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Sunday, May 16, 2021  
~ Seventh Sunday of Easter ~ 

Virtual Service 
 

 

Worship Team: Rev. Pirie Mitchell, Dan Leaver, Gillian La Belle,  
  Lorraine Jardine, Lynda Laskey 
 

Music Team:  Karen Schuessler, Hymn Leaders (previously recorded),  
  Special Music: Boys’ Choir 

 

All components of the worship service are recorded at either the participants homes or  
previously recorded videos in order to comply with Ontario’s stay-at-home orders. 

 

 

VU = Voices United hymnal  MV = More Voices hymnal 
Please sing along at home; we have provided the lyrics! 

Music Credits: One License #A-738765 
 

 

Prelude: On Eagle’s Wings (arr. Vogt)  Karen Schuessler 
[previously recorded on August 30, 2020] 

 

Welcome and Life & Work of the Church Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

Call to Worship Dan Leaver 
 

Whether we like it or not we are called by Jesus to be his disciples in this time and place.  We have 
had the opportunity of learning his message to us over the years of our membership in his church 
congregation.  Jesus’ mission does not get fulfilled in this century without our participation and 
discipleship.  Let us join together this morning and celebrate with hope the coming of his kingdom and 
our involvement in it!  Let us continue to be part of his wonderful work. 

 

Opening Prayer (in unison) Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

God, your work is never done.  Many of us are tired from the pandemic and the difficulty of doing your 
will within the contagion.  Added to the fatigue of this world wide epidemic, we are at times consumed 
by fears.  Help us get past the fears by becoming inoculated against the Corona Virus and 
encouraging others to do so.  We have your work to do and we are eager to get on with our 
discipleship.  Be with us this morning and in all we do.  Amen 
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Lighting of the Christ Candle Dan Leaver 
 

Indigenous Land Acknowledgement Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

We acknowledge the lands on which our church stands in London Ontario Canada as lands previously 
occupied by indigenous people: the Chippewa Nation, the Oneida Nation, the Delaware and Neutral 
nations, and the Huron nation. 

 

Hymn: Holy, Holy, Holy VU 315 verses 1, 2, 4 
[previously recorded May 10, 2020 with hymn leader Sheila LeClair] 

 

1. Holy, holy, holy!  Lord God almighty! 
 Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee; 
 holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, 
 God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

 

2. Holy, holy, holy!  All the saints adore thee, 
 casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
 cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 
 which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 

 

4. Holy, holy, holy!  Lord God almighty! 
 All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea; 
 holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, 
 God in thee persons, blessed Trinity! 
 

Learning with Children Dan Leaver 
 

Lord’s Prayer (in unison) (VU page 921) Gillian La Belle 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed by thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
 forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Readings 
 

 Scripture reading: Acts 10: 44-48 Lorraine Jardine 
 Secular reading: Discipleship – A Christian Poem About Following Jesus Lynda Laskey 
 Scripture reading: John 15: 9-17 Lorraine Jardine 
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Special Music: Kingdom of God (Natalie Sleeth) [Previously recorded in 2015 by the WKUC Boys’ Choir] 
 

Message: Whether we like it or not, we are included! Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

Hymn: Love Divine, All Loves Excelling VU 384 verses 1, 2, 3, 5 
 [previously recorded on May 31 with hymn leader Sheila Carson 

 

1. The lone, wild bird in lofty flight 
 is stall with you, nor leaves your sight. 
 And I am yours!  I rest in you, 
 Great Spirit, come, rest in me too. 
 

2. The ends of earth are in your hand, 
 the sea’s dark deep and far-off land. 
 And I am yours!  I rest in you, 
 Great Spirit, come, rest in me too. 

3. Each secret thought is known to you, 
 the path I walk my whole life through; 
 my days, my deeds my hopes, my fears, 
 my deepest joys, my silent tears. 
 

5. Search me, God, me heart reveal, 
 renew my life, my spirit heal; 
 for I am yours, I rest in you, 
 Great Spirit, come, rest in me too. 

 

Offertory Prayer Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
Your continued financial support is most gratefully appreciated.  https://wesleyknox.com/givings/ 

 

O God, sometimes as disciples of Jesus, we become tired and cranky at the politics and misbehaviour 
of the people around us.  In our present pandemic malaise, we find it easier to look forward to the 
future without much effort for the present.  Accept our gifts we pray and help us have the energy and 
inspiration to move forward to a world free of Covid and filled with the love and forgiveness of your son 
Christ Jesus.  Amen.  

 

Prayers of the People Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

Lord, it’s so easy to forget that we are also some of the chosen disciples, as much as if you walked by 
the Sea of Galilee today, and we were mending our nets and waiting for you to call us into service.  
Serving you has been part of our lives for years.  For the past number of months, we have been 
struggling with the forced inactivity caused by the Corona virus.  Many of the normal things we do in 
the name of Jesus have been put on hold.  It has been tough for us to keep up the momentum of 
service when the usual forms of Christian service are closed to us.  Help us see other ways to serve 
you in this time and place.    
 

We pray for those in our congregation who live in fear.  This virus has many of us in a state of worry.  
Give us the patience and fortitude to face our futures with courage and the love of Christ.  We know 
that things will never be the same much as things changed after the AIDS epidemic, after the Polio 
outbreaks in the forties and early fifties, and like the Spanish flu in the early part of the last century. 
 

God, we also need your help in our search for a new minister here at Wesley Knox.  We realize that 
there is a shortage of clergy in the United Church.  We have much to offer the community and a faith 
leader, who is able to accommodate us and we him or her is important.  Guide our committee toward a 
successful conclusion.  Guide candidates who reflect our culture and needs toward our search 
committee.   
 

All this we pray in the name of Jesus, your son and our earthly leader.  Amen.  

https://wesleyknox.com/givings/
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Hymn: Love Divine, All Loves Excelling VU 333 verses 1 & 3 
[previously recorded on August 30, 2020 with hymn leader Sheila LeClair] 

 

1. Love divine, all loves excelling, 
 joy of heaven to earth come down, 
 fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
 all they faithful mercies crown. 
 Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
 pure, unbounded love thou art; 
 visit us with thy salvation, 
 enter every trembling heart. 

3. Finish, then, they new creation; 
 pure and spotless let us be; 
 let us see thy great salvation 
 perfectly restored in thee, 
 change from glory into glory, 
 till in heaven we take our place, 
 till we cast our crowns before thee, 
 lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 

Commissioning & Benediction Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

Let us go carefully into the world at large, protecting our health and the health of others, prepared to 
go where we are directed by the needs of others. 

 

Response (in unison) VU 298 
[previously recorded on August 30, 2020 with hymn leader Sheila LeClair] 

 

 When you walk from here,  
 when you walk from here, 
 walk with justice, walk with mercy,  
 and with God’s humble care. 
 

Postlude: Just a Closer Walk with Thee (arr. Schram) Karen Schuessler 
[previously recorded on July 12, 2020] 

 


