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“News for the Pews” 

CONNECT WITH US! 
 

91 Askin Street 

London, Ontario 

N6C 1E7 
 

519-673-4803 
 

wesleyknox@bellnet.ca  
 

www.wesleyknox.com 
 

 

Facebook 

 

Moving in the Spirit… 

A diverse, welcoming, caring  

 and active faith community. 

A place to learn, grow,  

 build a relationship with God  

 and make a difference  

 in the world. 

Office Hours: 
As of APRIL 2021 

Lockdown orders in effect.               

Please call ahead as there 

are no regular office hours. 
 

Remember we are now asking    

everyone to call ahead before           

coming to the building.              

This avoids having too many 

folks in the building and            

overlapping areas in use. 

Sunday, May 23, 2021 

Each year in the church we celebrate Pentecost, the 

arrival of the Holy Spirit.  The story is found in 

the Book of Acts written by Dr. Luke.  Unoffi-

cially it is called the Birthday of the Church.  What this means is a 

recognition that the faith of Jesus of Nazareth was now being practiced 

throughout the Roman Empire and was available to anyone who was 

willing to take on the membership through baptism.  Preparation for 

baptism in those days was a long and arduous process.  It took a year 

of learning from other baptised Christians, with the lessons focusing on 

the similarities to Judaism and the differences which made Christians, 

Christian.  In the early times of the first century instruction was given in 

the homes of the early adherents.  As time moved on and an adminis-

trative structure was slowly established with houses of worship being 

established, baptism instruction took on a more uniform curriculum.  

The baptism itself was often done in a tank filled with water with stairs 

leading into and from the tank where the candidate walks down and 

emerges a ‘new person’. 

 

In our Christian tradition Pentecost was known as Whitsun Sunday. It 

was always celebrated on the seventh Sunday after Easter, which is 

this Sunday May 23.  In Great Britain it was a national holiday until 

1971.  In the North West of England, there were parades in towns 

made up of the members of the Anglican and chapel churches.  These 

were called Whit Walks which still take place today in some communi-

ties and feature bands and choirs.  Tradition had Morris Dancers cele-

brating with traditional dances.  Whitsun was the first holiday of the 

summer.   

Minister’s Musings 
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In This Edition… 

 

Page 2 -Minister’s Musings, continued 
 -Upcoming Dates to Remember 
 -From Rev. Pirie…re: Vaccines 
 -Alan Gotlib's Story  
 

Page 3 -Spring Renewal Update 
 -Church Calendar (2 weeks) 
 -Congratulations! 
 

Page 4 -Summer Student Opportunity 
 

Page 5 -Moment for Mother Earth 
 -NEW!!! Zoom Gathering 

 

Page 6 -from the Inclusivity and Affirm Ctte 
 

Page 7 -NEW!!! L’Arche London 
 

Page 8 -Prayer Cycle & Resources 

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 

Thurs. Apr. 08 

OFFICE CLOSED... 

...as per stay-at-home orders. 
 

Sun. May 23 

VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE 

Available to watch anytime after                 

today’s date on our YouTube channel! 
 

ZOOM GATHERING @ 11 am 

Social time begins today, running every 

Sunday morning! 

 

Mon. May 24 

Victoria Day - Building Closed (still!) 
 

Sun. May 30 

VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE 

Available to watch anytime after                 

today’s date on our YouTube channel! 
 

ZOOM GATHERING @ 11 am 

Social time running every Sunday                

morning! 
 

Thu. Jun. 03 

OFFICE REOPENS... 

...if stay-at-home order lifts as planned. 
 

Sun. Jun. 06 

VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE 

Available to watch anytime after                 

today’s date on our YouTube channel! 
 

ZOOM GATHERING @ 11 am 

Social time running every Sunday                

morning! 
 

NOTE: Arlene will be on vacation every 

Monday in May and June. 

