“News for the Pews”
Sunday, July 18 2021

CONNECT WITH US!

Minister’s Musings
There has been much news over the past few
months about our Indigenous peoples. The
shocking find of unmarked graves in former yards
of Residential Schools has hit anyone with any
sort of conscience. Because I have used our Indigenous peoples as illustrations in this week’s
sermon, my research has brought to light some
information which I think you should know:
•

•

From 1904 to 1914 the government was advised that 24% of all children in the Residential
schools suffered from TB. The government did
nothing to control the spread of TB.
• TB was present in all ages. Children from
5-10 years of age were particularly at risk.
The government did nothing to change the
problem.
• Two medical people from the government
wrote a paper which they intended to present to the annual TB meeting and were refused permission to do so.
• It is estimated that 6000 children died over
the years in Residential Schools, most as a
result of TB
Today, one in four First Nation children live in
poverty, double the national average.
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91 Askin Street
London, Ontario
N6C 1E7
519-673-4803
wesleyknox@bellnet.ca
www.wesleyknox.com
Facebook
Moving in the Spirit…
A diverse, welcoming, caring

and active faith community.
A place to learn, grow,
build a relationship with God

Office Hours
SUMMER HOURS
Hours may vary; see schedule
in the July 04 newsletter.
Typical hours will be:
Tuesday to Thursday
8:30 am
to
12:30 pm
***see page 2 for
details about
this week***

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER:

In This Edition…

Sunday July 18

Page 2 -Minister’s Musings, continued
-Upcoming Dates to Remember
-Children’s Worship info

VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE
-Available to watch anytime after
today’s date on our YouTube channel!

Page 3 -Library Survey continues...
-Outreach request
-Church Calendar (2 weeks)

OFFICE HOURS FOR JULY 19-23:
8:30 am to 12:30 pm on Monday, Tuesday
and Friday...closed on Wednesday and
Thursday.

Page 4 -Minute for Mission

Sunday July 25

Page 5 -Bicycle available
-Moment for Mother Earth

VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE
-Available to watch anytime after
today’s date on our YouTube channel!

Page 6 -Prayer Cycle & Resources

Sunday August 01
Civic Holiday weekend
•

•

•

•

VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE

Suicides among First Nation youth is
5 – 7 times greater than the same age
group in other parts of Canada.

-Available to watch anytime today’s
date on our YouTube channel!
Sunday August 08

Infant mortality of First Nation children
1.5 times higher than non-First Nation
children.

IN-PERSON WORSHIP BEGINS!
-Details about signing up for worship
will be available closer to the date.

Life expectancy of First Nation citizens 5 – 7 years less than other nonAboriginal Canadians.

-Virtual Service will be available later in
the week!

TB of First Nation population living on
reserves is 31 times the national average.

•

First Nation youth are more likely to
end up in jail than finish high school.

•

Child welfare services are 22% underfunded when compared to the rest of
Canada.

•

There are still 600 unresolved cases
of missing Aboriginal women.

Children’s Worship July 18

July and August Children’s Worship
(Sunday School) will be recorded and
share on the Wesley-Knox YouTube
Channel. Each week the children will
participate in worship through songs,
scriptural lesson, and prayer.
Gather your baking supplies and join
‘Dan’s Average Baking Show’ as we
bake cupcakes together and learn
about rejoicing in God.

We have a long way to go!
Submitted by Rev. Pirie Mitchell
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OUTREACH REQUEST
Our congregation has been asked if we can be of
assistance. Heather Scott is a retired clergy working
with a family in north east London.

OUR SURVEYS CONTINUES…
Library Update: Survey Time!!!
We want your input! The Faith
Formation Committee has put
together a survey to determine the
directions and development of the
WKUC Library.
Please take a few moments and
complete this survey through Survey
Monkey. It is completely anonymous
(unless you want to tell us who you
are!) The link will be available until
Saturday, June 31. Anyone in your
household may complete it, and it is
good to have a input from a
variety of ages.

