouragement of the 40th General Council of the Untied Church of Canada (2009) to
“promote mutual respect, peace, and friendship.” Land acknowledgements have now become a
common occurrence at the start of gathers (worship, meetings, classes, convocations).
The land acknowledgement is not to become a static or a token gesture, but to remind us of the
relationship we have with the community around us and the actions of reconciliation towards
Indigenous people who lived before us on the land we gather, and their ancestors who live and
work amongst us today. The statement is an “expression of relationship, acknowledging not
just the territory someone is on, but that person’s connection to that land based on knowledge
that has been shared with them.” — Lindsay DuPré (Metis Nation)
This is why, when we gather for worship, we acknowledge the land we are on, as we continue to
recognize the history of the land and our responsibility for reconciliation
Therefore, as we gather to celebrate and worship a God who has come in Jesus to reconcile and
make new, we acknowledge the land to remind ourselves of the relationship and responsibility
we have in reconciliation with the indigenous communities.
Below are some resources that you may found helpful in learning more about Land
Acknowledgements as well as Treaties and Territories.
United Church of Canada: Acknowledging the Territory in Worship
https://united-church.ca/sites/default/files/
acknowledging-the-territory.pdf
Western University Communications: Land
Acknowledgement
https://communications.uwo.ca/comms/landacknowledgement/
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SPRING RENEWAL PROJECT!

If you would like to participate in the
Virtual Seder Meal (on YouTube),
here are the ingredients you can purchase
(as was in last weeks sermon).

Update for the week of March 29-April 02
We have several projects in motion, including:

The first Passover night began on the night the children
of Israel were to escape from Egypt and begin their new
lives as free people, all be it in the desert as a wandering
nomadic nation. Moses instructed the children of Israel
to prepare for the journey. They were to take unleavened bread, lamb meat and their possessions. The day
before they escaped, they took the blood of the lamb
and painted the door posts of their homes so the angel
of death would “pass over” their households and spare
them the agony of the death of a first-born child. From
that time on the Jewish families get together each year
and eat a meal which included these staples:

-Volunteers have stepped forward to sort out the
library (more updates to follow)
-A volunteer has offered to safely dispose of the old
computer
-The computer desk may have a new home
(but it has not been finalized, so if you need one,
please let us know.)
-The “spare office” between the office admin and the
minister’s office is getting a facelift! It has been
“de-junked” and rearranged, the wall paper will
be removed, it will be repainted, and repurposed
as the “printing room”. The hall
way in the office pod will be left
clear for fire and safety reasons.

Z'roa:
Beitzah:
Maror:
Karpas:

If you are willing to help us with your
time and talents on these projects, or
you have an idea, or you would like to
financially sponsor a project, (in part
or in whole), please let us know!

Haroset:

Hazeret:

a lamb shank represents a symbolic
offering to the temple.
the egg is a symbol of rebirth.
bitter herbs such as horseradish signify
the bitterness of enslavement.
a non-bitter vegetable, often parsley, which is
dipped in salted water to symbolize tears.
a mixture of apple, nuts and wine that
represents the mortar and bricks used by the
enslaved Israelites.
another bitter herb, such as romaine lettuce.
Some feasts do not use a second bitter herb.

Reopening Committee Message
On this past Wednesday, March 24th Reopening Committee meeting, it was discussed that as we are entering the “Third wave” of
the Coronavirus, that we will continue to suspend “in-person” worship services. We will continue to record our Virtual services for
your worship experience.
As you may notice in this week’s recording, our beautiful sanctuary has been wonderfully decorated for Palm Sunday and Easter
Sunday. We, the Reopening Committee would like to offer our overwhelming thanks to Paul and Cindy Stewart for their decorating
prowess. The time that it takes for Paul and Cindy to decorate our sanctuary is greatly appreciated, more especially at these times
when we cannot attend worship in our sanctuary with our church family. Thank you again Paul and Cindy for all your dedication to
making our worship space so wonderful for virtual worship.
As we continue to monitor the local number of cases of Covid-19 infection, we will continue to work toward the reopening of our
sanctuary for “in-person” worship
We will continue to update you, our church family, as the situation changes. Remember to stay safe, follow and encourage all the
safety protocols and procedures and remember that we are Wesley-Knox Strong!
Chris Mortlock, Chair
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MOMENT FOR MOTHER EARTH…
From Climate Action London:
The Government of Canada wants to hear from you on how Canada can continue to increase action on climate change across the country!
Having released a detailed federal plan to achieve and exceed Canada’s current
2030 reduction target in December 2020, Canada is setting a new greenhouse gas
emission reduction target and they want your input on what the new target should
be. Please complete this 15 min survey
https://eccc.sondage-survey.ca/f/s.aspx?s=54A2F3AA-E3E8-450F-BD7977D704FB62A3&ds=web&lang=EN&fbclid=IwAR2s21bCjQXBXns_Xa9PTz9q42eIIcfevkBJ5c4aslOnHaDlToymC6uCU5g

