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Sunday, July 11, 2021  
~ Seventh Sunday of Pentecost ~ 

Virtual Service 
 

 

Worship Team: Rev. Pirie Mitchell, Dan Leaver, Sylvia Sass, Kathey Coates,  
  Liz Dunlop 
 

Music Team:  Karen Schuessler, Hymn Leader: Marilynne McNeil 
  Special Music: Girls’ Choir 
 

In order to comply with Ontario’s pandemic response, all components of the worship service are: 
1) recorded (without any congregation present) in the sanctuary,  

2) recorded by people in their own homes, or  
3) recorded prior to the pandemic. 

 

 

VU = Voices United hymnal MV = More Voices hymnal Music Credits: One License #A-738765 
 

 

Prelude: Chaconne (J. C. Fischer) Karen Schuessler 
 

Welcome and Life & Work of the Church Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

Call to Worship Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

By the time Jesus burst on the Jerusalem scene with John the baptiser, John was very well known 
throughout the land as a force to be reckoned with.  He had a high following and provided the leader of 
Judea, King Herod, with some insecurity.  Who was this unkept Essen prophet attracting such 
support?  Was he Elijah, the traditional man to proclaim the arrival of the Messiah?  Or was he the 
Messiah himself?  John may well have come down in history as the teacher to the Messiah.  Whatever 
John was he cause much excitement in the Holy Land around the year 30 CE. 

 

Opening Prayer (in unison) Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

O God, today we welcome into our service the great man John the Baptist.  He was a great man of 
faith on his own.  He was a friend of Jesus and perhaps his teacher in Jesus’ early days.  History has 
clouded his reputation and true identity except that he was a powerful man of faith who cared about 
people and tried to help them become part of God’s kingdom.  Help us today explore this man John 
and understand something about his life and character.  Amen. 
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Lighting of the Christ Candle Dan Leaver 
 

Indigenous Land Acknowledgement Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

Long before the presence of the Europeans in Canada there were people here who lived off the land 
with skill and respect.  We acknowledge those people and the lands on which our church stands in 
London Ontario Canada as lands previously occupied by our indigenous neighbours: the Chippewa 
Nation, the Oneida Nation, the Delaware and Neutral nations and the Huron nation. 

 

Hymn: Come, Christians, Join to Sing VU 345 all verses  
 

1. Come, Christians, join to sing: Hallelujah! 
 Praise to our Servant King:  Hallelujah! 
 Let all with heart and voice, 
 saved by God’s gracious choice, 
 now in this place rejoice:  Hallelujah! 
 

2. Come, lift your hearts on high:  Hallelujah! 
 Let praises fill the sky:  Hallelujah! 
 Christ calls his people friends, 
 the helpless he defends, 
 a love that never ends:   Hallelujah! 
 

3. Praise yet our Christ again:  Hallelujah! 
 Raise high the joyous strain:  Hallelujah! 
 The whole creation o’er 
 let all God’s love adore, 
 singing for evermore:  Hallelujah! 
 

Learning with Children Dan Leaver 
 

Lord’s Prayer (in unison) (VU page 921) Sylvia Sass 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed by thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
 forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Readings  
 

 Scripture reading: Judges 11: 30-40 Liz Dunlop 
 Scripture reading: Mark 6: 14-29 Kathey Coates 
 

Special Music: And God Shall Wipe Away All Tears (Eleanor Daley)  

 Previously recorded in 2015 by the WKUC Girls’ Choir 

 

Message: The low end of the comparison chart Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

Hymn: On Jordan’s Bank VU 20 verses 1, 3, 4 
 

1. On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 
announces that the Lamb is nigh; 
awake and hearken, for he brings 
glad tidings of the King of Kings. 

 

3. In you, we find abundant life, 
 our refuge in the midst of strife; 
 without your grace we waste away 
 like flowers that wither and decay. 
 

4. Stretch forth your hand, our health restore, 
and help us rise to fall no more. 
O let your face upon us shine, 
and fill the world with love divine. 

 

Offertory Prayer Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
Your continued financial support is most gratefully appreciated.  https://wesleyknox.com/givings/ 

 

O God, our study of Jephthah’s daughter and John the Baptist remind us that evil and poor judgement 
abound in life.  Help us find a way to correct these evils in the world.  We offer you our gifts of currency 
and our service to bring about positive change to all citizens in our world.   Amen.  
 

Prayers of the People Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

Almighty God you have set a plumb line from the foundation of the world to lead us to truth.  Receive 
our prayer of hope and healing on behalf of the church of the world.  Give wisdom to all the leaders 
and people of the world.  Give wisdom to all leaders and people to resist the powers of fear and 
violence that destroy our common life.  In the face of injustice and oppression and brutal power, 
strengthening our wavering wills to stand in the power of Christ.  Stir up with in us the power to care to 
care for your creation, not as resources to be exploited, but as a precious gift to be held in trust as an 
evaluation of your faithfulness.  Inspire our church to share Christ’s love beyond the safety of these 
walls, and fill us with an infectious joy for sharing your gospel as we welcome your coming reign.  
Bring healing and wholeness to all who are haunted by broken relationships, abuse, illness, or terror 
and trauma of any kind; restore us to your peace.   
 

https://wesleyknox.com/givings/
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Eternal God, in Christ you gather all things up in heaven and earth; enfold all those who will be born 
this day and all those who will die in joy of your never-ending realm of peace, for our hope is set in 
Christ Jesus as we live and praise his glory.  Amen. 
 

Hymn:  Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness VU 375 verses 1 & 4 
 

Refrain: Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, 
  blow thro’ the wilderness calling and free, 
  Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, 
  stir me from placidness, 
  Wind, Wind on the sea. 
 

1. You moved on the waters, you called to the deep, 
 then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep; 
 and over the eons you called to each thing: 
 wake from your slumbers and rise on your wings.  Refrain 
 

4. You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes, 
 from the bondage of sorrow the captives dream dreams, 
 our women see visions, our men clear their eyes, 
 with bold new decisions your people arise.   Refrain 

 

Commissioning & Benediction Rev. Pirie Mitchell 
 

Commission and Benediction:  Go forth in joy and peace, for you are God’s beloved.  May the God of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ, fill you with every blessing through the power of 
the Holy Spirit.  Amen.  
 

Response (in unison) VU 298 
 

 When you walk from here,  
 when you walk from here, 
 walk with justice, walk with mercy,  
 and with God’s humble care. 
 

Postlude: Come, Christians, Join to Sing (arr. Hayes) Karen Schuessler 
 


