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Antler River Watershed Regional Council 
Worship Service for Sunday, June 13, 2021 

 

 
Gathering Song: I’m Standing on the Solid Rock (Copyright covered under CCLI) 
 Words & Music by Harold Lane 
 
Flame Pot Lighting  Rev. Mark Marshall
 (Copyright covered under One License)using “Like a Rock” MV 92 

 
Mindful of where we gather – the land that each of us individually is sitting on, and 
collectively we share, we remember the heaviness of colonialism as we begin our time 
together.  We’re going to take a few moments to light the flame pot.  It is a heavy stone – a 
reminder of God, The Rock.  And as we light it, the flame reminds us of the light of Christ 
that warms us, that guides us, that calls us forward.  And as we see the flame dance, we are 
reminded that the Spirit is dancing here with us. 

 
Call to Worship with Land Acknowledgement Rev. Karlene Brown-Palmer 

 
One: Who are we in Canada?  
 
All: We are First Peoples who have walked these lands for thousands of years and over 
 600 more peoples have joined them. We are multitudes from all corners of God’s 
 world: Different countries colour class and creed coming together as Canadians. 
 
One: Where are we in Canada?  
 
All: We are in the streets, in our neighborhoods, in workplaces, schools, and community 
 centers, and in temples, mosques and churches together. We are here, at Antler 
 River Watershed Region together.  We pause to acknowledge all of the Indigenous 
 peoples of this great land of “Turtle Island,” their ancestors, and all seven 
 generations before and after us in this place. 
 
One: Why have we gathered here? 
 
All: As we gather, we are mindful that we are here to celebrate and give thanks for our 
 cultural differences. We are here to praise God for the gifts of intercultural 
 relationship and the desire to live joyfully and equitably with one another. We are 
 here to worship. Thanks be to God. 
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Opening Prayer  Rev. Karlene Brown-Palmer 
 
Journeying God we come as people of the wide road, people of the narrow road people of 
the less trodden road. In this time, give us grace for the journey, strength, hope, 
compassion, and peace in the midst of challenges. Walk alongside us and open the eyes of 
our hearts to sense your presence, protecting us, encouraging and loving us. We have 
gathered worship the risen Lord who journeys with us! Come let us praise our God! 

 
Hymn: Spirit God, Be Our Breath (Copyright covered under One License) MV 150 
 
House of Cards Animation by Gavin Marshall 
 
Children’s Time Rev. Mark Marshall 
 featuring Nathan Marshall, Jaden Mallette, Dominic Marshall & Caleb Marshall 

 
Based on Matthew 7:24-27 using Jumbling Tower blocks (“Jenga,”) the children are asked 
to remove some upper blocks to see how easy that is.  Then the children are asked to try 
removing some of the bottom blocks until it crashes: we need solid things as a base on 
which to build our lives like scripture, like Jesus, like love a prayer is given thanking God for 
giving us a secure base to jump off from and for being a safe haven to which we can return 
and asking for help that we may be that for others. 

 
Children’s Hymn: “The Wise Man & Foolish Man” by Ann Omley (Public Domain) 
 
Prayers for Justice and Equity 

 
Incorporating Anthem “Down to the River to Pray with Lord, Listen to Your Children 
Praying”.  Traditional Spiritual Words & Music by Ken Medema & arranged by Mary 
McDonald © 1973, 2015, 2018, 2020 Hope Publishing Company.  Copyright CCLI #5381417 
 

Music As I went down to the river to pray, 
 Studyin’ about that good old way 
 And who shall wear the starry crown, 
 Good Lord, show me the way. 
 O children, let’s go down, 
 Let’s go down, come on down. 
 O children, let’s go down –  
 Down to the river to pray. 
 Down to the river to pray. 
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Call to Prayer  Rev. Karlene Brown-Palmer 
 

Let us pray: we pray for those who face injustice.  Father, we bring before You Your 
children – Your children, in spite of the fact that You created them and You said that they 
were great and wonderfully made.  You knit them together in their mother’s womb.  We 
come to a place where persons are treated unjustly.  Persons are treated, not because of 
the content of their character, but because of the colour of their skin.   
 
