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Sunday, April 18, 2021  
~ Third Sunday of Easter ~ 

Virtual Service 
Worship led by the Reaching Out Committee 

 

 

Worship Team: Tony Haworth, Melville/Cline family (Mike, Keely & Jen),  
 Andrew Prentice and Gillian La Belle, Brian Dalton, Dianne Knoppert 
 

Guest Speaker: Henry Reinders from the Canadian Foodgrains Bank,  
 Regional Representative for Ontario & Quebec 
 

Music Team: Karen Schuessler, Hymn Leaders, Special Music 
 

All components of the worship service are recorded at  
either the participants homes or previously recorded videos in order to comply 

with Ontario’s stay-at-home orders. 
 

 

VU = Voices United hymnal  MV = More Voices hymnal 
Please sing along at home; we have provided the lyrics! 

 

 

Prelude: Canticle (Jim Scott) Karen Schuessler Singers 
 [previously recorded: KSS Missa Gaia CD] 
 

Welcome and Life & Work of the Church Tony Haworth 
 

Call to Worship Tony Haworth 
 

Opening Prayer (in unison) Tony Haworth 
 

God the creator of all things, we often lose sight of the fact that we are only a small 
part of your handiwork.  We sometimes view all we can see and touch as resources 
we can command and exploit.  Yet in moments of thoughtful reflection we have the 
capacity to recognize that the grandeur of all things vastly overshadows these self-
serving and fleeting designs.  But today is a new day; unfettered by past mistakes 
and misjudgments.  We ask for your guidance and blessing today as we gather 
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together.  Open our minds and our hearts so that we may learn to lead fuller, more 
enlightened lives.  And instill in us the wisdom to accept that our relationships with 
you and creation are one.  Amen 
 

Lighting of the Christ Candle Keely and Mike Melville 
 

Indigenous Land Acknowledgement Tony Haworth 
 

Hymn: Touch the Earth Lightly VU 307 verses 1 & 3 
[previously recorded April 19, 2020 with hymn leader Tony Haworth] 

 

1. Touch the earth lightly, use the earth gently, 
 nourish the life of the world in our care: 
 gift of great wonder, ours to surrender, 
 trust for the children tomorrow will bear. 
 

3. Let there be greening, birth from the burning, 
 water that blesses and air that is sweet, 
 health in God’s garden, hope in God’s children, 
 regeneration that peace will complete. 

 

Learning with Children Jen Cline 
 

Lord’s Prayer (in unison) (VU page 921) Andrew Prentice and Gillian La Belle 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed by thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
 forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Readings 
 

 Scripture reading: Genesis 1: 24-31 and Psalm 104: 25-28 Brain Dalton 
 

Special Music: Let Everything That Hath Breath (Jeffrey Ames) 

 Mysterium Video – 2015 with Briana Kennedy, soloist 
 

Introduction of Guest Speaker Diane Knoppert 
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Guest Speaker: Climate and Hunger Henry Reinders 
Canadian Foodgrains Bank, Regional Representative for Ontario & Quebec 

 

Hymn: To Show by Touch and Word VU 427 verses 1 & 3 
 [previously recorded on October 4, 2020 with hymn leader Sheila Carson] 
 

1. To show by touch and word devotion to the earth, 
 to hold in high regard all life that comes to birth, 
 we need, O God, the will to find 
 the good you had of old in mind. 
 

3. Let love from day to day be yardstick, rule, and norm, 
 and let our lives portray your word in human form. 
 Now come with us that we may have 
 your wits about us where we live. 

 

Minute for Mission Margo Bettger-Hahn 
 

Offertory Prayer Tony Haworth 
Your continued financial support is most gratefully appreciated.  https://wesleyknox.com/givings/ 

 

God, time and again you have shown us that selfless giving is an act of love that 
has the power to change the world.  The world desperately needs change.  May the 
act of giving change us, that we may be better agents of your will and stewards of 
the earth.  This in Christ we pray, Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People Tony Haworth 
 

We pray to you O God, with thoughts consumed by worry, pain, loss and grief. Hear 
our prayers as we open ourselves to your healing presence.  You know our petitions 
before the words leave our lips, but we also know that the act of praying itself is a 
gift that changes and restores us. 
 

We reach out now not only for ourselves, but for our sisters and brothers around the 
globe who face intolerable challenges and torments.  For those living with 
oppressive leadership and who are denied the basic freedoms we take for granted, 
such as in Myanmar.  For victims of armed conflict such as in Yemen and Ethiopia.   
For those who are threatened by natural or human-caused disasters such as 
famine, flooding, extreme temperatures, fires, disease or accidents.  For those who 
experience racism, sexism, ageism, homophobia or other kinds of prejudice in all its 
forms, especially those of African or Asian descent, indigenous people and the 
LGBTQ2 community.  For those among us who suffer from addictions, are 
homeless, unemployed, or victims of any kind of abuse or violent act.  For those 
who feel abandoned and alone.  For those who are sick or dying and for anyone 
who has or is losing someone they love.   
 

We also pray for the world and its natural wonders.  We know we have the ability to 
be caring stewards of the earth.  Plant within each of us a feeling of hope for the 

https://wesleyknox.com/givings/
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future that cannot be extinguished and that will drive us toward a sustainable way of 
life based on a deep respect for vital ecosystems as well as all species and their 
habitats. 
 

Hear all our prayers lord, including the unspoken ones.  May our prayers be a 
catalyst to healing and needed change in us, through us, between and among us.  
Amen. 

 

Hymn: This is God’s Wondrous World VU 296 all verses 
[previously recorded on April 19, 2020] 

 

 
1. This is God’s wondrous world, 
 and to my listening ears 
 all nature sings, and round me rings 
 the music of the spheres. 
 This is God’s wondrous world; 
 I rest me in the thought 
 of rocks and trees, of skies and seas, 
 God’s hand the wonders wrought. 
 

2. This is God’s wondrous world: 
 the birds their carols raise; 
 the morning light, the lily white, 
 declare their Maker’s praise. 
 This is God’s wondrous world: 
 God shines in all that’s fair; 
 in the rustling grass or mountain pass, 
 God’s voice speaks everywhere. 
 

 

3. This is God’s wondrous world: 
 O let me ne’er forget 
 that though the wrong seems oft so strong, 
 God is the ruler yet. 
 This is God’s wondrous world: 
 why should my heart be sad? 
 Let voices sing, let the heavens ring: 
 God reigns, let earth be glad! 
 

 

Commissioning & Benediction Tony Haworth 
 

God has blessed us with power; a power that can change the world.  With Christ as 
our example, let’s go out into the world and give this power back to God, as 
instruments of God’s will.  Amen. 

 

Response (in unison) VU 298 
[previously recorded on October 4, 2020 with hymn leader Sheila Carson 

 

 When you walk from here, when you walk from here, 
 walk with justice, walk with mercy, and with God’s humble care. 
 

Postlude: The Well-Tempered Wood Thrush (Wood thrush & Bach, arr. Paul Winter) 
[free online video previously presented on April 19, 2020] 

 

WK Coffee Time: Stay tuned to find out who Glen or Jane speaks with this week! 
 


