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Sunday, May 23, 2021  
~ Day of Pentecost ~ 

Virtual Service 
 

 

Worship Team: Rev. Pirie Mitchell, Dan Leaver, Keely Melville, Sandra Fox & Michael Cottam 
 

Music Team:  Karen Schuessler, Hymn Leaders (previously recorded),  
  Special Music: Girls’ Choir (previously recorded) 
 

All components of the worship service are recorded at either the participants homes or  
previously recorded videos in order to comply with Ontario’s stay-at-home orders. 

 

 

VU = Voices United hymnal  MV = More Voices hymnal 
Please sing along at home; we have provided the lyrics! 

Music Credits: One License #A-738765 
 

 

Prelude: Cantilène (Denis Bédard)  Karen Schuessler 
[previously recorded on September 20, 2020] 

 

Welcome and Life & Work of the Church Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

Call to Worship Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

Welcome to this Sunday service of Pentecost, where we celebrate the founding of the church.  We are 
here today, as we are every Sunday, with a message of hope and change.  Pentecost reminds us of 
the founding of the church international and its continual updating to reflect changes in the world.  The 
flames of languages remind us that all human beings are welcome into the house of God, built by the 
love of Jesus of Nazareth.  Come let us worship together with everything to celebrate.   

 

Opening Prayer (in unison) Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

O God, we are here on this special Sunday where we celebrate the founding of your church.  It was a 
great first century chance taken by your disciples on the assurance that you would be with them.  
Today be with us we pray as we progress into new times on our journey of Pentecostal journey 
bringing change, joy, hope and the Good News to the people in our congregation and the world.  
Amen 
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Lighting of the Christ Candle Dan Leaver 
 

Indigenous Land Acknowledgement Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

We acknowledge the lands on which our church stands in London Ontario Canada as lands previously 
occupied by indigenous people: the Chippewa Nation, the Oneida Nation, the Delaware and Neutral 
nations, and the Huron nation. 

 

Hymn: O God beyond All Praising  VU 256 verses 1 & 3 
[previously recorded August 23, 2020 with hymn leader Sheila Carson] 

 

1. O God beyond all praising, we worship you today 
 and sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay; 
 for we can only wonder at every gift you send, 
 at blessing without number and mercies without end: 
 we lift our hearts before you and wait upon your word, 
 we honour and adore you, our great and mighty Lord. 
 

3. Then, hear O gracious Saviour, this song of praise we sing. 
 May we, who know your favour, our humble service bring; 
 and whether our tomorrows be filled with good or ill, 
 we'll triumph through our sorrows and rise to bless you still: 
 to marvel at your beauty and glory in your ways, 
 and make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise. 
 

Learning with Children Dan Leaver 
 

Lord’s Prayer (in unison) (VU page 921) Keely Melville 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed by thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
 forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Readings 
 

 Scripture reading: Genesis 11: 1-10 Sandra Fox 
 Secular reading: A Sonnet for Pentecost by Malcolm Guite Sandra Fox 
 Scripture reading: Acts 2: 1-21 Michael Cottam 
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Special Music: Al Shlosha D’Varim (Allan Naplan) [Previously recorded in 2015 by the WKUC Girls’ Choir] 

 

Message: The End of the Beginning Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

Hymn: Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness VU 375 verses 1, 3, & 4 
 [previously recorded on May 31, 2020 with hymn leader Sheila Carson] 
 

Refrain: Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, 
  blow thro’ the wilderness calling and free, 
  Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, 
  stir me from placidness, 
  Wind, Wind on the sea. 
 

