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“News for the Pews” 

CONNECT WITH US! 
 

91 Askin Street 

London, Ontario 

N6C 1E7 
 

519-673-4803 
 

wesleyknox@bellnet.ca  
 

www.wesleyknox.com 
 

 

Facebook 

 

Moving in the Spirit… 

A diverse, welcoming, caring  

 and active faith community. 

A place to learn, grow,  

 build a relationship with God  

Sunday, August 01, 2021 

Once again my friends, here we are.  Together virtually.   

 

As I begin to share with you, something I hope you find worthy 

of your time spent reading.  I am sitting in my backyard, my 

special place to think and write, enjoying the peace and beauty 

of the evening and the awesomeness of our gardens.  Thinking 

about you, my Wesley-Knox family.  Looking forward to seeing 

many of you in person next Sunday, August 8th, for in-person 

worship in our beautiful church home.  How wonderful it will 

be to enjoy worship back in our very own Sanctuary.  Where 

we will sit, albeit, socially distanced and wearing masks, togeth-

er as our family worshipping together. 

 

This week we will be discussing how we gather together in vari-

ous untraditional groups.  As I am thinking of this, I can’t help 

feeling the loss of many of our family members over the past 

year and a half.  Friends we have not seen.  Friends we have 

not had the opportunity to bid a traditional farewell to.  Friends 

who, during this time of isolation, may have felt abandoned by 

their various family groupings.  As I sit here, I remember all the 

hugs, the handshakes, the social activities and the general to-

getherness we have been unable to share. 

 

Just before I sat down this evening to write these words, my 

wife Liz, was reading the statistics from the London Middlesex 

Heath Unit with regards to the new cases and the effectiveness 

Morty’s Musings 

Office Hours 

SUMMER HOURS 

Hours may vary; see schedule  

in the  July 04 newsletter. 

 

Typical hours will be: 

Tuesday to Thursday 

 8:30 am  

  to  

 12:30 pm 
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In This Edition… 

 

Page 2 -Morty’s Musings, continued 
 -Upcoming Dates to Remember 
 

Page 3 -Church Calendar (2 weeks) 
 -Return to worship details 
 

Page 4 -Children’s summer camp 
 ...last week to register! 
 

Page 5 -Children’s Worship 
 -Blessing of the Backpacks 
 

Page 6 -Moment for Mother Earth 
 

Page 7 -Note from Leadership Council 
 

Page 8 -Prayer Cycle & Resources 

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 
 

Sunday August 01 
Civic Holiday weekend 
 

VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

-Available to watch anytime today’s date 
on our YouTube channel! 
 
 

Tuesday August 03 - Friday August 06 
 

DAY CAMP FOR CHILDREN ages 6-10 
@ 8:30 am to 12:30 pm 
 
-Contact Dan Leaver for registration. 
 
 

Sunday August 08 
 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP @ 10:30 am 
 
 

-Virtual Service available during the week! 
 
 

Sunday August 15 
 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP @ 10:30 am 
 
BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS  
-during worship 
 

-Details about signing up for worship will 
be available closer to the date. 
 

-Virtual Service available during the week! 

of the Covid-19 vaccinations.  To hear these statis-

tics makes me very pleased to be in the “fully vac-

cinated” category.  I thank all of you for being in this 

category with us.  I recently heard a retort to some-

one who does not believe in the vaccinations.  They 

said they were afraid because they did not know 

what was in it.  The response was: “Have you ever 

eaten from a fast-food chain?”  To which the person 

said, “Well, yes of course I have.”  Then they were 

asked if they knew what was in their food.  Makes 

you wonder, right? 

 

Here we are, beginning the month of August, think-

ing,  Wow, where has the time gone?  The time just 

keeps flying by, so fast, that we must consult a cal-

endar just to know what day it is.  Time just keeps 

ticking on and on and on and on.  But friends, as 

each day ticks on, we are preparing to get together 

for our family reunion at good old Wesley-Knox.  

Where we see, greet and worship with our Wesley-

Knox family. 

 

I look forward to next Sunday, when we will get the 

opportunity to see many of our friends again.  

When we will get to sit together and worship.  

When we will get to talk to one another.  When we 

will can finally share our stories in person at our 

coffee time in the church parking lot.  We deserve 

this, all of us.  We have worked hard to get here.  

We will continue to work harder still to stay here.  

Because, as I always say, I am most proud of the 

fact that we have remained Wesley-Knox Strong!!! 

 
Submitted by Chris Mortlock 
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Calendar of events as reported to the office as of 2021.07.28 

WE RETURN TO IN-PERSON WORSHIP: SUNDAY, AUGUST 08, 2021 
 

"When two or more of you are gathered in my name..." 
 