Father, we pray that, even in the midst of this, that You would cause Your hand to rest 
upon these persons.  Remind them that it is not the mind of man, but it is the mind of God 
that they are precious in Your sight.  Remind us God, that, even though we see the least, 
You see the most in us.  And so, God, hold in the palm of your hands those who hurt, those 
who have felt the pain of injustice.  Lord God, soothe their every fears.  Restore in them 
their humanity, and Lord, touch them in ways they cannot even begin to understand, the 
loving Father that You are, that You love them.   
 
Father, cause each of us to think critically before we harm others with our words, with our 
actions, and we pray for the healing of Your people, the healing of those who are 
downtrodden, the healing of those who are on the fringes, because, indeed, You are a 
Healer and You will continue to soothe us and restore us to right relationships.  Heal your 
people we pray.  Amen 

 
Music O Lord, listen to your children praying. 
 O Lord, send your Spirit in this place. 
 O Lord, listen to your children praying. 
 Send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

 
The Prayer Continues Rev. Dr. Kenji Marui 

 
Dear God, our church speaks good words about intentions and following Jesus’ calls to 
inclusion, compassion, and justice, yet, without action, words ring hollow like a clanging 
cymbal or fading gong.  We pray for action to follow intention, for questions to continue 
our learning, for follow-up and follow-through to bring us to a new understanding of self 
and society, relationships that lead toward reconciliation.   
 
When former tactics no longer fit the new moment, let us respond with openness that we 
who have ears would hear and we who have hearts would love.  May we empathise with 
stories, but not claim them for our own.  May we listen without trying to solve.  May we 
acknowledge hardship and frustration, and anger and pain, without defensiveness.  In all 
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our efforts, may we seek your wisdom and grace, your mercy and meaning.  In Jesus’ name, 
Amen. 
 

Music Something’s gonna happen like the world has never known 
 When the people of the world get down to pray. 
 A door’s gonna swing open and the walls come a-tumblin’ down 
 When the people of the Lord get down to pray. 

 
The Prayer Continues Pretima Kukadia-Kinting 
 

Hello – I am Pretima Kukadia-Kinting and I am a Buddhist.  My husband, Johanne Kinting 
was raised as a German Catholic and is now United.  Our son’s father is a Muslim and our 
daughter’s mother is Chippewa of Walpole Island.  My prayer, as a Buddhist, is for all to 
honestly and bravely commit to being anti-racist, uncover the ways of suffering, and see 
the racism where it is within oneself and around oneself.  And then, do no harm – do not 
add to the racism in word, action, deed, and most especially in heart and soul.  And then, 
third, take down any barriers that separate us in our minds and our hearts, as we recognize 
that we are all one. 

 
Music  O children, let’s go down, 
 Let’s go down, come on down. 
 O children, let’s go down –  
 Down to the river to pray. 
 Down to the river to pray. 
 Down to the river to pray – to pray. 

 
The Prayer Continues Rev. Karlene Brown-Palmer 
 

Let us lift our prayers for healing and reconciliation: 
Lord, as we come to You, Your Word says, “There is a balm in Gilead” – that balm that 
soothes every sorrow, that balm that soothes every pain.  And so, Lord, as we come to You 
in this moment, we ask for the healing of our land, the healing of our people.  We ask for 
reconciliation, the healing of the bonds that break us apart.   
 
