
1 

 

“News for the Pews” 
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91 Askin Street 

London, Ontario 

N6C 1E7 
 

519-673-4803 
 

wesleyknox@bellnet.ca  
 

www.wesleyknox.com 
 

 

Facebook 

 

Moving in the Spirit… 

A diverse, welcoming, caring  

 and active faith community. 

A place to learn, grow,  

 build a relationship with God  

Sunday, July 11 2021 

Perhaps it might be worthwhile to look at the      
rulers of the lands of Galilee and Judea.  In today 
gospel (Mark 6: 14-29) the name King Herod 
comes to the page.  “Was this the King Herod as 
mentioned in Matthew’s gospel when Jesus was 
born?” you might well ask.  No, this was his son.  
When Herod the Great dies his kingdom was      
divided up.  One of the inheritors was Herod the 
Great’s son who was king of Galilee when Jesus 
lived.  Judea went to a Roman protector and               
under the rule of an appointed agent from Rome.  
The most famous of these protectors was Pontius 
Pilate.  King Herod was responsible to the Roman 
Emperor along with other puppet kings and pro-
tectors appointed by Rome.  The children of Israel 
were also under the jurisdiction of the Sanhedrin, 
the governing religious leaders of the Temple.  All 
leaders demanded taxes, and along with the add-
ed fees of the tax collectors, the ordinary citizen 
was tax poor.  It was not a pleasant time to live. 
 
Despite the fact that John the Baptist was a poor 
man who preached and baptised, he was feared 
by men in power.  He made the young King Herod 
nervous because Herod had married the wife of 
his late brother.  John had a large following.  We 

Minister’s Musings 

Office Hours 

SUMMER HOURS 

Hours may vary; see schedule  

in the  July 04 newsletter. 

Typical hours will be: 

Tuesday to Thursday 

 8:30 am  

  to  

 12:30 pm 
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learn a little more about John from the writings of Josephus, a Jewish historian born 
shortly after Jesus died. Josephus says:  
 

“John was a pious man, and he was bidding the Jews...to come together for bap-
tism... And when everybody turned to John--for they were profoundly stirred by what 
he said.”  Herod feared that John's so extensive influence over the people might lead 
to an uprising (for the people seemed likely to do everything he might counsel). He 
thought it much better, under the circumstances, to get John out of the way in ad-
vance, before any insurrection might develop, than for himself to get into trouble and 
be sorry not to have acted, once an insurrection had begun. Because of Herod's        
suspicion, John was sent as a prisoner to Macherus, a fortress near the Dead Sea, 
and there put to death. Whether the account in Mark is accurate by having Herodias, 
his daughter asking for John’s head on a platter, is uncertain.  Whatever happened, 
the King was in great fear of John because John had so many followers that he might 
well lead an insurrection, something the King could not let happen. 
 

What was the difference between John’s ministry and Jesus’ ministry?  John was a 
traditional Jew.  He believed in all the laws and rituals of the Jewish people.  He          
believed that the sins of the people would come to cause damage to the children of 
Israel as a group.  An individual who sinned against God would cause God to bring 
about tragedy to the Jewish people.  Sin for John was corporate and the result of an 
individual’s sinning brought calamity down upon the House of Israel.  On the other 
hand, Jesus seemed to believe that sin was an individual responsibility and the indi-
vidual sinner would be punished.  Remember the story of the rich man and the poor 
man by the name of Lazarus in Luke 16: 19-31.  The rich man would never share his 
good fortune with Lazarus and when the two died the rich man went to hell and Laza-
rus when to heaven.  Jesus also believed in what he called “The Kingdom of God or 
Heaven”.  That kingdom was what could be replicated on earth through love, for-
giveness and equality.  The rules of religion needed to be subservient to the Kingdom. 
 

Submitted by Rev. Pirie Mitchell 

Library Update: Survey Time!!! 
We want your input!  The Faith Formation Committee has put together a survey 

to determine the directions and development of the WKUC Library. 
Please take a few moments and complete this survey through Survey Monkey.  
It is completely anonymous (unless you want to tell us who you are!)  The link 
will  be available until Saturday, June 31.  Anyone in your household may com-

plete it, and it is good to have a input from a variety of ages.   
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WKUClibrary 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WKUClibrary
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In This Edition… 

Page 2 -Minister’s Musings, continued 
 -Library Update...Survey Time!!!! 
 

Page 3 -Upcoming Dates to Remember 
 -Church Calendar (2 weeks) 
 -Children’s Worship info 
 

Page 4 -Moment for Mother Earth 
 -Update from M&P 
 

Page 5 -Prayer Cycle & Resources 

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER: 

 
Sunday July 11 
 

VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE 
 
 -Available to watch anytime after                 
 today’s date on our YouTube channel! 
 
Sunday July 18 
 

VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE 
 
 -Available to watch anytime after                 
 today’s date on our YouTube channel! 
 
Sunday July 25 
 

VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE 
 
 -Available to watch anytime after                 
 today’s date on our YouTube channel! 

 
Sunday August 01 Civic Holiday weekend 
 

VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE 
 
 -Available to watch anytime after                 
 today’s date on our YouTube channel! 

 
Sunday August 08 
 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP BEGINS! 
 
 -Details about signing up for worship 
 will be available closer to the date. 
 