Award Winner:
Nicole Rycroft, founder and executive director of Canopy, a non-profit organization that works with the forest industry’s
biggest customers to develop sustainable solutions, has been awarded the US$3 million Climate Breakthrough Award.
She works with factories and labs to create fibre from waste products like straw and waste textiles to replace packaging,
paper products and clothing traditional made from forest resources so that old growth forests can continue to do their more
important work of sequestering carbon.
https://thenarwhal.ca/nicole-rycroft-climate-breakthrough-award/?
utm_source=The+Narwhal+Newsletter&utm_campaign=fb8da084f9-March+18+2021+%E2%80%94+Newsletter+%E2%
80%94+non-members&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_f6a05fddb8-fb8da084f9-108599188
Sign the Petition:
We, the undersigned, your petitioners, call upon the Government of Canada to increase emissions reductions ensuring
that our country will meet the Paris Agreement targets and to make sure that the advisory body created to provide the Minister of Environment with advice with respect to achieving net-zero emissions by 2050 be comprised exclusively of scientific experts.
https://petitions.ourcommons.ca/en/Petition/Details?Petition=e-3221
The Power of Solar to change the world:
A U of T engineering student is providing zero-emissions energy to rural homes and businesses in Nigeria. Reeddi
(pronounced "ready"), founded by Olugbenga Olubanjo, uses a solar-powered “electricity bank,” wherein portable power
packs can be rented for 24 hrs and then returned for recharging. https://news.engineering.utoronto.ca/reeddi-powers-upstartup-brings-portable-renewable-electricity-to-rural-areas/
How does your garden grow?
Looking for a source of vegetable seedlings for your garden? Check out https://plantables.ca/

Wortley Road Public School wants you to know about
their awesome fundraiser!
Purchase your plants through “plantables.ca” using the
promo code WORTLEY at checkout!
For more information, contact the WKUC Office Admin,
who can email you the flyer.
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In our
community...

We are part of the United Church of Canada
www.united-church.ca/community-faith/
welcome-united-church-canada

Region 7 - Antler River Watershed
PRAYER CYCLE

ST. JOHN’S UNITED CHURCH

Our Region falls within the
Antler-River Watershed, Region #7

(Located in Springfield, Ontario)
Prayers for our church families
enduring grief, loss, or loneliness.

https://arwrcucc.ca/

IN OUR COMMUNITY:
Celebrating the life and work of

Region 7 prayer Cycle and other
prayer resources:

Geertruida “Trix” Denney

https://www.prayercycles.ca/
antlerriverwatershed

https://www.amgfh.com/condolences/
obituary.aspx?id=174569

Access daily devotionals here, provided by
“The Upper Room”

If you or a loved one is dealing with a difficult
time, such as illness, hospitalization,
loneliness, or any of life’s challenges, our
Pastoral Care team is available for support.

https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals
Liturgical Calendar Resources
for worship planning:
https://www.united-church.ca/worshipliturgical-season

Please call the Church office and you will be
contacted by a member of our team:
Linda Olson, Sandra Fox, Brenda Smith,
Liz Dunlop, Paul Stewart ,or Pirie Mitchell.
On evenings and weekends, you may reach
Arlene or Mallory through Facebook
Messenger (you do not need a Facebook
account to do this.)

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION
DEADLINE IS WEDNESDAYS
AT 12 NOON
(BUT EARLIER IS BETTER!)

YOU ARE NOT ALONE.
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