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“News for the Pews” 

CONNECT WITH US! 
 

91 Askin Street 

London, Ontario 

N6C 1E7 
 

519-673-4803 
 

wesleyknox@bellnet.ca  
 

www.wesleyknox.com 
 

 

Facebook 

 

Moving in the Spirit… 

A diverse, welcoming, caring  

 and active faith community. 

A place to learn, grow,  

 build a relationship with God  

 and make a difference  

 in the world. 

Office Hours: 
As of APRIL 2021 

Lockdown orders in effect.               

Please call ahead as there 

are no regular office hours. 
 

Remember we are now asking    

everyone to call ahead before           

coming to the building.              

This avoids having too many 

folks in the building and            

overlapping areas in use. 

Sunday, April 11, 2021 

The  
focus this week is the encounter with the ghost 

like appearance of Jesus in a locked room con-

taining his disciples minus, Thomas the Doubter.  

Jesus suddenly appears among them.  Now the four gospels have 

named as many as twenty-three disciples.  On this occasion Thomas 

was not there when they were gathered.  Thomas seems to have had a 

personality where he needed solitude when a traumatic event occurred 

in his life such as Jesus’ death.  The rest of the disciples needed each 

other in times of their trauma. 

 

Thomas was known as the “twin” an adjective applied which we cannot 

readily explain.  But his doubting is a common attribute which can be 

applied to all of us at times in our lives.  As Christian men and women 

we rarely talk about the times we doubt in our faith, but it happens to all 

of us.  I remember getting a scolding by a parishioner when I said one 

Sunday morning, “There are a few times when I get up some mornings 

and my faith seems to have drained out my ears between bedtime and 

sunrise.  But I found it again when I begin to interact with people.” 

 

Today in the Mediterranean world, contact with the paranormal is not 

unusual.  Here in Canada in the 21st century this is not an event we 

observe.  However, in the world of Jesus, it was an accepted happen-

ing of daily life.  When Jesus suddenly appeared to his disciples in a 

locked room, as if he came through the wall, people of the first century 

would have accepted this paranormal as normal.  People of this day 

and age and location would find it hard to believe.  Often Jesus ap-

peared to disciples this way after his death.  We do even hear today of 

near-death experiences where the person affected will experience an 

Minister’s Musings 
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In This Edition… 

 

Page 2 -Minister’s Musings, continued 
 -Upcoming Dates to Remember 
 

Page 3 -Reopening Committee 
 

Page 4 -Spring Renewal update 
 -Church Calendar (2 weeks) 
 

Page 5 -Battery & Eyeglass Recycle 
 -KSS online concert (Apr. 17) 
 

Page 6 -Minute for Mission 
 

Page 7 -Moment for Mother Earth 
 -Nicaraguan Stove Project 
 

Page 8 -Prayer Cycle 
 -Worship Resources 

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER: 

 

Thurs. Apr. 08 

 OFFICE CLOSED... 

 ...as per stay-at-home orders. 

 
Sat. Apr. 10 

 FAMILY CONNECTIONS EVENT @ 4 pm 

 As Ontario regulations do not permit us to 

 be outside, we will gather on Zoom and 

 play Dr Seuss Jeopardy.  Please let me 

 know if your family plans to join in.  Final 

 details/plans will be shared soon. 

 

Sun. Apr. 11 

 VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

 Available to watch anytime after             

 today’s date on our YouTube channel! 

 

Sun. Apr. 18 

 VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE 

 -Guest Worship Leader Glen Pearson 

 

 Available to watch anytime after             

 today’s date on our YouTube channel! 

 

Sun. Apr. 25 

 VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

 Available to watch anytime after             

 today’s date on our YouTube channel! 

 

Sun. May 02 

 VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

 Available to watch anytime after             

 today’s date on our YouTube channel! 

 

Sat. May 08 

 FAMILY CONNECTIONS 

 EVENT 

 -Details will be provided 

 closer to date. 

 

Sun. May 09 

 HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY 

 

Sun Jun. 20 

 HAPPY FATHER’S DAY 

out of body moment or hear and see someone from their 

past, or a person of faith.  Perhaps we need to be a little 

more sensitive in this day and age to paranormal experi-

ences and not so easily dismiss them as immaterial and 

irrelevant or impossible. 

 

The writer(s) of the gospel of Luke was the same writer(s) 

for the book of Acts.  In fact, they were one book in the 

beginning called Luke-Acts.  Early on they were separated 

by John’s gospel at the point of the resurrection.  The writ-

er of the gospel of Luke got much of his material from 

Mark and a book called “Q”.  We know there was another 

book written in the early sixties.  Although we do not have 

an original copy, we have constructed a copy from the 

parts of Matthew and Luke which share the same material 

and which was not in Mark’s gospel.   Sometimes it is a 

worthwhile exercise to read Luke and Acts together.   