Welcome back to Wesley-Knox in-person worship on Sunday, August 8, 2021!  Please reserve your seats 
on https://rsvp.church/r/nIpO74ST by Saturday at 6 p.m.    If you do not have internet access, give Kathey 
Coates a call at 519-657-8552. 
 

On Sunday, please bring your masks with you and join us for our first in-person worship in months!  You can 
enter by the Askin Street front door or by the parking lot door if you need an accessible entrance. 
 

We would love to have you stay for conversation in the parking lot, following the service. Please bring along 
a folding chair (we can store them in the hall), and your thermos of coffee/tea.  We will have cookies and 
lemonade available. 
 

Hope to see your smiling eyes there! 
 

How to use the booking system (it’s simpler than the previous one!) 
• Find it here: https://rsvp.church/r/nIpO74ST  then click on the date you want to attend. 
• Please book by 6 pm the night prior, in order for our Worship Booking volunteer to print the report.  
• Everyone participating in Worship/Ushering should register. 
• Type in ALL OF THE FIRST NAMES of the attendees (you can fit in a lot of letters in that field...its been 

tested!).  Type in the last name(s). 
• Number of people attending...use the drop-down menu and choose the appropriate         number of peo-

ple (should equal the number of first names you typed in). 
• Type in your email, type in your phone number. 
• Click the box for the Covid screening question. 
• Click Submit!  You’re done! 
• If you do not use the internet, you may call Kathy Coates 519-657-8552. 

https://rsvp.church/r/nIpO74ST
https://rsvp.church/r/nIpO74ST
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Children’s Worship 

 

For July and August Children’s Worship 
(Sunday School) will be recorded and 
share on the Wesley-Knox YouTube 
Channel.  

 

Each week our children will participate in 
worship through songs, scriptural lesson, 
and prayer. 

 

This week: gather the following items for 

a craft related to agape love: 

• a piece of boxboard (cereal box),  

• some string or yarn 

• a pair of scissors 

Blessing of the Backpacks August 15 

 

During worship August 15 we will be 

blessing the backpacks for all our              

students going back to school in                

September.  So please, bring your new 

backpack with your new school supplies 

to be blessed by the congregation.  

 

We will also be blessing any Wesley-

Knox donations for Life Spin’s Annual 

Back to School Backpack Program.  

 

You are invited to gather schools               

supplies in a backpacks for high school 

youth for the 2021 / 2022 school year.  

 

Please fill a new backpack with the list of 

items beforehand and bring to Wesley-

Knox for August 15 worship service 

where we will bless the backpack before 

delivering them to Life Spin that week.  

 

New backpack filled with: 

•Eraser 

•Pencil Crayons 

•Pencil Case 

•Pencils 

•Pens - red/blue/black 

•Sharpener 

•Ruler 

•Flash Drive 

•Markers 

•Glue Stick 

•Highlighters 

•Binder 

•Binder Paper 

•Mask/Hand-sanitizer 
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MOMENT FOR MOTHER EARTH… 
 

Blue box recycling update: The City of London's 

Blue box program involves separating the different 

recyclable materials. Mechanical recycling and en-

ergy recovery are preferred options (in that order) 

before using its W12A Landfill. Mechanical recy-

cling involves sorting, cleaning and shredding plas-

tic to make pellets, which can then be fashioned 

into new products. This approach works very well if 

plastic items are sorted according to their chemical composition (e.g., polyethylene, 

polypropylene, polystyrene) are placed clean (free of food) in the blue box. Existing 

end markets in Ontario for plastics from London’s Blue Box/Blue Cart program in-

clude: 

 

• EFS Plastics (Listowel, Ontario) 

• Blue Mountains Plastics Recycling (Shelburne, Ontario) 

• ReVital Polymers (Sarnia, Ontario) 

 

The reality is not all plastics can be mechanically recycled (e.g., flexible plastic pack-

aging and hard-to-recycle plastics) and it is these plastics which will be explored as 

part of the London Hefty® EnergyBag® Pilot Project.  source:  https://

getinvolved.london.ca/HEB 

 

