
1 

 

“News for the Pews” 

CONNECT WITH US! 
 

91 Askin Street 

London, Ontario 

N6C 1E7 
 

519-673-4803 
 

wesleyknox@bellnet.ca  
 

www.wesleyknox.com 
 

 

Facebook 
 

 

Moving in the Spirit… 

A diverse, welcoming, caring  
 and active faith community. 
A place to learn, grow,  
 build a relationship with God  
 and make a difference  
 in the world. 

 

Sunday, June 6, 2021 

There 
 is a problem all Christians face when 

having to make decisions about some-

thing.  Yesterday I sold my camper trail-

er.  Ruth and I will not be camping anymore.  Maneuvering the 

camper down narrow side roads and setting it up at a 

campground was getting too much.  So, we put an ad in social 

media.  The man who bought it wanted me to make out the re-

ceipt for $2000 less then what he paid for it.  I told him I could not 

do that.  It was a moral decision.  We are often faced with these 

sorts of choices.   

 

A few years ago, the Toronto and London Pride Parade organiz-

ers disallowed the police to march in their Pride Parades.  Many 

understood the reason for the exclusion was based on the past 

behaviour of the police with the LGBTQ+ community.  My concern 

with this decision however, was that it locked down any sort of 

discussion to ease the disconnect between the two communities.  

Healthy communities discuss their differences and look for a path 

forward.  There are plenty of examples in Canada where this has 

happened.  The moment one side refuses to discuss joint prob-

lems with another, then a human impasse occurs. 

 

Take gay marriages for example.  The United Church for years 

would never consider marrying gay individuals.  Our gay mem-

bers continued the dialogue however.  Today most ministers will 

marry gay men or woman when asked.  The United Church of 

Minister’s Musings 

Office Hours 
 

Monday* to Thursday 

 8:30 am to 2:30 pm 

 (lunch 12 pm  to 1 pm) 

Friday 

 8:30 am to 12:30 pm 
 

* during the month of June, the office 

admin is on vacation.  Rev. Pirie is 

available between 9 am to 12 pm to 

speak with you in person, answer the 

phone, and answer the door.  Emails 

will be returned on Tuesdays. 
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In This Edition… 

 
 

Page 2 -Minister’s Musings, continued 
 -Upcoming Dates to Remember 
 ...office is now open! 
 
 

Page 3 -Spring Renewal Update 
 -Church Calendar (2 weeks) 
 
 

Page 4 -Minute for Mission 
 

Page 5 -Moment for Mother Earth 
 -NEW!!! KSS online concert 

 
 

Page 6 -Fun stuff 
 -From Inclusivity and Affirm Committee 
 
 

Page 7 -Check out our Zoom Social Time! 
 
 

Page 8 -Prayer Cycle & Resources 

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER: 

 

Wed Jun 02 

OFFICE NOW OPEN!!! 
 

 

Fr. Jun. 04 

WKUC MARKET 

Week 1 begins!  See attachments in your 

email for details. 
 

 

Sun. Jun. 06 

VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE 

Available to watch anytime after                 

today’s date on our YouTube channel! 
 

ZOOM* GATHERING @ 11 am 

Social time running every Sunday!  
 

 

Sun. Jun. 13 

VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE 

Available to watch anytime after                 

today’s date on our YouTube channel! 
 

ZOOM* GATHERING @ 11 am 

Social time running every Sunday!  
 

 

Sun. Jun. 20 

VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE 

Available to watch anytime after                 

today’s date on our YouTube channel! 
 

ZOOM* GATHERING @ 11 am 

Social time running every Sunday!  
 

 

* Link for the Zoom Gathering is the same 

every week!  Check the body of your 

weekly email for the information! 
 

NOTE: Arlene will be on vacation every 

Monday in May and June. 

Canada still talks to the Presbyterian Church of Cana-

da and the Angelicin Church of Canada even though 

both do not marry gay couples.  The Roman Catholic 

Church has only recently recognized the gay commu-

nity but refuses to marry gay couples.  Dialogue is the 

ongoing answer.  There are examples of success by 

talking.  Through the World Council of Churches all 

members accept each other’s baptisms. 