1. You moved on the waters, you called to the deep, 
 then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep; 
 and over the eons you called to each thing: 
 wake from your slumbers and rise on your wings.   Refrain 
 

3. You sang in a stable, you cried from a hill, 
 then you whispered in silence when the whole world was still; 
 and down in the city you called once again, 
 when you blew through your people on the rush of the wind. Refrain 
 

4. You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes, 
 from the bondage of sorrow the captives dream dreams, 
 our women see visions, our men clear their eyes, 
 with bold new decisions your people arise.    Refrain 

 

Offertory Prayer Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
Your continued financial support is most gratefully appreciated.  https://wesleyknox.com/givings/ 

 

O God, your church international needs resources to bring the good news to all and life saving 
products to those without.  Help us see the need of those whose faith is weak, or lost, and those who 
have nothing.  In the name of Jesus the Christ, we can help.  Help us see the need and recognize that 
there are folk in our community who do not look like us or have faith like us or are like us but need our 
help.  Help us to be cheerful givers expecting nothing in return except the sure knowledge that we are 
in your service.  Amen.  

 

Prayers of the People Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

Lord we love a celebration.  Today we celebrate the long life of your church throughout the world.  On 
that first Pentecost, the disciples were accused of having over indulged in Beaujolais nouveau, by 
those who had not been touched by Jesus’ teaching or the Spirit of God through Christ.  We are here 
as disciples of Jesus and part of his Pentecostal team in Wortley Village.  We have been touched by 
the Spirit.  Free us O God from the constraints of the Covid Pandemic so we may rejoin the greater 
community bringing the good news to the people among us and, through the mission and Service 
fund, throughout the world. 
 

https://wesleyknox.com/givings/
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O God, you sent your son to be with us at a critical time of Israelite history.  It was a time when the 
Children of Israel were lost and needed a reconnection with you and each other.  The mission of Jesus 
helped them, and all people of the Mediterranean Region, reconnect with you through his mission.  
Then on the day of Pentecost, the announcement to the world with the metaphorical tongues of fire 
and hallowed wind, the birth of the church world wide.  We when we celebrate the birth of the church 
universal, we are reminded that we, like Jesus and the original twelve, live in a world of transformation 
which is often very difficult for us to see and understand.   As we age, we often long for the good old 
days when living was easier and we understood more of the world than we do today.  Help us with a 
renewed Pentecost which better reflects Jesus’ mission in the 21st century. 
 

Finally, God we pray for hope.  In our warp speed of change in 2021, we need to feel that tomorrow is 
secure, especially in the mission and deeds of your son Christ Jesus.  We pray for hope in a world 
which at times seems to offer none.  Be with our Search Committee as they pursue the challenges of 
find a new faith leader for our congregation.  We pray as well for our various committees of the flock 
that they may again re-engage with the community and all its needs.  We finally pray for ourselves.  
Keep us faithful and healthy in these times of trials and tribulations.  In Jesus name we pray.  Amen.  
 

Hymn: The Church of Christ in Every Age VU 601 verses 1, 2, 3, & 5 
[previously recorded on May 10, 2020 with hymn leader Sheila LeClair] 

 

1. The church of Christ, in every age, 
 beset by change but Spirit led, 
 must claim and test its heritage 
 and keep on rising from the dead. 
 

2. Across the world, across the street 
 the victims of injustice cry 
 for shelter and for bread to eat, 
 and never live until they die. 
 

3. Then let the servant church arise, 
 a caring church that longs to be 
 a partner in Christ's sacrifice, 
 and clothed in Christ's humanity. 
 

5. We have no mission but to serve 
 in full obedience to our Lord: 
 to care for all without reserve 
 and spread Christ's liberating word. 

Commissioning & Benediction Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

We are a faith community like no other.  Let us go from this place knowing we are challenged and 
loved by the Prince of Peace Jesus of Nazareth. 

 

Response (in unison) VU 298 
[previously recorded on August 23, 2020 with hymn leader Sheila Carson] 

 

 When you walk from here,  
 when you walk from here, 
 walk with justice, walk with mercy,  
 and with God’s humble care. 
 

Postlude: Allegro for Pedals (Flor Peeters) Karen Schuessler 
[previously recorded on August 2, 2020] 


