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“News for the Pews” 

CONNECT WITH US! 
 

91 Askin Street 

London, Ontario 

N6C 1E7 
 

519-673-4803 
 

wesleyknox@bellnet.ca  
 

www.wesleyknox.com 
 

 

Facebook 

 

Moving in the Spirit… 

A diverse, welcoming, caring  

 and active faith community. 

A place to learn, grow,  

 build a relationship with God  

 and make a difference  

 in the world. 

Office Hours: 
As of APRIL 2021 

Lockdown orders in effect.               

Please call ahead as there 

are no regular office hours. 
 

Remember we are now asking    

everyone to call ahead before           

coming to the building.              

This avoids having too many 

folks in the building and            

overlapping areas in use. 

Sunday, May 9, 2021 

What  an honour to be able to preach for 
Mother’s Day 2021.  We are asked to 
celebrate remarkable women during a 

pandemic season when being joyful is a tall order.  Yet, in this 
case, it’s easy, for the influence of our mothers in our lives like-
ly shaped our future like little else. 
 
But Mother’s Day is more than just our individual gratitude and 
fond memories, because as a collective group, this world’s 
mothers are perhaps the most influential group ever to walk 
this planet.  The young lives they have shaped, the spouses 
they have partnered with, the grandchildren guided and 
spoiled, has been consistent from generation to generation, 
from millennia to millennia. 
 
We rarely think about on this special day, but our country was 
far more empowered by mothers than we might suspect.   
 
When Mary gave her profound Magnificat upon learning that 
she would soon give birth to Jesus, she naturally pondered the 
reality that new life was about to emerge from her.  Yet she 
didn’t linger there, for soon enough she began thinking about 
her nation – Israel - and the effect her child would have upon 
the future.  That ability to look beyond herself and her own do-
mestic circumstances to a world desperately in need of love, 
justice, liberation, forgiveness and inclusiveness elevated her 
from being a mother of a child to a mother of a nation. 
 
When Canada was being born in the days of Confederation, the 
influence of mothers was profound.  They became owners of 
mining operations, fishing boats, trappers, farmers and volun-
teers in their communities.  Over time, that influence expanded 

Minister’s Musings (from Guest Speaker) 
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In This Edition… 

 
 

Page 2 -Minister’s Musings, continued 
 -Upcoming Dates to Remember 
  -Office Admin project 
 
 

Page 3 -Spring Renewal Update 

 -Church Calendar (2 weeks) 
 
 

Page 4 -From the Stewardship Committee 

 
 

Page 5 -Moment for Mother Earth 
 -Inclusivity and Affirming Ctte 

 
 

Page 6 -Prayer Cycle & Resources 

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 

 

Thurs. Apr. 08 

OFFICE CLOSED... 

...as per stay-at-home orders. 
 

 

Sat. May 08 

FAMILY CONNECTIONS EVENT 

-***activity moved to a different date*** 
 

 

Sun. May 09 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY 
 

 

VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE 

Available to watch anytime after                 

today’s date on our YouTube channel! 
 

 

NOTE: Arlene will be on vacation every 

Monday in May and June. 

to mothers becoming lawyers, chartered account-
ants, teachers, health professions, ambassadors, 
politicians, religious ministers and local activists. 
 
It is for these reasons that the sermon title is 
“Mothers of Confederation.”  Mothers shaped this 
country when it was born, shaped, educated, healed 
and supported it in times of national travail, and 
went on to develop this into one of the great na-
tions of the modern era. 
 

Wesley-Knox United Church is itself pregnant 
with such marvellous women and mothers.  They 
are every in our church life, in their homes, in the 
church.  The examples are too numerous to mention 
here.  We owe them everything.  Happy Mother’s 
Day, everyone. 