 

If we can stand back for a moment and look at Jesus’ 

ministry, he was constantly encouraging people to 

learn and grow.  The story of the Good Samaritan is a 

case in point.  He did not dismiss the lawyer because 

he did not like his tactics.  He engaged the lawyer; 

and the lawyer learned and grew.  If we keep an open 

mind at Wesley Knox and engage with other Chris-

tians who are not like us, then we have an opportunity 

to grow in wisdom and faith; and so do they.   
 

Submitted by Rev. Pirie Mitchell 

Rev. Pirie attended a Zoom meeting with London’s 
mayor and other faith leaders in the city.  The 

meeting was called to enlist the help of faith lead-
ers to ensure that all members of their churches, 
mosques, and synagogues have had access to the 
Covid Vaccine.  If for whatever reason you have 

not been inoculated against the virus, how can we 
help?  Please call the office or Rev. Pirie. 
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Calendar of events as reported to the office as of 2021.05.26 

SPRING RENEWAL PROJECT! 
Update for the week of May 30 

 
• The spare office is now fully painted, and changed over to the “Printing Room!!!  

Watch for an upcoming video worship to see the results! 
 
• Dianne Knoppert has been diligently sorting out items in the library.  Some items 

we are not keeping.  If you would like to view these items and take any home, you 
are welcome to pop by the church and browse them.   They have been set up in 
the Parlour. 

 
If you are willing to help us with your time and talents on these projects, or you have 
an idea, or you would like to financially sponsor a project, (in part or in whole), please 
let us know!   
 

If you would like to  help monetarily,  
please mark your donation as “spring renewal project”. 
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MINUTE FOR MISSION 

 

Esbikenh’s Story  

We all have superpowers. Generosity is one of them. But did you know that the power of generosity through 

Mission & Service supports real-life superheroes? 

 

Esbikenh was once a junior kindergarten teacher. While he grew up knowing his ancestral language, An-

ishinaabemowin (pronounced Ah-nish-nah-BEM-win), sadly the children he taught didn’t. “One day I turned 

on YouTube and saw superhero videos. I thought, ‘Why not make these videos and we will just have all the 

superheroes speak in Anishinaabemowin?’” says Esbikenh. 

 

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada’s Calls to Action include reclaiming, revitalizing, 

strengthening, and maintaining Indigenous languages. This is critical for cultural revitalization. It’s also im-

portant because when people are able to speak their ancestral language, self-understanding and self-esteem 

grows, health improves, and the sense of connection and relationships with others flourishes. Knowing how 

important learning Anishinaabemowin is to the children he once taught, Esbikenh applied for a project grant 

from the United Church. The Healing Fund, which is nearly entirely funded through Mission & Service, ad-

dresses the ongoing impacts of the residential school system.  

 

With financial support secured, Esbikenh’s filming has begun. When the videos are finished, they will be used 

as an educational resource for teachers, parents, and anyone who wants to learn the Anishinaabemowin lan-

guage.  

 

Ashley Riley, the librarian and arts coordinator at Antler River Elementary School of Chippewas of the 

Thames First Nation, Ontario, plays a starring role in the films. She describes the systemic oppression of In-

digenous peoples in Canada that results in the loss of language, among other things. Ashley’s mother is a res-

idential school survivor, and because she wasn’t allowed to speak her language at school Ashley didn’t learn 

it growing up. “We weren’t allowed to speak our own languages. We weren’t allowed to be who we were. 

We weren’t allowed to practise our own ceremonies. My mother grew up thinking the language wasn’t that 

important. She’s slowly learning now. She says a prayer every morning in her own language. I’m hoping the 

community will get involved in creating more language videos,” Ashley says.  

 

Why did Ashley decide to participate in the video project? She believes each one of us has the power to 

make a difference. “Every single person is a superhero. Every single person has a gift to share with the world. 

I think the most important thing is realizing the gift you can bring to your community,” she says. 

 

Through Mission & Service, your generous gifts help repair harm and extend hope.          

