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“News for the Pews” 

CONNECT WITH US! 
 

91 Askin Street 

London, Ontario 

N6C 1E7 
 

519-673-4803 
 

wesleyknox@bellnet.ca  
 

www.wesleyknox.com 
 

 

Facebook 

 

Moving in the Spirit… 

A diverse, welcoming, caring  

 and active faith community. 

A place to learn, grow,  

 build a relationship with God  

 and make a difference  

 in the world. 

Office Hours: 
As of APRIL 2021 

Lockdown orders in effect.               

Please call ahead as there 

are no regular office hours. 
 

Remember we are now asking    

everyone to call ahead before           

coming to the building.              

This avoids having too many 

folks in the building and            

overlapping areas in use. 

Sunday, May 16, 2021 

It is important for us to remember that the Gospel of John 

was reluctantly included in the New Testament canon in early 

Christianity.  John’s gospel is so different from the other 

three, scholars scratch their heads at the differences.  For 

example, Matthew, Mark and Luke (known as the synoptic 

gospels) have Jesus’ ministry lasting one year; John has his 

lasting three years.  The placement of similar events at differ-

ing times has scholars wondering.  In John’s gospel the 

cleansing of the temple happened at the beginning of the 

gospel.  In the synoptic gospels it happened when Jesus 

came into Jerusalem during his last week.  There must have 

been considerable discussion in the first centuries as to 

whether to include John’s gospel as canon or not.   
 

Many folk have called John’s gospel as the most anti-Semitic 

book in the Bible.  And there is some considerable evidence 

supporting this claim.  How did this happen?  When the book 

was written, the Jewish portion of the synagogue was going 

through a rather messy divorce with the Jewish followers of 

Jesus of Nazareth.  Two events caused the rift between 

them.  The first was the sacking of Jerusalem by the Romans 

and the punishment of the Jews for the revolt in the Holy 

Land in 70 CE.  Followers of Christ wanted to put distance 

between themselves and the more conventional followers of 

Judaism.  In 64 CE, Rome caught fire and it was blamed on 

Minister’s Musings 
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In This Edition… 

 

Page 2 -Minister’s Musings, continued 
 -Upcoming Dates to Remember 
 -Financial Update 
 

Page 3 -Spring Renewal Update 
 -Church Calendar (2 weeks) 
 

Page 4 -Summer Student Opportunity 
 

Page 5 -Moment for Mother Earth 

 

Page 6 -Prayer Cycle & Resources 

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 

Thurs. Apr. 08 

OFFICE CLOSED... 

...as per stay-at-home orders. 
 

Sun. May 16 

VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE 

Available to watch anytime after                 

today’s date on our YouTube channel! 
 

Sun. May 23 

VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE 

Available to watch anytime after                 

today’s date on our YouTube channel! 
 

Mon. May 24 

Victoria Day - Building Closed 
 

Sun. May 30 

VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE 

Available to watch anytime after                 

today’s date on our YouTube channel! 
 

Thu. Jun. 03 

OFFICE REOPENS... 

...if stay-at-home order lifts as planned. 
 

Sun. Jun. 06 

VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE 

Available to watch anytime after                 

today’s date on our YouTube channel! 
 

Sun. Jun. 13 

VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE 

Available to watch anytime after                 

today’s date on our YouTube channel! 
 

Sun. Jun. 20 

VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE 

Available to watch anytime after                 

today’s date on our YouTube channel! 
 

NOTE: Arlene will be on vacation every 

Monday in May and June. 

the Christians; and their Jewish worshiping friends 

wanted to put distance between them.  Regretta-

bly feelings hardened and some of these feeling 

became part of the scriptures in anti-Semitic 

words.  
 

Many scholars believe that the Gospel of John is 

really a commentary on first century Christianity.  