 

Submitted by Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
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Message from the Reopening Committee 
 

After a rough start, your Reopening Committee met by Zoom on Wednesday, April 7th.  (We had a 

Zoom link that didn’t work, then scrambled to get a new link and make sure that we all got online to 

the meeting! We certainly felt like Muppets!)  We discussed the latest developments in the provincial 

lockdown restrictions, which now include stay-at-home orders, and how this affects the way we  

conduct the life and work of the church and the way we produce your worship videos. 

 

We will revert to our previous practices as we have over the last year                                               

when we have stay-at-home orders: 

 There is almost no activity taking place at the building. 

 Staff will work from home, where possible. (This means the office is closed again.) 

 Regular security checks and building maintenance will occur on a regular basis. 

 Mail received through the mail slot is collected regularly and stored in a secure location.  We 

have installed methods for the mail to drop safely and not be scattered all over the floor. 

 Spring Renewal projects taking place may continue, just with different restrictions in place to 

keep people safe and comfortable to do so.  Please connect with Arlene to make arrangements. 

 Video recording at the facility will be suspended, unless there is no alternative.  If you would like 

to contribute with scripture, candle-lighting, music, or any other idea, please connect with Pirie, 

John, Karen, or Dan. 

 Anyone coming to the 

building will continue 

with the usual proto-

cols we have always               

followed with masking, 

sanitizing, COVID 

waiver, and signing in 

and out of the contact 

tracing log. 

 

Provincial guidelines are 

here: 

https://covid-

19.ontario.ca/zones-and

-restrictions 

 

STAY HOME & STAY 

SAFE! 
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   Calendar of events as reported to the office as of 2020.03.31 

SPRING RENEWAL PROJECT! 
Update for the week of April 11 

 

We have several projects in motion, including: 
 

-A volunteer has evaluated the library contents and Faith Formation Committee will 
make several decisions about the function of the library and the contents. 
 

-The “spare office” between the office admin and the minister’s office is getting a 
facelift!  Thank you to Neil Eadie, Ron Olson, and Topher Beck for taking on the daunt-
ing task of removing the wallpaper.  You never know what you’ll find under wallpaper, 
and it proved to be true in this case! 
 

-We are removing the large cabinet from the spare office that used 
to hold the paper (not the bookcase) .  If you want it, and have the 
ability to remove it, please let us know. 
 

-We had mice in the Sacrament cupboard at some point before the 
pandemic started, and we have volunteers who will be cleaning it in 
the upcoming weeks. 
 

If you are willing to help us with your time and talents on these pro-
jects, or you have an idea, or you would like to financially sponsor a 
project, (in part or in whole), please let us know! 

LOCKDOWN MEANS  

MODIFIED OFFICE HOURS 

FOR THE MONTH.         

CALL AHEAD! 
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***DOES ANYONE KNOW  
WHO MAINTAINS THE                        

EYEGLASS BIN OR                       
THE BATTERY BINS? *** 

 
If you are the  

contact person who  
supervises these 

please connect with the  
office to come in and empty them… 

they are over-flowing! 
 

Thank you! 

The Karen Schuessler Singers presents its second online 

concert, “Where Is Love?  The Foundation of Our 

World”. Join us Saturday, April 17 at 7:00 PM online. 

This 30-minute online concert explores the many facets 

of Love, including the drive for two things to come       

together to become one.  At the heart of nature and the 

cosmos, this Love’s impulse fuels our deep desire to feel 

at one with our world.  Music by Morten Lauridsen,   

Pete Seeger, Paul Halley and more,                                 

including music from Missa Gaia.  

 

The concert link will be posted on the KSS                        

homepage: www.kssingers.com just before the concert. 

Find more information about the concert there now.             

See you there! 
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MINUTE FOR MISSION 
 

We Will Not Give Up on Them  

Brenda was close to nine months pregnant and living in a tent. She and her partner Gail 

couldn’t find housing they could afford. In Hamilton, Ontario, the waiting list for subsidized 

housing is long – for some, over 10 years. With no other options, Brenda and Gail moved into 

a homeless encampment. They started to go to Wesley Urban Ministries, an outreach minis-

try of The United Church of Canada. There, they accessed meals, showers, and housing sup-

port. Wesley staff found a place for them to live temporarily. During this time, Brenda gave 

birth to a beautiful baby girl.  
 

Tragically, because Brenda and Gail don’t have stable housing, their baby was put in tempo-

rary custody. Housing workers at Wesley are working hard to help them get settled and reu-

nite their family. “Despite all their hardships, they remain motivated. They show up for ap-

pointments and keep a positive outlook. We will not give up on them,” says a housing worker.   
 

Your Mission & Service gifts support Wesley’s Day Centre where 100 homeless people find 

help each day. When the city deemed it an essential service, Wesley expanded its hours.   
 

