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Sunday, May 9, 2021  
~ Sixth Sunday of Easter ~ 

Christian Family Sunday 
Virtual Service 

 

 

Worship Team: Sheila LeClair, the Olson family,  
  Glen Pearson, Hannah Haworth,  
 

Music Team: Karen Schuessler, Hymn Leaders (previously recorded),   
  Special Music: Senior Choir 

 

All components of the worship service are recorded at either the participants homes or  
previously recorded videos in order to comply with Ontario’s stay-at-home orders. 

 

 

VU = Voices United hymnal  MV = More Voices hymnal 
Please sing along at home; we have provided the lyrics! 

Music Credits: One License #A-738765 
 

 

Prelude: Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring (Bach) Karen Schuessler 
[previously recorded on June 14, 2020] 

 

Welcome and Life & Work of the Church Sheila LeClair 
 

Welcome to today’s Mother’s Day service from Wesley-Knox United Church in 
London, Ontario, Canada.  My name is Sheila LeClair and I’m so happy to have the 
opportunity to help lead our church service along with our great friend and 
inspirational leader, Glen Pearson.  Today is the second time that we have been 
unable to meet in person in our beautiful sanctuary to celebrate this day which 
honours mothers.  
 

However, we are blessed that we still have the opportunity to connect virtually due 
to the dedication and hard work of so many.  Our congregation continues to be 
involved in many local community projects, and our contributions to the United 
Church of Canada’s Mission and Service program ensure that our work throughout 
the world persists.  While we are all missing our in-person hugs and conversations, 
our weekly newsletter and the Wesleyknox.com web page are wonderful ways to 
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stay in touch.  However, there is one item I need to specifically announce. The 
Trustees will hold a meeting on Monday, May 17th at 7 pm via Zoom. 
 

And now let us take a moment to prepare our hearts for worship. 
 

Call to Worship Sheila LeClair 
 

We come together today as a community of faith.  The pandemic has provided us 
with new ways to support and help each other.  It has made us see that we are only 
as strong and healthy as the weakest among us.  We are being shown that our 
greatest strength is working together.  Never has it been more apparent that our 
faith and our church can be a calming presence and a radiant light in the face of so 
much confusion and darkness.  
 

Let us come together to worship God. Let us come together as a family as we 
celebrate in this morning’s service.  Be with us as we pray… 

 

Opening Prayer (in unison) Sheila LeClair 
 

Loving God, thank you for the gift of life.  Thank you for the women in our lives, for 
our mothers and for those who have been like mothers to us.  We are grateful for 
their tenderness, their encouragement and wisdom and most of all, for their love 
and sacrifice.  Help us to live in such a way that our words and actions bring honour 
to them and to You.  Merciful God, we ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen 
 

Lighting of the Christ Candle Sheila LeClair 
 

Indigenous Land Acknowledgement Sheila LeClair 
 

We acknowledge the lands on which our church stands in London, Ontario, Canada 
as lands previously occupied by the Attawandaron Nation of Indigenous peoples. 

 

Hymn: God Who Gives to Life Its Goodness VU 260 both verses 
[previously recorded July 5, 2020 with hymn leader Marilynne McNeil] 

 

1. God who gives to life its goodness, 
  God creator of all joy, 
 God who gives to us our freedom, 
  God who blesses tool and toy: 
 teach us now to laugh and praise you, 
  deep within your praises sing, 
 till the whole creation dances 
  for the goodness of its King. 

2. God who fills the earth with beauty, 
  God who binds each friend to friend, 
 God who names us co-creators 
  God who wills that chaos end: 
 grant us now creative spirits, 
  minds responsive to your mind, 
 hearts and wills your rule extending 
  all our acts of Love refined. 

 

Learning with Children Hannah Haworth 
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Lord’s Prayer (in unison) (VU page 921) the Olson family 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed by thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
 forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Readings 
 

 Scripture reading: Psalm 67 Sheila LeClair 
 Scripture reading: Luke 1:46-55 Sheila LeClair 
 

Special Music: Distant Land (John Rutter) 
 [Previously recorded in 2015 by the WKUC Senior Choir] 
 

Message: Mothers of Confederation Glen Pearson 
 

Hymn: We Are Pilgrims VU 595 all verses 
 [previously recorded on June 7 with hymn leader Linda Olson] 
 

1. We are pilgrims on a journey, 
 fellow travellers on the road; 
 we are here to help each other 
 walk the mile and bear the load. 

 

2. Sister, let me be your servant, 
 let me be as Christ to you; 
 pray that I may have the grace to 
 let you be my servant too. 

 

3. I will hold the Christ-light for you 
 in the night-time of your fear; 
 I will hold my hand out to you, 
 speak the peace you long to hear. 

4. I will weep when you are weeping, 
 when you laugh I’ll laugh with you; 
 I will share your joy and sorrow, 
 till we’ve seen this journey through. 

 

5. When we sing to God in heaven, 
 we shall find such harmony, 
 born of all we’ve known together 
 of Christ’s love and agony. 

 

6. Brother, let me be your servant, 
 let me be as Christ to you; 
 pray that I may have the grace to 
 let you be my servant too. 

 

Offertory Prayer Sheila LeClair 
Your continued financial support is most gratefully appreciated.  https://wesleyknox.com/givings/ 

 

God of creation, God of every gift – we thank you for the many sacrifices made by 
our mothers.  We recognize the courage, care and nurturing they provided to us all 

https://wesleyknox.com/givings/
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the days of our lives. May these gifts that we offer be our way of sharing these 
blessings. May they be used for the caring of your world and for the sharing of 
ministry in every corner.  In Christ we pray, Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People Glen Pearson 
 

Hymn: Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah VU 651 all verses 
[previously recorded on May 17, 2020 with hymn leader Richard Yake] 

 

1. Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, 
 pilgrim through this barren land. 
 I am weak, but thou art mighty, 
 hold me with thy powerful hand. 
 Break of heaven, bread of heaven, 
 feed me till I want no more, 
 feed me till I want no more. 

 

2. Open now the crystal fountain, 
 whence the healing stream doth flow; 
 let the fire and cloudy pillar 
 lead me all my journey through. 
 Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, 
 be thou still my strength and shield, 
 be thou still my strength and shield. 

 

3. When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
 bid my anxious fears subside; 
 death of death, and hell’s destruction, 
 land me safe on Canaan’s side: 
 songs of praises, songs of praises 
 I will ever give to thee, 
 I will ever give to thee. 

 

Commissioning & Benediction Glen Pearson 
 

Response (in unison) VU 298 
[previously recorded on July 26, 2020 with hymn leader Richard Yake] 

 

 When you walk from here,  
 when you walk from here, 
 walk with justice, walk with mercy,  
 and with God’s humble care. 
 

Postlude: Allegro Maestoso (Mendelssohn) Karen Schuessler 
[previously recorded on July 26, 2020] 

 