FAMILY OF 5 (2 adults and 3 teens)
NEED A PLACE TO LIVE
Long term tenants of 18 years find themselves in
need of a place to live by August 31, 2021 because
the landlord wants to take advantage of the inflated
real estate market. The tenants can afford to pay
$1200.00 (max) per month. One adult has full-time
employment. T hey would accept a short-term or
long-term arrangement. Their present residence is
exceptionally clean and well maintained by the tenants. They are willing to do any upkeep: yard
maintenance, snow removal, painting - very handy
with maintenance. These are good neighbours. For
further information please call their neighbor:
Heather Scott at 519-365-9400 or
heatherascottis@gmail.com.
Thank you. Please contact Heather if you or someone you know can help.

https://
www.surveymonkey.com/
r/WKUClibrary

Calendar of events as reported to the office as of 2021.07.14
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MINUTE FOR MISSION
Creating a World without Hate
On June 6, not far from the oldest mosque in London, Ontario, a family of five out for a
walk were deliberately run over by a truck. Three adults and one teenager were killed.
A nine-year-old boy is the sole survivor. Police say the family was targeted because
they are Muslim.
In a statement, The United Church of Canada condemned the horrific and hate-filled
attack.
“Many people in the United Church are weeping alongside the extended families and
friends of the family members who were killed and injured in this premeditated hate
crime and are grieving the innocent lives lost in this abhorrent attack,” the statement
reads, acknowledging the fearfulness that some people in the Muslim community feel
as a result.
Did you know that 322 anti-Muslim hate crimes were reported in Canada between
2013 and 2019? And that’s just the crimes we know about.
Prejudice runs deep. A 2017 study published by the Angus Reid Institute states that
almost half of all Canadians have an unfavourable view of Islam, a perception evident
in attitudes toward religious clothing. While 88 percent of Canadians support a nun
wearing a habit, just 32 percent approve of a person wearing the niqab.
Our United Church is deeply committed to working with Muslims and others for peace
and justice. That’s why your Mission & Service gifts help us as a church to develop
statements and educational resources to combat prejudice and discrimination.
In 2006, for example, the church released the statement “That We May Know Each
Other: United Church-Muslim Relations Today.” It was preceded by an important study
document with the same name designed to help church communities deepen loving
relationships with our faith cousins. Similar study guides have been created to foster
interfaith relationships, including Jewish and Hindu faiths (respectively, “Bearing Faithful Witness” and “Honouring the Divine in Each Other”).
Education begins with us. Your Mission & Service gifts help raise awareness and understanding that in turn contributes to a more peaceful world. One where no one is
harmed by the hatred of another. Where no more children have to grow up without
their family.
In the words of our current Moderator Richard Bott, “Let us use all that we have and
all that we are to stand in the face of the evil that would allow and cause this crime of
hatred. Even as one man has been arrested for his actions, let us uncover and work
against the beliefs, the worldview, the racism and the hatred that supported his
choice.”
Amen.
Your gifts through Mission & Service help raise awareness and understanding that in
turn contributes to a more peaceful world. Thank you.
© 2021 The United Church of Canada/L’Église Unie du Canada. Licensed under Creative Commons Attribution Non-commercial Share Alike Licence. To view a copy of this licence, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.5/ca. Any copy must include this notice.
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Men's full size 10 speed bike available. Presently stored in the WK Church Basement.
A small donation to Wesley-Knox would be appreciated, in lieu of payment.
Please call to arrange for pick up: Kevin and Vivienne Wardle
519-601-2659 226-504-2781
kevin1949@hotmail.com
MOMENT FOR MOTHER EARTH…
Share your story: Climate Action London has been working on a new website
and we want to include YOU. How are YOU acting on the climate crisis? We
would like to hear what you are doing personally to combat climate change, actions big and small, and inspire others to take action on the climate crisis. Consider the following topics and reply to this email with your story (about 50 words):
Drive Less, More Nature, Eating more plant-based foods, Reducing use of fossil
fuels, More talk about problems and solutions, Reducing waste. For example, here is one person's story
for "drive less": When I moved to my new house, I noticed there was a dentist, a hair dresser and an
optometrist in the neighbourhood. I can now walk to my appointments instead of driving. It saves me
time instead of driving across the city and I enjoy the walk.
Canada needs to treat climate change retrofits as a mission Building retrofits are high on the federal government’s priority list. “Cutting energy waste” in buildings is the first chapter of the new climate
plan. So far, we see a ramp-up of traditional policies, like grants and loans for individual homeowners.
While these policies have their place, they are unlikely to meet climate goals without a strategy to
change our current retrofit delivery models and reshape how retrofit markets are organized. Widespread
building retrofits can enable larger economy-wide decarbonization. There is the potential to free up
enough electricity to supply 10 million electric vehicles even as we electrify all buildings. This is because
building envelope upgrades reduce electric heating demands, and many Canadian buildings use lessefficient electric heating systems that can be replaced by heat pumps. Read the article: https://
www.nationalobserver.com/2021/07/12/opinion/canada-climate-change-retrofits-mission.
Have you heard of PACE? Efficiency Canada estimates that for Canada to get on a path to net zero by
2050, building retrofits will need to occur at a rate of three to five per cent a year until 2050. Canadian
retrofit activity is currently estimated to be well under one per cent a year. One proven municipal mechanism for approaching integrated GHG and poverty-reduction efforts at the local level is the use of municipal Local Improvement Charges (LIC), also known as Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) financing, to provide low- or no-interest loans to property owners to retrofit homes and reduce emissions.
These loans are affixed to property taxes, providing upfront capital financing for emission reductions for
homes and businesses through a guaranteed funding stream to finance a wide range of climate actions,
including efficiency upgrades and low-carbon retrofits.
PACE/ LIC policy strategies can also use an inclusivity lens to develop and implement sustainable GHG
emissions reductions strategies for a wide variety of participants, including low-income residents, renters
and equity-seeking populations. Halifax and municipalities throughout Nova Scotia have been leaders in
this area since 2010, with municipal and regional programs that provide inclusive financing for lowincome homeowners and renters looking to do retrofits that reduce energy costs and emissions at the
same time. Learn More here: https://policyresponse.ca/we-need-all-levels-of-government-workingtogether-on-green-recovery/
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LONDON CARES HOTLINE:
519-667-2273 (24 HRS)
https://londoncares.ca/
NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION DEADLINE IS
WEDNESDAYS AT 12 NOON
(BUT EARLIER IS BETTER!)
Region 7 - Antler River Watershed
PRAYER CYCLE