It was written in the late first century after Christi-

anity had been well planted and started develop-

ing a more advanced view of the message of Je-

sus. Written with symbols and metaphors the gos-

pel seems more akin to being a book of mystical 

theology rather than a chronology of the life and 

times of Jesus of Nazareth.  As well there are 

some additions to the content which have puzzled 

the literalists for centuries.  The best example is 

the Beloved Disciple; the one Jesus loved more 

than any other.  The synoptic gospels have no 

one in this category.  All the disciples are treated 

equally and perhaps Peter seemed a little more 

favoured than the other.  But in John’s gospel he 

is not the Beloved Disciple.  So in our reading of 

John, we need to be sensitive to the differences 

and not be seduced into literalizing the text.   
 

Submitted by Rev. Pirie Mitchell 

Financial Update: January to March 2021 

Givings: $34, 900.00 

Expenses: $63, 394.00 
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   Calendar of events as reported to the office as of 2020.04.28 

SPRING RENEWAL PROJECT! 
Update for the week of May 15 

 

• Electrical work has been completed in the spare office; one step closer to moving the copier  
out of the hallway and into the spare office. 

• A new light fixture has been installed in the admin office .   
 Brighter and more energy efficient! 
 

• Library news:  Library “weeding” begins this week! 
The rejuvenation of the Wesley-Knox Library will begin soon.  Under the auspices of the Faith 
Formation Committee, I am going to start “weeding” the current Library collection.  The first 
step will be to remove books which are outdated and/or in poor condition (yellowing, brittle, 
coming apart).  These books will be set aside so that anyone who would like to have a look at 
them (and take one or more home or recommend that a title should remain in the Library) can 
do so.  A note will be put in this Newsletter when these are available.  Access to the Church will 
depend on COVID restrictions.  If anyone would like to help, as work on the Li-
brary continues, please let me know.   
Diane Knoppert (daknoppert@gmail.com) 

 

If you are willing to help us with your time and talents on these projects, or you 
have an idea, or you would like to financially sponsor a project, (in part or in 
whole), please let us know!   
 
 

If you would like to  help monetarily,  
please mark your donation as “spring renewal project”. 
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MOMENT FOR MOTHER EARTH… 
 

Last week I tuned in to a talk by former Hamilton MP Ted McMeekin where he reinforced 

that if you want government to do something, they need to know what you want, and that 

there are many others who feel the same way.  Advocating to government is about devel-

oping a relationship with elected officials, knowing what their personal motivations might 

be and how you can align with them, and maintaining an ongoing dialogue.  If an issue is 

important, consider communicating through a variety of media: phone calls, hand written 

letters, setting up an appointment to talk, and lastly once you have figured out an actionable item, gather letters of support 

from others that the politician can show as evidence of support. 

 

Youth Voice: 

The children's group at First-St. Andrew's United Church are challenging everyone this week to reduce your waste by 

50%.  What makes up the majority of your waste? What strategies can you find to reduce this?  Consider taking this 7 day 

food waste challenge. 

 

Speaking to Government: 

Let local elected officials know you want action on climate change.  This Environmental Town Hall is to hold elected offi-

cials accountable for commitments they or their party have made and to hear what meaningful action has been taken on 

climate change and environmental issues.  Register here  

The Town Hall will feature four local Members of Parliament (MP): 

• Kate Young, MP London West 

• Karen Vecchio, MP Elgin-Middlesex-London 

• Peter Fragiskatos, MP London North Centre 

• Lindsay Mathyssen, MP London Fanshawe 

The Town Halls are part of GreenPAC's series of 100 town halls through their national Everyday Advocates program. This 

event is co-hosted by the London Environmental Network, Middlesex London Food Policy Council, Thames Region Eco-

logical Association (TREA), Climate Action London, Friends of Kilally Meadows ESA, and Growing Chefs! Ontario.  

 

Climate Action London's question: At the current rate, Ontario’s landfills will reach capacity within the next 8 years. Shifting 

to a circular economy and maximizing product lifespan will improve Canada’s environment. By embracing reusable, recy-

clable and repairable products, Canada can redistribute raw materials and create jobs. Federally prioritizing 

landfill aversion by expanding bans on single-use plastics is essential to defer reaching capacity. 