The name Pentecost comes from the Greek language and 

means 50th.  It was celebrated as the 50th day of Passo-

ver.  In the Jewish tradition it stood for the Festival of the 

Weeks.  The Festival of the Weeks celebrated the first 

fruits of the harvest.  For Christians, Pentecost means a 

moving away from the Jewish notion of a God just for the 

Jews, to a God who is for everyone.  In the Book of Acts, 

Pentecost has all the disciples in one place where red 

tongues of flame touch the members and they begin to 

speak in foreign languages.  People outside hear the lan-

guages they know the disciple cannot speak and suggest 

that it is the result of the new wine.  Scholars today are 

unanimous that this story is an illustrative metaphor.   

Submitted by Rev. Pirie Mitchell 

FROM THE INCLUSIVITY AND AFFIRM COMMITTEE...  

Alan Gotlib's Story  

 

A warm invitation to listen to the radio documentary of Alan 

Gotlib and his experiences since coming out as gay 40 years 

ago. This radio documentary includes an interview with our 

very own RICHARD YAKE along with Alan's story told through 

music.  

 

Link to CBC Radio Documentary: https://www.cbc.ca/radio/

docproject/this-man-threw-himself-a-coming-out-party-40-

years-after-first-declaring-his-sexual-orientation-1.6015013 

Rev. Pirie attended a Zoom meeting with London’s 
mayor and other faith leaders in the city.  The 

meeting was called to enlist the help of faith lead-
ers to ensure that all members of their churches, 
mosques, and synagogues have had access to the 
Covid Vaccine.  If for whatever reason you have 

not been inoculated against the virus, how can we 
help?  Please call the office or Rev. Pirie. 
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Calendar of events as reported to the office as of 2021.05.19 

SPRING RENEWAL PROJECT! 
Update for the week of May 23 

 

• A new light fixture has been installed in the ad-
min office .  It is only 15 watts and  is the exact 
same size as a ceiling panel!  Brighter and more 
energy efficient! 

 

• ...Library Update:  The removal of outdated, 
worn and discoloured books from the Library 
collection has begun.  None of the items have 
been discarded, though.  When the COVID re-
strictions are eased and it's safe to do so, any-
one who wants to have a look at these books 
will be able to arrange to do this. We'll let you 
know when this is possible.   

• Diane and Arlene 
 

If you are willing to help us with your 
time and talents on these projects, or 
you have an idea, or you would like to 
financially sponsor a project, (in part 
or in whole), please let us know!   
 

If you would like to  help monetarily,  
please mark your donation as “spring renewal project”. 

Congratulations to  

Kennedy Kimber-Johnson  
who successfully defended 

her thesis and will be                

receiving a                             

Master of Music degree.                

Kennedy is now serving 

as Music Director at                     

Colborne Street                        

United Church.  
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MOMENT FOR MOTHER 
EARTH… 

 

Last year there were 
many more people grow-
ing vegetables. This year I 
am seeing a lot of interest 

in the idea of "ReWilding". More people are 
using their gardens to help support birds in the 
city. Thank you to all who supported our Native 
Plant Sale. Will you be adding any native plants 
to your garden this year? 
 
National Observer: 
Canada's National Observer publishes investi-
gative reporting, in-depth analysis, solutions 
journalism, opinion and daily news coverage. 
We pursue stories that seek to identify and ex-
plore problems in society such as climate 
change. We also cover success and innovation 
to ensure that decision makers and members 
of the public are empowered to make informed 
choices. We have a special focus on how gov-
ernments and industry make decisions as well 
as the factors that influence their poli-
cies.  Have you subscribed yet?  Check out: 
Canada declares plastic a toxic substance:  
https://
www.nationalobserver.com/2021/05/13/
news/canada-officially-tosses-plastic-toxic-bin 
 
Last call Greening Sacred Spaces: 
Climate Action London is establishing a chapter 
of Greening Sacred Spaces in London.  We are 
seeking more people interested in being part of 
the steering committee to bring diverse faith 
communities together in a common goal to en-
gage more Londoners in taking positive action 
on climate change.  This could include caring 
for creation by planting pollinator gardens, or 
building awareness by hosting a climate discus-
sion or sharing energy efficiency tips.  If you 
would like to join our team, email us at Cli-
mateActionLondon@gmail.com. 