Comber St. Andrew's United Church
https://ccuc.weebly.com/
(South of the 401, west of Tilbury)

We are part of the United Church of Canada

Prayers for our church families
enduring grief, loss, or loneliness.

www.united-church.ca/community-faith/
welcome-united-church-canada
Our Region falls within the
Antler-River Watershed, Region #7

If you or a loved one is dealing with a
difficult time, such as illness,
hospitalization, loneliness, or any of life’s
challenges, our Pastoral Care team is
available for support.
Please call the Church office and you will
be contacted by a member of our team:
Linda Olson, Sandra Fox, Brenda Smith,
Liz Dunlop, Paul Stewart, or Pirie Mitchell.

https://arwrcucc.ca/
Region 7 prayer Cycle and other
prayer resources:
https://www.prayercycles.ca/
antlerriverwatershed
Access daily devotionals here, provided by
“The Upper Room”

https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals

On evenings and weekends, you may
reach Arlene or Mallory through
Facebook Messenger
(you do not need a Facebook account
to do this.)

Liturgical Calendar Resources
for worship planning:
https://www.united-church.ca/worshipliturgical-season
Handbooks and Guidelines for Staff, Council,
Committees, and Volunteers:
https://united-church.ca/handbooks-andguidelines

YOU ARE NOT ALONE.
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