Hefty Bag recycling update: The City of London has been piloting an expanded 

blue box program, called the Hefty Bag. The London Hefty® EnergyBag® Pilot Pro-

ject Phase 1 included approximately 13,000 households across nine communities in 

the City of London.  Some neighbourhoods had the hefty bag picked up at the 

curb:  (Cleardale, Kensington Village, Kilally Valley, Lambeth, Old East Village) and 

some had to take the bags to an EnviroDepot (Byron (north of Byron Baseline Rd and 

east of Warbler Woods ESA), Fairmont, Hunt Club (portion south of Fitzwilliam Blvd) 

and Summerside). For this Pilot Project, the city is working with a variety of different 

end-market businesses who are also testing new ideas and applications for these ma-

terials like plastic wood and building materials. If contaminants are mixed in with the 

correct materials, it creates technical difficulties and increases cost as these items 

need to be removed. If there are too many contaminants it could make the material 

unusable and it must be landfilled defeating our plans to divert more plastic resources 

from landfill. This is why it is important to ensure only plastic items on the accepted 

list are placed in the Hefty® orange bags. Phase 2 runs August 2021 to March 2022. 
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A NOTE FROM LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 

 

Worship at Wesley-Knox 

 

On July 14, the Reopening Committee made a decision to return to in-person worship 
on August 8.  This is a welcome change after many months of pre-recorded                       
services.  I encourage each of you to come out and enjoy being among friends and 
participating in a live services.  In keeping with the regulations in force at this time we 
will require registration ahead of time (through our website or by calling Kathey 
Coates), physical distancing, face coverings, Covid waivers, and hand sanitizing.  The 
current rules allow exceptions for live performers so you can expect that those speak-
ing or leading hymns will wear masks which can be taken off for reading or                          
singing.  We are in the process of purchasing screens to provide further protection for 
use by those leading the service.  While we cannot have our usual coffee time after 
the service on August 8 we are inviting people to bring chairs and remain outside in 
the parking lot after the service so as to have a chance to chat with friends and                      
family.   

 

The Reopening Committee has been enlarged with committee chairs and interested 
people to facilitate the planning of special activities and events which are intended to 
engage our members and revitalize our church.  Should you like to be part of this 
please contact Chris Mortlock.  Do watch the newsletter and website for details of 
things to come.   

 

For the duration of the pandemic we have been fortunate to have the services of Pirie 
Mitchell as our Supply Minister.  His term comes to an end as of October 1.  Due to 
study leave and vacation Pirie will preach on August 29. That is his last Sunday in the 
pulpit.  Chris Mortlock and a guest preacher will fill out the services for August and 
Glen Pearson will preach in September.  At the Leadership Council meeting on July 
21 the Minister Search Committee reported that Wesley-Knox will not have a long 
term minister in place for October 1, in spite of the committee having met continuously 
since January.  Much of the first quarter of the year was spent updating our Communi-
ty of Faith Profile.  The committee will continue the search, though vacations are likely 
to slow the process during the summer.  Leadership Council voted to form an ad-hoc 
search committee to find a supply minister to meet our needs until a long term minis-
ter is found. Work is under way to form this committee.   

 

John McFall 

Chair, Leadership Council 
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Region 7 - Antler River Watershed 
 

PRAYER CYCLE 

 

Brooksdale United Church  
 

(Embro, near Woodstock 
 

Prayers for our church families  

enduring grief, loss, or loneliness. 

 

 

 

If you or a loved one is dealing with a   

difficult time, such as illness,                         

hospitalization, loneliness, or any of life’s 

challenges, our Pastoral Care team is     

available for support.   

Please call the Church office and you will 

be contacted by a member of our team:  

Linda Olson, Sandra Fox, Brenda Smith,               

Liz Dunlop, Paul Stewart, or Pirie Mitchell.   

 

On evenings and weekends, you may 

reach Arlene or Mallory through                

Facebook Messenger                                   

(you do not need a Facebook account                 

to do this.)   

 

YOU ARE NOT ALONE. 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION DEADLINE IS 
WEDNESDAYS AT 12 NOON  
(BUT EARLIER IS BETTER!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are part of the United Church of Canada 
 

www.united-church.ca/community-faith/

welcome-united-church-canada  
 

Our Region falls within the  

Antler-River Watershed, Region #7 
 

https://arwrcucc.ca/ 
 

Region 7 prayer Cycle and other                       

prayer resources: 
 

https://www.prayercycles.ca/

antlerriverwatershed 
 

Access daily devotionals here, provided by  

“The Upper Room” 
 

https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals 
 

Liturgical Calendar Resources  

for worship planning: 

https://www.united-church.ca/worship-

liturgical-season 
 

Handbooks and Guidelines for Staff, Council, 

Committees, and Volunteers: 

https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-

guidelines 

LONDON CARES HOTLINE: 
519-667-2273 (24 HRS) 

https://londoncares.ca/ 

https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada
https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada
https://arwrcucc.ca/
https://www.prayercycles.ca/antlerriverwatershed
https://www.prayercycles.ca/antlerriverwatershed
https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season
https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-guidelines
https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-guidelines
https://londoncares.ca/

