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Sunday, June 06, 2021  
~ Second Sunday after Pentecost ~   ~ Celebrating Pride Sunday ~ 

Virtual Service 
 

 

Worship Team: Rev. Pirie Mitchell, Dan Leaver, the Horak family,  
  Marilynne McNeil, Liz Dunlop 
 

Music Team:  Karen Schuessler, Hymn Leaders (previously recorded) 
  Special Music: Emma Ratcliffe and Brian Ratcliffe 
 

Due to the pandemic, some components of the worship service have been recorded on location at the church,              
at the participants home, or we have used previously recorded videos.   

Participants contribute within their own comfort level. 
 

 

VU = Voices United hymnal  MV = More Voices hymnal 
Please sing along at home; we have provided the lyrics! 

Music Credits: One License #A-738765 
 

 

Prelude: Canon (Pachelbel - partial) (arr. S. Drummond Wolff)  Karen Schuessler 
[previously recorded on October 4, 2020] 

 

Welcome and Life & Work of the Church Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

Call to Worship Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

Welcome to Pride Sunday.  It is our annual service celebrating the diversity of our society and the 
place all of us have in it.  The LGBTQ2+ community are especially honoured today for their 
persistence and perseverance in pushing for a society where all are equal.  Let us join together and 
celebrate the emergence of equality in our Christian community. 

 

Opening Prayer (in unison) Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

O God, we truly have much to celebrate this Sunday.  Our faith community is continuing its journey 
toward becoming an Affirming Congregation within the United Church of Canada.  We celebrate the 
hard work of our organizers; we celebrate the new understandings of our congregation; we celebrate 
the new awareness all of us have in the miracle of Jesus’ agapé love for all people.  Be with is we pray 
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as our journey is still unfinished.  We all harbour doubts and unbecoming views which are contrary to 
your son’s teachings.  Help us grow today and become the people you called us to be.  Amen 

 

Lighting of the Christ Candle Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

Indigenous Land Acknowledgement Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

We acknowledge the lands on which our church stands in London Ontario Canada as lands previously 
occupied by indigenous people: the Chippewa Nation, the Oneida Nation, the Delaware and Neutral 
nations and the Huron nation. 

 

Hymn: This Day God Gives Me VU 410 verses 1, 2, 3 
[previously recorded September 13, 2020 with hymn leader John McFall] 

 

1. This day God gives me strength of high heaven, 
 sun and moon shining, flame in my hearth, 
 flashing of lightning, wind in its swiftness, 
 deeps of the ocean, firmness of earth. 
 

2. This day God sends me strength to sustain me, 
 might to uphold me, wisdom as guide. 
 Your eyes are watchful, your ears are listening, 
 your lips are speaking, Friend at my side. 
 

3. God’s way is my way, God’s shield is round me, 
 God’s host defends me, saving from ill. 
 Angels of heaven, drive from me always 
 all that would harm me, stand by me still. 
 

Learning with Children Dan Leaver 
 

Lord’s Prayer (in unison) (VU page 921) the Horak family 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed by thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
 forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Readings 
 

 Scripture reading: Leviticus 19:18 Liz Dunlop 
 Secular reading: Don’t call God a jerk! (by Ethel Gillespe) Liz Dunlop 
 Scripture reading: Luke 10:25-37 Marilynne McNeil 
 

Special Music: People Need the Lord (McHugh & Nelson) 

 [Previously recorded on May 31, 2020 by Emma Ratcliffe and Brian Ratcliffe] 
 

Reflection: A Personal reflection of sexuality in our time Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

Hymn: Jesus, United by Your Grace VU 591 verses 1, 2, 4 
 [previously recorded on August 2, 2020 with hymn leader Tarra Pegg] 
 

1. Jesus, united by your grace, 
and each to each endeared, 
with confidence we seek your face, 
and know our prayer is heard. 

 

2. Help us to see in each a friend, 
each other's cross to bear, 
let all their friendly aid extend, 
and feel the other's care. 

 

3. Drawn by the lodestone of your love, 
let all our hearts unite; 
let us toward each other move, 
and move toward your light. 

 

Offertory Prayer Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
Your continued financial support is most gratefully appreciated.  https://wesleyknox.com/givings/ 

 

O God, we are celebrating today the diversity of humankind.  We offer these our gifts to help in the 
work throughout the world to bring about equality to the many societies of this global community.   
Amen.  

 

Prayers of the People Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

Lord, today we celebrate the call from Jesus for all of us, including the LTGBQ+ community, including 
the African Canadians, the Indigenous Canadians, including those in the dominate society, to walk 
together in unity knowing the Christian event of brotherhood and sisterhood.  For many of us we have 
had to learn this wonderful commandment of Jesus that we are to love our neighbour which includes 
all those who make us uncomfortable.  Help us today to recognize the need for supporting each other.  
We are all part of the human family deserving of care and love from all. 
 

Many of us find it difficult to recognize that we are part of the brotherhood and sisterhood of human 
kind.  When we look back on our Canadian history, we see many examples of our marginalized 
citizens.  Today we pray for the 215 indigenous children who died in the Kamloops Residential School 
and whose bodies were found in an unmarked mass grave.  We pray for them today.  We pray for all 

https://wesleyknox.com/givings/


4 | P a g e  

citizens of our nation who are still marginalized because we in the power sector of Canadian society 
make them so.  O God, help us become a nation of citizens who are accepting of differences even 
though we don’t understand what makes the difference.   
 

Be with us we pray O God and give us the strength to change and become better citizens.  We pray as 
well that those who have been abused in communities may find the courage to forgive us.  Amen. 
 

Hymn: Lord, Speak to Me VU 589 verses 1, 2, 4 
[previously recorded on August 23, 2020 with hymn leader Sheila Carson] 

 

1. Lord, speak to me that I may speak 
 in living echoes of your tone; 
 as you have sought, so let me seek 
 your straying children lost and lone. 
 

2. O lead me, so that I may lead 
 the wandering and the wavering feet; 
 O feed me, so that I may feed 
 your hungering ones with manna sweet. 
 

4. O fill me with your fullness, Lord, 
 until my very heart o’erflows 
 in kindling thought and glowing word, 
 your love to tell, your praise to show. 

 

Commissioning & Benediction Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

Let us go from this place into the world recognizing that the person we walk with also walks with 
Christ.  Amen. 

 

Response (in unison) VU 298 
[previously recorded on August 23, 2020 with hymn leader Sheila Carson] 

 

 When you walk from here,  
 when you walk from here, 
 walk with justice, walk with mercy,  
 and with God’s humble care. 
 

Postlude: Prèlude (Reinhold Glière) Karen Schuessler 
[previously recorded on July 5, 2020] 