Lord, it starts with us owning that we are wrong, owning that we have failed our brothers 
and sisters, and, having owned that we have wronged each other, we ask forgiveness of 
each other.  Indeed God, You are the God that teaches us that You are a forgiving God, so 
let this quality now shine through each of us in this moment as ask each other to forgive us 
of the wrongs we have done.   
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Having asked for forgiveness, Lord, we turn to reconciliation.  We turn to the place where 
we can, having forgiven each other, we can move to a better tomorrow.  Lord God, cause 
us to be at the place where we can honour each other as vessels that You have chosen, 
vessels that You have ordained, vessels that You have poured out Your Holy Spirit into, 
vessels worthy of Your name.   
 
And so, God, it matters not colour, class, creed, or identity – it matters that we are Yours – 
chosen, honoured, and blessed.   
 
And so, God, may we go forth from this time of meeting, being the people that You have 
called us to be, being united, being healed and reconciled, ready to begin the new chapter.  
Yes, we might fail You, but we know that You are the God that forgives, and, when we fall 
down, You will help us to get up, brush off our knees, and to step forward again to continue 
the journey.   
 
So guide us, Lord, and may this journey be one that You will find us faithful because we’ve 
lived to the ideals You’ve called us to as Your people, as Your community, as Your Church.  
Bless us now, we pray through Jesus’ name.  Amen 

 
Music O Lord, listen to your children praying. 
 O Lord, send your Spirit in this place. 
 O Lord, listen to your children praying. 
 Send us love, send us power, send us grace. 
 Send us love, send us power, send us grace. 
 Send us love, send us power, send us grace. 
 I went down to the river to pray. 
 I went down to the river to pray. 
 I went down to the river to pray – to the river to pray. 

 
Poem Prayer: CommUNITY Jacquie McLeod 
 

Loving Creator, 
Thank you for the gift of the rainbow's promise. 
Your everlasting arms are wide open to embrace all humanity. 
Encourage us to colour outside the lines. 
Release narrow minds from judgement and condemnation;  
seeking, instead, global peace in unity. 
Help us to learn from our previous missteps, fearlessly moving forward, 
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searching for acceptance beyond simple tolerance, creating a just world where we become 
a loving community in your image. 
Creator, you are perfect love. 
May this be so in our hearts and actions in days to come.  Amen. 

 
Scripture Reading: Matthew 16: 13-18 (Contemporary English Version) 

 
 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 
people say the Son of Man is?”  They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; 
and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”   “But what about you?” he asked. “Who 
do you say I am?”  Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 
 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by 
flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven.   And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this 
rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 

 
Sermon: Keep Calm and Rock On  President Rev. Jane Van Patter 
 

It was July 1981… A 26-year-old Ordinand, I had driven my 1969 Chevy Nova from Ontario 
to New Brunswick finally arriving at the manse adjacent the church where I would begin my 
ministry on a 3 point pastoral charge.  
 
Not long after arriving, I did what I have done at the beginning of all new pastoral 
relationships. I call it, “Getting to Know You Visits.” – getting acquainted with the people – 
the members and friends of those 3 communities of faith with whom I will be working. 
A legend on the community grapevine, I looked forward to visiting the person everyone 
referred to as “Auntie Alice.” She was well into her 90’s and still going strong; still lived 
independently in her own home. It was as if she was the matriarch of the village…When 
Auntie Alice spoke, in her sharp, crusty voice, people listened. She was direct, upfront, 
offered sound advice, sage wisdom.  
 
Having set a date and time for our visit – in the days before cell phones and GPS, Auntie 
Alice gave me directions to her house over our landline phones. It helps to know that on 
the highway near where she lived was a small white clapboard church called Three Brooks 
Church. It had closed years earlier save for an annual service in August held in conjunction 
with the Decoration Day service in the adjacent cemetery. As she concluded her directions 
Auntie Alice declared, “Now Jane, when you get to the church, you’ve gone too far!” 
When you get to the church…you’ve gone too far… 
 
