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Sunday, April 25, 2021  
~ Fourth Sunday of Easter ~ 

Virtual Service 
 

 

Worship Team: Rev. Pirie Mitchell, Dan Leaver, Pearson/Roy family,  
 Jane Walker, Jen Paterson 
 

Music Team: Karen Schuessler, Hymn Leaders, Special Music: Junior Choir 
 

All components of the worship service are recorded at  
either the participants homes or previously recorded videos in order to comply 

with Ontario’s stay-at-home orders. 
 

 

VU = Voices United hymnal  MV = More Voices hymnal 
Please sing along at home; we have provided the lyrics! 

 

 

Prelude: For the Beauty of the Earth (arr. Koerts) Karen Schuessler 
 [previously recorded May 31, 2020] 
 

Welcome and Life & Work of the Church Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

Call to Worship Dan Leaver 
 

We are called to be the church, not a building, but a community of the faithful.              
We meet together as a faithful community under the banner of Jesus the Anointed 
One.  We come together with our collective but differing faith.  We are a people 
prone to stumble as we walk in the shoes of the builder.  Help us today O Lord to 
recognize that everyone we meet on the road to faith may very well have a different 
understanding of Jesus’ ministry, and because they are different from me it does not 
mean that they are wrong.  Be with us we pray in this morning’s worship.   

 

Opening Prayer (in unison) Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

Oh God of us all, help us accept that each one of us is a unique person.  There 
is no other person on this earth who reflect our exclusively personal DNA.  So 
why do we expect, in matters of faith, that all of us have to reflect the same 
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boundaries of belief?  Help us loosen the bindings which cause us to reject 
others because they are not like us.   
 

When Jesus was with us, he was constantly harassed by the authorities 
because he did not have the earthly church status to lead.  Help us recognize 
the faithful among us who lack the credentials giving them status. 
 

Lighting of the Christ Candle Dan Leaver 
 

Indigenous Land Acknowledgement Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

Hymn: God of the Sparrow VU 229 verses 1, 4, 5, 6 
[previously recorded September 6, 2020 with hymn leader Christian Haworth] 

 

1. God of the sparrow God of the whale 
 God of the swirling stars 
 How does the creature say Awe 
 How does the creature say Praise 
 

4. God of the hungry God of the sick 
 God of the prodigal 
 How does the creature say Care 
 How does the creature say Life 

5. God of the neighbour God of the foe 
 God of the pruning hook 
 How does the creature say Love 
 How does the creature say Peace 
 

6. God of the ages God near at hand 
 God of the loving heart 
 How do your children say Joy 
 How do your children say Home 

 

Learning with Children Dan Leaver 
 

Lord’s Prayer (in unison) (VU page 921) Glen Pearson, Jane, Abuk, & Achan Roy 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed by thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
 forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Readings 
 

 Scripture reading: Acts 3: 1-10 Jane Walker 
 Secular reading: The Department of Love Jen Paterson 
 Scripture reading: John 10: 11-18 Jane Walker 
 

Special Music: A Jubilant Gloria (Mary Lynn Lightfoot) Junior Choir Video (2015) 
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Message: The Thing that Matters is Never the Thing Itself! Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

Hymn: Seek Ye First VU 356 all verses 
 [previously recorded on October 4, 2020 with hymn leader Sheila Carson] 
 

1. Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
 and God’s righteousness, 
 and all these things shall be added unto you. 
 Hallelu, hallelujah 
 

2. Ask and it shall be given unto you; 
 seek and you shall find; 
 knock and the door shall be opened unto you. 
 Hallelu, hallelujah 
 

3. We do not live by bread alone, 
 but by every word 
 that proceeds from the mouth of God. 
 Hallelu, hallelujah 

 

Offertory Prayer Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
Your continued financial support is most gratefully appreciated.  https://wesleyknox.com/givings/ 

 

O God, here we are on a post resurrection Sunday, prepared to carry on in matters 
of our faith mission.  Help us understand that we support the teachings of Jesus in 
our morning offering.  It’s about his mission and not whether we can carry on the 
doings of the past rather than his mission for us today.  We offer our treasure and 
our life’s energies to the work, to the undertaking, of what Jesus set out for us.  
Accept our gifts we pray.  Amen 

 

Prayers of the People Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

O God, we know that there are two parts to our belief in you: substance and form.  
Regrettably we often focus on the form of Christianity rather than the substance of 
the faith.  We worry about our building and our long-term love affair with it.  When 
someone says “church” we think of our building rather than the people in the 
building.   When someone says Christ’s mission, we focus right away on our bricks 
and mortar rather than those around the corner who live on the street. We worry 
about its aesthetics rather then the substance of Jesus mission.  We worry about 
the security system in God’s house instead of God’s children.   
 

Each Sunday we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus as if the walking around was 
the most important thing.  Perhaps we need to focus on the resurrection of his 
teachings and his mission.  What was really important was, and still is, the saving 
and establishment of his resurrected mission.  That’s the Spirit of Jesus moving into 
the 21st century.  That Spirit lives on as a meaningful call to us to participate. 

https://wesleyknox.com/givings/
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Lord, help us remember that The Thing that Matters is Never the Thing Itself.  
Help us remember that the thing that matters is what Jesus taught us to be.  It’s our 
resurrection.  The other thing, which at times can be important, is not the real thing.  
We are hopefully coming to the end of the pandemic and the need for our Christian 
involvement becomes more vital each day.  Give us the courage and strength to 
meet that challenge.  We pray in the name of the anointed one, Jesus of Nazareth, 
your child.  Amen. 

 

Hymn: Go to the World VU 420 verses 1, 2, 4 
[previously recorded on August 23, 2020 with hymn leader Sheila Carson] 

 

1. Go to the world!  God into all the earth 
 God preach the cross where Christ renews life’s worth, 
 baptising as the sign of our rebirth. 
 Hallelujah!  Hallelujah! 
 

2. Go to the world!  Go into every place. 
 Go live the Word of God’s redeeming grace. 
 Go seek God’s presence in each time and space. 
 Hallelujah!  Hallelujah! 
 

4. Go to the world!  Go as the ones I send, 
 for I am with you ‘til the age shall end, 
 when all the hosts of glory cry “Amen!” 
 Hallelujah!  Hallelujah! 

 

Commissioning & Benediction Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

Let us go from this place with the courage to represent Jesus as a doer and 
changer to bring about his kingdom of God.  Amen. 

 

Response (in unison) VU 298 
[previously recorded on September 6, 2020 with hymn leader Christian Haworth] 

 

 When you walk from here,  
 when you walk from here, 
 walk with justice, walk with mercy,  
 and with God’s humble care. 
 

Postlude: Holy, Holy, Holy (arr. Mark Hayes) Karen Schuessler 
[previously recorded on June 14, 2020] 

 

WK Coffee Time: Stay tuned to find out who Glen or Jane speaks with this week! 
 