“Only 13 people are allowed inside at any given time during lockdown. Everyone is really 

good about coming in, getting warm, having a meal, and leaving so others can come in,” says 

Andrea Buttars, the director of resource development and social enterprise. Buttars says that 

during the pandemic, clients have had difficulty meeting practical needs. “Our clients have 

had a hard time finding bathrooms or having a shower because malls and libraries are closed. 

We are renting a trailer that has showers and washrooms in it,” she says.   
 

Now that so many work from home, people are moving into the area from bigger centres. 

“That has a trickle down effect. We used to say that we had a housing quality problem. Now, 

we have a housing shortage problem, too,” she says.  

As the pandemic strains social support networks, Wesley continues to step up. “We are com-

mitted to keep essential programs open and to reduce the spread of COVID-19. Research has 

found that the homeless are five times more likely to die of COVID-19,” says Buttars. 

“Through Mission & Service, the United Church helps us serve people who are very much at 

risk right now.” 
 

Your generosity through Mission & Service (opens in a new tab) helps support Wesley Urban 

Ministries and other community ministries as they respond to growing homelessness and 

economic stress during the COVID-19 pandemic. Thank you. 
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MOMENT FOR 
MOTHER 
EARTH… 

  

Want to feel inspired 
about a vision for a low 
carbon future? The film 
2040 imagines what the 

future could look like if we implement the technolo-
gies we have already developed. Hint: it is super 
cool! Sign up to get a link to watch the movie for free 
between April 6-12. Then hop on one of our discus-
sion chats from April 7-12 to talk about what you 
might like to see happening here in London. Check 
out the schedule to see which city official will be on 
which call. Please join the conversation. Register 
through eventbrite: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/2040-
the-film-for-the-future-tickets-148528038361 
 
Carbon capture: 
Bill Gates' new book makes the case for investing in 
new technology.  This study however argues that the 
best carbon capture comes from protecting old 
growth forests. https://www.greenbiz.com/article/best-
carbon-capture-technology-leaving-forests-alone 
 
Is Solar Geo-Engineering the answer? 
Want to learn more about the research being done on 
Geo-engineering?  Ralph Martin compares our pro-
gress in reducing greenhouse gas emissions to a 
highly rated hockey team frittering away their final 
series until they are down a goal in the last minute of 
the last period in the last game and then pulling their 
goalie to gain more offence. Is geo-engineering 
a desperate last minute effort that could backfire and 
seal our demise?  Read more here, with links to cur-
rent research: https://
www.nationalobserver.com/2021/04/05/opinion/solar-
geoengineering-pulling-goalie-hockey-game 
 
Ralph Martin has a PhD in plant science and is the 
founder of the Organic Agriculture Centre of Canada. 
He also previously served as professor and Loblaw 
Chair in Sustainable Food Production at the Universi-
ty of Guelph. 

 

 

Environment Sunday  

April 18
th

 , 2021 

2 pm 

 

How YOU Can  

Easily Offset  

Your Carbon Imprint 

 
 

Join David Knoppert and Doug  

Thompson for a compelling presentation 

on climate change, social justice, our  

responsibility and how you can do  

something to help, right now. 

 

ZOOM LINK : 

 

Time: SUN Apr 18, 2021 2:00 PM East-
ern Time (US and Canada) 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86022140207 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86022140207
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Region 7 - Antler River Watershed 
 

PRAYER CYCLE 

 

WATFORD UNITED CHURCH 
 

(Located west of Strathroy) 
 

 

Prayers for our church families  

enduring grief, loss, or loneliness. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

If you or a loved one is dealing with a difficult 

time, such as illness, hospitalization,              

loneliness, or any of life’s challenges, our   

Pastoral Care team is available for support.   

Please call the Church office and you will be 

contacted by a member of our team:  

Linda Olson, Sandra Fox, Brenda Smith,        

Liz Dunlop, Paul Stewart ,or Pirie Mitchell.   

 

On evenings and weekends, you may reach 

Arlene or Mallory through Facebook               

Messenger (you do not need a Facebook                

account to do this.)   

YOU ARE NOT ALONE. 

We are part of the United Church of Canada 
 

www.united-church.ca/community-faith/

welcome-united-church-canada  
 

 

Our Region falls within the  

Antler-River Watershed, Region #7 
 

https://arwrcucc.ca/ 
 

 

Region 7 prayer Cycle and other                       

prayer resources: 
 

https://www.prayercycles.ca/

antlerriverwatershed 
 

 

Access daily devotionals here, provided by 

“The Upper Room” 
 

https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals 
 

 

Liturgical Calendar Resources  

for worship planning: 

https://www.united-church.ca/worship-

liturgical-season 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION              
DEADLINE IS WEDNESDAYS                

AT 12 NOON                                        
(BUT EARLIER IS BETTER!) 

https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada
https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada
https://arwrcucc.ca/
https://www.prayercycles.ca/antlerriverwatershed
https://www.prayercycles.ca/antlerriverwatershed
https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season