Ah, the church.   
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In the 16 chapter of the faith stories attributed to Matthew, Jesus, in conversation with the 
disciples, asks: “Who do people say that I am?” The disciples answer, “Some say you’re 
John the Baptist, or maybe Elijah, or Jeremiah or some other prophet.” Jesus asks, “But 
who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter is quick to speak up, “You are the Messiah, the Son 
of the Living God!” Jesus responds: “Simon, son of Jonah, you are blessed! You did not 
discover this on your own. It was shown to you by my Father in heaven. So I will call you 
Peter, which means ‘a rock.’ On this rock I will build my church.” (Mt 16: 13-18)     
 
As we remember from 3 weeks ago, Pentecost Sunday, the spirit of God breathed new life 
into the people who were gathered. The winds of change came upon them and they were 
blessed … blessed with the gifts of the spirit. It was on this occasion that Peter, filled with 
the gifts of the Spirit delivered his very first sermon… And so began the church.   
 
When other people, not present at the time, heard what had happened and challenged it, 
it’s possible they may have concluded: When you get to the church, you’ve gone too far!  
Fast forward through the generations of people since then.  
 
We who are gathered here, albeit it electronically, are the church. In this 21st century 
unchurched culture, I wonder…who or what do people say the church is? Who – or what - 
do we say the church is?  
 
In the days following the death of George Floyd under the knee of police officer Derek 
Chauvin (May 2020), Tyrone Edwards whom you may know from CTV’s e-talk was a guest 
on a segment of CTV’s the Social. Edwards, who is black was asked, “What can people do to 
make a difference?” 
 
Edwards, visibly shaken and upset by Floyd’s death replied: “The best thing anyone can do, 
is to stop acting like you didn’t see it. DO SOMETHING! Nothing changes until all issues … 
racism issues…2SLGBTQ+ issues, Indigenous issues, blaming Asian people for COVID 19 … 
ALL issues must become OUR issues…You don’t have to be an activist, but you can’t choose 
to do nothing either!  
Do something! All these issues require all of us to challenge ourselves and others about 
what we’ve always known, and believed; what we’ve been taught and the prejudices 
learned from our parents and role models” 
 
Do something!  In response to the growing Black Lives Matter movement, I along with well 
over 2000 other viewers watched the Stratford Festival Theatre’s live stream presentation 
called Black Like Me, past present and future: Behind the Stratford Festival Curtain. It was a 
panel conversation by actors, a make-up and hair design artist and others who are black 
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who are employed by the Stratford Festival Theatre or the Shaw Theatre in Niagara on the 
Lake.   
 
Allan, one of the panelists recalled a New York Times article about Peter Brook where it 
was suggested that Brook was “the pioneer of gender and colour blind casting.” Brook got 
angry and said in reply, “It’s not colour blind, it’s colour rich. We need to have our eyes – 
and our hearts - wide open to see the richness of life that we all bring on to the world stage 
called life.”       
 
It's about embracing and celebrating diversity! … Treating everyone fairly, justly. 
Martin Luther King Jr. said: “A church that has lost its voice for justice is a church that has 
lost its relevance in the world.”  

 
What is it? - we proclaim in A New Creed? … We are called to be the church, to  
love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil… We are called to action; to  
do something. 
 
In the Perspective section of the January/February 2020 edition of Broadview magazine, 
Karen Armstrong, one of the world’s leading religious historians is being interviewed about 
her book, The Lost Art of Scripture. In it she examines the religious and scriptural histories 
of India, China and the three Abrahamic traditions – Judaism, Islam and Christianity. Says 
Armstrong: “I discovered that all religions shared a concern from the very beginning with 
justice and equality. That’s a very important message for our time when we’re seeing 
massive global inequality. They were also concerned with the environment, another major 
concern of our time. Also, scripture had to be translated into practical action. It’s not just a 
question of reading the sacred texts and relishing them. You have to put them into practice 
and make them part of yourself!”        
 
Again, we the church are called to action; to do something!   
 