 

Submitted by Glen Pearson 

OFFICE PROJECTS: 
 

I am continuing to update our database of infor-
mation, so that it is current (much of the infor-
mation was entered 15+ years ago.)  The most use-
ful information we can use to keep accurate de-
mographics of our church community is your full 
birthday!  Rest assured, we do not share your spe-
cific information with anyone, it simply helps us an-
swer many questions for our annual statistical re-
port for the United Church of Canada, and also is 
useful for the Search Committee in the search for a 
new minister (yes, ministers do analysis this infor-
mation when applying for positions.)  Please for-
ward your birthdays typed out in full, in order to 
maintain accuracy when they get transferred to our 
database system.  E.g. December 25, 0000.  It does 
remain private and confidential.  Please also include 
your children’s information...who may have been 
“little” many years ago, but are now all grown up! 
If you have moved out of the area and cannot 
attend regularly, please let us know.  This does not 
affect your membership in any way (Anyone wish-
ing to change your membership status must do so 
in writing.) 
 

Thank you for your help!  ~Arlene~ 
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   Calendar of events as reported to the office as of 2020.04.28 

SPRING RENEWAL PROJECT! 
Update for the week of May 9 

 
• The Resources and Renewal Committee has determined that a special electrical outlet will be 

installed in the spare office for the protection of the photocopier.   
 
• Library news:  
The rejuvenation of the Wesley-Knox Library will begin soon.  Under the auspices of the Faith 
Formation Committee, I am going to start “weeding” the current Library collection.  The first 
step will be to remove books which are outdated and/or in poor condition (yellowing, brittle, 
coming apart).  These books will be set aside so that anyone who would like to have a look at 
them (and take one or more home or recommend that a title should remain in the Library) can 
do so.  A note will be put in this Newsletter when these are available.  Access to the Church will 
depend on COVID restrictions.  If anyone would like to help, as work on the Library continues, 
please let me know.   
Diane Knoppert (daknoppert@gmail.com) 
 

 
If you are willing to help us with your time and talents on these projects, or you 
have an idea, or you would like to financially sponsor a project, (in part or in 
whole), please let us know!   
 

If you would like to  help monetarily,  
please mark your donation as “spring renewal project”. 

LOCKDOWN MEANS  

MODIFIED OFFICE 

HOURS FOR THE 

MONTH. CALL AHEAD! 
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FROM THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 

How To Plant Your Garden  

First, you come to the garden alone, while the dew is still on the roses.  

For the Garden of your daily living... 

 

PLANT THREE ROWS OF PEAS :  

1. Peace of mind  

2. Peace of heart  

3. Peace of soul  

 

PLANT FOUR ROWS OF SQUASH:  

1. Squash gossip  

2. Squash indifference  

3. Squash grumbling  

4. Squash selfishness  

 

PLANT FOUR ROWS OF LETTUCE:  

1. Lettuce be faithful  

2. Lettuce be kind  

3. Lettuce be patient  

4. Lettuce really love one another  

 

NO GARDEN IS WITHOUT TURNIPS:  

1. Turnip for meetings  

2. Turnip for service  

3. Turnip to help one another  

 

TO CONCLUDE OUR GARDEN WE MUST HAVE THYME:  

1. Thyme for each other  

2. Thyme for family  

3. Thyme for friends  

 

 

 

WATER FREELY WITH PATIENCE AND CULTIVATE WITH LOVE.  

THERE IS MUCH FRUIT IN YOUR GARDEN BECAUSE YOU REAP WHAT YOU SOW.  
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MOMENT FOR MOTHER EARTH… 
 

We have heard from you that you want to do meaningful action, but feel dis-
engaged working in the silence of your home. In response we are launching a 
new monthly "Advocacy Action Meetup".  Once a month, on the 4th Tuesday, 
we will get together via zoom for a quick 30 minute call to take some collec-
tive action.  It could be signing petitions, writing letters to politicians or any 
other action.  The topic will be agreed upon on our monthly Member's call 