Supporting legislation to encourage repair and reuse of items will also benefit mine and future gen-

erations. What is your party doing to support the transition to a circular economy and defer reaching 

landfill capacity? 

 

Is London a bird-friendly city? 

A new group has formed in the city:  BirdFriendlyLondon.ca  to encourage the conservation of na-

ture so bird populations can thrive.  Bird populations have seen a 33% decline in recent years due in 

large part to window strikes (check out these tips) and outdoor cats.  Other factors include habitat 

loss and a loss of insect biodiversity 

Action items:   

https://climateactionlondon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62891c4ee4b5e144b1fc99372&id=e80ecc293d&e=c2f29f1110
https://climateactionlondon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62891c4ee4b5e144b1fc99372&id=9ac0633402&e=c2f29f1110
https://climateactionlondon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62891c4ee4b5e144b1fc99372&id=7b7680aad7&e=c2f29f1110
https://climateactionlondon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62891c4ee4b5e144b1fc99372&id=a4126bbb2c&e=c2f29f1110
https://climateactionlondon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62891c4ee4b5e144b1fc99372&id=c5659e9875&e=c2f29f1110
https://climateactionlondon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62891c4ee4b5e144b1fc99372&id=0f58248c61&e=c2f29f1110
https://climateactionlondon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62891c4ee4b5e144b1fc99372&id=c917cbcad5&e=c2f29f1110
https://climateactionlondon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62891c4ee4b5e144b1fc99372&id=c917cbcad5&e=c2f29f1110
https://climateactionlondon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62891c4ee4b5e144b1fc99372&id=89470f275a&e=c2f29f1110
https://climateactionlondon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62891c4ee4b5e144b1fc99372&id=2e9e740334&e=c2f29f1110
https://climateactionlondon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62891c4ee4b5e144b1fc99372&id=ef6e5e3a0c&e=c2f29f1110
https://climateactionlondon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62891c4ee4b5e144b1fc99372&id=9a43aa4bf6&e=c2f29f1110
https://climateactionlondon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62891c4ee4b5e144b1fc99372&id=73898bbef6&e=c2f29f1110
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Region 7 - Antler River Watershed 
 

PRAYER CYCLE 

 

KNOX UNITED CHURCH 
https://www.facebook.com/

knoxunitedinembro/ 
 

(Located in Embro, Ontario) 
 

Prayers for our church families  

enduring grief, loss, or loneliness. 

 

 

 

If you or a loved one is dealing with a   

difficult time, such as illness,                         

hospitalization, loneliness, or any of life’s 

challenges, our Pastoral Care team is     

available for support.   

Please call the Church office and you will 

be contacted by a member of our team:  

Linda Olson, Sandra Fox, Brenda Smith,               

Liz Dunlop, Paul Stewart ,or Pirie Mitchell.   

 

On evenings and weekends, you may 

reach Arlene or Mallory through                

Facebook Messenger                                   

(you do not need a Facebook account                 

to do this.)   

 

YOU ARE NOT ALONE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are part of the United Church of Canada 
 

www.united-church.ca/community-faith/

welcome-united-church-canada  
 

 

Our Region falls within the  

Antler-River Watershed, Region #7 
 

https://arwrcucc.ca/ 
 

 

Region 7 prayer Cycle and other                       

prayer resources: 
 

https://www.prayercycles.ca/

antlerriverwatershed 
 

 

Access daily devotionals here, provided by  

“The Upper Room” 
 

https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals 
 

 

Liturgical Calendar Resources  

for worship planning: 

https://www.united-church.ca/worship-

liturgical-season 
 

 

Handbooks and Guidelines for Staff, Council, 

Committees, and Volunteers: 

https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-

guidelines 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION DEADLINE IS 
WEDNESDAYS AT 12 NOON  
(BUT EARLIER IS BETTER!) 
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