Coffee Time/Zoom Gathering 
 

Starting this Sunday, May 23, 2021, Wesley
-Knox will be hosting an opportunity for 
people to get together online for an infor-
mal coffee time.  
 
We all enjoyed the Glen Pearson Virtual 
Coffee Hour interviews over the past year, 
which helped keep us connected. Now we 
offer another way to see your friends and 
catch up with each other.  We all hope to 
take “online” and “Zoom” out of our daily 
vocabulary soon, but it’s important to con-
nect with your Wesley-Knox friends in 
whatever way possible.   
 
At 11 am we will convene our Coffee 
Time.  We will run this for at least the next 
month.  You can join from your computer 
or smartphone!  We are not publishing the 
link online for our own safety, but it will be 
available in the body of the email you re-
ceive weekly with the newsletter and bul-
letin.  
 
We hope you will watch the service, refill 
your mug and then join us for Coffee Time! 
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What is an Affirming Ministry? 
 “Affirming Ministries are congregations, presbyteries, Conferences, educational institutions, and other ministries within the United 
Church that publicly declare their commitment to inclusion and justice for people of all sexual orientations and gender identities. Alt-
hough Affirming Ministries make an explicit statement about issues of sexuality and gender, their commitment to justice is far broader. 
They continually grow and change as they seek to live more fully into God’s way of welcome, love, and justice for all creation.” 
 
Wesley-Knox: Where are we now in the Affirming Process? 
Wesley-Knox officially entered into the affirming process in February 2020 as announced at our AGM. We have an ad hoc committee 
(“Inclusivity and Affirm Discernment”) with the mandate of working towards becoming a more welcoming and inclusive community of 
faith.  
 
We are currently in the “Engaging” stage of the process: “Educating. Story telling. Praying. Hearing fears and hopes. Working with all 
the ministry and wider community to discern what being Affirming could look like for your ministry” 

 

 

 
 

For More Information visit http://affirmunited.ause.ca/ 

http://affirmunited.ause.ca/
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Region 7 - Antler River Watershed 
 

PRAYER CYCLE 

 

TRINITY UNITED CHURCH 
https://www.tucingersoll.ca/ 

 

(Located in Ingersoll, Ontario) 
 

Prayers for our church families  

enduring grief, loss, or loneliness. 

 

 

 

If you or a loved one is dealing with a   

difficult time, such as illness,                         

hospitalization, loneliness, or any of life’s 

challenges, our Pastoral Care team is     

available for support.   

Please call the Church office and you will 

be contacted by a member of our team:  

Linda Olson, Sandra Fox, Brenda Smith,               

Liz Dunlop, Paul Stewart ,or Pirie Mitchell.   

 

On evenings and weekends, you may 

reach Arlene or Mallory through                

Facebook Messenger                                   

(you do not need a Facebook account                 

to do this.)   

 

YOU ARE NOT ALONE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are part of the United Church of Canada 
 

www.united-church.ca/community-faith/

welcome-united-church-canada  
 

 

Our Region falls within the  

Antler-River Watershed, Region #7 
 

https://arwrcucc.ca/ 
 

 

Region 7 prayer Cycle and other                       

prayer resources: 
 

https://www.prayercycles.ca/

antlerriverwatershed 
 

 

Access daily devotionals here, provided by  

“The Upper Room” 
 

https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals 
 

 

Liturgical Calendar Resources  

for worship planning: 

https://www.united-church.ca/worship-

liturgical-season 
 

 

Handbooks and Guidelines for Staff, Council, 

Committees, and Volunteers: 

https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-

guidelines 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION DEADLINE IS 
WEDNESDAYS AT 12 NOON  
(BUT EARLIER IS BETTER!) 

https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada
https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada
https://arwrcucc.ca/
https://www.prayercycles.ca/antlerriverwatershed
https://www.prayercycles.ca/antlerriverwatershed
https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season
https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-guidelines
https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-guidelines