Calendar of events as reported to the office as of 2021.07.07 

Children’s Worship July 11 
 
 

For the July and August Children’s Worship 
(Sunday School) will be recorded and share 
on the Wesley-Knox YouTube Channel.  
Each week the children will participate in 
worship through songs, scriptural lesson, and 
prayer.  
 

This weeks craft and lesson are creating pin-
wheels and talking about the Spirit.  A link 
for the instructions to make the craft will be 
with the video. 
 

For the craft you will need: a square piece of 
paper, scissors, pencil with an eraser, push 
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MOMENT FOR MOTHER 

EARTH… 

 

July Plastic free 

challenge: 

Plastic Free Eco-

challenge is a 31-day global challenge 

to reduce and refuse single-use plastics. 

Inspired by the Australian-founded initia-

tive, Ecochallenge.org helps you discov-

er, learn, and explore new ways to take 

care of wildlife and the world we all 

share. 

 

Throughout the Ecochallenge, share 

your progress, success, and reflections 

with fellow Ecochallengers. The combi-

nation of collective inspiration, camara-

derie, and friendly competition makes 

change a little easier — and a lot more 

fun!  Sign up here: https://

plasticfree.ecochallenge.org/participants 

 

Plant trees: 

ReForest London will be planting trees 

at Pincombe Pond and Vauxhall 

Park with volunteers on these dates: 

*Thursday, June 3 (3:00 - 6:00 pm) 

*Saturday, June 5 (9:30 - 11:30 am & 

1:00 - 3:30 pm) 

*Sunday, June 6 (9:30 - 11:30 am & 

1:00 - 3:30 pm) 

*Wednesday, June 9 (4:00 - 7:00 pm) 

*Saturday, June 12 (9:30 - 11:30 am & 

1:00 - 3:30 pm) 

*Sunday, June 13 (9:30 - 11:30 am & 

1:00 - 3:30 pm)  

Register: https://reforestlondon.ca/tree-

planting-events  

Position Available at Wesley-Knox 
Position: Part time Custodian  

 
Hours: 14 per week right now, increasing            
to 24 as we eventually reopen fully and      
welcome back programs and rentals  
 
Start date: to be determined 
Benefits and training available. 
Email your letter of interest to Cathie Banks: 
cdbanks@rogers.com 
 

In this week’s newsletter, you will see an ad-
vertisement for the custodial position at 
Wesley-Knox, previously held by Bill Jacklin.  
While in this position, Bill managed to 
attend school and graduate, with honours, 
as a PSW.  He has obtained a valued job at 
Chelsey Park, but is finding the number of 
hours he is working in a field that he loves, 
does not allow him to fulfill the job at              
Wesley-Knox.  
 

He was working 14 hours during the pan-
demic, but these hours will increase as we 
open up.  Bill loves Wesley-Knox and he will 
be around as a member.  But as Covid             
restrictions gradually lessen, he knows he 
cannot possibly fill in the extra hours at W-K 
and juggle both jobs. 
 

We wish Bill well as he moves forward in his 
career.  

https://climateactionlondon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62891c4ee4b5e144b1fc99372&id=8e86c07b5f&e=c2f29f1110
https://climateactionlondon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62891c4ee4b5e144b1fc99372&id=8e86c07b5f&e=c2f29f1110
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Region 7 - Antler River Watershed 
 

PRAYER CYCLE 

 

METROPOLITAN 

www.metropolitanchurch.com 
 

(Our neighbors here in London!) 
 

Prayers for our church families  

enduring grief, loss, or loneliness. 

 

 

 

If you or a loved one is dealing with a   

difficult time, such as illness,                         

hospitalization, loneliness, or any of life’s 

challenges, our Pastoral Care team is     

available for support.   

Please call the Church office and you will 

be contacted by a member of our team:  

Linda Olson, Sandra Fox, Brenda Smith,               

Liz Dunlop, Paul Stewart ,or Pirie Mitchell.   

 

On evenings and weekends, you may 

reach Arlene or Mallory through                

Facebook Messenger                                   

(you do not need a Facebook account                 

to do this.)   

 

YOU ARE NOT ALONE. 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION DEADLINE IS 
WEDNESDAYS AT 12 NOON  
(BUT EARLIER IS BETTER!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are part of the United Church of Canada 
 

www.united-church.ca/community-faith/

welcome-united-church-canada  
 

Our Region falls within the  

Antler-River Watershed, Region #7 
 

https://arwrcucc.ca/ 
 

Region 7 prayer Cycle and other                       

prayer resources: 
 

https://www.prayercycles.ca/

antlerriverwatershed 
 

Access daily devotionals here, provided by  

“The Upper Room” 
 

https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals 
 

Liturgical Calendar Resources  

for worship planning: 

https://www.united-church.ca/worship-

liturgical-season 
 

Handbooks and Guidelines for Staff, Council, 

Committees, and Volunteers: 

https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-

guidelines 

LONDON CARES HOTLINE: 
519-667-2273 (24 HRS) 

https://londoncares.ca/ 

https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada
https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada
https://arwrcucc.ca/
https://www.prayercycles.ca/antlerriverwatershed
https://www.prayercycles.ca/antlerriverwatershed
https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season
https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-guidelines
https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-guidelines
https://londoncares.ca/

