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Sunday, July 4, 2021  
~ Sixth Sunday of Pentecost ~ 

Virtual Service 
 

 

Worship Team: Rev. Pirie Mitchell, Dan Leaver, Alex Shand, Wren & Milne-Wren family 
 

Music Team:  Karen Schuessler, Hymn Leader: Tara Pegg 
  Special Music: Senior Choir recorded video 
 

All components of the worship service are recorded at either the participants homes or in the 
church sanctuary, in compliance with all pandemic guidelines. 

 

 

VU = Voices United hymnal  MV = More Voices hymnal 
Please sing along at home; we have provided the lyrics! 

Music Credits: One License #A-738765 
 

 

Prelude: Interlude II (Mark Hayes)  Karen Schuessler 
 

Welcome and Life & Work of the Church Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

Call to Worship Dan Leaver 
 

We are called today to look at speculation of Jesus’ early life.  Being a Christian in the 20th century 
requires us to be an historical detective.  How did Jesus grow up in the first century Galilee?  What 
were his experiences as a child and a young man?  What were his experiences in those first 30 years?   
What can we take with us today that will fill in some of the gaps the Gospels leave empty?  Come let 
us worship the God of Jesus of Nazareth with a look at his first 30 years. 

 

Opening Prayer (in unison) Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

O God, we know things are different today than they were two millennia ago.  Critical evaluation and 
the work of archeologists have given us much information of first century society.  Help us this morning 
to have the courage of examination which will allow our faith to grow through understanding.  Help our 
faith grow stronger.   Amen   

 

Lighting of the Christ Candle Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
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Indigenous Land Acknowledgement Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

We acknowledge the lands on which our church stands in London Ontario Canada as lands previously 
occupied by indigenous people: the Chippewa Nation, the Oneida Nation, the Delaware and Neutral 
nations, and the Huron nation. 

 

Hymn: Come, O Fount of Every Blessing     VU 559 verses 1 & 3 
 

1. Come, O Fount of every blessing, 
 tune my heart to sing your grace; 
 streams of mercy, never ceasing 
 call for songs of endless praise. 
 Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
 sung by flaming tongues above. 
 Praise the mount; I’m fixed upon it, 
 mount of God’s unfailing love. 
 

3. O, to grace how great a debt 
 or daily I am drawn anew! 
 Let that grace now, like a fetter, 
 bind my wandering heart to you. 
 Prone to wander, I can feel it, 
 wander from the love I’ve known: 
 here’s my heart, O, take and seal it, 
 seal it for your very own.

 

Learning with Children Dan Leaver 
 

Lord’s Prayer (in unison) (VU page 921) Alex Shand 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed by thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
 forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Readings Wren & Milne-Wren family 
 

 Scripture reading: Ezekiel 2: 1-5  
 Secular reading: Psalm 123 (Brandt’s Paraphrased edition  
 Scripture reading: Mark 6: 1-13  
 

Special Music: Senior Choir Virtual Anthem: A Celtic Prayer (Barry Peters) 

 

Message: It’s a long journey between then and now Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
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Hymn: O Jesus, I Have Promised VU 120 verses 1, 2, & 4 
 

1. O Jesus, I have promised to serve you to the end; 
 remain for ever near me, my Saviour and my friend: 
 I shall not fear the journey if you are by my side, 
 nor wander from the pathway if you will be my guide. 
 

2. O let me feel you near me: the world is ever near; 
 I see the sights that dazzle, the tempting sounds I hear; 
 my foes are ever near me, around me and within; 
 but, Jesus, then draw nearer and shield my soul from sin. 
 

4. O Jesus, you have promised to all who follows you, 
 that where you are in glory your servant shall be too. 
 And Jesus, I have promised to serve you to the end; 
 O give me grace to follow, my Saviour and my friend. 

 

Offertory Prayer Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
Your continued financial support is most gratefully appreciated.  https://wesleyknox.com/givings/ 

 

O God, your son’s mission cannot survive without our gifts of talent and currency.  Accept both of 
these gifts from us this morning and may they prove to be used judiciously in enhancing your son’s 
mission from this congregation. Amen.  

 

Prayers of the People Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

Lord, accept our prayers today as a people of Christ trying to see his mission in this day and age.  We 
are the people of the 21st century, often hampered by our 21st century understandings of the gospel’s 
word.  Help us grow to see what Jesus faced in the first century along with the customs and beliefs of 
his generation.  We know that to understand his ministry, we need to understand the way the world ran 
in his time.  Help us open the door so our modern minds can understand what Jesus faced in his time 
and place. 
 

Today we are reminded of the importance of children’s growing.  We can sense the love of Mary and 
Joseph toward their many children.  We know Jesus needed to train and grow intellectually to meet the 
commitment of your course for him.  What he called for was a transformation of intellect and faith to  
the people of his his time.  Help us keep the transforming change churning along, and stop it from 
falling into disrepute with a hardening of past concepts into concrete and rigid philosophies leading us 
to oblivion.  Help us be good parents and partners of parents allowing children to grow in the love of 
Christ. 
 

This date today reminds us of our neighbours’ national birth 245 years ago. The United States fought 
Britain to become an independent nation.  For the past 80 years the free world has depended on her 
for leadership.  We wish her well today as she celebrates her July 4th birthday as a nation.   
 
 
 
 

https://wesleyknox.com/givings/
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Hymn: Arise, Your Light Is Come VU 79 verses 1, 3, & 4 
 

1. Arise, your light is come! 
 The Spirit’s call obey; 
 show forth the glory of your God, 
 which shines on you today. 
 

2. Arise, your light is come! 
 All you in sorrow born, 
 bind up the broken-hearted ones 
 and comfort those who mourn. 
 

3. Arise, your light is come! 
 The mountains burst in song! 
 Rise up like eagles on the wing; 
 God’s power will make us strong. 

 

Commissioning & Benediction Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

Let us now depart from this place knowing that as part of our creation, God has given us the ability to 
discern and understand so we can move into the future learning, growing and becoming a people 
ready to carry Christ’s banner into tomorrow.  Go now in peace and understanding.  

 

Response (in unison) VU 298 
 

 When you walk from here,  
 when you walk from here, 
 walk with justice, walk with mercy,  
 and with God’s humble care. 
 

Postlude: Come, O Fount of Every Blessing (arr. Mary McDonald)  Karen Schuessler 