Looking back to June 10, 1925 the birth date of the United Church of Canada and seeing 
where we are now 96 years later, it’s clear that we have been doing something!  We are an 
Affirming Church. As a Region and as communities of faith within the region we are being 
called to discern best practices regarding the Truth & Reconciliation Calls to Action. We are 
engaged in Racial Justice Education and   aspiring to become an anti racist church; a church 
that practices inclusiveness; that is, colour rich! celebrates diversity, advocates for a 
universal basic income, cares for the environment, living with respect in creation; we have 
experienced a metamorphosis of sorts transitioning from being a church with Presbyteries 
and Conferences to be a church with Regional Councils across the country. As the church 
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have been doing something… Over the years we have grown, changed, and been 
transformed.  When it comes to the church, we have come a long way, we have come far 
since the beginning!  
 
As the church, as children of God on a faith journey together, we may find now ourselves 
asking, as children often do on a journey, “Are we there yet?  Are we there yet? Are we 
there yet?”          
 
Rev. Cameron Trimble was the theme speaker at the Tri-Regional meeting in  
Port Elgin in May 2019.  In April of that year, she did an interview for Raven Foundation and 
was asked: What is the purpose of the church today?  
 
“Pioneers of a new age in the church” says Trimble and “the church at its very best creates 
loving people” - by people who are loving… its who we were created to be by God and 
modelled for us through life, work and ministry of Jesus.   
 
In the fall when I began my ministry as President of Antler River Watershed Region, I 
wondered how to go about “Getting to Know You Visits” with   communities of faith in the 
region during this time of “limiting conditions.” An Epiphany occurred! – Finally - In that 
virtual worship services abound in a time such as this these days, I invited myself to 
worship services offered on Zoom, Facebook, YouTube, podcasts, and conference phone 
call. I reached out to communities of faith offering worship by way of an e-mail distribution 
and asked to be included their e-mail list for one Sunday.  
 
Tech savvy or not, I am in awe. Every service I have “attended” – NINETY so far and 
counting, has been heart felt, faith filled, authentic - offering an abundance of  food for the 
soul in a spirit of faith, hope and love. For an institution that often resists change saying, 
“We’ve never done it this way before!” the pandemic has changed us as it has forced us 
outside the safety, security and comfort of our buildings. Because of this change we’ve 
discovered how to offer sanctuary in new ways…Well done good and faithful!        
In follow-up e-mail correspondence with siblings in faith across the Region related to these 
visits, however, I have sensed “digital fatigue.” There is a deep hunger, a longing, a need to 
be reunited in person, in worship, reunited in pre and post-worship coffee socials, reunited 
around the Communion table, the Church Council Table, the UCW table, the Sunday School 
Table, the Baptismal Font. We sigh and wonder, “How long, O Lord? How long?”     
Which brings me to the Regional theme for the year ahead based on that Q & A between 
Jesus and the disciples that I referenced earlier.     
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Friends…like Peter, we, you and I…are blessed. We are the children of a loving God and we 
are blessed! You are blessed and on “the rock” about which Jesu spoke, the church 
continues being built by us…pioneers of a new age in the church…blazing new trails in the 
pursuit of justice, peace and love for all people that on earth do dwell.  
When it comes to the church, we have come a long way. We have gone far, thanks be to 
God!  
 
Are we there yet? Aware that the church is always a work in progress we know, don’t we, 
that the faith journey continues… we have far to go. As the church we still have we things 
to do, places to go, people to see!   
 
Last fall when I retired, a couple from the community of faith I had been serving invited me 
to their home for a visit. While there, the hosts gifted me with a sculpture created by Cathy 
Mark who lives near Lake Scugog, Ontario. The sculpture is a rock…with bare tree roots 
exposed clinging to the rock. It appears that the tree has and or is experiencing challenging 
times…the tree trunk bends, the windblown branches sway, yet still the tree roots hold fast 
to the rock.    
 