(3rd Monday of each month).  Information will be shared with participants during the week so they have 
a chance to become more knowledgeable about that particular topic.  To receive notifications of these 
meetups, please update your subscription and select the new "Participate in Advocacy Meetups" option 
or email us at ClimateActionLondon@gmail.com.  Update here:  http://eepurl.com/hhK8Ff 
 
Agriculture's changing role in addressing climate change: 
The recent federal budget announced about $270 million in funding over two years to help farmers tran-
sition to climate-friendly practices. More than two-thirds of that is to support farmers transitioning to bet-
ter nitrogen fertilizer and livestock management practices. The remainder is earmarked to help farmers 
power their farms with clean energy, and to protect trees and wetlands on arable land. Read more 
here:  https://www.nationalobserver.com/2021/04/21/news/how-climate-friendly-farming-fits-canadas-
budget-2021 
 
Greening Sacred Spaces - Chapter forming  
Climate Action London is organizing a London chapter of Greening Sacred Spaces (GSS).  GSS is a 
program of Faith & the Common Good (FCG), a national, interfaith charitable network founded in 2000 
on the belief that our diverse faith congregations and spiritual communities can be powerful role models 
for the common good. FCG supports diverse faith and spiritual communities to contribute towards green-
er, healthier, more resilient neighbourhoods. We are looking for people from various communities of faith 
to join the London steering committee.  Know someone who might be interested?  Have them contact us 
at ClimateActionLondon@gmail.com. 
 
Summer Student Opportunity - Digital Integrations Coordinator 
Climate Action London has received funding for a summer student for 8 weeks.  This position is open to 
young adults from 18 - 30yrs old and involves website development, MailChimp optimization and market-
ing.  Check out the position details on https://indeed.com.  Application deadline May 5th 
 
Podcast - How to Save a Planet: 
This episode discusses what makes an effective protest song, and how the climate movement has yet to 
find that song.  One of the criteria is that it needs to be forward looking with a positive message.  What is 
your favourite protest song? Listen here:. https://gimletmedia.com/shows/howtosaveaplanet/llhl9xr/
wheres-our-climate-anthem?
utm_source=gimletWebsite&utm_medium=copyShare&utm_campaign=gimletWebsite 
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Region 7 - Antler River Watershed 
 

PRAYER CYCLE 

 

  DAWN VALLEY-OIL SPRINGS             

PASTORAL CHARGE  
https://www.tecumsehunited.com/ 

 

(Located in London, Ontario) 
 

Prayers for our church families  

enduring grief, loss, or loneliness. 

 

 

 

If you or a loved one is dealing with a   

difficult time, such as illness,                         

hospitalization, loneliness, or any of life’s 

challenges, our Pastoral Care team is     

available for support.   

Please call the Church office and you will 

be contacted by a member of our team:  

Linda Olson, Sandra Fox, Brenda Smith,               

Liz Dunlop, Paul Stewart ,or Pirie Mitchell.   

 

On evenings and weekends, you may 

reach Arlene or Mallory through                

Facebook Messenger                                   

(you do not need a Facebook account                 

to do this.)   

 

YOU ARE NOT ALONE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are part of the United Church of Canada 
 

www.united-church.ca/community-faith/

welcome-united-church-canada  
 

 

Our Region falls within the  

Antler-River Watershed, Region #7 
 

https://arwrcucc.ca/ 
 

 

Region 7 prayer Cycle and other                       

prayer resources: 
 

https://www.prayercycles.ca/

antlerriverwatershed 
 

 

Access daily devotionals here, provided by  

“The Upper Room” 
 

https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals 
 

 

Liturgical Calendar Resources  

for worship planning: 

https://www.united-church.ca/worship-

liturgical-season 
 

 

Handbooks and Guidelines for Staff, Council, 

Committees, and Volunteers: 

https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-

guidelines 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION DEADLINE IS 
WEDNESDAYS AT 12 NOON  
(BUT EARLIER IS BETTER!) 
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