Please support the vital, healing work we do together.  We can do much more together 

than we ever could alone. Thank you! 
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MOMENT FOR MOTHER 
EARTH… 

 

Youth voice: 

Sophia Mathur is current-

ly 14 years old and one of 

the country’s most high-

profile and effective climate activ-

ists.  She appeared with Greta Thunberg on an 

Amnesty International climate activism panel 

and marched together in the Global Climate 

Strike. Last year, she starred in the documen-

tary CitizenKid: Earth Comes First and this past 

March appeared in yet another film, The Fight 

for Tomorrow.  read more 
 

Listen: 

I plan to listen again to food writer Mark Bittman 

as he talks about how our modern food system 

has evolved into something that's feeding us 

unhealthy foods, wrecking the environment, 

and reinforcing inequality. He tells us why he 

thinks changing that model is urgent, and talks 

about his new book, Animal, Vegetable, Junk: A 

History of Food, from Sustainable to Suicidal on 

today's "The Current" with Matt Galloway. I 

found it very interesting, especially when he 

talked about how government policy shapes 

what food is grown - esp corn, rice and wheat.

(this interview starts at 21:19) https://

www.cbc.ca/radio/thecurrent/the-current-for-

may-27-2021-1.6041443. 

  

from MacLean's magazine: London's own 

Mike Moffat 

Canada’s level of climate ambition targeted this 

decade keeps climbing ever upwards now with 

a 40-45 per cent emissions reduction target—

and a plan to reach almost all of it in less than 

two years. In fact, our aspirations are so great 

that we have a new problem. This level of cli-

mate action is going to create too many jobs. 

Mike discusses how two big bottlenecks stand 

in the way of Canada’s climate ambition: a 

shortage of skilled labour and a shortage of 

housing. read more  

KSS ONLINE CONCERT… 

THIS SATURDAY!!! 
 

À la Carte! Celebrating Food 
 

Karen Schuessler Singers online  

concert… 

It's on Saturday, June 5th at 7 PM! 
 

A concert all about food!  With 

barbecue season around the cor-

ner, what’s not to like?  This 15-

minute online concert includes 

music by  Lionel Bart from Oliver!, 

Les Misérables, classic folksong, 

and general hilarity as the Karen 

Schuessler Singers express their 

loose and wacky side!   

Saturday, June 5, @ 7 PM 

A link to the concert will be placed 

at www.kssingers.com  

just before 7 PM! 

https://climateactionlondon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62891c4ee4b5e144b1fc99372&id=68e32fb1fb&e=c2f29f1110
https://climateactionlondon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62891c4ee4b5e144b1fc99372&id=3d680ff104&e=c2f29f1110
https://climateactionlondon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62891c4ee4b5e144b1fc99372&id=3d680ff104&e=c2f29f1110
https://climateactionlondon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62891c4ee4b5e144b1fc99372&id=3d680ff104&e=c2f29f1110
https://climateactionlondon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62891c4ee4b5e144b1fc99372&id=f769d58ddf&e=c2f29f1110
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Fun Stuff! 

Funny, Random & Weird Holidays 

Jun 1 Say Something Nice Day 

Jun 2 Leave the Office Early Day 

Jun 3 Repeat Day 

Jun 4 Hug Your Cat Day 

Jun 4 National Doughnut Day 

Jun 6 Drive-In Movie Day 

Jun 7 VCR Day 

Jun 8 Best Friends Day 

Jun 9 Donald Duck Day 

Jun 10 Iced Tea Day 

Jun 11 Corn on the Cob Day 

Jun 12 Red Rose Day 

Jun 13 Sewing Machine Day 

Jun 14 Bourbon Day 

Jun 15 Nature Photography Day 

Jun 16 Bloomsday 

Jun 17 Eat Your Vegetables Day 

Jun 18 International Picnic Day 

Jun 18 International Panic Day 

Jun 19 World Juggling Day 

Jun 19 Sauntering Day 

Jun 21 Daylight Appreciation Day 

Jun 22 Onion Ring Day 

Jun 23 Typewriter Day 

Jun 24 Swim a Lap Day 

Jun 25 Take Your Dog to Work Day 

Jun 25 Please Take my Children to Work Day 

Jun 26 Chocolate Pudding Day 

Jun 27 Helen Keller Day 

Jun 28 Tau Day 

Jun 29 Camera Day 

Jun 30 Meteor Watch Day 

From the Inclusivity and Affirm Committee 

 

In this time of isolation due to Covid-19, we have 

become more aware of inequities in our world.  