For me, this sculpture is a metaphor for the church…Throughout its history this United 
Church of Ours has experienced many good times and accomplished much in its ministry 
and mission. As the church we have also encountered and weathered storms, experienced 
difficult times; discovered that the road we travel is not always well paved, sometimes we 
are called to traverse rugged terrain and always we are challenged to do something!  
These days we also find ourselves bending under the strain of having to navigate our way 
beneath the dark cloud of Covid 19.  
 
With the vaccination roll out well under way, re-opening Ontario, the rest of the country 
and the world is not too far off. We are moving ever closer to emerging from this cocoon of 
pandemic living.  
 
In a recent e-mail to Regional Presidents from Moderator Rt. Rev. Richard Bott, this 
comment. “It is such a critical moment, as we come out from the pandemic, a time of 
intense adaptation and change, and strive to continue to respond to cries for justice and 
equity that echo across the planet… In a time such as this, we felt it important to have deep 
conversation with different communities about emerging opportunities.”     
 
Emerging opportunities…pioneers of a new age in the church…the church at its very best is 
about creating loving people… In all of this faith keeps us rooted to the rock upon which the 
church was built – and the wind … the Spirit of God’s love continues blowing through us 
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equipping us, enabling us… calling us to be bold, strong, courageous, faith filled and 
faithful, in our day and generation as the church – a windblown church, rooted to the rock 
of ages.     
 
I take comfort in these words of Bruce Harding’s hymn entitled Spirit God, Be Our Breath 
found in More Voices # 150.  In verse 4 these words, Spirit God: be our breath be our song. 
Blow through us giving strength to move on. Through change, through challenge, we’ll 
greet the new dawn…Spirit God, be our song.    
 
May it be so for every community of faith within the Region, the church we call Antler River 
Watershed.      
 
With all due respect to Auntie Alice, it seems to me that when you get to the church, you 
can never go too far!     
 
So then, in the spirit of “Holding and Encouraging Communities of Faith” to you I say, “Keep 
Calm, and Rock On!  AMEN 

 
Affirmation of Faith: A New Creed 

 
We are not alone,  
we live in God’s World. 
We believe in God: 
 who has created and is creating, 
 who has come in Jesus, 
  the Word made flesh, 
  to reconcile and make new, 
 who works in us and others 
  by the Spirit. 
We trust in God. 
We are called to be the Church: 
 to celebrate God’s presence, 
 to live with respect in Creation, 
 to love and serve others, 
 to seek justice and resist evil, 
 to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
  our judge and our hope. 
In life, in death, in life beyond death, 
 God is with us. 
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We are not alone. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Anthem: Hold on to the Rock Words & Music by Pepper Choplin 
  (Copyright CCLI & One License) 

 
Prayer of Intercession Rev. Karlene Brown-Palmer 
 

Let us pray: 
Dear God, we come before You, interceding on behalf of others.  We bring before You our 
world – a world that is hurting, a world that is broken, a world that is going through the 
ravages of COVID-19, a world that is hurting because there are wars and rumours of war.  
Father, intercede with Your world.   
 
We pray, God, for the leaders of different countries.  May we recognize, God, that You have 
placed them in this space for this time to meet the needs of Your people, that it will be not 
of self and all of Your guidance.  Father, we pray for the healing of our world, where we will 
recognize, Lord, that You call us to be each other’s keepers.  We bring before You our own 
country of Canada.  Lord God, in the midst of COVID-19, the midst of those who have lost 
loved ones, the midst of those who are recuperating, the midst of healthcare workers who 
are frazzled for the long hours they spend caring, in the midst of those of us who lack care 
for each other and have become anti-masked and have decided we will do things our way, 
we pray, God, for peace and stability.   
 
We pray, God, for the healing of our nation.  We pray, God, for our leaders that they might 
have the wisdom and the knowledge to lead us through these difficult times.  And as we 
look to opening more and more, God, cause us still to be mindful of each other, cause us to 
recognize that You call us to be the people who make a difference in this time.  We bring 
before You our Church – the Church Universal, God, that we will seek to unite with each 
other and to spread the gospel message far and wide in a world that is hurting, a world that 
feels lost, remind them that God is available.  We bring before You our own United Church 
of Canada.  We present before You our Moderator, Richard, our General Secretary, 
Michael, all those who lead in this time, all those who serve on General Council, and all 
arms of our church.  May we be mindful that we’re called into service, into fellowship with 
each other.  Father, we present before You our own Antler River Region.  We bring before 
you our Executive Minister, Cheryl-Ann, and all the persons who work in our Regional 
Office.   
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We pray, God, strength for the journey.  We pray, God, that you will just empower them, 
that as they serve us, they serve You.  We bring before You, our President, Jane.  Lord God, 
you have lifted her up in the style of service, and so, God, we pray that You will continue to 
lead her in the direction You would have her go.  We bring before You, Lord, every 
Community of Faith in this Region.  We bring before You, God, every clergy.  We bring 
before You the laity.  We bring before You the ministries that we offer for our Communities 
of Faith.  We bring before You every member, every child.   
 
We pray, God, that we would lift up the mantle of being united as one voice in this time – a 
voice that says, “Jesus is Lord.”  Lord, we bring before You those who are sick today.  Those 
who, for whatever reason, whatever ailment – we place them before You as Jehovah-
Rapha, our God who heals.  And we’re mindful, God, that healing is not only body 
sometimes, but an enabled body, mind, and spirit, so, God, minister to Your people.  May 
they sense Your very Presence as we pray in this moment.  We bring before You our 
children and our young people.  These are indeed serious times that they are in – times 
that, as adults, we can’t even help them to journey, but we can be an ever-presence in their 
lives.  Lord, build a fence of protection around them.  Lord, order their steps, and may we, 
as the Church, continue, Lord, to nurture them.  As we nurture them, God, we are planting 
within them seeds for the next generation.   
 
And so, God, as we come on behalf of others, we are lifting up our individual challenges.  
Each one of us are facing different kinds of situations, and, Lord, one thing we are thankful 
of is that, whatever the situation is, You will know it – You know it intimately, and so, God, 
we present ourselves before You.  Anoint us afresh and help us to be reminded that Your 
Word says You will never leave us nor forsake us, so minister to us, we pray.  And Father, 
whatever we have failed to ask, do not fail to grant it unto us, we pray, as we pray as our 
Saviour taught us: 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name; 
Thy kingdom come; 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the Kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
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forever and ever. 
Amen 

 
Offertory: What Can I Do?  (Copyright covered under One License) MV 191 

 
We acknowledge the many gifts – financial, time, talent and prayer – that are given through 
the church and lift them up to God, our Rock and our Refuge. 

 
Extinguishing Flame Pot  Rev. Mark Marshall 
 Accompaniment “Rock of Ages” instrumental music by Thomas Hastings (Public Domain) 
 

The light of our flame is extinguished, and yet, our path forward has been illuminated. 
The warmth of the flame is gone, but our hearts have been strangely warmed. 
The energy of the flame has left, but the Spirit energizes us for the work ahead. 

 
Commissioning & Benediction  Rev. Karlene Brown-Palmer and President Rev. Jane Van Patter 

 
My brothers and sisters, the end of our worship is the beginning of our witness. May 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit be our guide.  “Go in peace, Go in safety, for you cannot go 
where God is not.” 

 
Benediction Song:  You Cannot Go Where God is Not (Public Domain) 

words by Jane Van Patter, music by Mark Marshall 
 
Go, go in peace;  
Go, go in safety 
For you cannot go where God is not. 
Go, go in peace;  
Go, go in safety 
For you cannot go where God is not. 
As our worship concludes 
Our service continues 
So go, go in peace;  
Go, go in safety 
For you cannot go where God is not. 
Amen, Amen, Amen. 

 
Sending Forth: Go Make a Diff’rence MV 209 

(Copyright covered under CCLI & One License) 