Each day there are more calls to action.  It can feel 

overwhelming.  

 

As with most big challenges, baby steps are a great 

way to start.  There is a myriad of resources availa-

ble. For myself, with each new exposure, I confront 

and examine my own biases.  Not always comforta-

ble! 

 

A few months ago, I watched “A Secret Love”, a 

Netflix documentary.  What a beautiful story of love 

and the challenges of ageing!.  

 

After reading “White Fragility” by Robin DiAngelo, I 

had to confront the fact that I was, indeed, a racist! 

We will be discussing this book when we can all get 

together.  We have several copies available to bor-

row.  Ms. DiAngelo has a couple of YouTube offer-

ings as well if you want a head start. 

 

As a further challenge, I plan to watch the TVO origi-

nal, “The Fruit Machine,” Monday June 28 at 10 pm 

which deals with the decades long homosexual 

witch-hunt within the Canadian government.  

 

I have been so grateful for our UC magazine, Broad-

view.  Where else could one find such thoughtful 

articles?  A transgender Anglican priest, the decima-

tion of the Muslim minority in China, and how to 

heal from a fight with white supremacy are all fea-

tured in the June issue! 

 

It’s an exciting time of change which I pray will lead 

to a kinder world! 

 

Submitted by Linda Olson 
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Coffee Time/Zoom Gathering...join us each Sunday morning for fun and fellow-

ship!  Here are some screen shots of last week’s time together. 
 

At 11 am we will convene our Coffee Time.  We are not publishing the link 

online for our own safety, but it will be available in the body of the email you 

receive weekly with the newsletter and bulletin. (HINT: IT IS THE SAME LINK 

EVERY WEEK!)  We hope you will watch the service, refill your mug and then 

join us for Coffee Time 
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Region 7 - Antler River Watershed 
 

PRAYER CYCLE 

 

NEW SCOTLAND UNITED CHURCH 
 

 

(Located in Blenheim, Ontario) 
 

Prayers for our church families  

enduring grief, loss, or loneliness. 

 

 

 

If you or a loved one is dealing with a   

difficult time, such as illness,                         

hospitalization, loneliness, or any of life’s 

challenges, our Pastoral Care team is     

available for support.   

Please call the Church office and you will 

be contacted by a member of our team:  

Linda Olson, Sandra Fox, Brenda Smith,               

Liz Dunlop, Paul Stewart ,or Pirie Mitchell.   

 

On evenings and weekends, you may 

reach Arlene or Mallory through                

Facebook Messenger                                   

(you do not need a Facebook account                 

to do this.)   

 

YOU ARE NOT ALONE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are part of the United Church of Canada 
 

www.united-church.ca/community-faith/

welcome-united-church-canada  
 

 

Our Region falls within the  

Antler-River Watershed, Region #7 
 

https://arwrcucc.ca/ 
 

 

Region 7 prayer Cycle and other                       

prayer resources: 
 

https://www.prayercycles.ca/

antlerriverwatershed 
 

 

Access daily devotionals here, provided by  

“The Upper Room” 
 

https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals 
 

 

Liturgical Calendar Resources  

for worship planning: 

https://www.united-church.ca/worship-

liturgical-season 
 

 

Handbooks and Guidelines for Staff, Council, 

Committees, and Volunteers: 

https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-

guidelines 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION DEADLINE IS 
WEDNESDAYS AT 12 NOON  
(BUT EARLIER IS BETTER!) 

https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada
https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada
https://arwrcucc.ca/
https://www.prayercycles.ca/antlerriverwatershed
https://www.prayercycles.ca/antlerriverwatershed
https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season
https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-guidelines
https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-guidelines

